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Northeast Illinois Regulatory 
Programs Section

• NE Illinois:  Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake 
McHenry & Will Counties

• All Rivers, Lakes and Streams in NE IL 
except Lake Michigan, parts of the 
Chicago River which are handled by 
our Chicago office



IDNR/OWR Regulatory Programs

• Floodway Management 
- including Delegation

• Public Water Management
• Dam Safety 



Floodway Management

Purpose:
• To prevent increases in flood damages due 

to increases in flood stages and velocities
• To preserve conveyance and storage 

capacities of floodways
• To reduce expenditures of public funds



Two Kinds of Floodways

• Regulatory/Designated Floodways
• “Non-Designated” Floodways



FIRM – Flood Insurance Rate Map

Designated Floodway

Floodplain
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Floodway



Definitions
• Floodplain

• Floodway

• Flood Fringes

• Channel

Land area bordering a stream or 
depressional storage area which 
is subject to flooding by the 100 
year frequency flood event

Limits of normal water 
surface elevation

Portion of the floodplain 
needed to convey and store 
the 100 year flood event

Portions of the floodplain 
which are outside the 
floodway boundaries



Work in Either Floodway Requires 
a Permit Unless…

• Drainage area < 1 sq. mile in 
urban/urbanizing area

• Drainage area < 10 sq. miles in rural 
area



Urban vs. Rural Areas

• Urban/Urbanizing Areas – Residential, 
Commercial & Industrial Development 
Currently Exist or are Expected to 
Occur within 10 Years

• Rural Areas – Areas Not Classified as 
Urban/Urbanizing



Types of Permits

• Formal (Individual) Permits
• General Permits*
• Regional Permits*
• Statewide Permits*

* undergoing revisions 



Administrative Rules

• Floodway Construction in 
Northeastern Illinois (Illinois Adm. 
Code Part 3708)

• Construction in Floodways of Rivers, 
Lakes and Streams (Illinois Adm. 
Code Part 3700)



Part 3700 Rules

• Statewide Except for Designated 
Floodways in NE Illinois

• Exempt Activities (3700.30(b))
• No “Appropriate Use” Restrictions
• Department Standards (3700.60) 

(engineering standards)



Exempt Activities (11)

• Installation of filed tile systems, 
• Installation of irrigation systems
• Work on private lakes (such as Wonder Lake)
• Removal of brush or woody veg.  (beaver dams).
• Routine maintenance and repair of existing struct.
• Maintenance and repair to improve design 

capacity of artificially improved stream channels



Exempt activities continued

• Maintenance and repair of bridges and 
culverts

• Widening of bridge decks
• Culvert extensions up to 100% of the original 

length not to exceed 40 feet
• Removal of bridges or culverts
• Installation of fences in rural areas
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STATEWIDE PERMITS

• There are currently 14 Statewide Permits.  
• Rule Change
• Some statewide permits (5 or 6) will be added 

as exempt activities
• Remaining Statewide Permits are going to be 

General Permits.  
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• No. 2: Construction of Bridges & Culverts in Rural 
Areas

• No. 3 Mooring facilities for barge fleeting purposes
• No. 4: Aerial Utility Crossings
• No. 5: Minor Boat Docks
• No. 6: Minor Non-Obstructive Floodway Constr.
• No. 7: Outfalls

Statewide Permits



• No. 8: Underground Pipeline Crossings
• No. 9: Minor Shoreline and Stream Bank Stabilization
• No. 10: Minor Accessory Structures
• No. 11: Minor Maintenance Dredging
• No. 12: Bridge & Culvert Repl. and Bridge Widening
• No. 13: Temporary Construction Activities not in 

Public Bodies of Water
• If the proposed work is not exempt and does not fit 

into a Statewide permit, a formal permit is required

Statewide Permits



FIRM – Flood Insurance Rate Map
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Part 3708 Rules

• Designated Floodways
• 6 Northeastern Illinois Counties

(Cook (except City of Chicago), DuPage, Kane, 
Lake, McHenry & Will)

• Exempt Activities (3708.30(b))
• “Appropriate Uses” (3708.70(c))
• Department Standards (3708.70(d))
• Gives us the ability to delegate certain minor 

projects to some local governments.



Part 3708 Rules Exempt 
Activities

3708.30 b) Exempted Activities: repair, 
remodeling or maintenance of buildings 
or structures in existence as of November 
18, 1987.

Instead of a list we have a statement.



Regional Permit No. 3 

• “Blanket” Pre-Authorization of Minor Projects
• Terms and Conditions in RP3 
• Application Submittal to IDNR NOT Needed
• Letter, Drawings, etc. to IDNR NOT Needed



• Administered by IDNR/OWR
• Authorizes construction of minor 

projects, minor residential boat docks, 
bank stabilization, outfalls, utility and 
pipeline crossings, at-grade sidewalks 
and trails

• There will be changes however they 
are a long way off

Regional Permit No.3



Delegation

• OWR Floodway Authority Delegated to 
Others

• Only Applicable in Designated Floodways
in NE Illinois

• N/A for Work in Public Waters
• N/A for Jurisdictional Dams
• A handful (8 or 9) of municipalities in 

McHenry County have been delegated



Public Water Management

Purpose:  to prevent…
• obstructions to navigation
• encroachments
• impairment of the rights, interests or 

uses of the public
• Impairment of the natural resources



Public Water Management
What is a “Public Body of Water”?

• Waterways that are or were historically 
navigable

• Natural, improved or wholly man-made 
waterways

• Waterways and channels dedicated for 
public use



Administrative Rules

• Regulation of Public Waters* (Illinois 
Adm. Code Part 3704)

• List of Public Waters in Appendix A in 
Part 3704 rules

• Applicable in conjunction with other 
Adm. rules

* McHenry County has three public  
waters, Fox River, Pistakee Lake and  
Griswold Lake.



Public Water Management

• IDNR/OWR Permit Needed 
(delegation not applicable)

• Bank-to-bank (not entire floodway)
• 21-Day Public Notice Often Needed
• Temporary Construction Activities



Public Water Management
Temporary Construction Activities

• Temporary Causeways, Cofferdams, 
etc. in Public Waters Require an  
IDNR/OWR Permit (except for 
cofferdams at bridge piers)

• Temporary work can be included in 
the permit for the bridge or a 
separate permit.



Public Water Management
Temporary Construction Activities

• Impacts to Flood Stages (Contingency 
Plan Needed?)

• Impacts to Navigation (Lights, 
Signage, Portage Needed?)

• Impacts to Natural Resources 
(Fisheries, etc.)

• 21-Day Public Notice



Formal Permit Needed for…

• Major Projects
• Any Project that Cannot be Authorized by a 

General Permit, Regional Permit, or 
Statewide Permit



• Current Statewide and Regional 
Permits may be Converted to General 
Permits

General Permits



More information

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/WaterResources
Bartlett Phone – 847/608-3116
Email – William.boyd@illinois.gov
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