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CONSIDER THIS…

We live on a blue planet where about 75% of the 

Earth’s surface is covered with water…



CONSIDER THIS…

only 2.5% is fresh water97.5% is ocean



CONSIDER THIS…

Only about 0.08 % of all the fresh water on the planet is available for domestic use

2.5% Fresh Water

• 70% of that is ice

• Only 1% is clean & accessible

- 70% used for Irrigation

- 22% used for Industry

• Only 0.08% for domestic use



CONSIDER THIS…

200 thousand years for 1st billion people, only 200 years for the next 8 billion people

More people competing for the 0.08% of available fresh water



OUR ACTIONS ARE DAMAGING THE 0.08%



WATER IS NECESSARY 

FOR ALL LIVING THINGS
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WATER IS NECESSARY 

FOR ALL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



• By 2025: 2/3 of worlds population under water stress 

1.8 billion people in absolute water scarcity 

WATER IS SCARCE IN MUCH OF THE WORLD



ONLY IF WE PROTECT IT!

MCHENRY COUNTY IS FORTUNATE TO

HAVE SAFE, SUSTAINABLE WATER…



MCHENRY COUNTY: 100% GROUNDWATER

Wells installed to pump 

water from aquifers

• Public wells

• Private wells

Groundwater is stored in 

underground aquifers: 

• Sand and Gravel

• Limestone (shallow bedrock)

• Sandstone (deep bedrock)



GROUNDWATER AQUIFER DISTRIBUTION IN ILLINOIS

Sand & Gravel Limestone Sandstone



GROUNDWATER PROVIDES BASEFLOW TO SURFACE WATERS

Infiltrating Groundwater:

• Recharges groundwater table

• Flows to water bodies including lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands

• Provides steady baseflow of cool, clean water to water bodies

Precipitation Infiltrates 
Through Soil



WATER RESOURCES ARE VULNERABLE

• Contamination
• Overuse and Consumption
• Drought
• Loss of Recharge
• Alteration to Drainage Patterns

Pollutants Flow Overland 
and Infiltrate Through Soil



MCHENRY COUNTY A LEADER IN

PROTECTING WATER RESOURCES
Research  - Plans  - Practices - Ordinances - Education  - Action



Water Resources Task Force

• On a Mission to Update the Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP)

• Working on solutions for Both Kinds of Water:  Surface … and Groundwater

• We Will Be Looking for Volunteers to Participate !!!

We’re Putting the Band Back Together !!!



PROTECT WATER RESOURCES

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Resources to be proud of

Treated with respect

Sustainable for generations



PROTECT WATER RESOURCES

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

• Danielle Gallet – Manager, Metropolitan Planning Council

• Kate Evasic - Associate Planner, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

• James Patchett - Founder & President of the Conservation Design Forum
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