
  James M. Patchett, FASLA, RLA, LEED AP 

Considered one of the innovators in melding art, science and engineering in design, James Patchett, FASLA, LEED AP, founded 
Conservation Design Forum in 1994, with offices in Elmhurst, Ill., and Grand Rapids, Mich.  Jim is widely recognized as one of 
the nation’s leading pioneers in the design and promotion of sustainable site planning methodologies that integrate innovative 
water resource management and ecological restoration measures into built and natural environments.  Trained both as a 
landscape architect and hydrologist, Jim has served on a variety of national technical advisory committees including the ASLA 
Sustainable Sites initiative and is a highly sought out speaker and educator on the subject. Jim is also co-founder of Conservation 
Research Institute, Conservation Land Stewardship, and Solutions in the Land, a for-profit corporation dedicated to the 
promotion of sustainable, restorative agricultural practices throughout North America. 
 
Jim is a Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects and a LEED Accredited Professional. Conservation Design Forum 
received the Natural Leader Award from the Chicago chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council in 2008. In 2013, Jim was the 
recipient of the prestigious Christian Petersen Design Award, the highest award recognition given annually by the Iowa State 
University College of Design.  
 
Jim received an undergraduate degree in landscape architecture, and master’s degrees in both landscape architecture and civil 
engineering (water resources) from Iowa State University, and has completed the necessary course work towards a PhD in 
landscape architecture from the University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources. 
 

  Scott Kuykendall, LEED AP BD+C 

Scott Kuykendall is the Water Resources Specialist for the McHenry County Department of Planning and Development.  He is 
responsible for overseeing the County’s scientific studies on groundwater, helping to develop public policy relating to water 
resources, maintaining the County’s compliance with Illinois Environmental Protection Agency NPDES Permitting, and 
conducting education and public outreach for the community.  Prior to joining the County, Scott had over 20 years of water 
resources experience working as an environmental scientist and ecologist for firms that specialize in environmental engineering 
and ecology.  Scott is a member of many organizations dedicated to water resources management, natural areas restoration, 
and sustainability.  Scott earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Geography from Southern Illinois University and a Graduate 
Certificate in Environmental Management and Sustainability from the Illinois Institute of Technology. 
 

  Danielle Gallet 

Danielle Gallet is a water resource strategist and urban planner with over fifteen years of project and business management 
experience. Her work involves researching and implementing creative and viable strategies that address issues related to water 
resource planning, management, financing and infrastructure. Danielle is a Manager for the Metropolitan Planning Council 
(MPC) where she oversees the agencies water work and programs. Previous to her work in water services and planning Danielle 
worked in the private equity field for seven years, which provides her with a unique perspective on the relationship between 
financial markets, the built environment and natural resource management. 
 
Danielle is a member of the American Water Works Association (AWWA) where she sits on AWWA’s national Water Loss Control 
Committee, and serves as Chair of the Water Efficiency Committee for the Illinois Section. She is also a member of the American 
Planning Association (APA) and sits on its national Water Working Group. Danielle has a Bachelors Degree in Business 
Management and a Masters Degree in Urban Planning and Policy. 
 

  Kate Evasic 

Kate Evasic is an Associate Planner at the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning where she works to integrate stormwater 
management into decisions about land use and development to help communities mitigate flooding, become more resilient in 
the face of climate change, and improve water quality. Previously, she focused on green infrastructure planning as a means to 
improve watershed health and spur community revitalization as a Water Resources Planner in the Philadelphia area. Kate holds 
a Master of Urban Planning and Policy and a Bachelor of Arts in Geography.  


