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Open Space: Protecting our "Green 
Infrastructure"

ÅInterconnected network of natural areas 

and open spaces that:

ïConserves natural ecosystem functions

ïSustains clean air and water

ïProvides other benefits to people and wildlife

ÅThe ecological framework for social, 

environmental, and economic health
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Remnant Woodlands



Wetlands and Hydric Soils



Sensitive Aquifer Recharge Areas (SARA)



Green 
Infrastructure 
at the Regional 

Scale

The Green 
Infrastructure 

Vision
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Green infrastructure is defined as the interconnected network of land and water that supports biodiversity and provides habitat for diverse 

communities of native flora and fauna at the regional scale. It includes large complexes of remnant woodlands, savannas, prairies, wetlands, 

lakes, stream corridors and the related natural communities that have been identified in the Biodiversity Recovery Plan.  Green infrastructure 

may also include areas adjacent to and connecting these remnant natural communities that provide both buffers and opportunities for 

ecosystem restoration. 
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Chicago Wilderness member organizations are undertaking an effort to identify and prioritize sites for biodiversity 

protection and recovery along the Lake Michigan nearshore. This work will be proposed as an addendum to the 

Biodiversity Recovery Plan and is scheduled to be considered for adoption in 2004. Results should be integrated 

with a future version of the Green Infrastructure Vision.

The City of Chicago and invited Chicago Wilderness member organizations undertook an effort to identify 

sites for biodiversity protection and recovery in the City. This work was completed in 2004. Appropriate 

regionally-significant biodiversity conservation sites identified by the City have been integrated into 

the Green Infrastructure Vision.
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DATA SOURCES:

Existing Public Open Space in Illinois:  Cook County Forest Preserves from Forest Preserve District of Cook

County's Forest Preserve District Boundaries, April 2001; DuPage County Forest Preserves from Forest Preserve 

District of DuPage County's 2003 Forest Preserve District Boundaries, February 2003; Lake County Forest 

Preserves from Lake County Forest Preserve District, 2003; McHenry County Forest Preserves from McHenry

County Conservation District, digitized by NIPC staff from McHenry County Highway Map, September 2002; 

Kane County Forest Preserves from Kane County Forest Preserve District Boundaries, May 2002; Will County

Forest Preserves from Forest Preserve District of Will County's 2003 PINS_20031120, November 2003; 

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie from Midewin Prairie Explorer 1999 CD-ROM with additional edits reflecting  

changes between CD release date and April 2001; Illinois State Parks and Illinois State Conservation Areas from 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Illinois Geographic Information System CD-ROM, Volume II, May 1996

Existing Public Open Space in Indiana:  Nature Preserves from Indiana Department of Natural Resources'

Nature Preserves digitized from 1:24,000 quad maps; Managed Areas from Indiana Department of Natural 

Resources' Draft GAP Analysis and from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5, Great Lakes 

Commission's 1998-2001 Northern Indiana Inland Sensitivity Atlas, Managed Areas Coverage, Northern 

Indiana Mapping Area, Final, Version 1, August 2001

Existing Public Open Space in Wisconsin:  Conservation Easements from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 

1995 Wetland Management District Conservation Easements - Region 3 Map, April 2001; Kettle Moraine 

State Forest - Southern Unit from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; Manged Areas from U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5's 2001-2002 Rock River Managed Areas, Inland Sensitivity 

Atlas, Version 1, September 2002; Public Lands for Walworth County from Southeastern Wisconsin 

Regional Planning Commission's 1990 Public Lands, Walworth County 

County Boundaries, State Boundaries and Lake Michigan:  ESRI's 2000 Data & Maps Media Kit CD-ROM,

CD3, 2001

Streams and Open Water:  U.S. Geological Survey's National Hydrography Dataset

6-digit and 8-digit Hydrologic Units:  U.S. Geological Survey's 1994 1:250,000-scale Hydrologic Units, Vector

Digital Data, 1994
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Recommended Green Infrastructure 
Protection Strategies

ÅLand acquisition

ÅEcological restoration

ÅGreenway connections

ÅPrivate conservation easements

ÅTargeted land use planning and zoning

ÅConservation development

ÅRetrofit developed areas

ÅFarmland preservation



Implementing Green Infrastructure  
at Varying Spatial Scales



At the Regional Scale: 
CMAP GoTo 2040 Plan

Goal: Increase Conservation Open Space from 
250,000 to 400,000 acres
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ÅIncorporate GI principles 
of biodiversity and 
sustainability into master 
plans and ordinances

ÅIdentify interconnected 
greenways and wildlife 
corridors 

ÅPlan walking trails and 
bike paths linking 
subdivisions and regional 
trails


