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Landmarks Illinois Membership Levels & Benefits

Advocate Household Supporter Associate Sustainer Patron
Louis Sullivan 

Society Student
Preservation 
Commissions Individual

Small Firm   
(15 empl)

Benefits                                                      Giving Level $35 $50 $75 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 $20 $50 $150 $250

Subscription to quarterly ʺPreservation Newsʺ newsletter • • • • • • • • • • •
50% discount on admission to world‐renown Farnsworth 
House designed by architect Mies van der Rohe • • • • • • • • • • •

Discounts to educational or networking opportunities • • • • • • • • • • •
Advance notice of our public Preservation Snapshots Lecture 
Series, now in its 12th season • • • • • • • • • • •
Email notifications: Preservation in the News; Preservation 
events ʺBlastʺ; Action Alerts on important topics; Special 
invitations to events

• • • • • • • • • • •

Knowledge that you are doing your part to preserve Illinois 
invaluable heritage

• • • • • • • • • • •
Membership benefits for two (2) individuals; for HPCs, for 
the Commission staff member and chair • •
Discounted tickets (2) for Preservation Awards • • • • • •
Recognition in the “The Arch” newsletter • • • • • •
# of gift Advocate memberships 1 2 2
Two (2) complimentary tickets to the Annual Meeting • • •
Recognition at the Annual Meeting • •
Lunch with Landmarks Illinoisʹ President •
Exclusive tours and events •
Invitations to private receptions with our Board •
Discount on RBIC Cocktail Networking Reception • •
Discount on RBIC‐related seminars and/or tours • •
Exlusive networking event/tour at the biannual Preservation 
Conference • •
Discount applies for up to five (5) employees •
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Communication: Landmarks Illinois Attachment  (Landmarks Illinois Dues)





McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
Gloria Mack – February 2016 

 
 
Municipal Liaison 
 
Joint Council Meeting – On March 23rd at 7 PM the Joint Council will be meeting at the McHenry County 
Archives Storage Building in Hartland.  We will have a tour of the Archives.   We will then move to the 
Hartland Township Hall for our General Meeting. 
 
Scenic Roads – I would like to the see the Scenic Roads Sub-Committee reestablished.  I spoke to Ders 
Anderson, Open Lands, and he would be happy to chair the Committee.   I also was considering asking 
Leon Van Every to become a member.  He recently retired as McHenry County Township Road 
Commissioner.  Please give me your thoughts or if you have any suggested members. 

8.B.3
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  William Coventry Historic Site Landmark Hearing 

 Page 1 (Location map on reverse side)    

 
O:\PLANNING\HPC\LANDMARK_DESIG_PROPOSALS\_WILLIAM_COVENTRY_HOUSE\HEARINGS_&_NOTICES\LEGAL-NOTIFICATION_William-Coventry-Site.doc 

LEGAL NOTIFICATION 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that a public hearing has been scheduled by the McHenry 
County Historic Preservation Commission regarding the nomination of property 
commonly known as the “William Coventry” property for Local Landmark status.  The 
property is a sub-part of the larger property commonly known as the former "Motorola 
Campus." This hearing is being conducted in accordance with the procedures of the 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Ordinance of 1991.  
 
The property is owned by Optima Harvard Facility, LLC (Optima International of Miami, 
Inc.), Miami Florida, and it is located on the east side of North Division Street (U.S. 
Highway 14), at the intersection of Autumn Glen Drive, within the City of Harvard in 
Chemung Township.  The common address of the property is 7704 North Division 
Street (U.S. Highway 14), Harvard, Illinois, 60033.  
 
The legal description of the property, being a parcel of land, is described as follows: 
 

Part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 25, Township 46 North, 

Range 5 East of the Third Principal Meridian, described as follows: 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of said Northwest Quarter; thence 

North 89 degrees 58 minutes 55 seconds East along the South line of 

said Northwest Quarter, 68.44 feet to the Easterly right-of-way of 

U.S. Route 14 and the Point of Beginning; thence North 01 degrees 01 

minutes 06 seconds West along said right-of-way, 779.63 feet; thence 

North 88 degrees 58 minutes 54 seconds East, 332.68 feet; thence 

South 01 degrees 01 minutes 06 seconds East parallel with said 

Easterly right-of-way, 785.44 feet to the South line of said 

Northwest Quarter; thence South 89 degrees 58 minutes 55 seconds 

West along said South line, 332.73 feet to the Point of Beginning, 

in McHenry County, Illinois. [Said tract being 5.98 acres in area, 

more or less, and a portion of tax parcel PIN 01-25-100-018]  

 

The Public Hearing will be held at the following time and place:  
 
DATE:  Wednesday, the 2nd of March, 2016 
 
TIME:  7:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:  2nd Floor, Room A, Administration Building 
 McHenry County Government Center 
 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois  60098  
 
All interested parties are invited to attend and be heard at the aforementioned time and place. If 
you have questions, you may call 815-334-4560 for further information.  
 
Written comments may be submitted to: Sean Foley, McHenry County Planning and 
Development Department, 2200 N. Seminary Avenue, Woodstock, IL 60098 – or by email to 
HPC@co.mchenry.il.us – or in person at 667 Ware Road, Room 208, Woodstock, Illinois.  

2.A.1
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Staff Report for the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

Case Number:  HPC-2015-08-LM Landmark Hearing Date: 2016 March 2nd 

Nomination: Historic Site: William H. Coventry Farmstead.   

Nominator:  Grace Moline, member of the McHenry County Historical Society.   

Property Owner: Optima Harvard Facility, LLC; 200 S Biscayne Bd #3600, Miami, Florida 33131.    

Location: East side of North Division Street (U.S. Highway 14) at Autumn Glen Drive.  

Address: 7704 North Division Street (U.S. Highway 14), Harvard in Chemung Township.  

PIN and acreage: Portion of 01-25-100-018; the tract contains approximately 5.98 acres.  

Legal Description: Part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 25, Township 46 North, Range 5 East of 

the Third Principal Meridian, McHenry County, Illinois.  (See the attached legal 

description for a full description.)   

HISTORIC INFORMATION OUTLINE 

ARCHITECT:  Unknown  YEAR BUILT: 1855 and following (stages) PURPOSE/TYPE: Dwelling / Farm  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: House: Predominately Greek Revival Vernacular with some Italianate details.  

 Barn:  One part is pre-Civil War, English-style gable-roofed barn; other parts came 

later. A wing built in the 1940s is of a Dutch-style gambrel-roofed architecture.  

MODIFICATIONS: The house and main barn were constructed in stages over a period of decades.     

HISTORIC INTEGRITY: The historic integrity of the dwelling is good; but susceptible to deterioration and 

vandalism, which has already occurred.  The barn and out buildings are under 

similar circumstances.  

PRESENT/LAST USE: The buildings are currently vacant; previously a residence and farm buildings, 

having been lived-in and the farm active through the mid-1990s.  

PLANNED USE: Undetermined; commercial, institutional, or residential uses are feasible.  

HISTORIC INFORMATION SUMMARY 

William H. Coventry Farmstead and the Coventry Family   

The land which is known as the Coventry Farm, the location of the William H. Coventry 

House and Barn, was once crossed by Indian trails.  The neighbors of the settlers were said 

to mainly consist of deer and wolves, according to Mrs. Maria (Van Hosen) Coventry.  Two 

40 acre parcels were deeded to Franklin Smith, the first in 1844, signed by President Tyler 

and the second in 1845, signed by President Polk. 

William Coventry, the former captain of a whaling ship, arrived in the area in 1844 from 

Columbia County, New York.  In 1855, he had the original portions of the subject house and 

barn constructed.  The farm comprised 240 acres of "find land" at that time.  The house was 

built on the site of a log cabin that had been constructed by Franklin Smith. Remnants of 

the cabin are said to exist among the foundation of the house. 

The nearby Harvard Townsite was platted in the summer of 1856, and the Coventry farm 

property had contained a gravity-fed reservoir that supplied water to the nascent Village 

of Harvard.  History also suggests that the house was used as a stop for stagecoaches 
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traveling to Minnesota and California.  The house may also have been used to house slaves 

during the days of the Underground Railroad.   

Prior to 1871, William Coventry left Chemung Township for Minnesota.  Ida May and David 

Coventry were married in 1871 and lived in the house with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 

Smith.  Around this time, the first addition to the house was completed along with a facade 

modification to the original section.  Sometime after this, the first addition to the barn was 

completed. 

Mr. Smith died in 1880 and Mrs. Smith died in 1901.  By the time of Mrs. Smith's death, the 

house existed much the way that it does today.  With the death of her mother, Ida May 

and David Coventry inherited half her parents' estate and soon after, they purchased her 

brother Horace Smith's share.  Having ownership of the entire estate, the property became 

known as the David Coventry Farm. 

Architect  

A personal designer or architectural firm is not known.  According to William Coventry's 

grand-daughter, the building was built by him.  It is not known how many others may have 

been involved in the design and construction of the residence and outbuildings.  Owing to 

having been built in stages, it does follow, however, that several designer/builders had a 

hand in creating the structural elements found on the site.  

In 1906, Mr. and Mrs. Coventry built a home in the City of Harvard, which was built by their 

son-in-law, Charles L. Tooker.  Mr. Tooker had married Gertrude Coventry in 1904.  After the 

Coventry's moved, the farm and house were rented to various tenants. 

Mr. Coventry died in 1937. In 1940, the farm received a plaque from Governor Henry Horner 

as the most attractive home and grounds entered in the County of McHenry Farm Floral 

Contest. Mrs. Coventry died in 1944.  

Frank C. Coventry and his sister Gertrude and her husband, Charles L. Tooker owned the 

estate until Frank's death in 1950.  His share was then purchased by the Tooker family, who 

lived in Chicago during the mid-1950s.  At this same time, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goodno 

were tenants in the house and operated the farm.  

A descendant of the Coventry family was instrumental in the formation of the Mayo Clinic 

in Rochester, Minnesota.  Mark D. Coventry, M.D. has traced his roots to this house, built by 

his great grandfather, William H. Coventry.  Although the doctor himself never lived on the 

farm.  

In 1963, the estate was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Beetstra.  Indoor plumbing was 

added and to this day, the house has just one bathroom.  Since the late 1970s Beetstra's 

son, Tom, his wife, Angela, and their two children lived in the house and operated the farm. 

On October 29, 1989 plaque #36 was placed on the house by the McHenry County 

Historical Society.  

In June 1994 the Beetstra property was sold to the Motorola firm, whose founders, Paul and 

Joe Galvin, also had deep roots in and strong ties to Harvard.  Shortly thereafter, the 

company began building a major cellular telephone manufacturing facility and office 

campus on land that included the Coventry farmstead.   The facility opened in 1996.  The 

company had paid for historical assessment of the Coventry farmstead buildings that was 

started in 1992 — even before they owned it — and was completed in 1994.  The study 

concluded that the structures were generally in good condition, albeit some maintenance 
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or restorative work was called for.  The report also concluded that a strong case for the 

historical importance of the farmstead can be made.  The effort never got beyond that 

study, however.   

Due to the quaking transformations occurring in the cellular industry, the Motorola facility 

was shuttered within a mere seven years by 2003.  The property was sold to out-of-state 

investors by December 2005.  The former Motorola site changed hands again in August 

2008, being sold to the current owners, known as Optima Harvard Facility, LLC., which is a 

Florida-based U.S. division of in international company.  Attempts, by a number of local 

parties, to the reach the current owners regarding the Coventry Farmstead have been 

unsuccessful up to this point in time.  

  

Historical Period / Integrity and Building Architectural Style Elements — The Residence 

According to the historical assessment study conducted by Globtrotters Engineering (1994), 

the original north section was built in 1855.  The first addition (south section) was completed 

about 1870.  At that time, the west facade of the original building was altered to its present 

3-over-2 vvi11dow configuration. The third addition (east section) was completed about 

1890 and the fourth addition (east clapboard section) was completed sometime around 

the turn of the century. When indoor plumbing was added to the house in 1963, the cistern 

and outhouse were abandoned. 

The style of the house is predominately Greek Revival which was a popular style in the 

eastern United States in the mid to late 1800's and would have been a housing style William 

Coventry was familiar with.  The massing, the porch columns, and the broken pediments on 

the gable ends are all Greek Revival elements.  Interestingly enough, Midwestern farm 

houses of this period were more commonly built in this area's popular style: ltalinate.  It is 

probably for this reason that much of the house's decorative elements are of this style.  The 

entablature and its brackets are ltalinate details.  

On the east side of the original section of the house is a brick inscribed with the date "1855." 

Except for the last addition, which is wood frame, the exterior of the house is sand-formed, 

solid brick masonry.  These masonry walls, up to 18" thick in some areas, rest on a rubble 

stone foundation.  Large wood beams support the first floor and round log columns help 

reduce the beam spans.  

Although not normally a factor in historic designations, the interior work reflects the history of 

the period of construction.  The first floor has narrow hardwood strip flooring.  The second 

floor has medium width pine flooring.  Most all of the interior millwork and trim has been 

painted including the decorative mantel.  The house was originally heated by wood or coal 

stoves but was later changed to forced air heating.  A second floor beam in the south 

addition has failed and is being temporarily supported.  

There is severe plaster cracking in the walls and plaster deterioration is evident from water 

damage.  The plaster appears to be entirely installed over wood lath.  The exterior masonry 

is in need of cleaning and tuck-pointing.  Age and a proliferation of vines have severely 

compromised the mortar joints.  The wood trim however, is in very good condition including 

the condition of the painted surfaces. The asphalt roof shingles appear to need 

replacement.  The exposed portion of the foundation appears to have been coated with a 

waterproofing sealant.  Comparatively, the exterior is in better condition than the interior.  
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Historical Period / Integrity and Building Architectural Style Elements — The Barn 

According to the historical assessment study conducted by Globtrotters Engineering (1994), 

the existing barn, which is located to the south of the house, was constructed in four stages:   

The original section, which includes most of the gable roofed northern portion, was 

constructed with the original section of the house around 1855. The second stage was an 

addition to the east side of the barn completed sometime during the 1870s.  Evidence of 

the original eave line is visible at the juncture of the old and new sections as is a change in 

the character of the heavy timber framing.  The third stage addition comprises the 

gambrel-roofed southern wing, including the elliptical silo, which was built sometime in the 

1940s.  The last stage was the gable-roofed milk store on the west side, built in the 1960s.  

Originally the farm raised sheep, hogs and cattle, Principal crops produced were corn, hay 

and oats. Over the years, the property became a dairy farm and its crops produced 

included soybeans and alfalfa.  

The barn has been the site of many Milk Day activities and farm tours. The barn is 

predominantly heavy timber framing with wood peg connections.  The lower portions of the 

exterior walls are fieldstone.  Wood siding is used above the stone walls.  The exterior wood 

surfaces of the barn are painted white but evidence shows that the barn was originally 

painted red. 

Fieldstone barns were quite common in the Eastern U.S., but rare in the Midwest, until 

people from the New York area began to settle in McHenry County.  The Coventry Barn's 

original character may have been influenced by William Coventry's Eastern roots. 

The barn was renovated by the Beetstras in 1985.  The interior was sandblasted in 1994 to 

remove old paint and whitewash.  The roofing on the elliptical silo needs to be replaced 

and some cosmetic work, both interior and exterior needs to be completed. Overall the 

barn is in solid condition.  

At the time the Globtrotters assessment was made, no Certified Local Government (CLG) 

was available in Harvard to designate the farmstead as a local historic landmark (by 

ordinance). The designation could have been pursued through the County, but that 

procedure was unfamiliar at the time since the County Historic Preservation Commission, a 

CLG, was a newly formed at the time.  The only other option would have been to seek a 

State Historic Preservation agency certification.  

 

Conditions of the Residence and Barn Today 

The greatest threat to the house has been done by vandals by removing the metal vents 

on the roof allowing water to come into the house along with the broken windows allowing 

elements and perhaps even creatures into the house. The shake roof otherwise remains in 

good condition.  The house desperately needs to be secured and have the water diverted. 

The house has no gutters or downspouts, and the grounds lack proper grading and swales.  

Masonry and tuck-pointing on the exterior of the house is 80% in decent condition, while the 

lower 20% exhibits cracking from water damage.  The trim, casing, and frieze are in fair 

condition but need scraping and painting.   

The barn is also endangered.  It too has broken windows, unsecured doors, and the silo 

needs re-roofing. The foundation has some cracking due to water damage.  The siding is in 

relatively good condition, although it is weathered and needs repainting.  
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Additional Information  

Details are provided in the application packet, including the proposed criteria that the 

farmstead has that make it eligible for landmark status. Maps and pictures follow below.   

Map excerpt from the 1862 Plat Book: 

 

  

Map excerpt from the 1872 Plat Book:   
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Pictures of the Coventry Farmstead  

 Bird's Eye View Oriented to the East 

 

 The Western Elevation of the Main Barn 
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Communication: Staff Report  (Review of Historical Significance  (Merits) of the Proposed Landmark)
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Report prepared by Sean Foley, Staff Liaison, 2016 February 26th.   

HPC 2015-08-LM - Page 10 of 10

2.B.1

Packet Pg. 21

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
S

ta
ff

 R
ep

o
rt

  (
R

ev
ie

w
 o

f 
H

is
to

ri
ca

l S
ig

n
if

ic
an

ce
  (

M
er

it
s)

 o
f 

th
e 

P
ro

p
o

se
d

 L
an

d
m

ar
k)



Submitted by Kurt Begalka 
 
County records storage shown 
 
County Records Manager Bill Draths led a tour of the county records storage building in 
Hartland Township March 23 for members of the McHenry County Joint Council of 
Historic Groups.  
 
The 1,500-square-foot building, now at about 85 percent capacity, holds 18,000 
document boxes – each 1 cubic foot. Its steel shelves also provide for flat storage of 
large bound items. Everything is identified by a barcode, which corresponds to a 
particular shelf and box. "Say what you want but the stuff lasts," Bill said, "especially old 
paper." Among the items the facility must store permanently are land records and court 
documents.  
 
Following the tour, Joint Council members adjourned to the nearby Hartland Township 
meeting room to discuss upcoming events and approve new bylaws governing the 
group. Current members include the: Algonquin Historic Preservation Commission, 
Crystal Lake Historical Society, Greater Harvard Area Historical Society, Historical 
Society of Island Lake, Huntley Historical Society, Huntley Historic Preservation 
Commission, Lake in the Hills Historical Society, McHenry Area Historical Society, 
McHenry County Civil War Roundtable, McHenry County Historical Society & Museum, 
McHenry County Historical Society - Historic Sites Committee, Stickney House 
Foundation and Village of Spring Grove.  
 
A motion to approve the bylaws, with an amended Article IV, was made by Greg 
Lofgren and seconded by Jim McConnell. It passed unanimously.  
 
The various groups then gave an update on upcoming events – ranging from boat trips 
on Island Lake to a four-Sunday "Passport to History" collaboration in June. Laura 
Frumet asked that those with events in May (Local History Month) email her information 
at Laura Frumet <LFrumet@springgrovevillage.com>. 
 

County history groups offer Passport to History program 
  
UNION – For the second consecutive year, the Crystal Lake Historical Society, 

McHenry County Historical Society & Museum, village of Spring Grove and city of 
McHenry’s Landmarks Commission are collaborating to offer the public a smorgasbord 
of historic helpings in June. This year, those attending all four events will qualify for a 
drawing for a 1995 county history book, courtesy of the McHenry County Historical 
Society. 

 
Pick up your “passport” at the Colonel Palmer House in Crystal Lake and then bring it to 
each subsequent event so that it can be stamped. Turn in your completed passports in 
McHenry. 
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OMB Control Number 1024-0038 
Expiration Date: October 31, 2017 

National Park Service 
Heritage Preservation Assistance Programs 

State, Tribal, and Local Plans & Grants Division 
 

National Park Service Annual Products Report for CLGs 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT NAME: McHenry County Historic STATE: Illinois  
  Preservation Commission  DATE:  2016 March 28 
PERSON WHO CAN ANSWER QUESTIONS 
ABOUT RESPONSES TO THIS FORM: Sean Foley  TELEPHONE: 815-334-4215 or -4560   
 
FEDERAL    E-MAIL:  smfoley@co.mchenry.il.us 
FISCAL YEAR: 2014 (October 1, 2014, – September 30, 2015) 
 
Please read “Guidance for Completing the National Park Service Annual Products Report for CLGs”.  This 
guidance defines terms, explains what to count, answers frequently-asked questions, etc.; e.g., what is the difference 
between “CLG Inventory” and “Local Register”? 
 
1. CLG Inventory Program 
 
 During the reporting period, how many historic properties did your local government  

add to your CLG inventory? (Unincorporated areas of 8 townships)  Total individual or structure complexes: 1,578 
 
2. Local Landmarks and/or Historic Districts (a.k.a., Local Register) Program 
 

a. During the reporting period, did your local government have the legal authority to create/amend  
local landmarks/local historic districts (or a similar list of designations created by  
local law)?   Yes X    No� 

 
b. If the answer to question 2a is “No,” please leave question 2b’s blank empty and proceed  

to question 3a.  If the answer is “Yes,” during the reporting period, how many historic  
properties (i.e., contributing properties) in local historic districts/landmarks did your local  
government add to your local register (or similar list created by local law)?         _______ 

 
3. Local Tax Incentives Program 
 

a. During the reporting period, did your community have a tax incentives program/process  
under local law that could be used to benefit (directly or indirectly) historic properties?                 Yes�    No X 

 
b. If the answer to question 3a is “No,” please leave question 3b’s blank empty and proceed  

to question 4a.  If the answer is “Yes,” during the reporting period, how many historic 
properties did your local government assist through the local  tax incentives program?                      _______ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on next page)  
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT NAME:  McHenry County HPC STATE: Illinois 
(Annual Report -- Continued from the previous page) 
 
4. Local “Bricks and Mortar” Grants/Loans Program 
 

a. During the reporting period, did your community have a local government-funded  
grants/loans program that could be used for rehabilitating/restoring/preserving  
historic properties?   Yes�    No X 

 
b. If the answer to question 4a is “No,” please leave question 4b’s blank empty and proceed  

to question 5a.  If the answer is “Yes,” during the reporting period, how many historic  
properties did your local government assist through your local government’s program?                     _______ 

 
5. Local Design Review/Regulatory Compliance Program 
 

a. During the reporting period, did your local government have a historic preservation  
regulatory law(s) (e.g., an ordinance requiring Commission/staff review of 1) local  
government activities and/or 2) changes to, or impacts on, properties within a historic  
district)?   Yes X   No� 

 
b. If the answer to question 5a is “No,” please leave question 5b’s blank empty and proceed  

to question 6a.  If the answer is “Yes,” during the reporting period, how many historic  
properties did your local government review for compliance with your local government’s  
historic preservation regulatory law(s)?                                                                                                Totals— 
 Section 106 Reviews (all were new cell towers):   9 
 Certificates of Appropriateness:   1 

 
6. Local Property Acquisition Program 

 
a. During the reporting period, aside from eminent domain, did your local government have  

a program that could be used to acquire (and/or help others to acquire) historic properties in  
whole or in part through purchase, donation, or other means?   Yes�    No X 

 
b. If the answer to question 6a is “No,” please leave question 6b’s blank empty.  You have  

finished the Annual Report.  If the answer is “Yes,” during the reporting period, how many  
historic properties did your local government acquire (and/or help others to acquire) in whole 
or in part through purchase, donation, or other means?                                                                      _______ 
 

Notes/Comments: 
 
Thank you for filling out this form.  For maximum benefit, please send it, no later than July 10, 2016, to: 
 
 State, Tribal, and Local Plans & Grants Division     Attention:  John Renaud 

Preservation Assistance Programs 
 National Park Service 
 1201 Eye Street NW (Organization Code 2256),  

Washington, DC 20005   
 
Alternatively, feel free to send the report to John Renaud by fax at 202-371-1794 or at John_Renaud@nps.gov by e-
mail.  If you want an electronic (Word) or other available version of this format and accompanying guidance, please 
contact John by e-mail.  There is also an on-line data entry option that is available for State CLG Program Coordinators 
and a Google forms option that is available to you.  If you have any questions, please contact John by telephone at 202-
354-2066, by fax, or by e-mail.   
 
Because of its long-term uses, it will never be too late to provide this report’s information.  For information collection 
burden language, see the guidance for completing the report. 
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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
April 6, 2015 Report – Submitted by Gloria Mack 

 
 

Joint Council Meeting:   On March 23rd the Joint Council had a tour of the McHenry County Archives. 
After the tour a business meeting was held at the Hartland Township Offices.  Commissioners in 
attendance were Chairman McConnell, Steve Greeley, Susan Stelford and Gloria Mack. 
 
The proposed Bylaws were adopted with a change proposed by Chairman McConnell.  (See attached) 
In addition each group represented gave a brief report on their activities. 
 
 
Harmony School:  The Land marking of Harmony School will take place on May 8th, at 1 PM.  I spoke to 
the owner today, and May 8th is still good for him.  I also have been working with Marcia Lockwood to 
compile a list of Harmony Alumni.  
 
 A note, Marcia Lockwood is the mother of former Commission member Carol Lockwood.  Carol made it 
her personal project to locate a Witness Tree.  She accomplished her goal and had it verified by Ed 
Collins of MCCD. 
 
I contacted Laura Furmet, Spring Grove, who will include May 8th , in the Preservation Month brochure. 
 
I also contacted Mary McCann (District 6); she will present the plaque on behalf of the County. 
 
I am contacting Commissioner Stelford to prepare invitations and programs. 
 
I would like Chairman McConnell to act as Master of Ceremonies on May 8th. 
 
I will bring lemonade and cookies for light refreshments. 
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Village of Lake in the Hills Children's Garden 
by Village of Lake in the Hills 
Impact Area: Conservation, Health and Wellness, Social Equity 
Region: Mid West 
Build a children's garden that will educate children on organic gardening, 
healthy eating choices and giving back to the community. 

$0RAISED OUT OF $5,000 
  

0DONORS 
  

30DAYS REMAINING 

 
 

About this project. 

You can help children in Village of Lake in the Hills learn about growing organic and chemical-free 

produce, improving the environment through enriching the soil, and giving back to the needy by 

supporting a new Children’s Garden adjacent to our existing Victory Garden. 
 

Building on the success of our current garden which at this time provides approximately 300 families 

with fresh produce, the Village of Lake in the Hills Children's Garden will be a dedicated, fully 

8.C.3.1
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accessible area featuring raised garden beds, a tunnel, teepee and brightly colored containers. 

 

Your donation will help support the local food pantry while educating our youth about important 

lessons in conservation, health and giving back to the community. 

How will this impact your community? 

A program of this nature will encourage children of all abilities to be active outdoors and learn new skills while also 
gaining an appreciation for where food comes from and how it can be grown to ensure the best health benefits 
possible. 

About us! 

The Parks & Recreation Department was established in 1996 for the purpose of providing 

recreational programs and maintaining open spaces for residents to enjoy. In addition to overseeing 

31 park sites, the department manages our beaches, playgrounds, baseball, softball, soccer fields, 

and bicycle trails, and administers all recreation programs, special events, trips and outings. 

  

Our Mission... 
Lake in the Hills Parks & Recreation Department is your trusted resource providing recreational 
opportunities, facilities, parks and open spaces for safe affordable fun! 

Timeline 

Late March thru early April – planting of seeds in seed blocks 
 
Mid April – installation of Worm Tube for vermicomposting (feeding worms) where children can place 
vegetable waste every trip to the garden. Preparation of garden beds, transplanting from seed blocks 
radishes, lettuce, spinach, mustard, carrots. 
 

Late April – installation of raised beds, teepee and tunnel. 

 

May – start seeds in seed blocks, transplant tomatoes, begin harvesting radishes, mustard. Plant 
nasturtiums, lettuce, sunflower, zinnia, blue berries, borage, basil, cabbage, beans, onions. Plants for 
teepee and tunnel. 
 

June – Harvest carrots, beets, lettuce, spinach. Plant beans. Transplant squash, carrots. 

 

July – Harvest cabbage, beans, tomatoes, flowers. 
 
Throughout the growing season children will be taught organic gardening techniques with heirloom 
plants, using rainbarrels, trench composting, vermicomposting (worms) and companion planting. They 
will also learn to garden in raised beds, containers and how to vertical garden with a teepee and tunnel. 
Harvest will include cleaning, weighing and preparing produce for clients at the food pantry farmers 
market. 
 

The goal of the garden is to produce 1000 lbs. of produce for the food pantry during the growing 

8.C.3.1
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season.  
 

August – Harvest carrots, beans, tomatoes, flowers. 
 
September – Harvest remaining tomatoes, flowers. Prepare garden beds.  
 

 October – Calculate total grown produce weight. 
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Lake in the Hills hopes to build 
children's garden to help food 
pantry 
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 Lake in the Hills' parks and recreation department is seeking to raise $5,000 to help build a 
children's garden near the Victory Garden at the Algonquin-Lake in the Hills Food Pantry. 
Courtesy of Village of Lake in the Hills 

Madhu Krishnamurthy 

 
  
  
The Lake in the Hills Parks and Recreation Department is seeking to raise $5,000 
to create a children's garden that will benefit a local food pantry. 

The garden would serve an educational purpose for the nearly 450 children 
registered in the parks department's preschool, after-school, summer school and 
camp programs, as well as senior citizens and participants from the Northern 
Illinois Special Recreation Association, said Laura Barron, Lake in the Hills parks 
and recreation director. 

"We did a village survey last spring. The residents were requesting more 
environmental programming," Barron said. "We could do a little intergenerational 
programming too. We're going to have a lot of kids coming out, and we hope 
parents come out." 

Produce grown there would help feed needy families served by theAlgonquin-
Lake in the Hills Interfaith Food Pantry. Parks officials plan to build the children's 
garden on village property behind the pantry's Victory Garden, located at 1113 
Pyott Road in Lake in the Hills, where adult volunteers grow a wide variety of 
fresh vegetables and fruit provided free to the roughly 300 families served. 

"Last year, we did over 5,000 pounds of food in the current beds that we have 
right now," said Laurie Selpien, food pantry volunteer. "The idea here is it's free 
vegetables so if we can introduce the recipients to vegetables they've never had 
in their lives, you are changing the way they eat. We set up a farmers market ... so 
we can talk to the people about the vegetables and how to cook them." 
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Through the new garden, children would learn how to grow vegetables and 
plants organically and make healthy eating choices to reduce childhood obesity, 
as well as give back to the community, Barron said. 

"We are doing (six) raised garden beds," Barron said, adding that students from 
NISRA and the parks programs would rotate to plant and tend the garden. "We 
are actually going to be working with our Preschool Academy (to create) a 
curriculum. They are starting with Earth Day in April and they will be coming in 
May to do planting and watering. It's going to be a lot of fun." 

Each garden bed will be about 3 feet by 20 feet long and incorporate worm 
composting, regular composting, and a teepee-like structure and tunnel with 
vines growing above it. 

The garden will be built within the next two weeks and be in use from April 
through the end of September. Lowe's Home Improvement has selected it as 
a Lowe's Heroes project, and volunteers will help build it and supply the 
materials, Barron said. 

Donations for the children's garden are being sought through the Fund Your 
Park campaign page on the National Recreation and Park Association website 
through April 28. Donations also can be made in person at the Lake in the Hills 
Village Hall, 600 Harvest Gate, during regular business hours. Donors names will 
be added to the garden wall in the village hall lobby. 

"We ask for a minimum of $1 donation," Barron said. 

The village also is competing for a grant through Seeds of Change and residents 
can cast votes in support of the garden project through its website once daily 
starting Thursday through April 18. Grants could range from $10,000 to $20,000, 
Barron said. 

"This is all through grant money," Barron said, adding no village funds were 
allocated for the project. 
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McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Assignments by Committee: Effective as of 2016 May 04 (D-R-A-F-T) 

 
 
 

 

 

COMMITTEES SUB-COMMITTEES / PROGRAMS  MEMBERS 

BUDGET Grants  
Steve Greeley*  
  

COMMUNICATIONS and PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 
    

Website Steve Greeley*  

Annual Calendar  Susan Stelford * 

Publications Susan Stelford * 

MUNICIPAL LIAISONS & PROGRAMS 

Municipal Relations;  
Programs Coordination 

James McConnell*  
David Gervais*  Gloria Mack* 

Joint Council  Gloria Mack*  

MCCD LIAISON Δ  Gail Brown ‡ 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

Heritage Groves 
Lynn Gray *    
Gail Brown ‡ 

Scenic Roads 
Gloria Mack* 
Gail Brown  

Victory Gardens Laurie Selpien* 

SURVEY  and LANDMARK     
 
     

Rural Intensive Survey;  
Landmark Nomination Reports  
Endangered Sites and  
Historic Sites Audit 

Lynn Gray *   
Gail Brown ‡ 
James McConnell   

 

 Required Committee per Bylaws  

* Chair or Co-Chair  

‡ Ex-Officio member  

Δ No subcommittees are specified   

 

 

Proposed Changes:  

Paula Rieghns — Survey and Landmark  
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O:\PLANNING\HPC\MEMBERS\ROSTERS\_B__HPC-Roll-Call-2016.05.04 (MAY-DRAFT).doc 

MEMBER ROLL 
McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSIONERS 

Effective as of 2016 May 04 (DRAFT)  
www.co.mchenry.il.us/HPC 

 
 
 

MEMBER COMMITTEES / SUBCOMMITTEES / PROGRAMS  TERM ENDING 
 

 

James McConnell, Chairman  SURVEY AND LANDMARK; MUNICIPAL RELATIONS AND PROGRAMS 2016.11.26 
   Municipal Relations and Programs;  
  Endangered Sites and Audit   
 

 

Lynn M. Gray, Vice Chair SURVEY AND LANDMARK; SPECIAL PROGRAMS 2018.11.30 
  Landmark Nominations;  
  Heritage Groves  
 

 

Susan Stelford, Secretary  COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS   2017.11.26 
  Annual Calendar;  
  Publications  
 

 

David Gervais MUNICIPAL LIAISON;  2016.11.26 
 

 

Steve Greeley COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS   2020.11.26 
 Website 
 

 

Gloria Mack MUNICIPAL LIAISON; SPECIAL PROGRAMS 2019.11.26 
  Joint Council; Municipal Relations and Programs; 
  Landmark Nominations; Scenic Roads 
 

 

Vacant (was Eric Hunt's slot)     2018.11.30 
 

 

Paula Rieghns  SURVEY AND LANDMARK  2020.11.26 
   
 

Laurie Selpien SPECIAL PROGRAMS 2018.11.26 
  Victory Gardens 
 

 

Gail Brown  MCCD LIAISON; SURVEY AND LANDMARK;   (EX-OFFICIO) 
  Endangered Sites and Audit;  
  Heritage Groves  
 

 

Sean Foley STAFF LIAISON (EX-OFFICIO) 
 

 

Audrey Martin STAFF SECRETARY (ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT) 
   

 
 

 
 
Proposed Changes:  
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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
May 2016 Report – Submitted by Gloria Mack 

 
Program Coordination: 
 
Harmony School Dedication: Sunday, May 8, 2016 @ 1 PM 
 
Invitations were sent to the County Board members, and the Alumni of Harmony School that I had the 
addresses for. 
 
County Board member Mary McCann (District 6) will present the plaque on behalf of the County Board, 
to the owner. 
 
Woodstock Boy Scout Troop 153 will present the Colors. 
 
The Speakers are: 
 
Bob Frenz – author of “Historic Country Schools of McHenry County, Illinois”. 
 
Jim Henning – Alumni of Harmony School 
 
The Chairman will act as the Master of Ceremonies. 
 
Susan Stelford created the program from the above information: 
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HISTORIC LANDMARK PLAQUING CEilEMONY1JF . 
THE tiLD HARMONY ROAD SCHOOL SITE 

<You are invited to attend tlie·p[aquing ceremony: 

Sunday, CJiay--8, 2016 
J.·OOp.m~ 

at tlie Q[c{J{armony {}Wad Schoo{ 
16903 J{armony (]{pact; :Marengo/Cora[ 

(presented 6y tlie :M.c1fenry County 
Jfistoric cp,.eservation Commission 
and tlie :M.cJfenry County (}3oard . 

~fresfunents to jo((ow 

McHenry County .Historic Preservation Commission _. 
c/o McHemy County Dept. of Planning & Development 

220D N01t li Seminary - Woodstock, lL 60098 
815 - 334 - 4560 
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Dear Gloria, 
  
Thank you for having us.  I know our Scouts enjoyed themselves.  I feel it is important to expose 
our young men to events such as the Harmony School Landmark Ceremony so that they can 
see the importance of historic preservation. 
  
I have copied the parents of all the Scouts who participated, and if you ever need us again feel 
free to contact me. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
John Fiorina 
  
From: Yahoo!© Inc. [mailto:psalm9-9@att.net]  
Sent: Monday, May 09, 2016 4:15 PM 
To: John Fiorina <jfiorina@crystallakeparks.org> 
Subject: Thank you 
  
Dear John, 
  
I would like to extend my personal thanks and the appreciation of the entire McHenry 
County Historic Preservation Commission to the Leaders and Scouts of Troop 153 for 
their participation in the Harmony School Landmark Ceremony. 
  
Specials thanks to the Scouts who presented the Colors, the Bugler, and the Scout who 
led the Pledge. 
  
Gratefully, 
  
Gloria Mack 
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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
July 6, 2016 Meeting 

Gloria Mack 
 

 
I provided the name and current address of the owner of the Holcomville School to the Chairman. 
 
 
On June 26th I served as a docent to the Colby/Peterson Farm House in McHenry.   
The Day on the Farm celebrates farming yesterday and today. 
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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
July 2016 Report – Submitted by Gloria Mack 

 
Nancy Fike and I were asked to present a program to the Lake County Historic Alliance, on July 20th, on 
the history of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Ordinance.  Nancy spoke on the Study 
Committee who authored the Ordinance and I spoke on the implementation of the Ordinance. 
 
Nancy talked about County Board Chair Ed Buss. Although he was not a preservationist he was a 
pragmatist and he agreed to the Study Committee.  I served on the Study Committee. We worked for a 
year and came up with the Ordinance.  The Ordinance was sent to the States Attorney to test its legality. 
It was then sent to the County Board in 1991 where it passed unanimously.  Ann Hughes was County 
Board Chair when it passed. 
 
I spoke on the following:  I was the first Chairperson.  Our first project was to author a Preservation Plan 
and By-laws that governed the future Commissions. In addition, we worked with Woodstock, Crystal 
Lake and Marengo who decided to implement Ordinances.  I brought our Ordinance, so that it mirrored 
our Ordinance, not exactly; however they used it as a template for their Ordinances.  I noted that we 
have 27 Landmarks which include historic structures, one room school houses, a swimming pool and a 
witness tree.  In addition I spoke about our Scenic Road Program and Historic Scenic Grove programs.  I 
also spoke on the inter-governmental program that was initiated.  
 
 FYI, when we received the application for Holcolmville School, it was brought to our attention that ½ 
the School was in Bull Valley and ½ in the County.  When we held the Public Hearing the developer came 
and said if we Landmarked the School, we would tear down ½ the School.  This was our first 
Intergovernmental Agreement and we entered into it with Bull Valley.  In succeeding years we have 
entered into Agreements with communities who did not have the population or will to establish a 
Historic Commission. 
 
There was a lively question and answer session after both Nancy’s presentation and mine. 
After the meeting a member of the Lake Zurich Commission asked how they could save the last  
Train station in their town.  I suggested she speak to the Mayor, and gauge the interest of the elected 
officials.  I drive through Lake Zurich weekly.  I have a patient at Lexington.  There isn’t much left of 
historic Lake Zurich. 
 
Nancy Schumm, a Lake Barrington member spoke on a project she has initiated to have the Chain of 
Lakes designated a Scenic Historic Waterway.  She hopes to have areas along the route that people can 
stop and picnic.  I mentioned that the Grass Lily Pads are protected, so she has a good chance to achieve 
her goal. 
 
The following Communities were represented: 
 
Lake Barrington 
Highland Park 
Highwood 
Wauconda  
Island Lake 
Lake Zurich 
Grayslake  
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Page 2 
Groups represented continued. 
 
Lake County Forest Preserve 
Fox Lake 
Antioch 
 
A note, the Ordinance has stood the test of time.  I hope future County Boards don’t tamper with 
perfection. 
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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
September 2016 Report – Gloria Mack 

 
 
An amendment to my July report.  The Lake County Forest Preserve Museum and Offices are moving 
from Wauconda to Libertyville, the former Motorola facility. 
 
Additional Historic Activities (August) – I manned the Historical Society Booth at the County Fair.  I sold 
Quilt raffle tickets and merchandise. 
 
The family of Marie Wilt asked that I distribute her extensive Civil War collection to Historic sites. Her 
estate included 25 dresses, accessories, many capes and hats.  Also, period appropriate toys and 
furniture.  I distributed her collection to the following organizations: 
 
Power/Walker House, Richmond  
The Peterson Farm, McHenry 
The McHenry County Historical Society, Union 
The Palmer House – Crystal Lake 
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Daily Herald — 2016 August 30 

Lake in the Hills children's garden provides produce for needy 

Daily Herald / 8/30/2016 3:57 PM 

MADHU KRISHNAMURTHY FOLLOW @DH_MADHUK  

From pumpkins to pineapples, a new children's garden in Lake in the Hills is providing needy families 

fresh, organic produce they otherwise could not afford. 

The Algonquin-Lake in the Hills Interfaith Food Pantry's new children's garden, planted over the summer, 

now is open. It is on about a half acre next to an adult garden at the pantry, 1113 Pyott Road. 

A tunnel with vines growing above it greets visitors at the entrance. The garden features six raised beds 

with a variety of flowers to attract bees, six large raised vegetable beds, a small greenhouse, pumpkin 

patch, pizza toppings garden, potato garden, and a 12-foot-tall tepee-style planter. Each garden bed is 

about 3 feet by 20 feet long and incorporates worm and regular composting. No chemicals are used. 

 

"We have already harvested over 150 pounds of vegetables just from the children's garden alone," said 

Laurie Selpien of Lake in the Hills, a food pantry volunteer. 

Pantry patrons can peruse from a spread of fruits and vegetables -- including peas, a variety of zucchini 

and squashes, okra, beans, Mexican cucumbers, lemon cucumbers, potatoes, heirloom tomatoes, 

watermelons, blueberries and strawberries -- at a weekly farmers market where volunteers talk to them 

about the vegetables and share recipes for how to cook them. 

"They can take as much as they want," Selpien said. The idea is introducing low-income families to 

vegetables they have never had in their lives and changing the way they eat. 

The pantry's gardens feed 300 local families. Last year, more than 5,000 pounds of food were distributed. 
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Daily Herald — 2016 August 30 

The children's garden 

also serves an 

educational purpose 

for the nearly 450 

children registered in 

the Lake in the Hills 

Parks and Recreation 

Department's 

preschool, after-

school, summer 

school and camp 

programs, as well as 

senior citizens and 

participants from the 

Northern Illinois 

Special Recreation 

Association. 

 

Throughout the year, 

groups of children 

from local schools, Scouting troops, and day cares can volunteer or tour the garden. Parks department 

staff members have developed a curriculum and work with volunteer gardeners to educate visitors. 
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Daily Herald — 2016 August 30 

Children would learn how to grow vegetables and plants organically and make healthy eating choices to 

reduce childhood obesity. 

"We are doing this as a combined effort to teach children about the environment, healthy eating and 

serving the community," said Laura Barron, Lake in the Hills parks and recreation director. 

The parks department raised nearly $4,000 through in-kind and monetary donations from individuals and 

businesses to create the garden. 

Lowe's Home Improvement store in Lake in the Hills donated the materials and labor to build the garden. 

Contributors include Centegra Health System, Butcher on the Block, Tom's Farm Market, Duke's Ale 

House, and Midwest Organics. 

"The community really responded," Barron said. "Next year, we'd like to continue to expand the garden." 

Officials hope to add more raised planting beds closer to the pantry building. Donations toward the 

garden are accepted through the village's People for Parks Foundation and can be mailed to 600 Harvest 

Gate, Lake in the Hills, IL 60156 or dropped off at village hall during regular business hours. 

Volunteers also are being sought to help with the garden between 8 a.m. and noon Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. For more information on the pantry, visit alith-foodpantry.org. 
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FRIENDS OF THE OLD COURTHOUSE 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE COMPETITION 

                                   REGISTRATION FORM 

 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE TITLE:  ______________________________________________ 

ORGANIZATION:  _________________________________________________________ 

NAME:  _________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:  _________________________________________________________________  

PHONE:  ________________________________________________________________ 

CATEGORY:   ______CHILDREN (10 & under)   ______FAMILY    ______GROUP    ______BUSINESS 

FOTOC reserves the right to photograph and use photographs of all entries and participants for  

advertising and promotional purposes.  Competition entry constitutes participant’s consent to use  

their name for editorial advertising and publicity purposes.  FOTOC is not responsible for any loss or 

damage.  By signing this form, I understand and agree to all of the rules of this competition. 

 

SIGNATURE:  ________________________________________DATE:  _____________ 

Submit to Woodstock City Hall, 121 W. Calhoun St., Woodstock by 11/4/16 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    

THANK YOU FOR JOINING OUR GINGERBREAD HOUSE COMPETITION! 

Royal Icing Recipe- Makes about 2 ½ cups 

   Mix Together:  1 lb. powdered sugar, 3 tbsp. meringue powder (can be found at cake decorating or   

   craft stores), and ½ tsp. cream of tartar. 

   Add:  3 ½ oz. of water and beat until icing forms stiff peaks.  Keep covered with a damp cloth to  

   keep icing from drying out as you work. 

 

Please note:  You will be provided the plywood board base and meringue powder free of charge when 

you submit your registration form to Woodstock City Hall. 

 

Completed Gingerbread House must be brought to the Old Courthouse on Saturday, November 19th 

from noon-3:00pm or Sunday, November 20th from noon – 3:00pm. 

 

Gingerbread Houses must be picked up on Saturday, December 17th from noon-3:00pm.  Failure to do 

so will result in disposal of your entry. 

 

Questions?  Please email:  FriendsofOldCourthouse@gmail.com  

Visit us at www.friendsoftheoldcourthouse.org or www.facebook.com/FriendsoftheOldCourthouse/  

8.A.4
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FRIENDS OF THE OLD COURTHOUSE 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN OUR 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE DISPLAY AND COMPETITION 

 

    All Gingerbread Houses will be displayed in the lobby of the Old Courthouse,  

    101 N. Johnson Street, Woodstock, from the Lighting of the Square (11/25/16)  

    until mid-December (12/16/16). 

    RULES: 

All Gingerbread House entries must be in the form of a building. 

Please include your name and Gingerbread House title in a visible place on the base. 

All Gingerbread Houses must be placed on a plywood board base, (no cardboard al-

lowed) not exceeding 18”x18”.  Plywood board base will be provided free of 

charge at City Hall when registration from is submitted. 

All Gingerbread Houses must be 100% edible; except for the base board and candy 

wrappers. 

Use only Royal Icing (see recipe on Registration form); structures made with egg or 

butter icings quickly turn rancid.  The meringue powder is also provided free of  

      charge at City Hall when registration form is submitted. 

Do not use anything on your house that requires refrigeration (such as prepared 

Jello). 

No battery or electric components in or around your Gingerbread House are allowed. 

Group Entries are allowed; one Gingerbread House per participant/group. 

Registration is required so space can be reserved.  Please submit the Registration 

form to Woodstock City Hall, 121 W. Calhoun Street, Woodstock by 11/4/16. City 

Hall hours:  8:30am - 5:00pm M,W,Th,F and 8:30am - 7:00pm Tuesdays 

Completed Gingerbread House must be submitted to the Old Courthouse on Satur-

day, November 19th from noon-3:00pm or Sunday, November 20th from noon – 

3:00pm. 

Judging will take place between 11/21/16-11/24/16 and results will be displayed on 

11/25/16.  Categories include:  Children (10& under), Family, Group, and Busi-

ness.  Judging will be based on the following criteria:  Overall appearance, Diffi-

culty, Creativity and Originality.  There will be a winner and honorable mention 

awarded in each category.  There will also be a People’s Choice award based on 

visitor ballot voting at the Lighting of the Square Ceremony on 11/25/16 from 

5:00-8:00pm.  Winner will be notified by email. 

Gingerbread Houses must be picked up on Saturday, December 17th from noon-

3:00pm.  Failure to do so will result in disposal of your entry. 

 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING OUR GINGERBREAD HOUSE COMPETITION! 

8.A.4
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The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission meetings for 2017 will be held on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the McHenry County Government Center 
– Administration Building, 667 Ware Rd., Woodstock, Illinois unless otherwise noticed.  
Room locations will vary.  The following are the meeting dates for 2017: 
 
 

January 4, 2017  

February 1, 2017 

March 1, 2017 

April 5, 2017 

May 3, 2017 

June 7, 2017 

July 5, 2017 

August 2, 2017 

September 6, 2017 

October 4, 2017 

November 1, 2017 

December 6, 2017 

 
 
 

6.A.1
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From: Dennis Sandquist 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 4:31 PM
To: 'James G. McConnell'
Subject: FW: Historic Preservation Calendar

Jim

Please see the response from the County Purchasing Director. As long as you keep the cost under $1,000, the HPC can 
proceed with purchasing the calendar from any desired vendor.

Thank you for requesting the clarification.

Dennis 
______________________________

From: Donald Gray 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 3:46 PM
To: Dennis Sandquist <DASandquist@co.mchenry.il.us>
Cc: Amy Burke <alburke@co.mchenry.il.us>; Sean Foley <smfoley@co.mchenry.il.us>
Subject: RE: Historic Preservation Calendar

Dennis –

First per the County Purchasing Ordinance if the cost is under $1,000.00 a department does not have to use Purchasing 
and is free to buy from who they want. There is no restriction from buying from a Canadian Company that I know of and 
we have no local preference policy. There is no policy that prohibits the County from buying foreign made products. If 
there is any other question regarding this please advise.

Don
______________________________

From: Dennis Sandquist 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 3:15 PM
To: Donald Gray
Cc: Amy Burke; Sean Foley
Subject: Historic Preservation Calendar

Don

For the last several years the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has been creating a calendar featuring 
photography of local historic structures. The order is placed on‐line from a Canadian firm using an application that allows 
them to select the calendar layout, upload the photos, pay by credit card, and have the calendar shipped to us. The 
annual cost is around $600 US. Prior to selecting the Canadian firm, the members of the HPC did some research and 
found this to be the cheapest vendor. They are very happy with the product quality. 

Is there any concern with this purchasing process, particularly the use of a non‐US vendor? 

Even if the use of a non‐US vendor is allowed under the purchasing ordinance, does the County have a policy of buying 
American, even if it costs more?

Conversely, does County policy or state law prohibit requiring US vendors if the product costs more?

Thank you.

Dennis

8.A.1.1
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COUNTY of McHENRY, ILLINOIS 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

CONCERNING THE USDOT-FHWAIIDOT DRAFT PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS, it is the duty of the of the McHenry County Historic Preservation 

Commission (HPC) to make recommendations to the McHenry County Board and to other 

government agencies regarding the designation and protection of historic landmarks and 

preservation districts; and, 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on the 2nd of November, 

2016 solicited the comments of interest parties (Certified Local Governments) regarding 

the Draft Programmatic Agreement for Section 106 Implementation for Federal-aid 

Transportation Projects in the State of Illinois (PA) by the 2nd of December, 2016 [Attention 

to HPER-IL]; and, 

WHEREAS, the proposed PA was distributed locally, and the McHenry County 

Division of Transportation (MCDOT) returned its comments to the Commission; and, 

WHEREAS, with distribution of the proposed PA, and with proper notice, a public 

hearing was held on this matter before this Commission on this 16th day of November, 

2016 at the McHenry County Government Center, Woodstock, Illinois; and the 

Commission voted unanimously to forward its comments and that of MCDOT, 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by this Commission that this Resolution be 

transmitted to the FWHA Illinois Division with its comments, attached as Exhibit A, together 

with MCDOTs comments attached as Exhibit B. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

DATED at Woodstock, Illinois this 16TH day of November 2016, 

aames McConnell, Chairman 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

ATTEST: 
Susan Stelford, Secretary 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

Attachments: 

Exhibit A- HPC Comments 
Exhibit 8 - MCDOT Comments 



C O U N T Y o f  M c H E N RY,  I LL I N OI S  

 

H I ST O RI C P RE SE R V AT I O N C OM M I SSI O N R E SO L U TI O N  
EXHIBIT "A" 

 

The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission has completed the review of the Historic 

Impact Review information of the Draft (dated October 26), 2016 Programmatic Agreement for 

Section 106 Implementation for Federal-aid Transportation Projects in the State of Illinois, and 

have the following comments:  

COMMENT 1: The 30 day response periods in the following paragraphs of the Draft Programmatic 

Agreement should be extended to 42 days: VI.A.4.a); VI.A.4.b); VI.C.1.b); VI.C.2.b)(2) and XV.A. 

This extension is needed to give responding organizations, such as our Commission, which 

regularly meet on a specific weekday in the first seven days of a calendar month, the opportunity to 

consider proposed findings and actions subject to the Draft Programmatic Agreement at a regularly 

scheduled public meeting of the organization rather than convening a special meeting to consider 

the proposed findings and actions, which would reduce public participation in the organization’s 

considerations and deliberations.  

COMMENT 2: Change the date "Post-1945" in two places on page 2 to “older than 50 years” so as 

to protect structures not currently old enough to be landmarked but which will age into eligibility 

during the duration of the Programmatic Agreement.  

COMMENT 3: Under the sections describing the responsibilities of the SHPO, the Historic and 

Architectural Resources Geographical Information System (HARGIS) is stated to be relied upon. 

(II.C.3 and VI.B.3.d)) However, due to the limited resources of the Illinois Historic Preservation 

Agency, the personnel and resources necessary to adequately operate, update, and maintain the 

HARGIS system are lacking. HARGIS cannot be relied upon for the purposes proposed. 
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C O U N T Y o f  M c H E N RY,  I LL I N OI S  

 (Continued) 

H I ST O RI C P RE SE R V AT I O N C OM M I SSI O N R E SO L U TI O N  
EXHIBIT "B" 

 

The McHenry County Division of Transportation (MCDOT) has completed the review of the 
Historic Impact Review information of the Draft (dated October 26), 2016 Programmatic 
Agreement for Section 106 Implementation for Federal-aid Transportation Projects in the 
State of Illinois, and have the following comments: 

Page 8 of 19 

 Under VI., B., 3., d) – last line of text – the “an” should be “a” 

Page 9 of 19 

 Under VI., C., - in general within this section – How long will this material be 
required to be retained? – 4 years, 7 years, indefinitely? – a definite time frame 
statement for retention should be stated 

Page 18 of 19 

 Appendix A, item 1 – suggest/request that the “40 years” be changed to “60 years” 
– last wave of the bridge building in Illinois was in the 1950’s – the 40 years only 
takes this back to 1976, the 60 years would take it back to 1956 – on that same line 
of reasoning, the 1930’s was the wave of bridge work prior to the 1950’s, consider 
also the taking back of the years to “80 years”, which would be 1936 (that would 
cover even the oldest bridge involved in McHenry County, i.e. Chapel Hill Road) 

Page 19 of 19 

 Appendix A, item 12 – a comma should be inserted between “…hazard…” and 
“…and…” 

 Appendix A, item 13 – remove one of the double spaces between “…bi-
directional…” and “…lanes…” 

 Appendix A, item 15 – add “…county, township, and municipalities…” between the 
words “…state… and “right…”, and make the word “…right-of-way…” plural with the 
addition of an “s” 

Certified Local Governments in Illinois 

 Not seeing the McHenry County Historical Society, which I believe is certified, 
caused me to do some quick research – attached find a copy of other possible 
entities/organizations that should be reviewed to see if they belong on the list as 
well. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION – Exhibit "B" – Page 2 of 2. 

 

 

That then concludes my review and comments. If clarification is needed, please let me 
know. Hope that the overall project is a success. 

Thank you. 

  
Ernest J. Varga 
Project/Design Engineer 
McHenry County Division of Transportation 
Direct: 815.334.4644 | Cell: 815.482.2892 | Main: 815.334.4960 | Fax: 815.334.4989 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

 List of Historic-interest entities/organizations in McHenry County.  
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