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  Mary Ann Dickinson 

Mary Ann Dickinson is the President and CEO of the Alliance for Water Efficiency, a non-profit organization dedicated to 

promoting the efficient and sustainable use of water in the United States and Canada.  Headquartered in Chicago, the 

Alliance works with nearly 400 water utilities, water conservation professionals in business and industry, planners, 

regulators, and consumers.  In 2014 the Alliance won the U.S. Water Prize in the non-profit category for its work. 

Prior to joining the Alliance in July of 2007, Mary Ann was Executive Director of the California Urban Water Conservation 

Council, a non-profit organization composed of urban water supply agencies, environmental groups, and other entities 

managing statewide water conservation in California and implementing the nation’s first set of Best Management Practices.   

Mary Ann has over 40 years of experience, having worked at the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, the 

South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority, and the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection.             

A graduate of the University of Connecticut with a degree in environmental planning, Mary Ann has authored numerous 

publications on water conservation, land use planning, and natural resources management, and has co-produced two films 

that have aired on public television and community cable stations.  Mary Ann is past Chair of the Efficient Urban Water 

Management Specialist Group for the International Water Association, past Chair of the American Water Works Association 

National Water Conservation Division, past President of the California Irrigation Institute, past President of the Lake 

Arrowhead Community Services District, and currently serves as a Board member of the Green Building Initiative, Texas 

Water Foundation, and River Network. Mary Ann has presented numerous papers on water conservation internationally 

and all across the United States and Canada. 

 

  Jason Thomason  

Jason Thomason is a glacial geologist/hydrogeologist and head of the Hydrogeology and Geophysics Section at the Illinois 

State Geological Survey (ISGS).  He received a B.S. in Geology from Bradley University in 1998, a M.S. in Hydrogeology from 

Illinois State University in 2000, and earned a Ph.D. in Geology from Iowa State University in 2006.  At the ISGS, his work has 

focused largely on the glacial history and 3-D mapping of shallow aquifer systems in northeast Illinois, which includes a two-

year study of the subsurface geology and sand and gravel aquifers in McHenry County.  Recently, his work also includes 

mapping engineering properties of glacial sediments and developing web-based services to deliver 3-dimensional geologic 

data to the public. 

 

   Amy Gahala 

Amy Gahala is a hydrologist with the U.S. Geological Survey since 2011. She received her B.S. degree in Geology and 

Environmental Geoscience and M.S. degree in Geology from Northern Illinois University. Her research focuses on 

contaminant hydrogeology, water quality, and groundwater resource assessment and availability. She also serves as a 

hydrologic technical advisor to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. She is currently serving as Vice-Chair of the 

Illinois Groundwater Association.  


