McHry Coun

Historic Preservation Commission’s

Heritage Grove
Program
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Historic pre-settlement
accounts from the
Jesuits; the first
Europeans to come to
this new land, mention
the impressive northern
Illinois oak groves they
encountered.
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Fire, either touched off
by lightning or
deliberately set by the
Native Americans to aid
their seasonal travel and
hunting, literally shaped
the landscape we see in
McHenry County today.

Consuming flames rolled
over the glacial hills and
valleys sculpting oak
groves and opening
prairie.
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Settlers moved into the area
In the 1830's and before long
thousands of acres of oaks
had disappeared for lumber,
fuel, or to simply clear the
land for farming.




Today our remaining oak
remnants are in peril as never
before. Development
pressures, invasive plant
species, pollution stress, exotic
Insects, drought, and diseases
are all contributing to oak loss i
countywide. :



New generations of oaks are
unable to germinate and flourish
because acorns cannot compete
with fast growing invasive
buckthorn, box elder, and multi-
flora rose.

And the damage doesn’t end

there. Older trees are deprived of
sunlight, scarce water, and soil | _
nutrients when they are crowded gﬁ* N
by these species. 3

T




Pre-European Oak Distribution (1837)
MeHenry County, IL
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HERITAGE
GROVE




Through this voluntary program, we highlight our county’s
significant natural beauty, creating awareness and future
advocacy for this often unappreciated natural resource.










The grove must be a minimum of 5 acres in size.

If you are unsure, ask the McHenry County Historic
Preservation Commission and we’ll find someone who
would know.




Your nomination must contain mature oaks 50+
years old. This isn’t as difficult as it sounds,
most remaining groves are 80 to 100 years old!




Your nomination must be approved by the owner who
agrees to preserve their oaks as a Heritage Grove for the
duration of the designation. If you don’t know who the
owner is, we will be able to determine that for you.




Why can’t I nominate a grove without the owner’s permission?
There may plans to clear the land in the future. We hope this
honorary program will be a point of pride for the owner who
will then see to the grove’s preservation.




That’s all there is?

Just one more thing....



Visit the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission’s
website for the nomination form or stop in and pick up a form
at the Planning & Development Department in the McHenry
County Government Center’s Administration Building.




A very special thank you to the talented professional
and amateur photographers of McHenry County
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