
[image: logo]3rd Grade 	Water Conservation: ‘Making Every Drop Count’   
Letter parents:
Today a presenter from the McHenry County Schools Environmental Education Program visited your child’s classroom.  This program is supported by the McHenry County Department of Planning and Development, Regional Office of Education, with 47 county schools.  Since 1987, our mission has been to bring environmental concerns and cares into our education facilities and as a result, hopefully into your homes. Below is a summary of what we discussed.  May it be a conversation starter between you and your child. 

Most students are surprised to learn they are drinking the same water the dinosaurs drank! Our third graders learn how our Earth recycles water through the water cycle.   Is water a renewable or non-renewable natural resource?  There’s a little trick to that question.  “Old water” that is deep within aquifers is considered non renewable in our lifetime, water that cycles through the water cycle and “renews” itself is considered renewable. Understanding that all living things need clean water to survive, we examine McHenry County’s water source: groundwater and ways it can be protected and conserved.  This lesson gives students ways to make every drop count immediately. 
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