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1st Grade: Our good friends the trees
[image: logo]Letter parents:
Today a presenter from the McHenry County Schools Environmental Education Program visited your child’s classroom.  This program is supported by the McHenry County Department of Planning and Development, Regional Office of Education, with 47 county schools.  Since 1987, our mission has been to bring environmental concerns and cares into our education facilities and as a result, hopefully into your homes. Below is a summary of what we discussed.  May it be a conversation starter between you and your child. 
The first grade presentation reinforces the previous year’s concepts of the “3 R’s”, but concentrates specifically on paper recycling and the source of that paper – trees. We look at the many gifts that trees bring to our world; food, air quality, habitat for animals, soil retention, shade, wood for human use, and more. The students watch a short video from the IL Department of Natural Resources, “Kids for Trees.” We explore who uses trees and what industries use trees products. The undisputed highlight of the class is making our own recycled paper. Each class gets to keep the paper shape made as a reminder of the importance of recycling paper and caring for our good friends, the trees. 
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