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Comprehensive SMO Revision

Goals

• Correct inconsistencies in terms, definitions and regulatory standards

• Streamline the permit submittal and review requirements

• Reduce the regulatory burden where feasible

• Update regulations

2



Comprehensive SMO Revision

Process

• Identify issues with the Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO)

• Propose solutions to the issues

• Draft a revised SMO

• Public hearing and adopt the revised SMO

• Certified Community adoption
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Agenda

• New Features of the Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO) 

• Regulated Development and Exempted Development

• General Permits

• Application Requirements

• Performance Standards 
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https://www.co.mchenry.il.us/county‐government/departments‐
j‐z/planning‐development/ordinances

Additional Resources Coming Soon!



• Hyperlinks

• Notes to User

• Tables

• Figures

• Flowcharts

• Watershed Map
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• Location of 

Development

• Size of Development

• Impervious Area 

Exceeding Design 

Parameters

• Part of a Larger 

Development
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Regulated Development
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Flood Hazard Areas
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Flood Hazard Areas
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Floodplain



Flood Hazard Areas
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Floodway 
(Designated)

Floodplain



Flood Hazard Areas
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Flood Fringe

Floodway 
(Designated)

Flood Fringe

Floodplain



Flood Hazard Areas

Flood Fringe

Floodway 
(Non‐
Designated)

Floodway 
(Designated)

Floodplain
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Flood Hazard Areas

Flood Fringe

Floodway 
(Non‐
Designated)

Floodway 
(Non‐
Designated) 
or Flood 
Prone Area

Floodway 
(Designated)

Floodplain
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http://www.mchenrycountygis.org/planning/
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http://www.mchenrycountygis.org/planning/
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• Eliminated

– Change in Runoff 

Direction

– Volume of Earthwork
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Regulated Development
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• Maintenance of Existing 

Buildings

• Maintenance of Existing 

Roads and Trails

• Other Maintenance 

Activities
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Exempted Development
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• Gardening and 

Landscaping

• Tillage and Agricultural 

Practices

• NRCS Conservation Plan

• Demolition

• Utility Service Lines
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Exempted Development
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Not Sure?
Ask P&D.



Questions?
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Break
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• Specified Development

• Applicability

• Authorization

• Terms and Conditions

– All Development

– Signs, Poles, and Fencing

– Dredging

– Wetland Restoration and 

Enhancement
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General Permit Number 1
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• Agreement Between 

County and Agencies

• For Regulated 

Development

– Restoration and 

Enhancement of Natural 

Areas

– Makes Natural Areas 

Accessible to the Public
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Letters of Understanding

42



• Agreement Between 

County and Agencies

• For Regulated 

Development

– Restoration and 

Enhancement of Natural 

Areas

– Makes Natural Areas 

Accessible to the Public

Page 24

Letters of Understanding

43



• Size and Type of 

Development

• Location of 

Development
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• Basic Submittal

• SE/SC Submittal

• Runoff Control 

Submittal

• Flood Hazard Area 

Submittal

• Wetlands, Waters, and 

Buffer Area Submittal
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Application Requirements
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Runoff Control

• Maintenance Plan

• Detention in Wetlands

• Runoff Volume 

Reduction

• Water Quality 

Protection

• Watershed Specific 

Requirements
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Wetlands and Waters

• Waters Included

• USACE Jurisdiction

– Preliminary JDs

• Letters of No Impact

• Categories of Wetland 

Impact

• Onsite Mitigation
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Performance Standards
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Wetlands and Waters

• Buffer Widths

• Buffer Use Standards

• Deed or Plat Restriction
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Questions?
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