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SOURCE WATER -
PROTECTION

How can the Source Water Protection Special- )
ist help your system?

‘clli
o Provide on-site technical assistance to u

water systems that use either ground or

surface water as their source water at NO On TaP

CHARGE. Our Commitment Our Profession

o Assist coordinating efforts by forming .
partnerships between multiple jurisdic- :
tions, such as multiple public water sys- :
tems utilizing a common source, villages, .
towns, cities, townships and counties, and
users of the source water including recre- .
ational groups, governmental agencies, .
such as IDNR, IEPA, NRCS and SWCD's.

. Illinois Rural Water
o Provide outreach materials. . Association
 Provide presentations to local officials .

and the public. 770 PO Box 49
L . Taylorville, IL 62568
o Assistin the development, implementa-
tion and sustainability of Source Water Phone: 217-820-1565
Protection Plans.

Fax: 217-824-8638
Email: mitchell@ilrwa.org

Illinois Rural Water
Association

SOVURCE
WATER

PROTECTION

Quality On Tap
Since 1979




WHAT IS
SOURCE WATER
PROTECTION?

The value of a clean, high quality drinking water supply
cannot be overestimated.  Public Water Supplies (PWS) in-
vest a considerable amount of time and money in their water
systems, so it only makes sense to protect that investment.
The high costs associated with aquifer remediation and de-
veloping alternative water supplies alone are substantial
reasons for making protection of a public water system’s

water source a priority.

The Source Water Protection Program is meant to be a tool
for PWS’s to ensure their drinking water remains clean and
of high quality now and for future generations. The Program
begins with creating a planning team. It is then the planning
team’s task to initiate, lead and oversee the development
and implementation of the Source Water Protection Plan.

The program is designed to be a multi-barrier, multi-

jurisdictional approach to continually manage and protect

public drinking water. PWS participation in the protection

program is an indication to the public that the community

leaders and water system managers are committed to

| - ' providing the public with

quality drinking water. The

€ goal of the program is best

s described by our  motto
“Quality on Tap.”

History

In 1996, the United States
Congress amended the Safe
Drinking Water Act to add Source Water Protection planning
in order to expand on the efforts of Wellhead Protection, and
to include surface water systems in the protection planning
process. The lllinois Rural Water Association (IRWA) began
its Source Water Protection Program in Illinois in 2000. IRWA
will also assist communities in utilizing the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Source Water Assessment report

for their Public Water Supply.

Cooperation and teamwork are
necessary for success.

The Program & The Plan

The best means of protecting drinking water is at the
local level through community involvement. The Source
Water Protection Program begins when local towns and communi-
ties create a steering committee comprised of people who repre-
sent the various interests in the potential Source Water Protection
area. This committee is given the responsibility of developing
their own plan. The plan must include identification of the protec-
tion area (the delineation), potential sources of contaminants, the
method of management, and a contingency plan for the public
water supply in the event of contamination. Program development
and technical assistance is available from the lllinois Rural Water

Association.

Benefits

Completion of the program leaves a PWS with valuable data about
their water source that can be used to help plan for the future.
Having the data on hand can also be used to avoid possible con-
flicts or problems that might otherwise have occurred because the

PWS did not have a full understanding of their water source.

The Illinois EPA sees the Program as a tool communities use to
reduce the risk to their drinking water, and therefore if a Protec-
tion Plan is completed, the PWS may apply to IEPA for waivers
from testing. The application is called a Phase 2 and 5 Monitoring
Waiver Application and may be obtained from IEPA or IRWA upon

request.

Why is it important?

There is probably no other environmental area where the adage
“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” has as much
meaning as it does in water protection.

e Protection from contamination is a key fo maintaining
good quality water. One way fo protect water supplies
is to protect the area surrounding a well or surface water

intake.

: mal feedlots, industrial/mining impoundments, and

o There is a profound financial impact on commu-
nities when their water supply becomes contaminat-

ed.

o Installing treatment facilities, locating new water
sources, or contamination remediation are costly
alternatives.

o The only sure way of ensuring a safe quality water
supply, now and for the future, is to protect the
source.

o Water can be contaminated from many
sources on the land surface, water surface or un-
derground. Potential sources of contamination in-
clude croplands and lawns treated with fertilizers

and pesticides, landfills, septic tank drain fields,
underground storage tanks, abandoned wells, ani-

accidental spills.

e Growing interest in year-round recreational activi-
ties finds larger numbers of people in areas where
recharge and source waters originate, greatly in-
creasing the potential for source water contamina-

tion.

Never douvbt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing
that ever does.

— Margaret Mead
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