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Comprehensive SMO Revision

Goals

• Correct inconsistencies in terms, definitions and regulatory standards

• Streamline the permit submittal and review requirements

• Reduce the regulatory burden where feasible

• Update regulations
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Comprehensive SMO Revision

Process

• Identify issues with the Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO)

• Propose solutions to the issues

• Draft a revised SMO

• Public hearing and adopt the revised SMO
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Agricultural Community Comments

• Property owners need to be able to keep ditches clean.

• Large tracts of land should be allowed more impervious area without 

detention.

• Timing is a big issue.  Streamline the permit process.

• Provide alternatives for protecting new buildings in the floodplain.

• Take a common sense approach.  One size does not fit all.

4



Flood Hazard Areas
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• Non‐Designated Floodways

– Urban Areas = 1 sq mile

– Rural Areas = 10 sq miles

• Flood Prone Areas

– Formerly 20 acres

– Now 100 acres

Page 132

Unmapped Flood Hazard Areas
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• “Other Maintenance 

Activities”

• Gardening and 

Landscaping

• Tillage and Agricultural 

Practices

• NRCS Conservation Plan

• Demolition
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Exempted Development
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Maintenance Activities

• No increase in 

impervious area

• No increase in surface 

elevation

• Conditions allowing an 

increase in surface 

elevation
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Maintenance Activities

• Culverts and Drain Tiles

• Drainage Ditches

• Dredging Ponds
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• Modification of Culverts

and Drain Tiles

• Material Storage

• Dredging

Page 18

General Permits for Routine Projects
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– Ratios
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• Drain Tiles

• Wetland Impacts
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• Process

• Oversight Committee
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Variances and Appeals
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• Hyperlinks

• Notes to User

• Tables

• Figures

• Flowcharts
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New Features
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http://www.mchenrycountygis.org/planning/
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Questions?
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