FEATURES OF SCENIC
STREETS & ROADS

NATURAL FEATURES:
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Expansive views, such as those that
overlook stream valleys.

Unusual land forms, ridgelines,
ravines, narrow valleys, or rock
outcrops

Water

Woods

Wildflower glad, flowering native
trees, or shrub masses

Autumn color

Evergreen groves

Other areas of natural vegetation

BUILT FEATURES:
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Churches, old cemeteries
Farmsteads

Architecturally and/or historically
significant buildings

Monuments, memorials, or statues
Historical markers

Concrete automobile club guideposts
Railroad and accessory features
Landscapes

Roadway pavement, drainage,
bridges, tunnels, or other features
Local activity centers, such as farm
supply stores, village stores, inns,
mills, factories, or institutions

Sponsored by the

McHENRY COUNTY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

Please contact the Commission
through the:

McHENRY COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT

ADDRESS:

2200 N. Seminary Avenue
Annex Building A
Woodstock, IL 60098

PHONE: 815/334/4560
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M@my OF THE ROADS

IN MCHENRY COUNTY reveal the
character of the area. Views of the
countryside along these roads, both
natural and man made, add to the
enjoyment of roadside scenery and to
a sense of place. In McHenry County,
roads provide views of gently rolling
woods and expansive farm fields, the
Fox River and its tributaries, autumn
color, schools, economic centers,
activity centers and urban areas.

Roadside land is often the first and
most visible land to be converted to
residential or commercial uses.
McHenry County has taken the lead in
establishing the Scenic Streets &
Roads Program to recognize some of
its rural roads and scenic vistas for
future generations. The Scenic Streets
and Roads Program promotes:

1. A SENSE OF PLACE, by
recognizing community identity
and quality of life;

2. RESOURCE PRESERVATON,
by identifying the significant
scenic, natural, and historic
resources that are often located
within scenic road corridors.

3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
by generating tourist revenue
through the promotion of our
scenic streets and roads.

4. RECREATION, by providing
enjoyment for those who enjoy
walking, biking, or driving for
pleasure or sightseeing.

OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS

The Scenic Streets and Roads program
was established to recognize both roads
and the surrounding features that create
their character (the road corridor). The
program applies to all roads located in
McHenry County, including city streets,
residential streets, and rural roads.

Completed application forms will be
reviewed by the McHenry County Scenic
Streets Roads Commission.  The
Commission consists of representatives
from throughout McHenry County.

Scenic Streets and Roads designation
does not “freeze” roads in time. Traffic
and life safety issues continue to be
addressed while those significant features
are acknowledged. The program is
intended to recognize roads that are
important to the life of McHenry County.



