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What makes McHenry County heritage
groves so special?

Historically speaking, the heritage groves of
McHenry County are essential to the historic integ-
rity of the area. Many of our local town’s names tell
us just how important and notable these once vast
groves were to the first non-native settlers. Towns
like Ringwood, Greenwood, Spring Grove, and
Pleasant Grove; now known as Marengo, grew and
flourished in the shade of oaks and hickories. His-
toric pre-settlement accounts from the Jesuits; the
first Europeans to come to this new land, mention the
impressive northern Illinois groves they encountered.

Either touched off by lightning or deliberately set
by the Native Americans to aid their seasonal travel
and hunting, fire literally shaped the landscape
we see today. Consuming flames rolled over the
glacial hills and valleys sculpting the groves and
opening prairie. Settlers moved into the area in the
1830's and before long thousands of acres of oaks
and hickories disappeared for lumber, fuel, or to sim-
ply clear the land for farming.

Today our remaining oak and hickory remnants are
in peril as never before. Development pressures,
invasive plant species, pollution stress, exotic insects,
drought, and diseases are all contributing to oak and
hickory loss countywide. New generations are unable
to germinate and flourish because acorns cannot
compete with fast growing invasive buckthorn, box
elder, and multi-flora rose. Older trees are deprived
of sunlight, scarce water, and soil nutrients when
they are crowded by these non-native species.

Time is running out for this unique county feature.
A staggering 88% of the county’s original pre-
settlement groves are gone and the surviving frag-
ments are scattered across the County. Of those, the
McHenry County Conservation District’s recent oak
study has determined that only 148 groves over 25
acres in size remain in the entire County.

The McHenry County Historic Preservation
Commission’s Heritage Grove Program is designed
to acknowledge and foster pride in these remaining
historic groves.

McHenry County
Historic Preservation Commission

HERITAGE
GROVE

Submission Form
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