
 
 
 

 

McHenry County Workforce Network Board 
Apprenticeship Taskforce 

May 14, 2026 
8:00 am 

McHenry County Workforce Center 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 

1.  Call to Order  
 Taskforce Chair Kyra Tillman presided over the meeting. The meeting was 

called to order at 8am. 
 
 

1.1  Roll Call 
 Jake Rohn took roll call.  An in-person membership quorum was present. 

 
 

2. Public Comments  
 None  

 
3. Grant Updates  

 Jake Rohn spoke on grant updates with the Illinois Apprenticeship 
Expansion Grant. We have been partnering with Lake County for this 
grant for PY 25 and planning on continuing the partnership for PY 26. For 
PY 26, we are looking to increase the amount being asked for this grant to 
help support a dedicated individual to apprenticeships.   

 One the Federal side, two new Federal Acts that have been proposed 
from the Senate HELP Committee that will increase the data collection on 
apprenticeships and create a funding stream for apprenticeships. These 
acts are in the very beginning processes but worthy noting for the future.  

 
4. Discussion  

 Apprenticeship Job Fair – Jake Rohn mentioned that there will be an 
upcoming Apprenticeship Job Fair on May 27th from 11am to 2pm. This 
job fair was developed with the partnership of the Lake County Workforce 
Development and will be held at the Advance Technology Center in 
Gurnee.  

 Information Campaign – Next Steps? – There was a discussion on the 
next steps to take with the information compagin. Jake had thrown a few 
starting points out and the discussion ended with the need to develop 
materials that will target a few different demographics from Employers 
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looking to training within to ones that want to bring in new talent utilizing 
apprenticeship programs. Additionally, the campaign will have materials 
that focus on success stories and separate ones that provide clarity to the 
process.  

 
 

5. Other Business 
o Set Future Meeting Dates – Next Meeting is set for August 6th, 2026 at 

8am  
 

 
6. Adjournment 

 Adjourned at 8:45 am 
 
 
 
 
 

5/14/26 
WIB Members with Proxies  

 Committee Member  Proxy  Guests  
1. DeBolt, Justin X     
2. Homuth. Jake  X     
3. Poynter, Jeffery  X     
4. Reece, Gary  X     
5. Sajtar, Josh      
6. Swanson, Christina 

 
    

7. Tillman, Kyra X     
8. Vlahos, Cory  x     

      
      
Staff / Guests       
Jake Rohn   WIB Director     
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