Summary of Public Comments
2026 Ordinance Revision
07/15/26

Article | - General Provisions

No.
Received

No comments Received - No changes to draft Ordinance recommended.

0

Atrticle Il - Public Health Nuisance

No.
Received

Two months at a time of open burning of landscape waste is too long, or the Ordinance should limit the
number of hours of open burning to 4 hours per allowable day for health reasons. No changes have been
proposed to the open burning restrictions in Article Il.

1

Open burning should be prohibited in McHenry County. No changes have been proposed to the open burning
restrictions in Article I1.

Atrticle lll - Retail Food Establishments

No.
Received

Question regarding seasonal temporary health permit and what type of permit will be applicable to the specific
food establishment. Staff provided a response. No change proposed to draft Ordinance.

1

Could a separate paragraph be added to address occupancy of a building where odors are produced and /or
measurable emissions of chemicals or particulates known to be hazardous at any level can be addressed?
The McHenry County Department of Health does not have the equipment required to conduct air sampling.
Concerns are forwarded to the local fire department or fire district or the lllinois Enviromental Protection
Agency or lllinois Department of Public Health. Consideration of adding this requirement or similar would
require the purchase of specialized equipment and initial and ongoing training of staff. No change is proposed
to the draft Ordinance.

Article IV - Wastewater and Sewage Treatment and Disposal

No.
Received

Recommend modification of the Ordinance requirements to better reflect installation of chamber systems. This
includes elimination of a 3-foot solid header off of a drop or distribution box and allowing a minimum 14 inch
(instead of 18 inch) trench when utilizing low profile chambers. The referenced changes have not been
implemented in the lllinois Private Sewage Code which establishes the minimum requirements. The
Department cannot be less stringent than the lllinois Private Sewage Code. No drop box or distribution box is
required for installation of chambers; this is done at the discretion of the designer or installer. No change is
recommended to the Draft Ordinance.

1

The Low Pressure Distribution flow and friction charts should be expanded or eliminated and replaced with
hydraulic formulas. The Department does not object to replacing the charts with accepted formulas; however,
the charts have been effective in terms of ease of use and consistency. This can be considered for the next
revision.

The hole spacing requirements for low pressure distribution should be eliminated and replaced with evenly
spaced holes and pressure adjustment valves on every trench so that the pressure can be adjusted in the field
at the time of installation. Currently, a well established guidance document is utilized. Staff will evaluate this
further for a potential future update. Staff will consult with a civil engineer.

Article V - Private, Semi-Private, Closed Loop and Non-Community Water Supplies

No.
Received

Supports inspection of non-potable water wells by water well installation contractors. No change
recommended to draft Ordinance.

1

Supports inspection of non-potable water wells by water well installation contractors, but should consider
increasing the frequency to 1 time per 5 years. Consideration can be given to adjusting the frequency of the
inspections.




Requested clarification regarding which requirements are proposed to be changed specific to non-potable
water wells. Clarification provided. No change is recommended to the Draft Ordinance.

Objects to inspections of non-potable water wells every three years by licensed well contractor due to the
additional cost. Supports random inspections of non-potable water wells by Department staff. There is a cost
to the inspection of non-potable wells, even if conducted by Department staff. The proposal to have
inspections conducted by well contractors was in lieu of implementing a fee for Department staff to conduct the
inspections. No change to the draft Ordinance is recommended.

Neutral on inspection of non-potable water wells, not sure it provides additional protections. No change to
draft Ordinance is recommended.

Objects to inspections of non-potable water wells after installation approval. Objects to the cost; the
requirement will line well driller's pockets. Questions why usage of the well (potable vs. non-potable) changes
the designation of the well. Staff discussed the background for the requirements. No change is to draft
Ordinance is recommended.

No.
Article VI - Animal Control Received
Allow the Administrator to waive fees. This is already included in the Ordinance. 1
Allow MCAC to prepare feral casts for immediate transfer or barn cat program placement. 1
Add farm animals specifically to the nuisance section. Staff would need additional time to evaluate how this 1
might work; this will be given consideration for the future.
Recommend removal of sterilized cats from running at large violations. 1
Recommend removal of caregiver educational material. Recommend changing colony caregiver notification 1
from 48 hours to 1 week. Staff does not consider waiting a week to be appropriate if a caregiver is not
complying.
Recommend exempting feral cats from abandonment section. TNR cats living in a home are not feral cats. If 1
TNR cats are left behind outside, AC would not consider them abandoned and would not be removed unless
sick or injured. New owner would be referred to ASAP.
Recommend payment plans. In lieu of payment plans, AC allows citizens additional time, if needed, before files 1
are referred to court. Often citizens make payments during this grace period.

No.
Article VIl - Fees Received

When was the public beach pick-up and sampling fee last updated? Has consideration been given to fees for
multiple beaches on the same body of water? The public beach pick-up and sampling fee was last updated in
2016. No fee reduction has been considered for multiple beaches on the same body of water because staff
must inspect and collect samples for each individual public beach.

1

Food permit fee increasing by approximately $100. Concerned due to additional costs associated with food,
packaging, utilities, insurance, rent and labor. Requests reconsideration of the fee increase or institute an
increase in steps. The Department has been able to maintain the food permit fees at the same level for many
years. The Department is experiencing an increase in costs in multiple areas as well. The fee schedule
changes are primarily intended to simplify the permitting system for all food establishments. No change is
recommended to the draft fee schedule.




