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Summary of Proposed Ordinance Revisions  
Last Updated: 5/12/26 

 
Article I: General Provisions 
 
Section  Change 
Definitions Adds definitions for closet, community refrigerator, 

continuous, food pantry, major and minor plan 
reviews, qualified designer, water well sanitary 
defect. 

Definitions Revises definitions of ceremonial fire, owner, 
qualified designer, potentially dangerous dog, 
portable sanitation technician or trainee permit, 
private sewage disposal system in acceptable 
condition, reckless dog owner, soil characteristics - 
limiting, supplemental health permit. 

Definitions Eliminates duplicative or unnecessary definitions, 
typos corrected. 

8.04.025 Incorporated Materials Adds the Illinois Animal Control Act, and updates 
title of Control of Notifiable Diseases and 
Conditions Code. 

8.04.030 ¶ D Issuance of 
Permits   

All outstanding fees must be paid prior to issuance 
of a permit; conditions may be attached to 
variances. 

8.04.030 ¶ E3 Clarified that appeals may be made for notices or 
orders of violation or permit denials; actions by 
Animal Control Administrator specific to statutory 
authority, may not be appealed to Public Health 
Administrator or Board of Health 

8.04.030 ¶ G Conditions may be attached to variances. Failure 
to adhere to conditions of variance is an Ordinance 
violation.  

8.04.030 ¶ H Moved information regarding appeal of permit  
denials to this section for clarity.  

8.04.040 Hearings  Hearing shall be held within 30 calendar days.  
8.04.050 Penalties Minimum/maximum fines apply to initial and 

subsequent violations.  
 
Article II: Public Health Nuisance 
 
§ 8.04.090 ¶ B5a Enforcement, 
Violations, Penalties  

Clarifies that local law enforcement and fire 
districts also enforce the open burning section. 

§ 8.04.090 ¶ B5b Enforcement, 
Violations, Penalties  

Prior violations impact the level of fines. 
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§ 8.04.110 Penalties  Moves this to a new paragraph to clarify that the 
penalties apply to the entire Article and the county 
may pursue injunctive relief per § 8.04.050. 

 
Article III: Food 
 
§ 8.04.120 Incorporated 
Materials 

Updates the reference for the Illinois Food code 
and incorporates future amendments. 

§ 8.04.140 ¶ A Permit 
Requirements 

Requires businesses that allow food 
establishments to operate at their site to ensure 
the food establishments are permitted.  

§ 8.04.140 ¶ E Application for 
Permits 

Adds that the legal name of the business entity and 
the name of the Certified Food Protection Manager 
are required. 

§ 8.04.140 ¶ F Permit Fee Adds that the temporary permit fee must be 
submitted at the same time as the permit 
application. Failure to do so prevents issuance of 
permit.  

§ 8.04.150 ¶ B  Adds virtual training session to the educational 
options to replace an inspection.  

§ 8.04.150 ¶ F d Inspection 
Reports  

Adds that one business day notice is required to 
request an extension of time. 

§ 8.04.150 ¶ F h Inspection 
Reports 

Conditional permits will be issued based upon the 
number of foodborne illness risk factor items with 
priority or priority foundation violations. This 
eliminates issuance of conditional permits for very 
similar violations under the same item number.  

§ 8.04.160 ¶ D Plan Review After notification, the Department can cancel 
inactive plan review applications after 6 months.  

§ 8.04.190 and § 8.04.210 Updates the references to the 2022 FDA Food 
Code. 

§ 8.04.220 Mobile Food Units Requires plumbing inspection and report submitted 
to Department. Requires commissary inspection 
report and commissary agreement.  

§ 8.04.230 ¶ A Restricted 
Operations 

Adds language, consistent with the proposed  
IDPH Food Code update. Clarifies that foods are to 
be prepared onsite and single-service articles are 
required without written approval of an alternative. 

§ 8.04.230 ¶ B Renewals of 
Temporary Food Permits  

Codifies that seasonal temporary health permits 
are not renewable in a permit year.  

§ 8.04.230 ¶ E Warewashing Adds the ware washing requirements for temporary 
food for clarity. Consistent with proposed IDPH 
Food Code update.  

§ 8.04.265 Outdoor Bars at 
Fixed Food Establishments  

A supplemental permit is required for outdoor bars. 
Codifies the requirements currently in place by 
policy. Generalizes supplemental health permit. 
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Article IV:  Private Sewage 
 

§ 8.04.370 ¶ F Hot Tub 
Wastewater 

Consistent with IDPH policy, codifies that the 
requirements apply to hot tubs located in structures 
and connected to the plumbing system.  

§ 8.04.370 ¶ G Clear Water 
Discharges 

Adds that clear water discharges cannot be located 
over private sewage disposal system components. 

§ 8.04.370 ¶ Q7 Application for 
Permit 

Only 1 copy of site plan is required; site plans may 
include multiple, signed pages; water service lines 
to be shown on site plan; any improvements with 
an established setback distance to be shown on 
site plan; clarifies force main frost protection.  

§ 8.04.370 ¶ U Appeal of Permit  
Denial 

References the permit appeal process in Article I. 

§ 8.04.370 ¶ Y Construction 
Impact Reviews 

Construction impact reviews required prior to 
construction; inactive applications can be cancelled 
after 6 months.  

§ 8.04.430 ¶ K Site Preparation A chisel plow is not required for Type 3 systems. 
§ 8.04.440 ¶ B and C Design 
Considerations 

Adds clarifying language. No change to 
requirements.  

§ 8.04.500 ¶ F Dosing Volume Other than LPP distribution, 5X the network 
volume plus the drain back is not required. 

§ 8.04.500 ¶ J  Splash blocks required in chambers when lift 
station is utilized to prevent erosion. 

§ 8.04.510 Malfunctioning PSDS Includes an experimental or alternative system that 
fails to meet the conditions of an experimental 
approval.  

§ 8.04.520 ¶ F Septic Tank 
Installation 

Moves this requirement from another section for 
clarity.  

§ 8.04.540 ¶ I  
 

Allows for use of Hazen-Williams chart when the 
values are outside Table A-2, without a variation. 

§ 8.04.540 ¶ J  
 

Adjustment to hole locations in LPP to better 
accommodate how chambers are constructed.  

§ 8.04.555 Short-Term Rental 
Properties  
 

Establishes advertising restriction and care 
information to ensure proper use of the private 
sewage disposal system.  

§ 8.04.590 ¶ A1  Clarifies that temporary holding tanks while 
awaiting sewer are subject to the same 
requirements for temporary holding tanks pending 
installation of a private sewage disposal system.  

§ 8.04.590 ¶ B2d Eliminated letters of credit, will pursue injunctive 
relief if work not completed.  



4 
 

§ 8.04.590 ¶ F Clarifies what happens if the work is not completed 
prior to expiration of a temporary holding tank 
permit. 

§ 8.04.620 ¶ E Installation Adds 5-foot separation between ATU and trench 
for clarity. This is not a new requirement.  

§ 8.04.720 ¶ E Plat of 
Amendment 

Requires a plat of amendment for specific changes 
for lots platted after September 1, 1990.  

§ 8.04.730 ¶ G Abandoned 
Special Waste Holding Tank 

Adds verbiage to match the fee schedule regarding 
a permit to abandon a Special Waste Holding 
Tank. 

Appendix B Table 1B Corrects typographical errors from last revision. No 
technical change.  

Appendix B Table II Churches sized by seat, not by meal, when a 
kitchen is provided.  

Appendix B Table IV Adds a footnote confirming deck piers may not be 
located on the septic tank, pretreatment unit or lift 
station.  

Appendix B Table IV Adds a note to clarify where measurements to 
private sewage disposal systems are made from 
detention/retention ponds. 

Appendix B Table VIII Adds that fences may not restrict access to tank 
portals. 

 
Article V: Water Wells  
 

§ 8.04.760 Incorporated 
Materials  

Updated to reference the August 30, 2022 version 
of the Illinois Water Well Construction Code.  

§ 8.04.770 ¶ A Owner’s 
Responsibility  

No water well shall be put into use until it has been 
approved by the Department. This mirrors the 
Private Sewage Code. 

§ 8.04.770 ¶ B Building 
Occupancy 

Changed subsection to paragraph. 

§ 8.04.770 ¶ E Shared Wells Applies to shared wells serving more than one 
property. 

§ 8.04.770 ¶ H Construction 
Impact Reviews 

Construction Impact Reviews are required prior to 
construction. 

§ 8.04.770 ¶ I Maintenance  All components of a water well shall be maintained 
in good working order or replaced. This mirrors the 
private sewage code. 

§ 8.04.790 ¶ H Water Well Plan Only one copy of site plan is required (digital). 
§ 8.04.790 ¶ J Extension of 
Permits 

Adds reference to fee associated with permit 
extension. 

§ 8.04.790 ¶ P The Department may impose conditions on a 
permit approval.  
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§8.04.795 Non-Potable Water 
Wells 

Establishes minimum requirements for maintaining 
a non-potable water well. After initial registration 
inspection by staff, non-potable water wells shall 
be inspected at least once every 3 years by a 
licensed water well installation contractor, and 
inspection reports submitted to the Department.  

§ 8.04.800 Short-term Rental 
Properties 

Requires annual sampling of water wells serving 
short-term rental properties and posting of 
exceedances until resolved.  

§ 8.04.800 ¶ D Penalty  Adds injunctive relief to be consistent with the 
referenced section of Article I.  

 
Article VI: Animal Control   
  

Section Change 
§ 8.04.840 ¶  Revised the title to provide context.  

§ 8.04.860 ¶  Revised the title to provide context. Provides 
clarification.  

§ 8.04.860 ¶ C.1., C.1.a,     
C.1.c.  

Clarifies the document. Indicates board-certified 
veterinary behaviorist. Provides a change to the 
muzzling requirement. 

§ 8.04.860 ¶ C.2 Specifies the amount of the fine. There is both a 
violation fine and an impound fee.  

§ 8.04.860 ¶ G.2 Specifies the Penalties, Fines and Remedies 
section and the impoundment fee for 
noncompliance with the Vicious Dog 
requirements. 

§ 8.04.860 ¶ K.2 Allows courts more options for outcome.  

§ 8.04.860 ¶ K.6 Moved security language to this section.  

§ 8.04.870 ¶ C.1.  Public 
Nuisance 

Recommended different holds for feral cats and 
different stray hold days for animals other than 
dogs or cats.  

§ 8.04.870   ¶ P.Q.R. Public 
Nuisance 

Recommended removal of some requirements 
to allow more approved TNR programs in 
McHenry County.  
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§ 8.04.880 ¶ A.4. Biting Animals  Increased the fine for a biting animal to cover 
the state statute requirement to enforce Rabies 
Observation. Provides judge with minimum and 
maximum fine.  

§ 8.04.880¶ B.1. Biting Animals  Allows the victim to recant cause of injury other 
than a bite from a tooth.  

§ 8.04.940 ¶ Penalties, Fines, 
and Remedies A.1-13 

Provides courts with a range for each offense or 
subsequent offense. Defines separate 
violations. Each day is a violation. 

§ 8.04.940 ¶ B.3.a. Penalties, 
Fines and Remedies 

Provides that violations must be remedied, and 
expenses and fees incurred must be paid upon 
redemption. 

  
Article VII: Public Health Fees 
– Animal Control  
  
§ 8.04.960 FEE SCHEDULE ¶ 
Registration Fees 

Consolidated fee structure. Cats and Dogs 
same fee. Condensed 18 separate fees to four 
(4). Removed discounts.  

§ 8.04.960 FEE SCHEDULE ¶ 
Registration Fees 

Added a special fee for Cat breeders. Increased 
Dangerous Dog and Vicious Dog fees based on 
investigation time and compliance.  

§ 8.04.960 FEE SCHEDULE ¶ 
Impoundment and Redemption 
Fees 

Increased stray animals without identification 
redemption fee. Added Pocket Pet redemption 
fees and board fees. Added County 
Veterinarian fee for medical services. Increase 
boarding cost. Explained disposal fee. 

§ 8.04.960 FEE SCHEDULE ¶ 
Relinquish Fees 

Increased relinquish fees. Clarified wording.  

§ 8.04.960 FEE SCHEDULE ¶ 
Miscellaneous Service Fees 

Clarified wording. Indicated charge for ACO 
assistance. Disposition Fee increased. Updated 
boxing fee. Boxes and styrofoam has continued 
to go up.  

§ 8.04.960 FEE SCHEDULE ¶ 
Adoption Fees and Transfer 
Agreements 

Updated adoption fees. Other clarifying 
language.  

 


