
 

2025 McHenry County Water Forum  
 

“Watersheds” 
Water Quality, Flooding, Land Use, and Resiliency in McHenry County 

 

Agenda 
 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025 
McHenry County College Auditorium 

 
5:30 – 6:30 Registration, Networking and Sponsor Tables 

 Catering provided by Duke’s Ale House and Kitchen 
 
6:30 – 6:35 Adam Wallen (Director, McHenry Co. Planning and Development) 

 Welcome and Acknowledgments 
 
6:35—6:40 Michael Buehler (McHenry County Board Chairman) 

 Opening Statement 
 
6:40 – 7:00 Cecily Cunz (Senior Environmental Planner, Baxter and Woodman Consulting Engineers) 
  Watersheds and Watershed  Planning 
 
7:00 – 7:20 Michelle Zimmerman (Assistant Public Works Director, Village of Algonquin) 
  Watershed Planning for Water Quality, Flood Prevention, and resiliency in Algonquin 
 
7:20 – 7:40 Brad Andresen (Chief Ecologist, Village of Algonquin)    
  Protecting your Investment: How to Successfully Design and Manage Green Infrastructure 
 
7:40 – 7:50 Scott Kuykendall (Water Resources Specialist, McHenry Co. Planning and Development) 
  (Moderator) Watershed Planning in McHenry County 
 
7:50 – 8:00 Q and A for All Speakers  
 
8:00 End Program 



2025 McHenry County Water Forum 

Speaker Biographies 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  Michael Buehler, Chairman 
  McHenry County Board 

  “Welcome and Opening Statement” 

Michael Buehler was elected Chairman of the McHenry County Board in 2020. A resident of McHenry County 

for more than 20 years, he owns D&M Scale Service, Inc., in Bensenville, which sells and services industrial 

weighing equipment, primarily to the infrastructure and road-building industries. 

Chairman Buehler has been a part of nearly every major construction project in the Chicagoland area during 

the last 30 years, including work on the Kennedy and Dan Ryan expressways, the building of Millenium Park, 

and the expansion of O'Hare International Airport. 

A supporter of the McHenry County Conservation District and a frequent user of its trails and parks, he has 

partnered with the district to hold monthly “Hikes with Mike” to raise awareness of its sites and open spaces. 

 

 

   Cecily Cunz 
   Baxter and Woodman Consulting Engineers 

              “Watersheds and Watershed Planning” 

Cecily Cunz is a Senior Environmental Planner with Baxter & Woodman. She has become a recognized expert 

in watershed and green infrastructure planning, helping communities navigate complex environmental 

challenges to achieve meaningful restoration outcomes. Cecily’s track record of success is underscored by her 

ability to lead diverse stakeholder groups in driving impactful environmental improvements within their 

localities. Her dedication to sustainable solutions has resulted in significant contributions to various projects 

that have left a positive mark on the communities she has worked with.  

Cecily has over a decade in planning and policy experience, leading large stakeholder groups to protect and 

restore their natural resources. She has worked with urban and agricultural communities across the Midwest 

to develop nearly 20 watershed-based plans addressing nonpoint source pollution and to find funding to 

implement meaningful restoration. 

Cecily earned a Bachelor of Applied Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a 

Master’s Degree in urban planning and policy from the University of Illinois at Chicago. She is also a certified 

Planner by the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP).  
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 Michele Zimmerman, Assistant Public Works Director 
 Village of Algonquin 

 “Watershed Planning for Water Quality, Flood Prevention, & Resiliency” 

Michele Zimmerman is the Assistant Public Works Director for the Village of Algonquin, where she has 

dedicated the last 30 years to advancing green infrastructure.  Her leadership has been pivotal in reducing 

urban flooding and restoring natural ecosystems.  

She has led the implementation of watershed plans, secured critical funding, and championed the integration 

of green infrastructure and natural areas management into municipal practices. A respected voice in the field, 

Michele shares Algonquin’s success story with regional and national audiences, empowering others to adopt 

innovative and sustainable stormwater practices.  Her award-winning projects, rooted in lifelong passion for 

nature, are pioneering examples of green design in urban landscapes.   

In addition to her many years of service, Michele earned a Master of Public Administration Degree from 

Northern Illinois University.   

 

 

 

 Brad Andresen, Chief Ecologist 
 Village of Algonquin 

 “Preventing Soil Erosion and Sediment Pollution in McHenry County” 

Brad Andresen is the Chief Ecologist for the Village of Algonquin.  Brad manages a dedicated team of Public 
Works professionals who maintain all the Village’s open space resources including parks, natural areas, and 
trees. The 750 + acres of open space include a significant amount of restored natural habitat and high-
functioning green infrastructure that helps effectively manage stormwater, reduce flooding, improve water 
quality, and enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors.   

Prior to working for the Village, Brad spent many years in various restoration ecology roles in the private 
sector where he built a solid understanding of the science and mechanics of ecological restoration.  Through 
this experience he learned the most effective ways to construct, restore, and maintain natural systems that 
provide long-term benefits to the Village.    

Brad holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Iowa State University in Environmental Science and is an ISA 
certified arborist.  

 

 



Chairman Buehler Opening Statement: 

Presentation 1: Cecily Cunz, Baxter and Woodman 

Presentation 2: Michele Zimmerman, Village of Algonquin 

Presentation 3:  Brad Andresen, Village of Algonquin 

Notes: 

Presentation Notes/Questions 


