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McHenry County Planning and Development

A Countywide Approach to 
Watershed  Planning in McHenry County

Empowering Community Resilience



• Help organize watershed groups

• Evaluate condition of waterways

• Identify areas with flooding and water quality issues

• Develop potential projects to address flooding or water quality issues

• Get to a sub-watershed level of detail while working on a larger watershed scale

• Empower stakeholders to obtain funding to implement projects

COUNTYWIDE WATERSHED PLANNING INITIATIVE

The goal is to complete watershed plans throughout the entire county 
to improve water quality and reduce flooding
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PRIMARYWATERSHEDS INMCHENRY COUNTY
(TO BE USED FOR COUNTYWIDE WATERSHED PLANNING INITIATIVE)
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EXISTINGWATERSHED PLANS INMCHENRY COUNTY

Some of these 
do not meet the 

EPA’s criteria for a 
9-Element Plan

Most of the Plans are 
over 10 years old and 
need to be updated



PRIMARYWATERSHEDS INMCHENRY COUNTY
(LIKELY SEQUENCE)

1
Kishwaukee River Watershed 

Needs the most work and will 
be given highest priority

2
The Fox River Watershed

Existing plans need to be 
updated and areas with gaps 

need to be completed

3 
Nippersink Creek Watershed

Has a very thorough 
watershed plan but needs to 

be updated



MCHENRY COUNTY IS MOVING FORWARD
WITH OUR WATERSHED PLANNING!

We just signed a contract with Cecily Cunz from Baxter and Woodman 
to start Phase 1 of the Countywide Watershed Planning Initiative

• Create a solid gameplan to complete the Countywide Watershed Planning Initiative

• Identify stream segments and other resources that will need to be investigated in each sub-watershed

• Identify the tasks and sequencing that will need to be conducted for each watershed

PHASE 1 – DEVELOP A STRATEGIC PLAN



ONLINEWATERSHEDMAPPING TOOL
mchenrycountygis.org/watersheds
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ONLINEWATERSHEDMAPPING TOOL
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Locate a Point or 
Create a Polygon 

Provide Comment
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Upload Images



Scott Kuykendall
McHenry County Water Resources Specialist

815-334-2863

Questions?

SHKuykendall@mchenrycountyil.gov

mchenryH2O.com

Watershed Planning Tool
mchenrycountygis.org/watersheds
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