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Algonquinõs Major Watershed Plans

We have 2 major plans in Algonquin ðWoods Creek and Jelke Creek-Fox River



Why do you want to implement the plan?

Å The plan has goals in it that are trying to achieve benefits for the 

community and mitigate problems

ÅWe also have regulations such as our MS4 permits, County stormwater 

ordinances, etc. that require actionable items

What are some of these goals?

Å Stormwater run off storage ðre-establish or increase volume

Å Stormwater infiltration & water quality

Å Flood mitigation ðre-establish floodplain connections

Å Erosion and sedimentation control

ÅWildlife habitat/biodiversity/beautification



Stormwater Run Off Storage ðSurrey Lane Preserve



Stormwater Infiltration & Water Quality ðArquilla Detention



Flood Mitigation ðDixie Creek Reach 5 Restoration



Erosion & Sediment Control ðSouwanas Creek Restoration



Habitat/Biodiversity/Beautification ðVarious Projects



Where do you Implement the Watershed Plan?

Your plan should provide a list of action items or projects



How do you Implement the Watershed Plan?

3 Key Steps

1. A Cheerleader

2. Make the watershed plan part of your code & planning 

documents so you can enforce it

3. Find Money to fund it $$



Step 1 - Rah Rah ðGo Watershed!

Å Educate the board and residents

Å Write codes, attend meetings, coordinate 

Å Interface with Community Development, Public Works and other agency departments



Å Have the Board adopt your 

Watershed Plan

Å You canõt enforce implementation if 

itõs not part of your Code 

 

ORDINANCE  NO. 2013 - 0 - 42 

 

An Ordinance Approving  The Woods Creek Watershed Plan 

WHEREAS, THE VILLAGE OF ALGONQUIN, through an Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency 319 Water Quality Grant, developed the Woods Creek Watershed Plan in 

order to protect and improve water quality in the Woods Creek watershed boundary, and 

WHEREAS, a Planning Committee comprised of the Village of Algonquin, the Village of 

Lake in the Hills, the Crystal Lake Park District, along with local citizens and stakeholders, was 

established to work with staff and consultants to provide their review and comments during the 

plan development process, and 

 

WHEREAS, the draft plan was made available for public review in order to gather opinion 

and comments from interested stakeholders during the plan development process, and 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency approved the Woods Creek 

Watershed Plan in January 2013, and 

WHEREAS, the Committee of Whole, during the public meeting on September 10, 2013, after 

being presented and discussing the merits of the plan, recommended approval of the plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the 

VILLAGE OF ALGONQUIN, McHenry and Kane Counties, Illinois, as follows: 

SECTION 1: That the Woods Creek Watershed Plan, as prepared by Applied Ecological 

Services and Village Staff, is hereby approved. 

SECTION 2: That the Plan shall be formally incorporated into the Village of Algonquin 

Comprehensive Plan during the next Comprehensive Plan update process. 

SECTION 3: If  any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, sentence or provision of this 

Ordinance shall be adjudged by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment 

shall not affect, impair, invalidate or nullify the remainder thereof, which remainder shall remain 

and continue in full force and effect. 

 

SECTION 4: All  ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to 

the extent of such conflict. 

Step 2 ðMake the plan part of your code



Å Adopt you county stormwater ordinance (we adopted Kane County)

Å Get rid of old and outdated/conflicting stormwater codes

Å Write a conservation design ordinance that sets standards for what the green 

infrastructure network must consist of

Å For example acres of land that must be set aside as green space, buffer 

requirements, connectivity

Å Update your agency comp plan and make sure it mirrors what is in the 

watershed plan

Å For example for new development ðour code says that if the development parcel is 

in an approved watershed plan and is a marked as a GI, the developer must use 

conservation design

Step 2 ðAdopt/create other codes that align with the plan 

goals  



Shown as green infrastructure 

in watershed plan

Referenced in Village Comp Plan as Natural 

Area Overlay District which required 

Conservation design = Green Infrastructure

Synchronicity in Plans = enforcement



Step 3 ðFunding Projects

Å Use codes to establish a watershed fee for new development

Å $250 per residential unit

Å $100 per 10,000 sqft of commercial/industrial

Å We have collected $169,000

Å Example ðBlue Ridge Detention Basin



Step 3 ðFunding Projects
Å Collect fees that are established in your county stormwater ordinance

Å $100,000 per acre wetland mitigation fee 

Å Fee-in-lieu of detention ðcost of land + cost to construct detention facility

Å We have collected $900,000

Å Example ðGaslight Park



Step 3 ðFunding Projects
u Grants

Á IEPA 319 & GIGO $1,100,000

Á Private (ComEd, Clean Energy Foundation) $50,000

Á SSRP (Streambank Stabilization and Restoration Program) $65,000

Á DCEO (Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity) $350,000

Á Example ðRatt Creek Reach 5 IEPA 319 Grant



Step 3 ðFunding Projects

Á Have new development build and fund projects in your plan

Á Trails of Woods Creek, Westview Crossing, Meadows, Northpoint, CarMax

Á Developers have installed 87 acres of Green Infrastructure

Á Value of this is $4,300,000

Á Example ðTrails of Woods Creek 32 acres approximately $1.6M


