
 

In-Person Meeting 
McHenry County Workforce Center 

500 Russel Court 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

 
Meeting Minutes  

A QUORUM WILL BE NEEDED 
 

1. Call to Order 

 WIB Chairman Dave Niehus presided over the meeting. The meeting was called to order at 7:30am. 
 

1.1 Roll Call 

 Jake Rohn took roll call.  An in-person membership quorum was present. 
 

1.2 Member Updates 

 Catherine Jones – McHenry County College – Catherine mentioned that they hosted 8th graders recently 
for a career expo to introduce to different career pathways. Also, the summer internship applications for 
manufacturing and construction closed last week with 179 applications for manufacturing and 111 
applications for construction.  

 
2. Public Comments 

 None  
 

3. Consent Agenda (Action) 

 February 20, 2025, Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

 January 15, 2025, WIB Meeting Minutes 

 McHenry County Workforce Report 

 Grant Tracking Report 

 Service Integration Update 

 IDES Update 
o Approved  

 
4. Legislative Update  

 Jake Rohn provided an update on the status of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
program. Jake discussed that he and Jeffery had been planning for all situation related to the potential 
government shutdown. The idea was to be prepared for any situation that occurred, so no customer, 
service provider, or partner was taken off-guard. With a budget in place, there should be no 
interruptions in services.  

 Jake reviewed also that recently there was a House Committee hearing discussing WIOA and there was 
significant support from everyone on continuing the new WIOA legislation from the point it left off in 
December.  
 

5. Update on PY 24 State Monitoring  

 Jeffery Poynter provided an update for a recent State Monitoring. Jeffery stated there was no indication 
of findings for the program side and one small management recommendation for inventory compliance 
on the fiscal side. Jeffery reviewed we will get the full report in a few months that will detail any 
additional recommendations or findings.  
 

6. PY 24 MOU – New Workforce Partner  

 

Local Workforce Development Board (LWDB) - LWA #2 
Monday, March 17, 2025 – 7:30 AM 

 
 



 Jake Rohn reviewed that we have successfully added a new partner, UMOS, to our workforce area. This 
will spread out costs slightly more and provide more resources for migrant seasonal workers within 
McHenry County.  

 
7.  PY 25 MOU Update  

 Jake Rohn provided an update to the MOU negotiation process. Jake stated the process is nearing the 
end. The budget has been reviewed by all partners with no issues and the changes to the narrative that 
provides guidance to service delivery is out for comment to the partners with a deadline of this Friday. 
After that, the process should move to signatures from the different partners.  
  

8. Statement of Economic Interest 

 Jake Rohn mentioned that the Statement of Economic Interest deadline is slowly approaching at the 
beginning of May and if anyone has not received these emails to please reach out.   
 

9. Other Business  

 Jake provided a quote from a customer of the center that stated "From the moment I walked into the 
MCWN everyone has been great. I got help with my Unemployment, and people told me about all the 
things I could do like the workshops and training. I had wanted to get my CDL at first, but decided I'd 
rather do something with computers. I'm already working with Justin and I'm excited. I want to take 
advantage of everything I can to provide for my family".  

 
10. Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 21, 2025; 7:30AM 

 
Adjournment 
 
Executive Session as Needed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3/17/25 
WIB Members with Proxies  

 WIB Member  Proxy  Guests  
1. Beier, Kurt      
2. Belaidi, Sandra X Melissa Babakhani    
3. Caccavallo, Lynn X     
4. Choklad, Charlene X     
5. Gabbard, Clinton Dr.  Catherine Jones  x   
6. Gallagher, Edward X     
7. Greeno, Terri       
8. Harms, Paul X     
9. Laubinger, Bruce  Jose Reyes    
10. List, Jared  X     
11. Martin, Doug  X     
12. Martinez-McKinley, Maria X     
13. McSherry, Brian   Mike Powers  X   
14. Niehus, David X     
15. Pierce, Sandra X     
16. Piekos, Mark  X     
17. Potts, Doug X     
18. Poynter, Jeffery X     
19. Reece, Gary X     
20. Romer, Meaghan      
21. Sajtar, Josh X     
22. Tillman, Kyra X     
23. Zehr, Cristina  X     

Staff / Guests 
Jake Rohn   Director of the WIB     
Chris Nedjl  Assistant Director 

Workforce Network  
   

Mary Donner   Community Member     
Bob Lueders   Community Member     

 


