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Dear Applicant,

To see if you qualify for Veterans Financial Assistance, you’ll need to meet the eligibility rules
outlined ﬁy the Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC). These rules are available online.
Make sure to bring all the documents listed on the checklist to your appointment.
Screenshots are not accepted. If anything is missing, your appointment will have to be
rescheduled so you have time to gather the necessary paperwork. Once all documents are
gathered, call the VAC office at (815) 334-4229 to schedule an appointment with a Veterans
Service Officer. If you were previously referred to another agency, you must show proof that
you followed their instructions and completed the referral process.

Below is a checklist of the most requested documents.

Copy of Military Discharge or DD-214

Social Security Card for Veteran, Spouse, Children

Illinois Photo ID card for Veteran and Spouse

Copy of Marriage License

Dependent children: Birth Certificates, Adoption Papers, or Guardianship Documents
Veteran’s Death Certificate

Household income verification for all adult members of the household (4 weeks of pay stubs)
All current utility bills in Veteran’s Name or Spouse’s Name

Proof of residence such as a full copy of lease, mortgage, etc.

Current federal income tax return / all 1099’s

Complete current bank statements for all checking & saving accounts

Current Social Security Statement

Proof of insurance and registration if requesting a fuel voucher.

Completed referral from Employment Security / Workforce Network was kept for veteran.
Completed referral from Housing Authority for rent / mortgage assistance.

Completed referral from Veterans Path to Hope.

Referral from Dept of Human Services showing an application was submitted for aid.
Current doctor’s note (for employment search waiver).

Other:

Please feel free to contact me during working hours with any questions.
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Sincerely,

Wohbnel % %/Wé/

Michael A. Iwanicki, Superintendent
Veterans Assistance Commission

Veterans for Veterans; It’s not just what we do, it’s who we are.



Required Documentation for Veterans Assistance

To qualify for financial assistance from the Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC),
applicants must provide the following documents:

1. Military Discharge (DD-214)
+ A certified copy of an honorable or general under honorable discharge is
required.

» If only a non-certified copy is available, the applicant must consent to a certified
copy request from the National Personnel Records Center.

+ Altered or fraudulent discharge documents will result in prosecution.
2. Identification Documents
» Social Security Card: Required for each claimed household member.
« Illinois Photo ID: Required for each adult household member.
» School ID: Required for dependent children under age 19.
3. Proof of Residence
Applicants must provide one of the following:

« Current lease agreement, mortgage statement, or motel receipts.

» Confirmation of residence in McHenry County from a recognized social service
agency.

« Payments cannot be made to a family member within the applicant’s household
or to individuals/entities not legally owning the property.

4. Utility Bills (Less than 30 Days Old)

» Accepted bills: Electric, Gas, Water, Sewer, Garbage, Internet, and Telephone.

« VAC will only pay the actual amount due (excluding telephone). Bills with credit
balances will not be covered.

» Screenshots of bills or payments will not be accepted.
5. Marriage License
» Required if the applicant is married.
6. Household Income Verification
Applicants must provide income verification for all household members, including:
o Pay stubs from the last 30 days.
» Current Social Security payments or disability compensation.
» Assistance from other social service agencies or townships.

« Child support, maintenance payments, tax returns, and bank statements.

» Note: The VAC and the township cannot provide financial assistance within 30
days of each other. Receiving both may result in state benefits fraud charges.

7. Birth Certificates & Legal Guardianship Papers

» Required for each household member, except the qualifying veteran.,

» Adoption papers or legal guardianship documents may also be required.
8. Medical Documentation (For Disability Claims)



If an applicant or household member claims a disability that prevents them from
working and is not receiving one of the following;:

» VA Non-Service-Connected Disability Pension

« VA Disability Compensation (70% or higher)

+ Social Security Disability or Retirement

o Workers' Compensation

Then, a doctor’s note is required. The note must:

« Be from a licensed medical provider.
o State the individual is unable to work.

+ Include an anticipated release date. (If no date is given, the note will be valid for
only 30 days.)

9. Ineligibility for VAC Assistance

Applicants receiving any of the following benefits are not eligible for VAC financial
assistance:

« Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

» Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
« HUD-VASH (Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing)
+ Section 8 Housing Assistance

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (815) 334-4229



