2024 McHenry County Water Forum
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Water Quality, Flooding, Land Use, and Resiliency in McHenry County
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Agenda

Wednesday, September 18, 2024
McHenry County College Auditorium

Registration, Networking and Sponsor Tables
Catering provided by Duke’s Ale House and Kitchen

Open Period for Guests to Get Seated

Michael Buehler, McHenry County Board Chairman
Welcome and Opening Statement

Scott Kuykendall (Water Resources Specialist, McHenry Co. Planning and Development)
(Moderator) Water Quality, Flooding , Land Use, and resiliency in McHenry County

Dr. Trent Ford (State Climatologist, lllinois State Water Survey)
Weather, Stormwater, and a Changing Climate in McHenry County

Ryan Bieber (Urban Conservation Specialist, McHenry-Lake Soil & Water Conservation District)
Preventing Soil Erosion and Sediment Pollution in McHenry County

Q and A for All Speakers

End Program
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2023 McHenry County Water Forum
Speaker Biographies

M<H Michael Buehler, Chairman
MCHENRY COUNTY - IL McHenry County Board

“Welcome and Opening Statement”

Michael Buehler was elected Chairman of the McHenry County Board in 2020. A resident of McHenry County
for more than 20 years, he owns D&M Scale Service, Inc., in Bensenville, which sells and services industrial
weighing equipment, primarily to the infrastructure and road-building industries.

Chairman Buehler has been a part of nearly every major construction project in the Chicagoland area during
the last 30 years, including work on the Kennedy and Dan Ryan expressways, the building of Millenium Park,
and the expansion of O'Hare International Airport.

A supporter of the McHenry County Conservation District and a frequent user of its trails and parks, he has
partnered with the district to hold monthly “Hikes with Mike” to raise awareness of its sites and open spaces.

MC<H Scott Kuykendall, Water Resources Specialist,
MCHENRY COUNTY 1L McHenry County Planning & Development

“Water Quality, Flooding, Land Use, and Resiliency in McHenry County”

Scott Kuykendall is the Water Resources Specialist for the McHenry County Department of Planning and
Development. He oversees the County’s scientific studies on groundwater, helps develop water resources
policy, maintains the County’s environmental compliance, and provides education and outreach. Scott was
also the lead author of the 2020 McHenry County Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP) and led the WRAP
Task Force that helped develop the Plan.

Prior to joining the County, Scott had over 20 years of experience as an environmental scientist for firms
specializing in environmental engineering and ecology. Scott is a member of many organizations dedicated to
water resources management, natural areas restoration, and sustainability.

Scott earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Geography with a focus on Environmental Planning from Southern Illinois
University—Carbondale, and a Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management and Sustainability from
the lllinois Institute of Technology.
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T ILLINOIS Dr. Trent Ford, State Climatologist

lllinois State Water Survey lllinois State Water Survey

PRAIRIE RESEARCH INSTITUTE

“Weather, Stormwater, and a Changing Climate in McHenry County”

Dr. Trent Ford is the lllinois State Climatologist and has been with the Prairie Research Institute at the
University of lllinois since 2019. He is an expert in climate and climate change and its interactions and
impacts, especially as they relate to water.

Trent leads climate and drought monitoring, research, and data collection for the state of lllinois. He and his
team work with communities, industries, and state agencies on issues related to weather, climate, and
climate change in lllinois, and engage the general public through online, media, and educational outreach.

A native of Roanoke, lllinois, Ford earned a bachelors in geography from lllinois State University before
completing his masters and PhD at Texas A&M University.

O ARE Ryan Bieber, Urban Conservation Specialist
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—_— “Preventing Soil Erosion and Sediment Pollution in McHenry County”

Ryan Bieber is the Urban Conservation Specialist for the McHenry — Lake County Soil and Water Conservation
District. He oversees the district’s construction site inspection program where he conducts soil erosion and
sediment control inspections for projects with McHenry County Stormwater permits, Illinois EPA permits, and
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permits. Ryan also serves on the lllinois Urban Manual Technical Advisory
Committee and Steering Committee to help review and shape SESC policies and practices throughout the
state.

Prior to joining the Soil and Water Conservation District, Ryan worked as a landfill construction laborer and as
a project coordinator for hazardous material abatement.

Ryan earned a bachelor’s degree in environmental science with a focus on land use management and a GIS
certificate from the University of Missouriin 2017.
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