
 

2023 McHenry County Water Forum  

“Water Conservation” 
 

Agenda 
 

Wednesday, September 13, 2023 
McHenry County College Auditorium 

 
 
 

5:30 – 6:30 Registration, Networking and Sponsor Tables 
 Catering provided by Duke’s Ale House and Kitchen 

 
6:30 – 6:35 Open Period for Guests to Get Seated 

 
6:35—6:40 Michael Bueller (Chairman, McHenry County Board) 

 Welcome and Opening Statement 

 
6:40 – 7:00 Scott Kuykendall (Water Resources Specialist, McHenry Co. Planning and Development)
  Moderator, Water Resources of McHenry County Overview 

 
7:00 – 7:30 Ron Burke (President and CEO, Alliance for Water Efficiency) 
  Water Efficiency and Conservation 

 
7:30 – 7:50 Veronica Blette (Chief, WaterSense Branch, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) 
 EPA WaterSense Products and Programs 

 
7:50 – 8:00 Q and A for All Speakers  

 
8:00  End Program 



2023 McHenry County Water Forum 

Speaker Biographies 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Michael Buehler, Chairman 
 McHenry County Board 

 “Welcome and Opening Statement” 

Michael Buehler was elected Chairman of the McHenry County Board in 2020. A resident of McHenry County 

for more than 20 years, he owns D&M Scale Service, Inc., in Bensenville, which sells and services industrial 

weighing equipment, primarily to the infrastructure and road-building industries. 

Chairman Buehler has been a part of nearly every major construction project in the Chicagoland area during 

the last 30 years, including work on the Kennedy and Dan Ryan expressways, the building of Millenium Park, 

and the expansion of O'Hare International Airport. 

A supporter of the McHenry County Conservation District and a frequent user of its trails and parks, he has 

partnered with the district to hold monthly “Hikes with Mike” to raise awareness of its sites and open spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 Scott Kuykendall, Water Resources Specialist, 
 McHenry County Planning & Development 

 “McHenry County Water Resources” 

Scott Kuykendall is the Water Resources Specialist for the McHenry County Department of Planning and 

Development.  He oversees the County’s scientific studies on groundwater, helps develop water resources 

policy, maintains the County’s environmental compliance, and provides education and outreach.  Scott was 

also the lead author of the 2020 McHenry County Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP) and led the WRAP 

Task Force that helped develop the Plan.   

Prior to joining the County, Scott had over 20 years of experience as an environmental scientist for firms 

specializing in environmental engineering and ecology.  Scott is a member of many organizations dedicated to 

water resources management, natural areas restoration, and sustainability.   

Scott earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Geography with a focus on Environmental Planning from Southern Illinois 

University and a Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management and Sustainability from the Illinois 

Institute of Technology. 
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Speaker Biographies 

 

 
  Ron Burke, CEO and President 

  Alliance for Water Efficiency 

 “Water Efficiency and Conservation” 

Ron Burke became the CEO and President of the Alliance for Water Efficiency on March 22, 2021. Ron spent 

the first twenty years of his career working on environmental policy and programs as an Environmental 

Scientist for the U.S.  EPA, the Environmental Health Director and Deputy Executive Director for the American 

Lung Association of Metropolitan Chicago, the Associate Director for the Illinois EPA, and Midwest Office 

Director for the Union of Concerned Scientists. 

More recently, he was Executive Director of the Chicago-based Active Transportation Alliance for nine years 

and ran government relations for Lyft’s bike share and scooter share programs in the Central U.S.   

Mr. Burke earned an M.S. from Washington University’s Department of Engineering and Policy and did his 

undergraduate work in life sciences at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.   

 

 
 
 

 Veronica Blette, Chief—WaterSense Branch 
 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

 “WaterSense Products and Programs” 

Veronica Blette manages the WaterSense program in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of 
Water. She is also the current chair of the American Water Works Association’s Water Conservation Division.  
 
Veronica previously served as special assistant to the director of the national drinking water program and led 
EPA’s drinking water infrastructure financing program. Before joining EPA in 1997, she worked in the 
academic research and environmental consulting fields on projects investigating the effects of atmospheric 
deposition on soils and water quality.  
 
She has a B.A. in Geology from Smith College and a M.S. in Geology from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. 
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