
Tuberculosis TESTING & TREATMENT

What is Tuberculosis?
Tuberculosis (TB) is a contagious  
bacterial infection spread by inhaling 
the droplets of an infected person when 
they cough, sneeze, talk, laugh, or sing. 
TB typically affects the lungs, but can 
also affect any organ in the body. If left 
untreated, TB can be fatal.

Symptoms
• A persistent cough lasting over 3 weeks
• Coughing up phlegm and/or blood
• Weight loss, loss of appetite
• Fever 
• Fatigue and weakness
• Night sweats
• Difficulty breathing
• Chest pain 

TB Infection Occurs in  
Two Forms:
Active – Contagious, can spread to other 
people.

Latent (LTBI) - Inactive, cannot spread 
to other people at this time but could 
become active/contagious.

TB Skin Test
The TB Skin test is one method of 
determining if a person is infected with 
tuberculosis bacteria. It is a two-visit 
process. A nurse will administer the test 
by injecting a small amount of solution 
just under the skin on the lower part of 
the arm. This injection produces a small 
temporary bubble. 48-72 hours later 
the client returns and this same site is 
checked for a reaction by the nurse. This 
is the read portion of the test.

TB Blood Tests
A TB blood test, also called an IGRA, is 
another method of determining if a 
person is infected with the tuberculosis 
bacteria. A nurse will draw a small blood 
sample which will be sent to a lab. The 
results are typically available within a 
week. This test does not require a second 
visit but does cost more than the skin 
test. A nurse will help you decide which 
test is best for you.

Positive Tests
Individuals who test positive for a skin 
or IGRA test who live, work, or attend 
school in McHenry County will have a 
follow-up evaluation that may include 
x- ray(s), sputum collection for further 
testing, blood draws, physician and/or 
clinic visits plus medication treatment 
per physician orders.

Clinic Hours and  
Testing Rates
Monday - Friday:  
8:00 am to 4:30 pm 

By appointment only:  
Call 815-334-4500

Clinical and Community Health
2200 N. Seminary Ave |  Building A 
Woodstock, IL 60098

Fees are based on specific tests com-
pleted. Please call for current pricing as 
prices are subject to change. We accept 
cash, credit or debit cards and Medicaid.
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Call to make your TB test Appointment today (815) 334-4500


