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To the citizens of McHenry County,

Welcome again to our second annual McHenry County
Coroner’s Report. This report will show our citizens statistical
analyses along with some insight into our operations and
yearly activities. 2023 was a busy year of accomplishments
for our office of accomplishments and | am proud to report
that your McHenry County Coroner’s Office has completed its
Accreditation with the International Association of Coroners
and Medical Examiners (IACME) organization. Our office is
only the 3rd county in lllinois and 37th in the nation to achieve
this

difficult standard. This was one of the higher priorities that

| set when | first took office on December 1, 2020 and now
have achieved.

Along with accomplishing this feat, our office finalized
a $113,000 DOJ Grant and was only 1 of 10 Coroner and
Medical Examiner Offices nationwide that this was awarded

too. This grant helped upgrade equipment, security, and training for staff within the office.

The Coroner’s Office is a very busy office that include phone calls, faxes, autopsies, scenes investigations,
working with many local agencies and more. Last year, the Coroner Office had almost 14,000 inbound and
outbound phone calls. This does not even include the phone calls that our deputies receive when they
are on call after normal business hours. We also have over 2,000 inbound and outbound faxes per year as
well. Our staff works diligently to handle each and every issue with the utmost care and promptness.

Training and continuing education is a very important component to each and every employee in the
Coroner’s Office. In the calendar year of 2023, the Coroner’s Office accumulated over 164 hours of training
and education.

| want to thank our team for continuing to set a higher standard for the citizens of McHenry County.

Michael R Rein, D.C.
McHenry County Coroner
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Introduction to McHenry County and its Population

McHenry County was formed back in 1836 and encompasses an area of 611 square miles. It is located
about 1.5 hours northeast of Chicago and is considered one of the 5 major collar counties, surrounding
Chicago. Though McHenry County is the 6th largest county by population of 102 in lllinois, agriculture is a
major economic footprint to the county. McHenry County consists of 30 different cities/towns/villages and
includes Algonquin, Barrington Hills, Bull Valley, Cary, Crystal Lake, Fox Lake, Fox River Grove, Greenwood,
Harvard, Hebron, Holiday Hills, Huntley, Island Lake, Johnsburg, Lake In the Hills, Lakemoor, Lakewood,
Marengo, McCullom Lake, McHenry, Oakwood Hills, Port Barrington, Prairie Grove, Richmond, Ringwood,
Spring Grove, Trout Valley, Union, Wonder Lake, and Woodstock. The City of Woodstock is considered the
county seat of McHenry County.

McHenry County was estimated to have approximately 312,800 residents in 2023 according to the U.S.
Census. Race of McHenry County is made up of the following: Caucasian 79%, Hispanic/Latino 15.3%,
Asian 3.1%, African American 2.0%, American Indian/Alaska Native 0.6%, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander 0.1%.

Age demographics consists of 18 years old and under 27.6%, 19-64 years old 55.7% and 65 years old and
older 16.7%.

McHenry County consist of 4 hospitals. These consist of the following:

Northwestern McHenry . ...... ... ... ..... 166 beds ....... Level Il Trauma Center
NorthwesternHuntley ..................... 128 beds ....... Level Il Trauma Center
Northwestern Woodstock Specialty Unit .. ... 22 Inpatient Physical Rehabilitation Beds
MercyHarvard.....................ooo... 50 beds
Mercy CrystalLake .. ..., 13 beds

Estimates in Population of McHenry County over past 10 yrs.
311747 312800

311122
310229
308145
307425 307595 307842 307439 I
307142
-\-\_l-\.\-\ | | |

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

*2014-2023 source U.S. Census Bureau and USAFacts.org
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Coroner Jurisdiction

The following list serves as a guideline as when to notify the coroner:

Any death suspected of being a sudden or violent death, whether suicide or
homicide.

Any death where the circumstances are suspicious, obscure, mysterious, or
otherwise unexplained.

Any accidental deaths: motor vehicle accidents; anesthetic; traumatic or

other forms of mechanical violence; burns; cutting or stabbing; drowning
(actual or suspected); electric shock; explosion; exposure; firearms; falls or
fractures; carbon monoxide-poisoning; hanging; heat exhaustion; strangulation;
suffocation; poisoning.

Any death arising out of employment.
Any maternal or fetal death arising out of criminal or self-induced abortion.
Any death due to a sex crime or crime against nature.

Any death due to suspicious or unusual circumstances or unknown
circumstances (body found).

Any death resulting from domestic violence.

Any death where addiction to alcohol or drug use may have been a contributing
factor.

Any death where the decedent is not attended by a physician, or the physician
cannot be found.

Any death of a “dead on arrival” or death within 24 hours of admission to a
Health Care facility.

Any death in state institutions (penal or mental health), wards of the state in
private care Facilities and programs.

Any death where a cremation of the remains is to take place.
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Mission Statement

The Mission of the McHenry County Coroner’s Office is to provide professionalism and
independently seek the truth by combining forensic science and medicolegal death
investigation. To provide the people of McHenry County with a thorough investigation

in the unlikely event of a death, and to ensure that the facts surrounding the death are

as complete as possible to determine the cause and manner of death. To serve our
community with integrity and compassion and follow the laws set forth under the County’s
Code, Coroner Division 55 ILCS 5/3 by the State of lllinois; and to work collaboratively with
our community, the public health department, and the legal system to reduce preventable
deaths in McHenry County.

Vision
To be recognized as a trustworthy source of accurate, scientifically based assessments of
deaths in our community by performing industry standard death investigations as a fully

accredited office through the International Association of Coroners & Medical Examiners
(IACME).

McHENRY

* % % % * % * x|

*
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Core Values

Service — We strive to offer effective, positive, ethical, and compassionate service to all
members of the public and to one another.

Integrity — We commit to being professional and courteous in all our interactions, both
with the public we serve and each other. We commit to being honest, ethical, and diligent.
We commit to being personally accountable for our words and actions and to help
cultivate an organization of integrity by expecting the same of others. We do the right
thing.

Compassion — We commit to being empathetic to the public we serve. To be mindful of
our speech and actions in how they may affect others.

Positivity — We recognize that our perspective is critical to our attitude and commit to
approaching challenges with a positive attitude.

Adaptability — We understand that nothing is constant. We commit to seeing the value of
change and view it as an opportunity for improvement.

Teamwork — We acknowledge the critical importance of other members in our department
and of other agencies with whom we work with. We are dedicated in cultivating a positive
and solutions-oriented environment in working together to solve all situations.
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The following list of highlights and goals is just a snapshot of what Coroner Rein and his staff accomplish
throughout the year. We continue to strive to improve the office by updating current procedures and
protocols. Continued education is also a high priority and the staff have offered many training opportunities
either via zoom, in person conferences/seminars, or through college courses.

Highlights CY 2023

« Achieved Accreditation from the International Coroners and Medical Examiners Association
(IACME). The Accreditation makes McHenry County Coroner’s Office only the 3rd County in
lllinois and 37th in the nation.

* Produced the 1st Annual Report from the Coroner’s Office.

« Completed all digital scanning of files, indexes, and miscellaneous files from as far back as
1877 to the secure McHenry County OnBase System.

« Started a new collaborative program with Lamplight Donor Services that provides whole
body tissue donation for surgical training and medical research at zero cost to families for
cremation services.

* Purchased a new Dodge Durango without using property tax monies.

« Continued our collaboration with Gift of Hope (GOH) in providing tissue and organ
donations to help save lives.

Goals CY 2024

» To begin upgrading/remodeling the morgue, evidence room, bathrooms, break room, all
flooring/carpeting and security to front office areas to immediately help better operations
for the next 40-50 years.

¢ Upgrade current outdated Case Management System that will maximize death
investigations, reports and strengthen statistical analyses that is specific to Coroner Offices.

+ Double the number of Deputies ABMDI Certificated which is the Gold Standard in the field.

« Increase community outreach of the Coroner’s Office to students, the elderly and the
general public.

+ Continue the Coroner’s Office collaboration and support as active members to county
organizations and continue vital coordination with all other agencies.
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Community Collaboration

Every year, the Coroner’s Office continues to expand
our involvement in the community of McHenry County.
In 2023 our Chief Deputy and Deputies joined the
McHenry County Suicide Prevention Task Force for
their annual Never Walk Alone fundraiser 5k at the
Dole Mansion in Crystal Lake and for the Pride Fest

in Woodstock. We will continue to support raising
awareness for mental health and suicide prevention.

Chief Deputy Zednick helped with the annual Shop with a Cop in
December. The McHenry County Police Charities hold this event for
children who are less fortunate or could benefit from positive police
interaction. The children are provided with a gift card to spend for
themselves and family members. Public safety volunteers manage the
check-in participants, serve them breakfast, wrap their presents and
help bring smiles during the holiday season.

Coroner Rein and Chief Deputy Zednick were able to go to various schools to present topics
relating to death investigations and the Coroner’s Office. They gave tours of the office to

the McHenry County College Criminal Justice classes and to prospective students that are
looking to pursue forensic science careers. These presentations and tours provided students
with an overview of what the Coroner’s Office does every day. This included how deaths are
reported and investigated, and when an autopsy is performed. Reviewing past cases taught
the students how the Coroner’s Office uses critical thinking skills in their investigations and
that television is not the same as reality.

PRAIRIE RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 155

Alden—Hebron

sirh t19
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IACME

McHenry County Coroner’s Office
achieved their Accreditation from the

International Association of Coroners . T MCHENR {:OUNTY

and Medical Examiners on September THEASURE R’
12, 2023. This high achievement was —_———— S QFFICE

. . 2100 Seminary Ave
the combined effort of not just Coroner 0 Seminary Ave.

Rein but also Chief Deputy Olivia
Zednick and our staff. McHenry County =
Coroner’s Office is now 1 of only 37
Coroner Offices nationwide that have
pursued and attained such a feat.

Coroner Rein believes that this shows
the high standard and dedication to the citizens of McHenry County that the office strives for.

Congratulat
Office for
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?%;, & Dedicated to the promotion of excellence in medicolegal death investigation through
'3'4‘“‘_(“‘_“\1- collaboration, education, and accreditation,

September 12, 2023

Attn: Dr. Michael Rein

MecHenry County Coroner’s Office
2200 N. Seminary Ave
Woaodstock, IL 60098

Dear Dr. Rein,

As the Executive Director of the International Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners (IACME)
and on behalf of those members that we represent, [ would like to congratulate you on your acereditation
with our association.

The Accreditation Auditors made it clear the McHenry County Coroner’s Office makes every effort to
provide the highest level of service to the citizens, neighbors, and visitors of McHenry County. This is
accomplished by a dedicated team of well-trained investigators through timely and compassionate
investigation of deaths occurring in their jurisdiction. Additionally, they strive to maintain a mutually
beneficial relationship with all external stakcholders.

The IACME is proud to say the McHenry County Coroner’s Office is a great representation of what our
association expeets from an accredited office. Thank you again for your support of the IACME,

Sincerely,

John Fudenberg
Executive Director
(702) 706-5880

john.fudenberg@theiacme.com

840 South Rancho Drive STE 4-410 « Las Vegas, Nevada 89106 - (702) 706-5880

2023 Annual Report | McHenry County Coroner’s Office

12



McHenry County Coroner Collaborative Organizations

The McHenry County Coroner’s Office works with many different organizations and agencies on a
daily basis. Some of these organizations we are active participating members either via zoom or in
person meetings. These meetings can be monthly or quarterly. We take great pride working with
these organizations and helping our community anyway possible.

A U il

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22
23,
24,
25.
26.
27,
28.
29.
30.

Adult at Risk Fatality Review Team (Active Member)
Child Death Review Team (Active Member)

Drug Coalition of McHenry County (Active Member)
Eversight (Cornea Transplant Organization)

FAA (Federal Aviation Administration)

FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)

Fire Departments (In and Around McHenry County)
Funeral Homes

Gift of Hope (Organ and Tissue Donation Organization)

. lllinois Coroners and Medical Examiners Association (ICMEA) (Active Member)
. International Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners (IACME) (Active Member)
. IVDRS/SUDORS (lllinois Viclent Death Reporting System/State Unintentional Drug

Overdose Reporting System) (Active Member)

Lamplight Body Donation (Medical Research not Organ Donation)
McHenry County Chief’s of Police Association (Active Member)

McHenry County Clerk’s Office

McHenry County Emergency Management Agency (EMA)

McHenry County Health Department

McHenry County Major Crash Assistance Team (MCAT)

McHenry County Major Investigation Assistance Team (MIAT)

McHenry County Mental Health Services/Mental Health Board

McHenry County Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) (Active Member)
McHenry County Sheriff and All Law Enforcement in the County

McHenry County State’s Attorney

McHenry County Suicide Prevention Task Force (MCSPTF) (Active Member)
Metra and All Railroad Companies

Mercy Hospital and Healthcare

NTSB (National Transportation Safety Board)

Northwestern Medicine

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC)
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making vision a reality
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