
I, __________________________________________, acknowledge the following regulations and 
penalties associated with non-agriculture chicken keeping: 
 

• No person may keep more than six (6) chickens on any property at one time. 
• No commercial activity will result from the keeping of chickens on the property. 
• Roosters are not permitted.  However, if the gender of a chick cannot be determined at hatching, a chick 

of either ender may be kept on the property for no more than six (6) months. 
• Chickens shall be kept in coops and fenced runs at all times.  Chickens shall be kept in coops from dusk 

to dawn. 
• Chicken coops and runs shall meet the following standards: 

o Chicken coops and runs shall be kept in the effective rear yard and shall be located at least ten 
(10) feet from any lot line and ten (10) feet from any other structure. 

o The facility shall be kept in good repair, maintenance in a clean and sanitary condition, and free 
of vermin, obnoxious odors, and substances.  The facility shall not create a nuisance or disturb 
neighboring residents due to noise, odor, damage, or threats to public health. 

o The chicken coop and run shall be designed to ensure the health and well-being of the animal is 
not endangered by the manner of keeping or confinement. 

o The chicken coop and run shall be adequately lighted and ventilated. 
• No storage of chicken manure is permitted within twenty (20) feet of the lot line. 
• Slaughter of chickens on-site is prohibited. 
• Failure to comply may result in fines up to $500 per week for each week the violation continues. 

 
 

McHenry County  
Department of Planning & Development 
2200 North Seminary Ave. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 
plandev@mchenrycountyil.gov 
815.334.4560 

 
APPLICATION FOR NON-AGRICULTURE CHICKEN KEEPING 

 
Applicant/Property Owner Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Property PIN: ____________________________________ 
 
 
PLEASE ATTACH A DIMENSIONED SITE PLAN INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED 
COOP WITH DISTANCE FROM LOT LINES.  

THIS APPLICATION AUTHORIZES MCHENRY COUNTY TO ENTER THE PROPERTY TO PERFORM INSPECTION(S).  
 
_______________________________________________   ________________________ 
Signature    Date   
 
 
 
Zoning Approval _________  Date ___________ Comments: ________________________________________________ 
 
Stormwater Approval __________  Date ________ Comments: ______________________________________________ 
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