
M cH e n r y Co u n ty Ve te r a n s  Ass is t a n ce  Co m m iss io n  
M in u te s  o f th e  Ge n e r a l M ee t in g 

Au gu s t  1 6 , 2 0 2 3    
M cH e n r y Co u n ty Go ve r n m e n t  Ce n te r  

Ca ll To  Or d e r  –  Ch a ir m a n  J o se p h  Ke r s te n  called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance 
Commission to order at 1725 hours at the McHenry County Government Administration 
Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois 60098.  

R o ll Ca ll –  Superintendent Michael Iwanicki called the roll.  

Office r ’s  p r e sen t : (*Appointed)  
Ch a ir m a n    J oseph Kersten  Sr . Vice  Ch a ir m a n   Pat Conley 

J r . Vice  Ch a ir m a n   Frank Steckelberg Se r gea n t  At  Ar m s   J ames Koch  

J u d ge  Ad vo ca t e   Charlie Chapman   

Secr e t a r y*   J ennifer Kunke Ch a p la in *   Eugene Boxleitner 

IACVAC De lega te*  Donald Smolinski IACVAC Alt e r n a te*  Pat Conley 

R e co gn ized  Ve te r a n  Se r vice  Or ga n iza t io n  R e p r e sen ta t ive s :  
Th e  Am e r ica n  Le gio n  

P o s t  # 1 7 1  Cr ys t a l La k e  
Charlie Morgan (D)  
Robert Dorn (A)  

P o s t  # 1 9 2  M a r en go  
Eugene Boxleitner (D)  
Nicole Bruno (A)  

P o s t  # 2 5 3  R ich m o n d  
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

P o s t  # 2 6 5  H a r va r d  
            J oe McLachlin       
                J oe Nolan           

P o s t  # 2 7 6  Ca r y 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

P o s t  # 4 1 2  W o o d s to ck  
Dan Chalwasiz (D)  
J oseph Kersten (A)  

P o s t  # 4 9 1  M cH e n r y 
Scott Kaphingst (D)  
Ray Martin  (A)   

P o s t  # 6 0 6  H eb r o n  
J ohnny Eskridge (D)  

Vacant (A) 

P o s t  # 6 7 3  H u n t ley 
Walter Gullang (D)  
Patrick Conley (A)  

P o s t  # 1 2 3 1  La k e  in  Th e  H ills  
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

M u lt i P o s t  R ep s  3 3 0 ILCS4 5 / 9 (a ) (3 )  
(D) 
(A) 

 

Am Ve t s  
P o s t  # 2 4 5  Ca r y Gr o ve  

Neal Donner (D)  
Vacant (A) 

P o s t  # 2 6 9  W o o d s to ck  
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

 
M a r in e  Co r p s  Le a gu e  

Rick Prescott (A)       
Michael Breslin  (D)        

P o lish  Le gio n  o f Am er ica n  Ve te r a n s  
J ames Koch (D)   
William Richards (A)  

 

Ve t e r a n s  o f Fo r e ign  W a r s  
P o s t  # 4 6 0 0  M cH e n r y 

Charles Chapman (D)  
Ken Hauser (A)     

P o s t  # 5 0 4 0  W o o d s to ck  
J ohn Widmayer (D)  
Ed Chambers (A)  

P o s t  # 1 2 0 1 4  Cr ys t a l La k e  
J ames Pierce (D)       

Vacant (A) 
P o s t  # 1 1 4 9 6  J o h n s b u r g 

Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

  

 
R e co gn ize d  Gu e s t s :  M cH e n r y Co u n ty Bo a r d  R ep .  

Carl Kamienski   
Am e r ica n  Legio n  # 4 1 2  

Dan Chwalisz  
 
 

VAC 
Habacuc Rico 

VAC 
Victor Somoza 

 
A q u o r u m  w a s  p r e se n t . 
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M e m b e r s  On lin e :   None 
Ap p r o va l o f t h e  Age n d a : None 
M e e t in g M in u te s  Ap p r o va l: 

a. Copies of the J uly 2023 Minutes were made available by distribution to the Delegates and 
Alternates. Bill Richards made the motion to accept the J uly 2023 minutes as presented. 
The motion was seconded by Ray Martin. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 
Corrections: None 

Ch a ir m a n ’s  R e m a r k s : None 

P u b lic P a r t icip a t io n :   VSO Habacuc Rico discussed obtaining his VA PIV card which allows 
him access to the VA system so he’s able to do his job at full potential.  Happy Birthday to 
Victor Somoza!   

Old  Bu s in e s s :   
 

a. VAC Pay Plan Update –  The increase has been announced but still not published. The 
increase was split; 4% effective J uly 1, 2023 and 2.5% effective J anuary 1, 2024.  This 
amount will be in effect for several years.   

b. VAC Budget Update –  Some potential concerns with the budget include State cuts that 
may impact the need for our financial assistance program.  Wellness programs have 
already been scheduled and attended.  Don Smolinski made the motion to accept the 
updated VAC budget as presented. The motion was seconded by J ohn Widmayer. The 
motion was passed by unanimous vote. Corrections: None 

c. VPH Saturday Hours –  We continue to book appointments during Saturday hours in 
Crystal Lake so we’re considering extending the hours at that location.  There are usually 
2 scheduled appointments and walk-in  visits.   

d. Stakeholder Outreach –  As we’re compliant with the new laws, we’re now focused on 
working with other organizations to expand our services.  Superintendent Iwanicki will 
be reaching out to organization heads to discuss what is still needed in the community.  

Co r r e sp o n d e n ce :  We received a letter from Veterans Path to Hope regarding sponsorship of 
their annual United for Veterans Gala on September 29, 2023 at the Boulder Ridge Country 
Club. Thank you letter from Elderwerks to Mike Iwanicki & Habacuc Rico for attending the 
Aging Better Expo in Hoffman Estates.  Their presentation was very well received.  

Ne w  a n d  Un fin ish e d  Bu s in e s s :    

a. Wellness Programs –  We have approved 2 programs so far.  The first one is our 
contribution to the existing gaming program in the form of providing gaming 
subscriptions. The second program will be providing meals at the Veterans Wednesday 
night group at VPH. 

b. November Wellness Fair –  The VAC is working with the VA, McHenry County Health 
Department and Elderwerks to hold a Veterans Wellness Fair at the County on November 
6, 2023.   

c. Veterans Mental Health First Aid Training –  Superintendent Iwanicki is working on 
bringing this training course to our staff and Post members.  There is a limited number of 
spaces available so people can register with our office. 

d. CVSO Act –  Request from the State Association to approve and send a letter to legislature 
encouraging them to sponsor the act which allows the National Service Organization to 
have representation at the TAPS program that service members attend when leaving 
service. The rep would talk to the service members about benefits that may be available 
to them.  Don Smolinski made the motion to direct Superintendent Iwanicki to complete 
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the request to our congressional representatives to co-sponsor the commitment to 
Veterans Support & Outreach CVSO Act. The motion was seconded by Ken Hauser. The 
motion was passed by unanimous vote. Corrections: None 

e. This weekend the American Legion in Crystal Lake, in cooperation with the Legion in  
Elburn, will be distributing Be The One literature & bracelets at a 3 day event in Elburn.  
They are also working on donations for 6 additional Xbox systems at VPH to bring the 
total to 10.  Crystal Lake’s J ohnny Appleseed Festival will be taking place on September 
30th.  One of the goals is to reach deeper to families so they will have 25+ stations in the 
tent showcasing all resources that are available.  They are also collaborating with 
SheForce which is run by women veterans. They are starting a McHenry County chapter 
focusing on mental health for female veterans.  Their first event will be held on J anuary 
6th.   

f. A master gardener has started a Veteran Peace Garden at the Post 4600 baseball fields. 
He is selling $50 memorial bricks to add a patio to the garden.  Sales will end on 
September 5th.    

St a n d in g Co m m it t ee  R e p o r t s :  
1. Execu t ive  Bo a r d  M ee t in g : None 
2. By -La w s :.  None 

R ep o r t  o f IACVAC Deleg a t es :      
R o u t in e  Co n se n t :    

a. Superintendents Financial Report –  We’re continuing to see an uptick in financial 
assistance requests. We’re also starting to see a rise in riders using our transportation 
program. The year-to-date budget is on target.  Due to the Pact Act, we have had 685 
additional claims. We’re still recording claims in the system and nearing the $3M mark.  
For every dollar spent on the VAC office, we’re bringing $7.19 back to McHenry County.  
As a part of our accounting protocol, we will now be using a program called Questica 
instead of a daily log for reconciliation purposes. Ken Hauser made the motion to accept 
the Superintendent’s Financial Report as presented. The motion was seconded by Ray 
Martin. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

Su p e r in t e n d e n t ’s  R e p o r t :    

a. Senior Wellness Fair –  The VAC table and presentation at this event was very well 
attended. 

b. Pace Inspection –  Annual inspection was conducted, and everything was in order for the 
transportation program.   

c. Patriot Run –  The VAC attended the final meeting and checks were distributed. The 
VAC received $6,639.03. 

Exe cu t ive  Se s s io n :  None 

Be n e d ict io n  by Gene Boxleitner. 

Ch a ir m a n  J o se p h  Ke r s t e n  adjourned the meeting at 1821 Hours.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Kunke 
J ennifer Kunke



Superintendents Financial Report Approved Aug 16, 2023 
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J u ly 2 0 2 3  Ye a r  to  Da te  

 


