
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

July 19, 2023   
McHenry County Government Center 

Call To Order – Chairman Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance 
Commission to order at 1724 hours at the McHenry County Government Administration 
Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois 60098.  

Roll Call – Assistant Superintendent Somoza called the roll.  

Officer’s present: (*Appointed)  
Chairman   Joseph Kersten  Sr. Vice Chairman  Pat Conley 

Jr. Vice Chairman  Frank Steckelberg Sergeant At Arms  James Koch  

Judge Advocate  Charlie Chapman   

Secretary*   Jennifer Kunke Chaplain*   Eugene Boxleitner 

IACVAC Delegate*  Donald Smolinski IACVAC Alternate*  Pat Conley 

Recognized Veteran Service Organization Representatives: 
The American Legion 

Post #171 Crystal Lake 
Charlie Morgan (D)  
Robert Dorn (A)  

Post #192 Marengo 
Eugene Boxleitner (D)  
Nicole Bruno (A)  

Post #253 Richmond 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #265 Harvard 
            Joe McLachlin       
                Joe Nolan           

 

Post #276 Cary 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #412 Woodstock 
Peter Lockinger (D)  
Joseph Kersten (A)  

Post #491 McHenry 
Scott Kaphingst (D)  
Ray Martin (A)   

Post #606 Hebron 
Johnny Eskridge (D)  

Vacant (A) 

Post #673 Huntley 
Walter Gullang (D)  
Patrick Conley (A)  

Post #1231 Lake in The Hills 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Multi Post Reps 330ILCS45/9(a)(3) 
(D) 
(A) 

 

AmVets 
Post #245 Cary Grove 

Neal Donner (D)  
Vacant (A) 

Post #269 Woodstock 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

 
Marine Corps League 

Rick Prescott (A)        
Michael Breslin  (D)        

Polish Legion of American Veterans 
James Koch (D)   
William Richards (A)  

 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post #4600 McHenry 

Charles Chapman (D)  
Ken Hauser (A)     

Post #5040 Woodstock 
John Widmayer (D)  
Ed Chambers (A)  

Post #12014 Crystal Lake 
James Pierce (D)       

Vacant (A) 
Post #11496 Johnsburg 

Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

  

 
Recognized Guests: McHenry County Board Rep. 

Carl Kamienski   
American Legion #412 

Dan Chwalisz  
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A quorum was present. 
 
Members Online:  Superintendent Mike Iwanicki 

Approval of the Agenda: None 

Meeting Minutes Approval: 

a. Copies of the June 2023 Minutes were made available by distribution to the Delegates and 
Alternates. Bill Richards made the motion to accept the June 2023 minutes as presented. 
The motion was seconded by Jim Koch. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 
Corrections: None 

Chairman’s Remarks: None 

Public Participation:   Bob Dorn mentioned that the IJF, Illinois Joint Forces, will be having 
a Resource Fair in Aurora. Be the One is also working with the State’s Governor’s Challenge 
working to reach 70,000 people in Illinois regarding suicide awareness. Bill Richards 
mentioned that the Spirit of 45 program is happening on August 13th in Veteran’s Park in 
McHenry. McHenry Post 491 will be hosting Wet the Vet which offers lunch and a day on a 
boat.   

Old Business:  
 

a. Pay Plan Update – We’re still waiting for the COLA increase to be decided on at the State 
level.   

b. Veterans Wellness Program Section 1500 - General guidelines for a group wellness 
program for Veterans and their families.  Veteran-centered not-for-profit organizations 
(VPH, Posts, etc.) can propose a wellness event to the VAC for review and approval by the 
Commission. Bob Dorn made the motion to accept the Veterans Wellness guidelines as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Bill Richards. The motion was passed by 
unanimous vote. 

c. Chairman Joe Kersten asked that members take the Open Meetings Act training and read 
the Military Assistance Act if they haven’t already.  

d. Mileage Reimbursement – Commission members can fill out a mileage reimbursement 
form to be submitted, along with a W-9, to the VAC every quarter. 

 
Correspondence:  We received a letter from the Boy Scouts of America thanking the VAC for 
their support, one thanking driver Tim McBride for going above and beyond while taking them 
to their appointments and one for the entire office thanking us for being organized in 
recordkeeping while assisting her with her records since 1992.  We also have 2 Google reviews, 
thanking staff for claims assistance.   

New and Unfinished Business:   

a. Senior Wellness Fair – Superintendent Iwanicki and VSO Rico will be presenting at the 
Fair on August 9th alongside the Kane County VAC. 

b. 2024 Proposed Budget – The financial services line items most likely to be increased due 
to possible cuts in Federal benefits and more veterans now eligible for veterans financial 
assistance due to inclusion of additional discharge statuses.  Charlie Chapman made the 
motion to approve the proposed 2024 budget as presented. The motion was seconded by 
John Widmayer. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 
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c. Governmental Agreement – Proposed agreement prepared by our attorney outlines the 
responsibilities of the VAC and the County as well as a budget line item to reimburse the 
County for common administrative functions.  Michael Breslin made the motion to accept  
the Agreement as presented.  The motion was seconded by John Widmayer. The motion 
was passed by unanimous vote. 

Standing Committee Reports: 
1. Executive Boa rd Meeting : None 
2. By -La w s:.  None 

Report of IACVAC Deleg a tes:  .   

Routine Consent:   

a. Superintendents Financial Report –Financial Assistance requests have doubled in the 
past month due to the funds for Covid relief running out.  Pat Conley made the motion 
to accept the Superintendent’s Financial Report as presented. The motion was seconded 
by Charlie Chapman. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

Superintendent’s Report:   

a. IACVAC First Division Meeting - Chairman Kersten, Superintendent Iwanicki, and Asst. 
Superintendent Somoza attended the First Division meeting in DuPage County.  No date 
set yet on the next meeting, but the next training is in September.   

b. Motorcycle Run – VSO Habacuc Rico had a display at the well-attended event and met 
several new clients for future claims assistance.   

c. VPH Saturday hours – The office has been offering Saturday hours for about a month 
now and the appointments have been steadily growing. It’s a great partnership due to 
our veterans also taking advantage of the food pantry and peer support offered by VPH.   

d. Education Benefit Training – We provided Veterans in Crisis training 2 weeks ago to the 
McHenry County Sheriff's Office and First Responders. VSO Habacuc Rico attended 
AVECO training in St. Louis for a week learning about VA education benefits.   

Executive Session:  None 

Benediction by Gene Boxleitner. 

Chairman Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1816 Hours.  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Kunke 
 
Jennifer Kunke



Superintendents June Financial Report Approved  
 



Superintendents June Financial Report Approved  
June Year to Date 

 


