
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

June 21, 2023   
McHenry County Government Center 

Call To Order – Chairman Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance 
Commission to order at 1716 hours at the McHenry County Government Administration 
Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois 60098.  

Roll Call – VSO Keith Duggan called the roll.  

Officer’s present: (*Appointed)  
Chairman   Joseph Kersten  Sr. Vice Chairman  Pat Conley 

Jr. Vice Chairman  Frank Steckelberg Sergeant At Arms  James Koch  

Judge Advocate  Charlie Chapman   

Secretary*   Jennifer Kunke Chaplain*   Eugene Boxleitner 

IACVAC Delegate*  Donald Smolinski IACVAC Alternate*  Pat Conley 

Recognized Veteran Service Organization Representatives: 
The American Legion 

Post #171 Crystal Lake 
Charlie Morgan (D)  
Robert Dorn (A)  

Post #192 Marengo 
Eugene Boxleitner (D)  
Nicole Bruno (A)  

Post #253 Richmond 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #265 Harvard 
            Joe McLachlin       
                Joe Nolan           

 

Post #276 Cary 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #412 Woodstock 
Dan Chwalisz (D)  
Joseph Kersten (A)  

Post #491 McHenry 
Scott Kaphingst (D)  
Ray Martin (A)   

Post #606 Hebron 
Johnny Eskridge (D)  

Vacant (A) 

Post #673 Huntley 
Walter Gullang (D)  
Patrick Conley (A)  

Post #1231 Lake in The Hills 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Multi Post Reps 330ILCS45/9(a)(3) 
(D) 
(A) 

 

AmVets 
Post #245 Cary Grove 

Neal Donner (D)  
Vacant (A) 

Post #269 Woodstock 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

 
Marine Corps League 

Rick Prescott (A)        
Michael Breslin  (D     

Polish Legion of American Veterans 
James Koch (D)   
William Richards (A)  

 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post #4600 McHenry 

Charles Chapman (D)  
Ken Hauser (A)     

Post #5040 Woodstock 
John Widmayer (D)  
Ed Chambers (A)  

Post #12014 Crystal Lake 
James Pierce (D)       

Vacant (A) 
Post #11496 Johnsburg 

Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

  

 
Recognized Guests: McHenry County Board Rep. 

Carl Kamienski   
 
 

 
 

  

 



McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
Minutes of the General Meeting 
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McHenry County Government Center 

A quorum was present. 
 
Members Online:  None 

Approval of the Agenda: None 

Meeting Minutes Approval: 

a. Copies of the May  2023 Minutes were made available by distribution to the Delegates and 
Alternates. A motion was made and seconded to accept the May 2023 minutes as 
presented. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. Corrections: None 

Chairman’s Remarks: None 

Public Participation:   None  

Old Business:  
 

a. NACVSO – Superintendent Iwanicki and VSO’s Anna Marchese and Habacuc Rico 
attending Nationals for additional training and networking.  Topics included the Pact 
Act and Camp Lejeune.   

b. Veterans Service Stakeholders Meeting – We will be re-engaging with Posts and service 
organizations to plan the rescheduled meeting. 

c. VAC Pay Plan Update – The State should release the annual COLA increase figure for 
2023 on July 1st.   

d. Commission Mileage Reimbursement – Reminder to fill out the travel reimbursement 
form to receive funds for travel to the monthly meetings.   

 
Correspondence:  None. 

New and Unfinished Business:   

a. Resource Room – We’re continuing discussions with the County Facilities department to 
turn the storage room into a Resource Room as well as other office expansion ideas.   

b. Wellness Program – The by-laws and budget fund transfers were discussed. A question 
was raised on who would be able to request use of the wellness programs regarding 
conflict of interest.  A motion was made and seconded to continue discussion at the next 
meeting. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

c. Memorial Day – The Posts shared the many wonderful Memorial Day presentations that 
took place around the County. 

 
Standing Committee Reports: 

1. Executive Board Meeting: None 
2. By-Laws: None 

 
Report of IACVAC Delegates:  None 
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Routine Consent:   

a. Superintendents Financial Report – Keith Duggan presented the Financial Report.  A 
motion was made and seconded to accept the Superintendent’s Financial Report as 
presented. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

Superintendent’s Report:   

a. Veterans In Crises – The First Responder training will take place on June 27th at the 
Mental Health Board in Crystal Lake and is open to the McHenry County Sheriff’s 
Department and Firefighters. 

b. VA Healthcare Presentation – Superintendent Iwanicki presented at the Woodstock 
library where 10 people were in attendance. 

c. Veterans Task Force Meeting – The State received the information that was sent to 
them, and they will be working on ways to improve the claims process.   

Executive Session:  None 

Benediction by Gene Boxleitner. 

Chairman Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1830 Hours.  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Kunke 
 
Jennifer Kunke



Superintendents Financial Report Approved June 21, 2023 



Superintendents Financial Report Approved June 21, 2023 
May 2023 Year to Date

 


