McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission

Minutes of the General Meeting
April 19, 2023
McHenry County Government Center

Call To Order — Chairman Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance
Commission to order at 1735 hours at the McHenry County Government Administration
Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois 60098.

Roll Call - Superintendent Iwanicki called the roll.

Officer’s present: (*Appointed)

Chairman XI | Joseph Kersten Sr. Vice Chairman [X] | Pat Conley
Jr. Vice Chairman [] | Frank Steckelberg Sergeant At Arms [X] | James Koch
Judge Advocate X Charlie Chapman

Secretary* [0 | Jennifer Kunke Chaplain* X | Eugene Boxleitner

IACVAC Delegate* [XI | Donald Smolinski IACVAC Alternate* [X | Pat Conley

Recognized Veteran Service Organization Representatives:

The American Legion
Post #171 Crystal Lake Post #192 Marengo Post #253 Richmond
Charlie Morgan (D) O Eugene Boxleitner (D) X Vacant (D)
Robert Dorn (A) O Nicole Bruno (A) O Vacant (A)
Post #265 Harvard Post #276 Cary Post #412 Woodstock
Joe McLachlin [X Vacant (D) Peter Lockinger (D) O
Vacant (A) Vacant (A) Joseph Kersten (A) X
Post #491 McHenry Post #606 Hebron Post #673 Huntley
Ray Martin (D) O Johnny Eskridge (D) [ Walter Gullang (D) X
Joe Kalisek (A) O Vacant (A) Patrick Conley (A) X
Post #1231 Lake in The Hills | Multi Post Reps 330ILCS45/9(a)(3)
Vacant (D) (D)
Vacant (A) (A)
Post #245 Cary Grove Post #269 Woodstock
AmVets Neal Donner (D) O Vacant (D)
Vacant (A) Vacant (A)

Marine Corps League
Rick Prescott (D) O
Jason Hertha (A) [

James Koch (D)
William Richards (A)

Polish Legion of American Veterans

X
X

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post #4600 McHenry Post #5040 Woodstock Post #12014 Crystal Lake
Charles Chapman (D) [X John Widmayer (D) X James Pierce (D) O
Ken Hauser (A) X Ed Chambers (A) O Vacant (A)

Post #11496 Johnsburg
Vacant (D)
Vacant (A)
. . McHenry County Board Rep.
Recognized Guests: Carl Kamienski =

A quorum was present.
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Members Online: None
Approval of the Agenda: None
Meeting Minutes Approval:

a. Copies of the March 2023 Minutes were made available by distribution to the Delegates
and Alternates. Frank Steckelberg made the motion to accept the March 2023 minutes as
presented. The motion was seconded by Pat Conley. The motion was passed by unanimous
vote. Corrections: None

Chairman’s Remarks: None

Public Participation: New commission member, Dan Chwalisz, introduced himself. He’s a
Korean Era Army Veteran living in Woodstock. Joe McLaughlin, Marine Corps League member
and a machine gunner in Desert Storm, also introduced himself.

Member Comments / Post Announcements:

a. McHenry VFW #4600 is hosting the Wall on July 13th, 2023 and they are looking for
volunteers.

b. There’s a letter making the rounds regarding receiving $1,200 from Social Security.
When you apply for benefits they automatically verify military service, if they are unable
to verity, you can give them a copy of your DD214. Depending on what era you're in,
they added $100 a month to your wage/credit to Social Security so it translates to
pennies in the long run.

c. Vet Fest is happening on June 17th at the Huntley Legion. Food, bands and more!

Correspondence: A big Thank You to the McHenry American Legion Auxiliary #491 for
donating $600 to the VAC Bus Fund, Boone County VAC thanked Superintendent Iwanicki for
answering questions, and a veteran sent a thank you for handling his claim.

New and Unfinished Business:

a. Financial Assistance Training — New VSO officers Anna Marchese and Habacuc “Rico”

attended intermediate training and officer Keith Duggan attended advanced training.

Accreditation training of our new officers begins next week.

NACVSO Training — Anna and Rico, along with Superintendent Iwanicki, will be

attending this training June 4th — June 8th,

d. Senate Bill 2005 Homeless Veterans — IL. DHS provides preference in housing a veteran.

It has already passed in the House.

Veterans Death Certificate — This bill was amended many times; it did pass the house and

is currently in the Senate.

Veterans Family — This bill is still in the Senate.

House Bill 925 — State accreditation of Veterans organization. This would affect the SVA

at MCC.

Intergovernmental Agreement continues to be worked on. We’ve reached an agreement

on the formula to Va%ue the services provided by the County. Superintendent Iwanicki

submitted the figure of $35,500 for services to Scott Hartman, the County Assistant

Administrator. Our lawyer will work on the document, and it will be submitted to the

Commission for approval once completed.

i. Saturday Hours — We are working with Veterans Path to Hope on having office hours at
their location in Crystal Lake on Saturdays starting in June. Hours will be from 9am to
12pm and officers will have comp time the following business day.
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Standing Committee Reports:
1. Executive Board Meeting: None

2. Bg{-Laws: Proposed By-law Changes: Service organizations shall be provided an alternate &
delegate ap%ointment form to be received by March 1 and appointments can be changed in writing
anytime within that year. No employee of the VAC can be a delegate or alternate or have any voting
right while employed by the VAC. Public comment section is limited to 30 minutes unless the
commission votes to extend. The March meeting shall be the annual meeting at which those
selected and dually appointed begin their term of office. Members have 90 days from the March
meeting to take the Open Meetings Act if they haven’t already done so in the past. Executive
powers of the commission shall be selected by a majority vote of the full, regular commission.
Superintendent shall select employees from veterans or spouses and chilgdren of veterans.
Superintendent may be removed from office if, after delegates from no less than 3 service
orﬁanizations file a written request calling for their removal, there is a vote from a majority of the
full commission in favor of the removal. Changes are marked in the By-law manual and will be
voted on at the next meeting.

Report of IACVAC Delegates: None
Routine Consent:

a. Superintendents Financial Report — Superintendent Iwanicki made the correction to the Grand
Total of the Projected Year to Date and is now an official part of the February 2023 Minutes. We
are on track for $600,000 for total budget spending. We continue to see an increased need for
financial assistance as COVID money is no longer largely available. Claim awards are currently a
little over a million dollars, normally we would expect $2,000,000 at this time of year. We found
a glitch in the system that we are working on to have accurate figures for the next meeting.
Transportation is also increasing; we are still looking for additional drivers. The motion to
accept the Superintendents Financial Report as presented was made by James Koch and
seconded by Wally Gullang. The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

Superintendent’s Report:

a. The VAC met with T-Mobile to review a program that offers phone/internet service for
low-income individuals. This includes a smartphone, cellular service, and internet for
$40 per month.

b. Presentation at VFW #4600 with Justen Funeral Home took place on April 13th. When

we do a presentation with a private entity, we deliver a disclaimer that our presence is

for information purposes only, it doesn’t indicate an endorsement of that company.

Operation Dropbox — County sponsored collection benefitting Veterans Path to Hope.

Ruck March — McHenry American Legion #491 is hosting the event to bring awareness

to the 22 Veterans that commit suicide per day. The march is on May 28t offering a 22-

mile, 22k and 2-mile routes.

We

Executive Session: - None
Benediction by Gene Boxleitner.
Chairman Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1844 Hours.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Kunke



Superintendents Financial Report Approved March 15, 2023



Superintendents Financial Report Approved March 15, 2023
February 2023 Year to Date



