
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission Inc.  
& VAC Foundation 
Meeting of 19 April 2023 

 
Chairman Joseph Kersten called the meeting to order at 1700 Hours.    
Chairman Joseph Kersten led the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Gene Boxleitner gave the Invocation.   
Superintendent Mike Iwanicki called the roll of officers. A quorum of officers was present.      
 
                                                                                    

Officers Present:  Chairman:  
Joseph Kersten  

Senior Vice Chairman:  
Pat Conley 

Junior Vice Chairman: 
Frank Steckelberg 

Treasurer:    
John Widmayer  

Secretary:    
Excused  

Director:  
Charlie Chapman 

Director:  
James Koch  

 

 

The 15 March 2023 Minutes: Copies of the March Minutes were made available by distribution to the Delegates 
and Alternates.  Charlie Chapman made the motion to accept the March Minutes as presented.  Pat Conley 
seconded the motion. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. Corrections: none 

The March 2023 Treasurer’s Report:  Copies of the March Treasurer’s bank statement summary report was 
made available by Treasurer John Widmayer and distributed to the Delegates and Alternates. The motion to 
accept the March Treasurer’s bank statement summary report as presented was made by Don Smolinski and 
seconded by Eugene Boxleitner. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. Corrections: none 

New Business:    

1. Financial Assistance – There are 2 grant applications: one for car repairs and one for sump pump 
replacement.  The veteran requesting car repairs is leaving New Horizons and requires the car to return 
to work.  Don Smolinski made a motion to approve the grant in the amount of $1,639.68, seconded by 
Wally Gullang.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote. There was discussion on the sump pump 
replacement estimate of $1,700.  Don Smolinski made a motion to approve the expenditure subject to 
confirmation of the estimate, Joe McLachlan seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous vote. 

2. Scholarship – Higher education scholarships for Children and Grandchildren of McHenry County 
Veterans.  The account stands at a balance of $56,832.54, $2,569.57 in interest, and $151.38 in fees. 

3. Chairman Kersten reminded all that half of the 300 Club tickets are still for sale. 
4. Veterans Outing – VPH Outdoors is putting together a camping trip and looking for assistance with 

sleeping bags and transportation. 
5. Patriot Run – The run will take place on Sunday, June 25th at 7:30am.  This year, the VAC is in charge 

of obtaining a color guard and snacks for the runners.  
6. Vet Fest – Annual event in Huntley on June 17th at 3pm.  There will be numerous food vendors and 

bands.   
7. Veterans Path To Hope – They have a new program that corresponds with American Legion’s Be The 

One program.  This program involves veterans who participate in video games. The game sets are $1,700 
each and since there is equipment that needs to be maintained, this may be better suited to the VAC 
office handling this program. 

Old Business: 

1. Foundation Filing – Don Smolinski stated that the filing has been resubmitted to the IRS and is in line 
for approval. The IRS is currently working on applications from August of 2022.  
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The drawing of the 2023 series 300 Club winners for May are: $75.00 to Ben Schultz and $25.00 to VFW 5040.  
 
Chairman Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1734 Hours.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,                   
 

Jennifer Kunke 
Jennifer Kunke 


