
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

March 15, 2023   
McHenry County Government Center 

Call To Order – Chairman Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance 
Commission to order at 1713 hours at the McHenry County Government Administration 
Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois 60098.  

Roll Call – Superintendent Iwanicki called the roll.  

Officer’s present: (*Appointed)  
Chairman   Joseph Kersten  Sr. Vice Chairman  Pat Conley 

Jr. Vice Chairman  Frank Steckelberg  Sergeant At Arms  James Koch  

Judge Advocate  Charlie Chapman   

Secretary*   Jennifer Kunke Chaplain*   Eugene Boxleitner 

IACVAC Delegate*  Donald Smolinski IACVAC Alternate*  Pat Conley 

Recognized Veteran Service Organization Representatives: 
The American Legion 

Post #171 Crystal Lake 
Charlie Morgan (D)  
Robert Dorn (A)  

Post #192 Marengo 
Eugene Boxleitner (D)  
Nicole Bruno (A)  

Post #253 Richmond 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #265 Harvard 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #276 Cary 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Post #412 Woodstock 
Peter Lockinger (D)  
Joseph Kersten (A)  

Post #491 McHenry 
Ray Martin (D)   
Joe Kalisek (A)   

Post #606 Hebron 
Johnny Eskridge (D)  

Vacant (A) 

Post #673 Huntley 
Walter Gullang (D)  
Patrick Conley (A)  

Post #1231 Lake in The Hills 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

Multi Post Reps 330ILCS45/9(a)(3) 
(D) 
(A) 

 

AmVets 
Post #245 Cary Grove 

Neal Donner (D)  
Vacant (A) 

Post #269 Woodstock 
Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

 
Marine Corps League 

Rick Prescott (D)        
Jason Hertha (A)        

Polish Legion of American Veterans 
James Koch (D)   
William Richards (A)  

 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post #4600 McHenry 

Charles Chapman (D)  
Ken Hauser (A)     

Post #5040 Woodstock 
John Widmayer (D)  
Ed Chambers (A)  

Post #12014 Crystal Lake 
James Pierce (D)  

Vacant (A) 
Post #11496 Johnsburg 

Vacant (D) 
Vacant (A) 

  

 
Recognized Guests: McHenry County Board Rep. 

Carl Kamienski   
 

 
 

  

 
A quorum was present. 



McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
Minutes of the General Meeting 

March 15, 2023   
McHenry County Government Center 

Members Online:  None 

Approval of the Agenda: Charlie Chapman made the motion to approve the agenda, seconded 
by Joe Kalisek. 

Meeting Minutes Approval: 

a. Copies of the February 2023 Minutes were made available by distribution to the Delegates 
and Alternates. Bill Richards made the motion to accept the February 2023 minutes as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Charlie Chapman. The motion was passed by 
unanimous vote. Corrections: None 

Chairman’s Remarks: New members please go to the Attorney General’s website and take the 
Open Meetings Act course. 

Public Participation:  Rick Prescott and Jason Hertha introduced themselves to the 
commission. Rick Prescott is with the McHenry County Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League. Jason Hertha is the Commandant of the McHenry County Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League.  

Member Comments / Post Announcements: John Widmayer wants to commend the 
office on a good job of putting the Annual Report together.  Bill Richards mentioned a Medal of 
Honor recipient from Hebron has a street named after him, Elmer Bigelow. Rick Prescott 
mentioned that the McHenry County Detachment Marine Corps League has a podcast called 
Roger That Chronicles. They talk about Veterans issues-leaving service, starting businesses, 
finding a job, and resources available. Chairman Kersten wanted to draw attention to the VFW 
State Newsletter, the VBMF has been working on getting a picture and bio of everyone on the 
Wall.  They are also looking for names, date of birth, date of death, and unit served of veterans 
who have passed away do to their military service.   
 
Correspondence: We’ve received a few letters thanking the VAC for everything they do. 

New and Unfinished Business:   

a. SB-2005 Homeless Veterans – Amends Housing Act to make homeless Veterans a 
priority. Gene Boxleitner made a motion to support SB-2005, seconded by Pat Conly.  The 
motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

b. SB-2856 Homeless Veteran Family – Helps military families identify services. Bill 
Richards made a motion to support SB-2856, seconded by Pat Conley. The motion was 
passed by unanimous vote. 

c. HB-1376 Veterans Death Certificate – A Coroner would now contact the VA and 
determine if the veteran was service connected and if those conditions contributed to their 
death.  A VSO only has to prove a case to the 50/50 point; coroners have a higher standard 
proof to meet. Bill Richards made a motion to table this topic, seconded by Charlie 
Morgan. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

d. Social Security Advocate Training - Superintendent Iwanicki will be contacting Social 
Security to discover what advanced General Assistance training courses will be offered for 
our staff to attend.   

e. VAC Veterans Resource Room – The VAC storeroom would become a resource room with 
computers for Veterans to use. Assistance will be available to them. 

f. Online Scheduling – The VAC is working with County IT for the option to schedule 
appointments online. 
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g. Intergovernmental Agreement – Superintendent Iwanicki is working on the agreement 
with the County for the cost of services we’re utilizing.  Larger expenses will be HR, 
insurance, and IT/internet access. 

h. Financial Assistance Table Update – The VAC has given Redmane the new financial 
assistance tables; updates to the software should be completed by April 1. 

Standing Committee Reports: 
1. Executive Board Meeting: None 
2. By-Laws:  There were several changes to the by-laws due to the latest law passed by the 

Governor. Charlie Chapman and Superintendent Iwanicki will meet to review. 
Report of IACVAC Delegates: Pat Conley stated that he, Superintendent Iwanicki and VSO 
II Victor Somoza will be attending the meeting in Springfield May 10th-May12th. 

Routine Consent:   

a. Superintendents Financial Report – The amount listed for the Projected Annual figure 
was incorrect on the March 15, 2023 report. This was due to 2 months being used in the 
equation instead of the current month only. John Widmayer made a motion to accept 
the March 2023 Superintendent’s Financial Report pending corrections. Ray Martin 
seconded the motion.   

Superintendent’s Report:   

a. Marine Corps League and Veterans Path to Hope are being honored this evening. VAC 
Inc. kindly purchased a table which was filled.   

b. Thanks to Jim Koch for coming out of retirement to help the office over the past few 
weeks.  We appreciate you! 

Executive Session: - None 

Benediction by Gene Boxleitner. 

Chairman Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1831 Hours.  
  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Kunke 
Jennifer Kunke



Superintendents Financial Report Approved March 15, 2023 
 



Superintendents Financial Report Approved March 15, 2023 
February 2023 Year to Date 

 


