McHenry County Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee Meeting

Date/Time: Thursday, April 27, 2023, from 1:00-2:30pm CT

Attendees: a total of 31participants from the following jurisdictions and organizations:

e McHenry County ¢ Kane County e (City of Crystal Lake
Emergency Management e |llinois Emergency e (City of Harvard
Agency Management Agency e Village of Huntley

e McHenry County e Village of Algonquin Public o Village of Johnsburg
Conservation District Works e Village of Lakewood

* McHenry County Historical o  village of Bull Valley e Village of Richmond
Society e Village of Cary e Village of Spring Grove

e Environmental Defenders of e City of Woodstock
McHenry County

Questions & Answers:

Q1: Can you clarify if the projects individual jurisdictions identified during prior Mitigation
Committee meetings will be included in the Plan. How will funding be requested/approved for
these projects?

o A: Yes, we are capturing both jurisdictions-specific and County-wide projects as Action
Items in the Plan. Also, FEMA requires hazard mitigation plans to identify a potential
funding solution for each mitigation action.

Q2: Emergency alert assessments were included as a strategy for summer storms. Are there
funding opportunities available for replacing our jurisdiction’s emergency alert system?

o A:Yes, this is one of the priorities in the plan. We have documented emergency alerts as
a mitigation strategy in the plan to make it easier when applying for state and federal
assistance.

Q3: Why are there so many hurdles regarding floodplain construction and mitigation, when it
seemingly scored so low on the risk assessment?

o A: Those standards and processes are required for the County and most municipalities to
participate in the National Flood Insurance Program, which provides flood insurance
discounts and mitigation assistance funding for participating jurisdictions.

Q4: Is there an opportunity for villages to raise their priorities via this Plan?

o A: Yes, participating in this process and public forums (like this meeting) are good
opportunities to communicate community-specific priorities to the County. The Planning
Team is documenting community capabilities and needs in this Plan to provide greater
opportunity for federal and state funding. If you have not been engaged in the Natural
Hazards Mitigation Plan Update process, then please contact the McHenry County
Emergency Management Agency for more information: ema@mchenrycountyil.gov



Comments:

Comment 1: There is no mention of upgrading communications in the western portion of the
county. Wi-Fi, even phone services, in this area is horrible. | live south of Harvard and my only
option is satellite access. Even Verizon and T-Mobile do not offer service in my area. It looks like
the only option is satellite access. Even Verizon and T-Mobile do not offer service in my area.

o Response: Public information as well as in enhancing the service area is something that
we're prioritizing for future mitigation action, based on the survey feedback in addition
to some of what we found through our plan research.

Comment 2: Protection of Sensitive Aquifer Recharge Areas (per SARA map) per Cindy’s comment
(Cindy’s comment: | think it is critical that the topic of aquifer recharge be included as a key issue
under drought.)

o Response: Yes, we have received the SARA map and have included this in our assessment
of the County’s risk.

Comment 3: From the intro of what FEMA is looking for, | think a policy of resilient and sustainable
communities should be the priority of the plan as they are an investment in reducing risk. We
need to think holistically. For example, eligible projects such as stormwater improvements and
stream restoration should not focus on better drainage. They should focus on reconnecting
floodplains (where possible) and restoring wetlands that hold water and allow it to soak into the
ground. This is a holistic solution that addresses both the flooding and aquifer recharge issue that
is critical to our water supply.

o Response: What happens at the local level is critical. Also, FEMA and other federal entities
are prioritizing funding for nature-based solutions.

Comment 4: Addressing issues regarding an add-on to a building in Union that is in a floodplain
and ways to mitigate these flooding issues while still being able to expand the areas in the
floodplain.

o Response: Union has specific standards for floodplain regulations, such as the 50%
threshold requirement. Check with your local officials for jurisdiction-specific regulations.
We did look at facility expansion as part of our review and the effort is being included in
the plan, which will create a simpler process for procuring state and federal funding.

Comment 6: You have to see development and building in two scopes - 1. Site/Civil 5' and Out
and 2. Building - 5' and Up. There are mitigations in place, but if development doesn't want to
construct basin with hard storm sewers to mitigate, then natural lateral transfer/sheer and open
ditch and culverts with slope pitch takes large scopes of land.
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