McHenry County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee Kickoff

Date(s)/Time(s): Thursday, January 26 from 3:00-4:30PM CST
Attendees: Approximately 50 participants (in-person and virtual)

Action ltems:

1. Fill out and submit your Letter of Intent to EMA if you have not done so

a. Note an editable copy of the letter is attached to the post-meeting communication sent by
McHenry County EMA on Friday, January 27%.

2. Please record your attendance via this survey.

3. Share any natural hazard-related:
a. Plans, reports or technical data (see Slide 18 in the attached PDF for our current inventory)
b. Mitigation projects (including a brief description, location and impact if known)

4. Begin to identify communications channels for sharing the upcoming, Public Survey (formal request

to come next week)

Decisions:

e February (2/23/23) and March (3/30/23) Committee Meetings will be *in-person only* at the Cary
Village Hall (755 Georgetown Drive, Cary, IL, 60013)

Key Takeaways:
Hazard Mitigation Planning:

e Highlight shared natural hazard risks and joint mitigation solutions — between McHenry County
jurisdictions and between McHenry County and neighboring counties in lllinois and Wisconsin — to
better pool resources and increase eligibility for future hazard mitigation grant funding
opportunities

e Ensure the planning process is closely aligned with FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS) program
criteria

e Confirm if Conditional/Letters of Map Revision should be reviewed as part of the Plan Review

Crystal Lake Stormwater Solutions Initiative: Lessons Learned

¢ When working with homeowners, be accommodating to their schedules and transparent about the
work to avoid setting unrealistic expectations.
0 Residents who had previously refused to participate in the buyout programs eventually
came around after years of flooding
¢ llinois’ Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) grant programs funded both Crystal Lake projects
and the recent, Nippersink Creek Study
0 For more information, visit the IDNR Grant Opportunities site
e Other anecdotes shared by participants:




0 Floodproofing of basements must be certified. For example: a resident who did not properly
floodproof their basement suffered a failure when pumping water out

0 Floodwater can destroy a home’s foundation. For example, floodwaters destroyed the
foundation of a St. Louis County resident’s home resulting in a basement flood fissure large

enough to fit a hand inside
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