
McHenry County Water Forum  

“Your Water Quality” 
 

Agenda 
 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022 
McHenry County College Auditorium 

 
5:30 – 6:15 RegistraƟon, Networking and Sponsor Tables 

 Catering provided by Duke’s Ale House and Kitchen 
 
6:15 – 6:20 Open Period for Guests to Get Seated 

 
6:20—6:25 Welcome/IntroducƟons  

 Adam Wallen (Director of McHenry Co. Planning and Development)  
 Opening Statement 

 
6:25 – 6:35 ScoƩ Kuykendall (Water Resources Specialist, McHenry Co. Planning and Development)
  Moderate and Introduce Speakers, Water Resources of McHenry County Overview 
 
6:35– 6:45 Nora Beck (Senior Planner, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning) 
  Regional Water Demand Projec ons 
 
6:45 – 7:05 Amy Gahala (Hydrologist, U.S. Geological Survey) 
 McHenry County Water Quality Report 
 
7:05 – 7:25 Walt Kelly (Head—Groundwater Science SecƟon , Illinois State Water Survey) 

  Pollutants, Private Wells, and Water Quality Tes ng 

 
7:25 – 7:45 Samantha Barnes and KrisƟn Lodygowski, (Advisors—Water Quality AssociaƟon) 
 Water Quality Treatment 
 
7:45 – 8:00 Q and A for All Speakers  
 
8:00  End Program 



McHenry County Water Forum ‐ 2022 

Speaker Biographies 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 ScoƩ Kuykendall, Water Resources Specialist, 
 McHenry County Planning & Development 

“McHenry County Water Resources” 

ScoƩ Kuykendall is the Water Resources Specialist for the McHenry County Department of Planning and 

Development.  He oversees the County’s scienƟfic studies on groundwater, helps develop water resources policy, 

maintains the County’s environmental compliance, and provides educaƟon and outreach.  ScoƩ was also the lead 

author of the 2020 McHenry County Water Resources AcƟon Plan (WRAP) and led the WRAP Task Force that 

helped develop the Plan.  Prior to joining the County, ScoƩ had over 20 years of experience as an environmental 

scienƟst for firms specializing in environmental engineering and ecology.  ScoƩ is a member of many organizaƟons 

dedicated to water resources management, natural areas restoraƟon, and sustainability.  ScoƩ earned a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Geography with a focus on Environmental Planning from Southern Illinois University and a 

Graduate CerƟficate in Environmental Management and Sustainability from the Illinois InsƟtute of Technology. 

 

 

 

  Nora Beck, Senior Planner 

   Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 

“Revised ProjecƟons for Water Demands in the Chicago Region to 2050” 

As a Senior Planner at CMAP, Nora has helped to shape a regional vision for water resources in the next regional 

comprehensive plan, ON TO 2050.  She manages a variety of projects that incorporate sustainability, stormwater 

management, and water supply planning in local plans and regional analyses. Nora received her Bachelor’s degree 

in Zoology and Environmental Studies from the University of Wisconsin ‐ Madison and Master’s degree in Urban 

Planning from the University of Michigan.  
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 Amy Gahala, Hydrologist   
 U.S. Geological Survey  

“Water Quality in McHenry County” 

Amy Gahala is a hydrologist who has worked for the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) since 2011. Amy’s research 
focuses on contaminant hydrogeology, water quality, and groundwater resource assessment and availability.      
She also serves as a hydrologic technical advisor to the U.S. Environmental ProtecƟon Agency.  Amy is the Project 
Manager for the network of groundwater monitoring wells and stream gauges established throughout McHenry 
County and was the principle scienƟst for the county’s study of groundwater quality that was conducted in 2010 
and 2020.  She received her B.S. degree in Geology and Environmental Geoscience and M.S. degree in Geology 
from Northern Illinois University.  

 

    Walt Kelly, Head—Groundwater Science SecƟon 

 Illinois State Water Survey    

“Pollutants, Private Wells, and Water Quality TesƟng” 

Walt Kelly is a groundwater geochemist who has been at ISWS since 1992. He is also currently the head of the 
Groundwater Science SecƟon. He is an adjunct professor in the Department of Geology and Geography at Illinois 
State University. He has a master of arts in geological sciences from Case Western Reserve University and a PhD in 
environmental sciences from the University of Virginia. His research interests are primarily related to groundwater 
quality, and he is an author on more than eighty reports and peer‐reviewed papers. 
 
 

    Samantha Barnes and KrisƟn Lodygowski  

  Water Quality AssociaƟon 

“Water Treatment OpƟons for the Home” 

Samantha Barnes is the Gold Seal and Sustainability CerƟficaƟon Key Account RepresentaƟve for the Product     
CerƟficaƟon department at Water Quality AssociaƟon. In this role, she coordinates between the technical 
reviewers, laboratory, and the product manufacturers to evaluate and cerƟfy drinking water treatment systems to 
industry standards. Before joining WQA, Sam worked two jobs: one as a laboratory analyst at a 3rd party water 
tesƟng laboratory where she tested potable and nonpotable water samples for pathogens, such as legionella, and 
the other job was at a local craŌ brewery. Both jobs gave her a respect and a passion for water treatment. 
 
KrisƟn Lodygowski is an Materials Technical Reviewer in the Product CerƟficaƟon department of the Water Quality 
AssociaƟon. She received a B.S. in environmental science from Lewis University with a focus in ecology. Much of 
her undergraduate degree focused on water contaminaƟon sources and water conservaƟon which is why she’s so 
passionate about the water industry.  


