
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission Minutes of 
the General Meeting 

March 16, 2022 
McHenry County Government Center Room C 

Chairman, Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance Commission at 1923 hours.  The 
meeting was conducted by Video/Phone conference and in person at the McHenry County Government 
Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, Illinois 60098.  
Superintendent Mike Iwanicki called the roll.  A quorum of officers and a quorum of 10 delegates and alternates 
from 9 Posts were present.  

Officer’s present: (*Appointed)  
Chairman  Joseph Kersten  Sr. Vice Chairman  Pat Conley 
Jr. Vice Chairman  Frank Steckelberg  Sergeant At Arms  James Koch  
Judge Advocate  Charlie Chapman Secretary*  Excused  

Treasurer  John Widmayer  Chaplain*  Gene Boxleitner 

Parliamentarian*  Charlie Chapman  IACVAC Delegate*  Don Smolinski 
McHenry County Board Rep.  Excused  IACVAC Alternate*  Excused 

Posts Represented: 
American Legion #119 Fox River Grove  Del      

Alt  
#171 Crystal Lake        Del     

Alt  
#192 Marengo               Del                   

Alt    
#253 Richmond            Del             

Alt  
#265 Harvard               Del  

Alt  
#276 Cary                     Del  

Alt  
#412 Woodstock           Del  

Alt  
#491 McHenry              Del  

Alt  
#606 Hebron                 Del  

Alt  
#673 Huntley                Del  

Alt  
#1231 Lake In the Hills Del  

Alt  
Cooties Put Tent #79    Del
       Alt  

 

AMVETS #245 Cary-Grove             Del  
Alt  

#269 Woodstock            Del  
Alt  

 

Veterans Of Foreign Wars #4600 McHenry             Del  
Alt  

#5040 Woodstock          Del  
Alt  

#12014 Crystal Lake   Del  
    Alt  

#11496 Johnsburg           Del  
       Alt  

 

Marine Corps            Del  
League                        Alt  

Polish Legion                     Del  
                                             Alt  

Student Veterans             Del  
Of America                       Alt  

 Guests Victor Somoza 
 
Officers Remarks:  There were no Officer’s remarks.     

Routine Reports:  
The 16 February 2022 Minutes:  Copies of the February Minutes were made available by distribution to the 
Delegates and Alternates. Charlie Chapman made the motion to accept the February minutes as presented. The 
motion was seconded by Jim Koch. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. Corrections: None  
VAC Superintendent’s February 2022 Financial Report (attached): Copies of the February Superintendents 
Financial Report had been made available by distribution to the Delegates and Alternates.  The Superintendent 
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noted that he had closed the files for 2021 and that the next report will have updated claims totals included. Jim 
Koch made the motion to accept the February 2022 Superintendent’s Report as presented, Pat Conley seconded 
the motion.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  
Public Participation:  None 
Correspondence: Iwanicki read a thank you letter from a grateful veteran.  He had explained that the office 
received a couple of Thank You letters by e-mail. 
Committee Reports: 
Executive Board Meeting: No report. 
By-Laws:  No report. 
Corporate Report: No report. 
Public Relations Committee: No report.  
Report of IACVAC Delegates: The Illinois Association of County Officials Spring Conference will be held in 
Springfield May 13th-15th.  IACVAC will be at the conference. The Delegate, Alternate, and Superintendent will 
be in attendance. 
Superintendent’s Report: Refer to Old and New Business 
Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to Old Business.  

1. Superintendent Iwanicki is working on finalizing the Annual Report, he anticipates getting it out 
sometime next week. 

2. Software development is starting with weekly staff meetings with RedMane. 
3. State Task Force on Veterans Ailments – Superintendent Iwanicki is an appointee to the task force.  

The team is looking at ways to improve claims approvals for Illinois veterans. So far, much has been 
discussed about using a veterans advocate. 

4. Legislative Updates – HB2378 the surviving spouse property tax exemption has been in the Rules 
Committee since February.  HB5184 which makes changes to the Military Veterans Assistance Act 
passed the House and in now being discussed in the Senate where amendments are expected. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to New Business:   
1. Military Caregiver Resource Week will be held from May 23 -27.  A flier will be sent out as soon as 

it is available. 
2. The VAC Office is asking that anyone looking for a disabled veterans tax letter to please phone the 

office with the request.  If there is a problem the client will get a return call.  The VAC office is 
getting the letters to the Assessors office within a day or two. 

Chairman Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 2000 Hours.  
  
Respectfully Submitted,                   

Michael A. Iwanicki 
Michael A. Iwanicki



Superintendents Financial Report 
16 March 2022 Meeting 



Superintendents Financial Report 
16 March 2022 Meeting 

 

Assistance Worksheet 643.61$       
Less Volunteer Transportation (25.70)$        

November VetraSpec 617.91$       

Assistance Worksheet 643.61$       
Less Food Vouchers Issued -$          
Add Food Vouchers Purchased -$          -$             
Less Bus Passes Issued -$          
Add Bus Passes Purchased -$          -$             

4210 Reported 643.61$       

February 2022 Reconciliation


