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SOLAR FARM 

APPLICANT CHECKLIST 

 
 Completed “PERMIT APPLICATION FOR COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES”. 

 Current Plat of Survey.  You may contact the Planning Division to verify if a plat of survey is on record and 

available for your parcel. 

 Site plan, in conformance with the site plan approved under Conditional Use Permit by the County Board. 

 Non-refundable review fee of 25% of permit must be paid at the time of application.  Permit fees are 

calculated in accordance with the current Fee Schedule. Cash, Check or Credit Card accepted. 

 Three (3) sets of construction documents that clearly identify the intent and demonstrate compliance 

with McHenry County building codes, Unified Development Ordinance, Stormwater Management 

Ordinance and the conditions listed on the approved Conditional Use Permit. Building plans should be 

1/4”=1’-0” or scaled to clearly identify and detail the proposed scope of work and any special 

construction or systems. Engineering and site improvement plans may use engineering scale dimensions. 

 Obtain approval from the authority maintaining the access road to the project site; Township Highway 

Commissioner, McHenry County Division of Transportation (MCDOT) or Illinois Department of 

Transportation (IDOT) if establishing a new driveway or modifying an existing driveway within the right-

of-way. A copy of the approval shall be submitted prior to picking up the permit.  (Forms available in our 

office.) 

 Approval by the McHenry County Division of Transportation (for all applications, regardless of road 

jurisdiction). 

 Landscape Monitoring and Maintenance Plan consistent with the County’s Native Vegetation 

Performance Standards Memo dated 10/8/19. 

 Copy of the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement with the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA). 

 Emergency Management Plan. 

 Engineer’s estimate for cost of decommissioning. 

 Letter of Credit/Bond for 150% of the engineer’s estimate (may be a reduced amount for any letter of 

credit provided to the IDOA). 

 

https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/home/showdocument?id=86782
http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/icod/irc/2006f2/icod_irc_2006f2_1_par043.htm


Permit #: _____________________________

Zoning: _____________________________

Date: _____________________________
Twp Road 

Jurisdiction: _____________________________

Address: _________________________________________

_________________________________________ Address:

Phone: _________________________________________

Use Email As Preferred Correspondence Method:           Phone: __________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________ Email Address:

Preferred Method of Permit Release:          

Parcel/Tax Number:  ___  ___  ‐ ___  ___  ‐ ___  ___  ___ ‐  ___  ___  ___  Project Address: _____________________________________________

      Parcel/tax numbers can be found at: www.mchenrycountygis.org/planning
Lot: _____________Block: _________________________

Signature:  ______________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

Owner's Signature:  ______________________________________________________  Date:  __________________

Owner's Signature:  ______________________________________________________  Date:  __________________

Notary Public:            ______________________________________________________

Signed and sworn to before me this _____ day of ________________,  _____________ 

PROPERTY INFORMATION

OWNER/PRIMARY CONTACT CERTIFICATION

I declare that this Application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  I realize that the information that I have provided forms the basis for 

the issuance of the Permit and have included all work to be authorized with this Permit.  I agree to construct said development in compliance with the 

permit documents. 

__________________________________________

For internal use only

Property Owner’s Name:  ______________________________________

Company Name (if any):  ______________________________________ Primary Contact:  ______________________________________________

Company Name (if any):  ________________________________________

PERMIT APPLICATION FOR COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES
OWNER/PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

This section required if primary contact is different than the owner

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT COMPLIANCE AFFIDAVIT

I, _______________________________________, owner of the parcel identified by McHenry County PIN# ____ ‐ ____ ‐ ______ ‐ ______ do hereby 

acknowledge that as the owner of said property I am responsible for ensuring that building construction on my property complies with the 

requirements of the Fire Protection District having jurisdiction over the property.

TURN OVER TO COMPLETE PERMIT APPLICATION

In order to receive a permit for a single family residence, the following statements must be completed. 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
(Must be signed when Primary Contact is not Owner  AND  a Stormwater Permit is required)

I hereby authorize ________________________________________  (Primary Contact) to act on my behalf as my agent in the processing of this 

Application and to furnish, upon request, supplemental information in support of this Permit Application.  This person will act on my behalf as the 

point of contact for permit correspondence.

Pick‐up Mail 

Yes No



Parcel/Tax Number:  ___  ___  ‐ ___  ___  ‐ ___  ___  ___ ‐  ___  ___  ___ Permit #: _____________________________

Project Address: __________________________________________

Project Description:

$_________________Approx. value of work covered by this permit

____________‐ sq. ft.Total area of habitable/occupiable space to be constructed

___‐sty__________‐ftNumber of Stories and Building Height

__________________Occupancy Classification and Description, Sec. 302 (e.g. A‐3: Art Gallery, B: Car Wash, etc.)

__________________Construction Type of the Proposed Structure, Sec. 602

____________‐ sq. ft.

__________________

____________‐ sq. ft.

C:_______  A:_______(C) Calculated Occupancy Load for the Building & (A) Actual Occupants for the Building

___________   sq. ft.

___________   sq. ft.

___________   sq. ft.

_________________

Will you be demolishing an existing structure?

_____________________________________________

Name &/or Company Phone

Architect (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Engineer: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Roofer: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Roofer License #: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Plumber: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Plumber Lic. & Reg. #: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Excavator: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Concrete Contractor: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

Electrician: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

HVAC Contractor: (        ) ‐          ‐ 

PROJECT INFORMATION

MCHENRY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

CONTRACTOR/SUB‐CONTRACTOR INFORMATION (as applicable)

Will the excavated material be kept ON SITE or hauled OFF SITE? (pick one)

Will any additional structural components be installed (retaining wall, seawall, foundation)? If yes, provide type:

Will any work occur on neighboring properties? If yes, provide property owner approval letter

Will any work occur within road rights‐of‐way? If yes, provide road district approval letter

Will any part of the building be protected by a fire supression system? 

Area of Principle Buidling Occupancy

Email

Total impervious area created from other projects since January 2004

Proposed disturbance area (where buildings/driveways are placed plus where soil is graded, vegetation removed, etc.)

Proposed impervious area for this project (areas of any gravel/pavement/buildings/etc.)

Mixed Use Occupancies (non‐incidental occupancies), Sec. 508

Area of Secondary Buidling Occupancy

Y N

Y N

Y N

Y N

NY



Solar Farm Permit [Internal Review] Checklist 
 
Beyond all other zoning requirements please review the following:  
 
Substantial Conformance 
Compare the site plan to the site planned approved by the County Board as a part of the CUP process.  
_____ Make sure that all setbacks are the same. 
_____ Make sure that the equipment pad in location in the same spot. 
_____ Make sure that the number of power poles are the same and that all power poles other than the 

point of interconnection are located on the property and not in the ROW.  
_____ Check all conditions of the CUP, as they may be different from what is listed below.  
 
 
UDO Requirements 
Solar panels, structures, and electrical equipment,  
_____ No less than fifty (50) feet from any lot line and  
_____ No less than three hundred (300) feet from any residence, other than a residence on the same 

ownership parcel. 
_____ No structures (including solar arrays) may exceed fifteen (15) feet in height.  
 
Fencing 
_____ No setback required; however, make sure that they are located in substantial conformance with 

the approved site plan.  
_____ Must meet all fence regulations – open fence not to exceed 8 feet 
_____ Barbed wire prohibited. 
_____ Concrete support only at gate, on corners or where needed for stability  
 
Power Poles  
_____ Power lines shall be placed underground to the maximum extent possible. (We will not limit the 
number of ComEd poles. Only customer poles that are required for the placement of equipment, plus the 
first riser pole to get the wires out of the ground are considered to the maximum extent possible.)  
 
_____ Lighting must comply with all Exterior Lighting requirements. 
 
_____ Solar panels shall have a surface that minimizes glare and shall comply with Section 16.60.040D 
(Lighting and Glare). There should be a note in the narrative or on the plans addressing this standard.  
 
_____ A sign shall be posted providing the name of the operator and a phone number to be used in case 
of an on-site emergency. (This should be detailed on the fence plan.)  
 
Landscape Monitoring and Maintenance Plan 
______ Landscape Monitoring and Maintenance Plan. (Reviewed by Water Resources Specialist. He should 
also review the landscaping plan to determine native species.) 
 
_____  Screening (Any part of the facility that is within five hundred (500) feet of a residence, other than a 
residence on the same ownership parcel, or road right-of-way, shall be landscaped with an arrangement of 
native shrubs, subject to approval by the County, unless the facility is screened from view by existing 
vegetation. 
 
______  The facility shall be planted with “low-profile” native prairie species per the county’s landscaping 
specifications (see Native Vegetation Performance Standards memo 10/8/19) 

https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/home/showdocument?id=95383


 
 
 
Sign-off 
_____ All site development shall comply with the Stormwater Management Ordinance. (Follow 
Stormwater Major Development Checklist.) Impervious calculations shall be based on fence posts, access 
drive, driven piles, and the equipment pad. 
 
_____ Fencing shall be provided in compliance with the National Electrical Code, as applicable.  
 
_____ Prior to permit issuance, the operator shall enter into an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement 
with the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA), as required by that department and a copy provided to 
Planning and Development 
 
_____ Prior to permit issuance, the operator shall prepare an emergency management plan acceptable to 
the County and the local fire district (submit copy to FD upon submission) and shall be responsible for 
training of emergency personnel, as needed. 
 
______  Access approval by Township Road District (If applicable) 
 
______ Approval by MCDOT (for ALL applications) 
 
______ Engineer’s estimate for cost of decommissioning (needs to be approved by P&D). 
 
______ Letter of credit/bond for 150% the engineer’s estimate reduced by amount of any letter of credit 
provided to the IDOA, a copy of which shall be provided to P&D (Reviewed and Approved by ZEO and SAO)  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/home/showdocument?id=61131
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