
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
 Minutes of the General Meeting 

17 July 2019 
   Chairman, Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance Commission to order at 1910 
Hours in Conference Room 104A, at the McHenry County Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098. 
Secretary, Michael Wisniewski called the roll.  A quorum of officers and a quorum of 14 delegates and 
alternates representing 13 posts or organizations were present. 
Officer’s present:  (*Appointed) 

Chairman Joseph Kersten Sr. Vice Chairman Patrick Conley 
Jr. Vice Chairman Excused   
Judge Advocate Harry Van Beetz Sergeant At Arms Jim Koch 
McHenry County Board Rep. Tom Wilbeck Parliamentarian* Harry Van Beetz 
Chaplain* Excused IACVAC Delegate* Patrick Conley   
IACVAC Alternate* Lee Totman Secretary* Michael Wisnie 

    

   Posts Represented: 

American Legion #119 Fox River Grove  Del      
Alt  

#171 Crystal Lake        Del     
Alt  

   #253 Richmond            Del             
Alt  

#265 Harvard               Del  
Alt  

#276 Cary                     Del  
Alt  

#412 Woodstock           Del  
Alt  

#491 McHenry              Del  
Alt  

#606 Hebron                 Del  
Alt  

#673 Huntley                Del  
Alt  

#1231 Lake In the Hills Del  
Alt  

Cooties Put Tent #79    Del  
       Alt  

 

AMVETS #245 Cary-Grove             Del  
Alt  

#269 Woodstock            Del  
Alt  

   
 

Veterans Of Foreign Wars #4600 McHenry             Del  
Alt  

#5040 Woodstock          Del  
Alt  

#12014 Crystal Lake   Del  
    Alt  

#11496 Johnsburg           Del  
       Alt  

 

Sad Sacks 0962                Del   
                                           Alt  

Student Veterans   Del  
Association        Alt  

  

Marine Corps League  Del  
   Alt  

Polish Legion                Del  
Alt  

VietNow                         Del  
Alt  

 

 Guests No Guests or Visitors. 

Officers Remarks:  
There were no officer’s remarks.  



Routine Reports: 
The June Minutes:  Copies of the June minutes were made available to all delegates and alternates. The 
motion to accept the June minutes as presented was made by Patrick Conley (A.L. Huntley #673) and 
seconded by Lee Totman (MCL). The motion was passed by unanimous vote.   
VAC June Financial Report: Copies of the June 2019 Year to Date Financial Report and June Financial 
Report were made available to all delegates and alternates.    
The VAC Office addressed 35 requests for financial assistance to 11 unique clients for a total of $5,248.06 
in Veterans Assistance during June.  The office submitted 29 new Claims to the US Department of Veterans 
Affairs during June.  Year to Date the VAC has successfully prosecuted 89 outstanding claims for a total 
benefit to our local veterans of $1,301,283. This equates to $5.29 coming back to our veterans for each 
VAC budget dollar spent. The VAC used 341.10% of the allotted funds in the VAC budget up through 
June. This is less than the 58.33% allotted in the VAC budget up through June. The allotted budget is 
$598,909.00 and the 2018 tax levy was $400,000 00.  The VAC may need to draw up to $22,015.23 from 
the reserve fund as the projected budget usage may exceed the $400,000.00 tax levy by that amount. Neil 
Donner (AMVETS Woodstock Post #269) made the motion to accept the June VAC financial reports as 
read.  John Stage (AMVETS Woodstock Post #269) seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous vote.   

Public Participation:  
There was no public participation.      

Correspondence:  
1) There was no correspondence.  

Committee Reports: 
Executive Board Meeting: No report.  
By-Laws: No Report.   
Corporate Report: The VAC Inc. held their regular monthly meeting prior to the regular VAC General 
Meeting. 
Public Relations Committee: No report. 
Report of IACVAC Delegates:  No report.     
Superintendents Report: 

1) Lee Totman (MCL) made the motion for the VAC budget veterans’ assistance line item block #4200 
to be expanded to budget funding for home assistance caregiver services for spouses of senior 
veterans to allow for to provide caregiver services for spouse relief, with a limit of $1,000.00 per 
application at $20.00 per hour for caregiver services. Neil Donner (AMVETS Woodstock Post #245) 
seconded the motion.      The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to Old Business. 
1) The VAC attorney is drafting a letter to the McHenry County Board in regards to legal issues relating 

to the VAC employee compensation issues.  The original resolution that was submitted to the 
McHenry County Board has been tabled instead of being acted on.  The question remains whether 
the commission needs to start over with another resolution to resolve the VAC employee 
compensation issue.  

2) The McHenry County Board has released the vehicle insurance payment that was paid in the loss of 
one of a VAC vehicle in an accident. The VAC has surrendered the old Pace buses to the Pace Bus 



Company in exchange for two newer Pace buses.  The VAC will be leasing the two newer buses 
from the Pace Bus Company for $100.00 per month for each newer Pace bus. 

3) The VAC Office is planning to use the services of the McHenry County IT specialists to update 
forms. 

4) The State Association had recommended reaching out to the IDVA regarding cohabitating with the 
VAC.  The Superintendent sent a letter to the Acting Director of the IDVA to get a picture of how 
such an arrangement will look. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to New Business: 
1) Michael Wisniewski (MOC Pup Tent #79) made the motion for the Commission to authorize the 

VAC Office to allocate up to $6,300.00 from the VAC Bus Fund to supplement the vehicle insurance 
that was paid to the VAC Office so the VAC can procure a replacement vehicle.  Neil Donner 
(AMVETS Cary Grove Post #245) seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by unanimous 
vote 

2) The Pace Bus Company has provided two 2018 buses as part of the vehicle leasing program. 
3) The VAC Survey results are still being tabulated and the surprising amount of feedback involves 

that was released to the VAC office paid to the use of the VAC transportation for taking clients to 
the McHenry CBOC and to VA sponsored outside medical facilities. A formal report on the survey 
will soon be published. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor for the good of the association. 
1. The Illinois State Fair will host a Veteran Day on Sunday, August 11th,2019., at Springfield, 

Illinois.  See flyer for details.. 
The Benediction:  The benediction was dispensed with. 
The Colors were saluted.  
Chairman, Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1946 Hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael F Wisniewski 
Michael F. Wisniewski 
 (Electronically Signed)



Superintendents July 2019 Financial Report 



Superintendents July 2019 Financial Report 

Year to Date

 

 


