
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
 Minutes of the General Meeting 

15 May 2019 
 Chairman, Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance Commission to order at 1919 
Hours in Conference Room 209I, at the McHenry County Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098. 
Secretary, Michael Wisniewski called the roll.  A quorum of officers and a quorum of 11 delegates and 
alternates representing 11 posts or organizations were present. 
Officer’s present:  (*Appointed) 

Chairman Joseph Kersten Sr. Vice Chairman Excused 
Jr. Vice Chairman Frank Steckleberg   
Judge Advocate Harry Van Beetz Sergeant At Arms Excused 
McHenry County Board Rep. Tom Wilbeck Parliamentarian* Harry Van Beetz 
Chaplain* Eugene Boxlietner IACVAC Delegate* Excused    
IACVAC Alternate* Lee Totman Secretary* Michael Wisniewski 

   Posts Represented: 

American Legion #119 Fox River Grove  Del      
Alt  

#171 Crystal Lake        Del     
Alt  

#192 Marengo               Del                   
Alt  

#253 Richmond            Del             
Alt  

#265 Harvard               Del  
Alt  

#276 Cary                     Del  
Alt  

#412 Woodstock           Del  
Alt  

#491 McHenry              Del  
Alt  

#606 Hebron                 Del  
Alt  

#673 Huntley                Del  
Alt  

#1231 Lake In the Hills Del  
Alt  

Cooties Put Tent #79    Del  
       Alt  

 

AMVETS #245 Cary-Grove             Del  
Alt  

#269 Woodstock            Del  
Alt  

   
 

Veterans Of Foreign Wars #4600 McHenry             Del  
Alt  

#5040 Woodstock          Del  
Alt  

#12014 Crystal Lake   Del  
    Alt  

#11496 Johnsburg           Del  
       Alt  

 

Sad Sacks 0962                Del   
                                           Alt  

Student Veterans   Del  
Association        Alt  

  

Marine Corps League  Del  
   Alt  

Polish Legion                Del  
Alt  

VietNow                         Del  
Alt  

 

 Guests Mr.  Don Curfman, McHenry County College Veteran 
Student Laision. 2. Mr. James Revenaugh, MCC Student 
Veteran Association President,  

Officers Remarks:  
There were no officer’s remarks.  



Routine Reports: 
The April Minutes:  Copies of the April minutes were made available to all delegates and alternates. The 
motion to accept the April minutes as presented was made by Eugene Boxlietner (A.L. Marengo Post #192) 
and seconded by Don Stage (AMVETS Woodstock Post #269). The motion was passed by unanimous vote.   
VAC April Financial Report: Copies of the April 2019 Year to Date Financial Report and April Financial 
Report were made available to all delegates and alternates.    
The VAC Office addressed 15 requests for financial assistance to 13 unique clients for a total of $5,062.27 
in Veterans Assistance during April.  The office submitted 39 new Claims to the US Department of Veterans 
Affairs during April.  Year to Date the VAC has successfully prosecuted 55 outstanding claims for a total 
benefit to our local veterans of $1,005,918. This equates to $5.35 coming back to our veterans for each 
VAC budget dollar spent. The VAC used 31.40% of the allotted funds in the VAC budget up through April. 
This is less than the 41.67% allotted in the VAC budget up through April. The allotted budget is $598,909.00 
and the 2018 tax levy was $400,000 00.  The VAC may need to draw up to $51,336.08 from the reserve 
fund as the projected budget usage may exceed the $400,000.00 tax levy by that amount. Lee Totman (MCL 
Post #1009) made the motion to accept the April VAC financial reports as read.  John Widmayer (VFW 
Woodstock Post #5400) seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.   

Public Participation:  
Mr. Don Curfman (MCC Veteran Student Liaison) reported that McHenry County College is erecting new 
classrooms and a new welcoming center. 22 veterans graduated with degrees.  The construction around the 
campus is expected to be done by August.  MCC was awarded a Bronze level award plaque in recognition 
of being a veteran friendly school. This reputation is attracting veterans from outside McHenry County.  
The summer semester began on Monday, May 20th, 2019.  The upcoming VA Veteran Benefits Town Hall 
Meeting is scheduled to occur on September 18th, 2019.      

Correspondence:  
1) No Correspondence.   

Committee Reports: 
Executive Board Meeting: No report.  
By-Laws: No Report.   
Corporate Report: The VAC Inc. held their regular monthly meeting prior to the regular VAC General 
Meeting. 
Public Relations Committee: No report. 
Report of IACVAC Delegates:  No report.     
Superintendents Report: 

1) The Superintendent has been invited to attend a seminar in Springfield, Illinois during November, 
to teach on what VAC’s do. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to Old Business. 
1) The McHenry County Board has not acted on the VAC Compensation Study. 
2) The VAC Office is now looking for replacing VSO Officers who left the office. 
3) The VAC Office is still dealing with the issues concerning the totaled VAC van.  County 

Administration is demanding that information above and beyond that provided to Pace Bus and the 
McHenry County Highway Department before the insurance funds are released to purchase a 
replacement vehicle. 



Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to New Business: 
1) The VAC Office is considering on sending “VA Updates” to the posts with websites to help veterans 

get VA information and to aid the posts to host VA Outreach Forums.  
2) The VAC Office is proposing to work with IT Contractor to adapt VA forms to make it easier to use 

online VA forms and to train people to use them. 
3) The VA has changed the VA Pension process affecting veteran families who apply for Medicaid 

benefits on surviving spouses. 
4) The IDVA is looking at a proposal of having their VSO personnel work in the county VAC offices. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor for the good of the association. 
Don Stage reported the Lake Julian area is setting up a Field of Honor to honor veterans who died while 
serving in Iraq and in Afghanistan.  The site will be set up on May 24th, 2019 and open on Memorial Day, 
This Field of Honor will honor 330 war dead. 
The Benediction:  Chaplain, Eugene Boxlietner gave the Benediction. 
The Colors were saluted.  
Chairman, Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 2100 Hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael F Wisniewski 
Michael F. Wisniewski 
 (Electronically Signed)



Superintendents May 2019 Financial Report 
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Year to Date

 

 


