
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 
 Minutes of the General Meeting 

20 March 2019 
 Chairman, Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance Commission to order at 1914 
Hours in Conference Room 209I, at the McHenry County Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098. 
Secretary, Michael Wisniewski called the roll.  A quorum of officers and a quorum of 11 delegates and 
alternates representing 11 posts or organizations were present. 
Officer’s present:  (*Appointed) 

Chairman Joseph Kersten Sr. Vice Chairman Excused 
Jr. Vice Chairman Frank Steckleberg   
Judge Advocate Harry Van Beetz Sergeant At Arms Jim Koch 
McHenry County Board Rep. Excused Parliamentarian* Harry Van Beetz 
Chaplain* Eugene Boxlietner IACVAC Delegate* Patrick Conley    
IACVAC Alternate* Excused Secretary* Michael Wisniewski 

   Posts Represented: 

American Legion #119 Fox River Grove  Del      
Alt  

#171 Crystal Lake        Del     
Alt  

#192 Marengo               Del                   
Alt  

#253 Richmond            Del             
Alt  

#265 Harvard               Del  
Alt  

#276 Cary                     Del  
Alt  

#412 Woodstock           Del  
Alt  

#491 McHenry              Del  
Alt  

#606 Hebron                 Del  
Alt  

#673 Huntley                Del  
Alt  

#1231 Lake In the Hills Del  
Alt  

Cooties Put Tent #79    Del  
       Alt  

 

AMVETS #245 Cary-Grove             Del  
Alt  

#269 Woodstock            Del  
Alt  

   
 

Veterans Of Foreign Wars #4600 McHenry             Del  
Alt  

#5040 Woodstock          Del  
Alt  

#12014 Crystal Lake   Del  
    Alt  

#11496 Johnsburg           Del  
       Alt  

 

Sad Sacks 0962                Del   
                                           Alt  

Student Veterans   Del  
Association        Alt  

  

Marine Corps League  Del  
   Alt  

Polish Legion                Del  
Alt  

VietNow                         Del  
Alt  

 

 Guests Mr.  Don Curfman, McHenry County College Veteran 
Student Laision. 2. Mr. James Revenaugh, MCC Student 
Veteran Association President, 3. Mr. Victor Samoza, 
VAC Veteran Service Officer. 

Officers Remarks:  



There were no officer’s remarks.  

Routine Reports: 
The February Minutes:  Copies of the February minutes were made available to all delegates and 
alternates. The motion to accept the February minutes as presented was made by John Widmayer (VFW 
Post #5040) and seconded by Neil Donner (AMVETS Post #245). The motion was passed by unanimous 
vote.   
VAC February Financial Report: Copies of the February 2019 Year to Date Financial Report and 
February Financial Report were made available to all delegates and alternates.    
The VAC Office addressed 31 requests for financial assistance to 12 unique clients for a total of $4,291.11 
in Veterans Assistance during February.  The office submitted 32 new Claims to the US Department of 
Veterans Affairs during February.  Year to Date the VAC has successfully prosecuted 33 outstanding claims 
for a total benefit to our local veterans of $665,864. This equates to $5.89 coming back to our veterans for 
each VAC budget dollar spent. The VAC used 18.88% of the allotted funds in the VAC budget up through 
February. This is less than the 25.00% allotted in the VAC budget up through February. The allotted budget 
is $598,909.00 and the 2018 tax levy was $400,000 00.  The VAC may need to draw up to $52,231.72 from 
the reserve fund as the projected budget usage may exceed the $400,000.00 tax levy by that amount. Charles 
Chapman (VFW Post #4600) made the motion to accept the February VAC financial reports as read.  Neil 
Donner (AMVETS Post #245) seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.   

Public Participation:  
Mr. Don Curfman (MCC Veteran Student Liaison) reported that McHenry County College spring class 
enrollment amount appears to be going up. The college is hosting a ‘Human 5 Kilometer Race’ to benefit 
local children, on April 28th, 2019. The upcoming 2019 Patriot’s Run will host a 5 Mile run, a one mile run, 
and a five kilometer run on June 30th, 2019. The change in the race length 5 miler will require extra course 
guides to accommodate the course length changes. The first race will begin at 0730 Hours. The spring 
semester graduating class will graduate on May 18th, 2019. The college plan to set up a welcome center just 
off the Lucas Road entrance. The college is hosting a VITA Tax Clinic (See enclosed handout). The college 
is conducting an election to vote on five trustees and two candidates on that slate of candidates (Mary Beth 
and Tom Allen) are considered to be the best of the bunch. Student Veteran, James Revanaugh was 
introduced as the Student Veteran Association President. 
Mr. James Revanaugh gave a talk on his military service (9 years in the USMC as a weatherman) and on 
his plans as a veteran who is reentering civilian life. 
VAC Veteran Service Officer, Mr. Victor Samoza had no remarks.      

Correspondence:  
1) (2/25/2019) VAC VSO Cecelia received a thank-you note from a client thanking her for all her 

kindness and help with the VA paperwork. 
2) (3/15/2019) VAC VSO Jane Dorfner received a long and heartfelt thank-you note from a client for 

all her work for them.   

Committee Reports: 
Executive Board Meeting: The VAC Executive Board convened at the Door Township Community Room 
on February 6th, 2019. The board discussed initial finding of the Survey that went out, and then went into 
Executive session to discuss personnel issues.  
By-Laws: No Report.   
Corporate Report: The VAC Inc. held their regular monthly meeting prior to the regular VAC General 
Meeting. 



Public Relations Committee: No report. 
Report of IACVAC Delegates:  The IACVAC will convene in April at Springfield, Illinois.  The  leading 
topics of discussion will be a batch of bills in committee relating to veterans issues such as HB#34 
(Amendments to the wording on the VA Disabled Veteran Real Estate Tax Exemption Law} and HB1133 
(May the County Board Chairman Executive some authority over the Commission); amongst other issues.     
Superintendents Report: 

1) The VAC Staff attended the McHenry Expo He discussed the expo monopoly game that was 
oriented towards children who attended the expo. 

2) The Superintendent provides the Veterans Pinning Ceremony at Journey Care Hospice. He was 
looking for volunteers to help. 

3) The VAC Office will determine if it will participate in the 2019 McHenry County in August. 
4) The Superintendent attended a Woodstock Chamber of Commerce meeting and held a briefing on 

VAC services to local veterans. 
5) The Harvard Public Library is hosting a job fair on April 12th, 2019. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to Old Business. 
1) The McHenry County Board has not acted on the VAC Compensation Study. 
2) The Commission is looking for action to be taken on the existing resolution tabled back in October. 

Also, there has been no action regarding the compression adjustment. 
3) A motion was made by Eugene Boxlietner (AL Post #192) to have the Superintendent resubmit the 

payroll advice to approve a compression pay raise of $1,000.00 for the VAC Superintendent and for 
VAC Receptionist, ($800.00) and others subject to a COLA increase. Marty Lenen (MCL Post 
#1009) seconded the motion. The motion passed by majority with one abstain by Jim Koch. 

4) The Scouting Blackhawk Council is hosting a “Legacy of Service” Awards Dinner on Friday, April 
12th, 2019, at the Crystal Lake Holiday Inn. (800 South Route 31).  The VAC Inc. has purchased a 
table at the event.  

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to New Business: 
1) The two newest VAC VSO staffers are doing administrative person services in assisting the veteran 

students attending their studies at MCC especially. The two VSO staffers are scheduled to attend 
general assistance guidelines training at Rockford, Illinois  

2) The VAC lost the 2017 minivan in an auto accident and it was totaled. Negotiations are underway 
with the insurance companies (only $11,500.00 may be the result from insurance payouts).The VAC 
will need at least $6,000.00 to obtain a new replacement vehicle. 

3) The Commission discussed with the VAC Superintendent the need for a VAC assistance Standard 
of Need Adjustment for fiscal year 2019. Donald Stage (AMVETS Post #269) made the motion for 
the Commission to allow the VAC to adjust the increase veteran assistance payouts by 2.3% across 
the board for the Standards of Need criteria. 

4) The Veterans Administration has released a newly updated set in their Work Study Guidelines. This 
includes a provision for qualified work study personnel to use VAC vehicles to VA clinics as well 
as the Capt. Lovell FHCC. This indicate that the VAC Office will require more vehicles and drivers. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor for the good of the association. 
The Commission gave the VAC Superintendent a hearty ATTABOY for his continuing volunteer work at 
the Journey Care Hospice veteran pinning ceremonies. 
The Benediction:  Chaplain, Eugene Boxlietner gave the Benediction. 



The Colors were saluted.  
Chairman, Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 2018 Hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael F Wisniewski 
Michael F. Wisniewski 
 (Electronically Signed)



Superintendents March 2019 Financial Report 



Superintendents March 2019 Financial Report 

Year to Date

 

 


