Mulch Matters

With warmweather approaching, many

gardeners will be busy deamdng up and

sring their gardens and yasds from the
E:Ea&.e:b:hedbelﬂware some helpful
hantz when using mulch. ...

#* Try touse crganic medeh or mudlch that
= composted priog to usmg so that weed
seeds, insects and disease microorpanizms
are killed.

* Soread mulch under trees, shoubs, and
throughout planfing bed=foa af ne
more than Eree to four inches for most
mediun-coarse-textured mudches,

# Pull musch avway from the base of the
tree to create a donut-shaped hole. Flasng
mentnds or cones af mulch {(voleano mudch-
eng) apaenst the tree trunk may lock good but ths
practice can trap toomuch moisture near the base
of a free and create the ideal condstion for pests
and dizsaze.

# Spread the mudched area arownd a tree to the
drip line of the branches or at least a four to five
foot diameter around the ke Targer mudched
areas are mors benefical

# Check the rmidch level anmally and replens=h
as necsssary: Bxcessively deep midch restricts free
airflow to plants’ surface level roots.

Mulching iz important because it provides a

layer of snsulation that protects plant roots from
temperature extremes, conserves soi moshis,
improves soil's organdc composthion, prevents
Ergf:-n, and redﬂ.:er:gruot mmpetiﬁﬂn (Ar-
ticle printed in part from the Morton Arbaretum
— Healthy Muleh Use)

Bulch Fires

Shredded wood generates heat as it decays.
While a rare ocourrence, it can smolder and ignate
by itzelf, evenin a4” - 6" laver. Don't put mulch
in large pales. Ralke and water it down from tame
o tume, too.



