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DEPARTMENT MISSION 

To direct the orderly development of 

McHenry County, through the development, 

implementation, and enforcement of the 

plans, ordinances, and policies of the County 

Board, in a manner that assures the health, 

safety, and welfare of county residents; 

protects natural and historic resources; and, 

encourages a harmonious relationship 

between people, land use, and the 

environment. 
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2017 ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Permitting Activities
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• CDBG Grant Activities
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• SSG Grant Activities

• Project Accomplishments



PERMIT ACTIVITY
Category 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

5-Yr 

Avg
Single Family Residence 28       30       32       30       48       34       
Hotel, Motel and Tourist Cabins -      -      -      -      2          0          
Amusement, Social and Recreation 5          -      2          4          5          3          
Churches and other Religious Blgs 2          2          3          4          2          3          
Commercial / Industrial 19       23       16       12       19       18       
Signal Transmission Tower 32       52       31       39       69       45       
Residential Addition/Alterations 155     158     166     187     148     163     
Non-residential and Non-Housekeeping 25       87       24       37       30       41       
Additions of Residential Garages/Carports 42       35       42       30       38       37       
Demo - Single Family Residence 20       20       18       27       25       22       
Demo - All Other Buildings 12       7          17       10       15       12       
Swimming Pool 37       31       32       44       52       39       
Wood Deck 82       55       92       90       103     84       
Roofing 4          5          -      -      2          2          
Over the Counter Permits 230     265     141     152     187     195     
Repair Fire Damage 9          3          6          6          11       7          
Concrete Foundations 20       5          8          8          10       10       
Privacy Fence 55       56       68       80       90       70       
Schools & Other Educational Bldgs -      -      -      -      -      -      
Hospital and Institutions -      -      -      -      -      -      
Agricultural Exempt 58       69       49       67       63       61       
Signs 16       3          16       21       11       13       
Pre 2005 Building Violations 1          2          24       2          4          7          
Building Permits 852     908     787     850     934     866     
Stormwater Only (not related to a building) 101     120     153     108     141     125     
Temporary Use 48       88       94       99       99       86       
Total All Permits 1,001  1,116  1,034  1,057  1,174  1,076  
*over counter = water heater, electric, and HVAC permits
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COMPLIANCE ACTIVITY

Compliance Cases2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
5-Yr 

Avg

Received 778 745 780 854 856 803

Closed by end of 

year

573 497 519 643 598 566

Open at end of year 135 195 261 211 258 212

Referred to SAO* 70 53 56 64 135 76

Percent Closed 74% 67% 66% 75% 70% 70%

Percent Open 17% 26% 33% 25% 30% 26%

Percent to SAO* 9% 7% 7% 7% 16% 9%

Still Open in 2018 3 5 10 42 258
*In 2013 and 2014 these cases could have been open or closed at the end of the year.



COMPLIANCE ACTIVITY

In 2013 and 2014, cases referred to the SAO could have been open or closed at 

the end of the year.



PUBLIC INFORMATION ACTIVITY

Public Information Requests 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
5-Yr 

Avg

Freedom of Information Act Requests 458 469 488 526 507 490

Zoning Buildability Letters 35 44 45 25 48 39
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ZONING PETITION ACTIVITY

*Each petition filed may include multiple requested actions. This total includes map corrections.

REQUESTED ACTION Total 

Petitions 

Filed*Year Reclassification Variation Conditional Use
Appeals/Text 

Amendments

2013 14 27 13 0 45

2014 13 21 20 0 52

2015 12 18 11 2 40

2016 19 20 20 0 49

2017 14 12 4 1 30

5-Yr Avg 14.4 19.6 13.6 0.6 43.2



ZONING PETITION ACTIVITY
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MCSEEP ACTIVITIES

MCSEEP Activities 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
5-Yr 

Avg

Schools 47 51 47 53 62           52 

Classes 860 780 810        817 

Teachers 620        620 

 Students  20,000  20,000  21,500  22,400  25,000  21,780 

Ground Water Fest 

Schools Participating
            6             3             7             5 

Ground Water Fest 

Attendance
240 150 164 250        201 

TREX Plastic Film Recycling 

Schools Particpating
8           13         9                     10 

TREX Plastic Film Recycling 

Students Particpating
3,833  5,150  4,500     4,494 

TREX Plastic Film Recycling 

Pounds Collected
2,000  4,557  6,456  3,642     4,164 



MCSEEP 2016/17 SCHOOL YEAR

• Received McHenry County Community Foundation grant to 

develop pre-school lessons and implemented in 11 schools.

• Received Woodstock Rotary grant to purchase digital microscopes.

• Received a pollinator grant to design and build a pollinator garden 

and to develop lessons at Johnsburg Elementary.

• Consulted with Advanced Placement Environmental Science and 
A.P. Biology Teachers.

• Worked with Education Testing Services (ETS) and the College 

Board as an Exam leader.

• Received the McHenry County Green Award 2017

• Presented to numerous groups and at numerous events.

• Provided additional learning resources through library lending kits 
and “e-news” sent to 260 adult educators. 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY

CDBG ACTIVITIES

Services

Housing 

Units

Homeowner 

Rehab

Infrastructure

Public 

Facilities

TOTAL: $1,008,000

CDBG BENEFICIARIES 

0
200
400
600
800

1000
1200

Number of People

Clients Served



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY

HOME ACTIVITIES

Rental 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY
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Senior Services Grants $1,772,000 

Funding Allocated: $1.772M



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
¤ Leveraged $4.44 for every $1 in grants.

¤ Widened breadth of Consolidated Plan.

¤ Project to complete most activities by end of 2019.

¤ Incorporated CoC HMIS activities into team.

¤ Began process of 2020-2024 plan internally.

¤ Managed 60 different projects among five programs.

¤ Developed first cross-agency grant for HCSC.

¤ On track to be one of first NSP closeouts in State.

¤ Completed HUD monitoring of py2015 CDBG program 
with no findings.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
¶ Began designing DevNet system enhancements for permitting, 

compliance, zoning petitions, subdivisions, on-line applications 

and filed inspections.

¶ Facilitated preparation of the Fox River Corridor Plan.

¶ Obtained $163,500 in grant funding for the demolition and reuse 

of abandoned residential properties.

¶ Completed scanning of 15,000+ permit files.

¶ Obtained $3,100 ComEd Green Region Program grant to expand 

native vegetation plantings at the County Administration building.

¶ Initiated comprehensive review and revision of the Unified 

Development Ordinance.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
¶ Organized countywide active transportation forum that resulted in 

formation of a active transportation workgroup. 

¶ Using HUD technical assistance closeout the Neighborhood 

Stabilization Program (NSP).

¶ Organized a countywide water resources forum featuring a 

presentation of analysis of data from the county’s groundwater 

monitoring well network. 

¶ Conducted the annual sensible salting workshop.

¶ Organized day long bus tour of McHenry County historic 

preservation landmarks.

¶ Completed major IEPA MS4 audit and inspection to document 

compliance with the county’s NPDES permit.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Initiated comprehensive review and revision of the Unified 

Development Ordinance addressing typographical errors, 

eliminating inconsistencies, streamlining requirements, 
eliminating unnecessary provisions.

• Organized day long bus tour of McHenry County historic 

preservation landmarks.

• Completed major IEPA MS4 audit and inspection to 

document compliance with the county’s NPDES permit. 



2018 GOALS AND PRIORITIES

• Complete 90% of permit reviews in 10 business days or less.

• Continue to improve the permit submittal, review, and 

inspection process.

• Work with the DevNet permit system vendor to automate our 
permit intake, correspondence, and reporting processes, 

including e-applications and e-inspections.

• Adopt remaining 2015 national and international codes 

(Electric, Existing Building, Fire, Mechanical, Fuel Gas), with 

appropriate local amendments.

• Petition the Insurance Services Organization (ISO) for an 
improved fire insurance rating for county property owners.



2018 GOALS AND PRIORITIES

• Complete comprehensive revision of the Unified Development 
Ordinance. 

• Complete Fox River Corridor Plan for southern portion of the 
County utilizing the CMAP Technical Assistance Program.

• Submit CMAP Technical Assistance Program proposal to 
continue planning for the Fox River Corridor north from Burton’s 
Bridge to the Chain-of-Lakes.

• Submit CMAP Technical Assistance Program proposal to 
develop a Grant Illinois Trail/Ecotourism/Ag-Tourism guide.

• Collaborate with McHenry County Division of Transportation and 
Health Department on a multi-jurisdictional planning effort to 
update the "McHenry County Subregional Bicycle Plan."  



2018 GOALS AND PRIORITIES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

• Closeout the Neighborhood Stabilization Program

• Complete Surveys for 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan 

• Explore development of year ‘round homeless shelter

• Continue to cross-train staff in all grant disciplines

• Continue to develop collaborative projects with other grant 
funders

• Seek pre-award approval for projects where possible

• Explore change in grant year for improved spend down


