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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
c/o McHenry Co\Ulty Dept. of Planning & Development 

2200 North Seminary- Woodstock, IL 60098 
8!5- 334- 4560 

MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING DATES FOR FY 1999-2000 

DECEMBER 1, 1999 

JANUARY 5, 2000 

FEBRUARY 2, 2000 

MARCH 1, 2000 

APRIL 5, 2000 

MAY 3, 2000 

JUNE 7, 2000 

JULY 5, 2000 

AUGUST 2, 2000 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2000 

OCTOBER 4, 2000 

NOVEMBER 1, 2000 

Meetings of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission are held at 
7:00 p.m. in the Department of Planning and Development Conference Room of 
Annex Building "A" of the McHenry County Government Center, 2200 North 
Seminary Avenue, Woodstock, Illinois, unless otherwise noticed. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 2, 2000 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Tony Howard, Jennifer 
/finer, Gloria Mack, James Pearson, Amy Duncan and Michael Walkup 
Members Absent: Denise Collins 
Staff Present: Nina Campione 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Jim Keefe to approve the minutes of 
December 8, 1999. All aye. Motion carried. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Report by Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• There was discussion regarding the annual report that will be submitted to 

Springfield. A call will be made to Pat Senior and Ann Swallow regarding additional 
monies that would be received by the Commission. . .· ·. . 

• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack to accept the 
annual report as presented to the commission. All aye. Motion carried. 

• The importance of the McHenry County Rural survey was explained to the 
commission. 

Survey and Land marking- Chairperson, Jim Keefe 
• See attached report 

Joint Council Historic Groups/Natural Features- Chairpersons, Gloria Mack and 
Dennis Collins 
• See attached report 
• It was noted that the next Joint Council meeting will be held on March 3, 2000 at 

7:30 p.m. in the Old Algonquin Village hall. 

Municipal Liaison- Chairperson, Michael Walkup 
• No report 
• Michael will be in contact with the Village of Greenwood. 

Awards- Chairperson, Tony Howard 
• Tony commented that the revision of the application form has been completed and 

would be sent to all Joint Council representatives. 



• The dates for submission of the application forms are as follows: 
- April1 5

\ deadline for nominations 
-April 1ih, commission meeting to review and qualify nominations 
- April 26th, slide presentation 
-May 3'd, review and vote on nominations 
-May 21st. Ceremony at 2:00p.m. in the Doh I Mansion 

• Tony suggested that form letters be sent out to nominees that did not qualify. 
• Jennifer Ittner will handle all press releases. 
• Gloria Mack will handle advertising for the ceremony. 
• A suggestion was made that original copies of the nominations are kept in the office 

and copies are made for the commissioners to review. 
• Commission members are asked to submit two nominations. 

Communications and Scrapbook- Chairperson, Jennifer lftner 
• Jennifer submitted copies of newspaper articles pertaining the Historical · 

Commission's work. 
• See attached nomination application posted on the Internet composed by Jennifer. 

Endangered Historic Sites- Chairpersons, Jennifer lftner and David Gervais 
• James Pearson had questions regarding grants for the Stickney House . Gail 

suggested that he call Maryanne Taranowski from the Department of Planning and 
Development regarding CDBG funds. 

Special Project- Chairpersons, James Pearson and Denise Collins 
• No report · 

REPORT BY MCCD LIAISON -Amy Duncan 
• No report 

REPORT BY STAFF 
• 

OLD BUSINESS 
• There was discussion regarding the McHenry County Historical Society's project. 

Gail commented that they are still pursuing this project. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• None 

The meeting was continued at 8:20 p.m. to the Awards Committee. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

MARCH 1, 2000 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Tony Howard, Jim Keefe, 
Gloria Mack and Michael Walkup 
Members Absent: Denise Collins, Jennifer lftner and James Pearson 
Staff Present: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by David Gervais to approve the minutes 
of February 2, 2000 with revisions. All aye. Motion carried . 

. The Commission thanked Maryanne Wanaski for the excellent job that was done in 
completing the yearly report that was sent to Springfield. 

The Commission acknowledges the award that Gail Drabant was presented by Mike 
Tryon, Chairman of the County Board for recognititon of her efforts and hard work. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Report by Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• See attached report 

Survey and Landmarking- Chairperson, Jim Keefe 
• No report 
• There waf; discussion regarding the Harrison cemetery designation. No action can 

be taken by Commission until Ringwood passes a resolution/ordinance adopting 
County Preservation Ordinance. 

Joint Council Historic Groups Natural Features- Chairperson, Gloria Mack and 
Dennis Collins 
• See attached report 
• Gloria encouraged the Commission to attend the Joint Council meeting on March 29, 

2000. 
• Gloria mentioned that the Kathy Country Cowboys Band recorded a CD that 

included a song about the "Witness Tree" that the Commission plaqued. The 
Commission was given a copy. 



McHenry County Joint 
Council of Historic Groups 

Meeting 
cosponsored by: 

The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission & 
The McHenry County Historical Society 

The McHenry County Joint Council of Historic Groups will meet on 

Wednesday, March 29th at 7:30 

Our hosts for the evening will be the Algonquin Historic Commission. 

wewillmeetattheHistoric Algonquin 
Village Hall, 2 South Main 
at the intersection of Routes 31 & 62. 

(Ample parking in the rear of the building) 

Our program for the evening will be A presentation and discussion on 

The restoration of Woodstock Street, a 

work in progress, in the Village of Huntley. The 

program will be presented by representatives of the Village of Huntley, including 
Sue Lamb, Village Trustee and residents of Woodstock Street. A question and 
answer session will follow the presentation. 

If you need any additional information please call Nancy Fike at 923-2267 or 
Gloria Mack at 363-3261. For directions see map on the opposite side of this notice. 
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REMINDER 
McHenry County Joint Council 

of Historic Groups Meeting 

Wednesday March 29th @ the historic 
. Algonquin Village Hall, 2 S. Main, @ 7:30. 

Program- Village of Huntley -Restoration of 
Woodstock Street- a work in progress 

Don't forget your McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Award Nominations. 



\HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

APRIL 5, 2000 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Tony Howard, Jennifer lftner, 
Jim Keefe, Gloria Mack, James Pearson, Michael Walkup and Amy Duncan 
Staff Present: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by Gloria Mack to approve the minutes of March 1, 2000. All aye. 
The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Economic Interest forms were distributed to the members of the Commission. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Report by Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• See attached report 
• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack to purchase cemetery volumes currently 

available from the Genealogy Society . 
• 

A roll call vote was taken. 

Gail Drabant, aye 
Denise Collins, aye 
David Gervais, aye 
Tony Howard, aye 
Jennifer lftner, aye 
Jim Keefe, aye 
Gloria Keefe, aye 
James Pearson, aye 
Michael Walkup, aye 

The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack to purchase cemetery volumes currently 
available from the Genealogy Society. Maryanne was directed to contact Kathy Bergen-Schmidt, president 
of the society. 

• The Com;nission commented that it would too costly to plague all cemeteries. It was suggested a small 
commemorative inscription could be mounted at cemetery entrances. 

Joint Council Historic Groups Natural Features- Chairpersons Gloria Mack and Dennis Collins 
• See attached report 
• Gloria suggested the next Joint Council meeting be held at Memorial Hall in Richmond. 
• Gloria commented that copies of all municipalities ordinances be kept on file for reference. 

Municipal Liaison- Chairperson, Michael Walkup 
• Michael stated that the Village of Fox River Grove meeting was canceled. A new meeting has been 

scheduled. 
• Michael will meet with Mike Camille from the Village of Greenwood this month to discuss an 

intergovernmental agreement between the County and the Village. 
• Gloria Mack would like to see the Greenwood School plaqued. It was suggested that in the meantime an 

agreement should be drawn up to protect just the school. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES- APRIL 5, 2000 
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Awards- Chairperson, Tony Howard 
• 31 award nominations were received, the originals will be kept in the office, and a copy will be made for the 

Commission to review. 
• Tony stated that the Awards Committee meeting will be held at 7:00p.m., April 12, 2000 at David Gervais 

office. 
• The Commission will vote at the next regularly scheduled meeting on May 3, 2000. 
• The Awards Ceremony will be held at the Dole Mansion at 2:00p.m., on May 21, 2000. All Commissioners 

are asked to attend. Please bring your nametags. David Gervais suggested Staff also have nametags. 
• Tony commented that letters will be sent to the people that were nominated so additional information could 

be provided. Those that did not receive an award will also be sent letters of thanks. 
• A Jetter will be sent to Joint Council members requesting a roster of all their members. 

Communications and Scrapbook- Chairperson, Jennifer Ittner 
• No report 

Engaged Historic Sites -Chairperson, Jennifer Ittner and David Gervais 
• No report 

Special Projects- Chairpersons, James Pearson and Dennis Collins 
• No report 
• David Gervais suggested that we should work on a layout design for the Internet. 
• Gail Drabant suggested that James Pearson call Marie Coleman to obtain information on framing 

photographs of sites that the Commission has plaqued similar to what the Algonquin Historic Preservation 
Commission did. These photos could be hung in the Government Center 

REPORT BY MCCD LIAISON- Amy Duncan 
• No report 
• Amy gave a brief description of the new construction of Woodstock Center. 

REPORT BY STAFF- Maryanne Wanaski 
• Maryanne distributed Tax Freeze brochures. 
• Maryanne pointe~ out that information on the Allendale Bridge was enclosed in the Commission's packet. 

She stated that by ordinance the Commission needed to decide if the bridge qualified for designation within 
30 days of discussion. A public hearing should be scheduled. I DOT and surrounding property owners 
should be notified. 

• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Dennis Collins to consider the Allendale Bridge Truss 
Bridge as a local landmark. All aye. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

• Maryanne commented that we now have the capability to post information on the County's website. Our 
website address is www.co.mchenrv.il.us. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• None 

NEW BUSINESS 
• None 

The meeting was continued at 8:10p.m. to the Awards Committee meeting. 



ROLLCALL 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
HEARING 

MAY 3, 2000 

Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Tony 
Howard, Jennifer Jflner, Jim Keefe, Gloria Mack, James Pearson and Michael Walkup· 
Staff Present: Jim Hogue and Nina Campione 
Guests Present: Nancy Fike and Norma D. Anderson 

The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Gail Drabant. 
Chairperson Drabant stated for the record that the application form, notice of publication 
and all mailings had been met per ordinance requirements. Upon review, the property 
commonly known as the Allendale Truss Bridge (Tr. 3036) located in Greenwood 
Township has met eight of the fourteen criteria for landmark designation. 

1. It has character, interest, or value which is part of the development, heritage, or 
cultural character of the community, county state or nation. 

2. It embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the 
study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials. 

3. It embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that render it 
architecturally significant. 

4. It has a unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an 
established or familiar visual feature. 

5. It has character which is particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, 
including, but not limited to, farmhouses, gas stations, or other commercial 
structures, with a high level of integrity or architectural significance. 

6. It establishes a sense of lime and place unique to a community and/or the County of 
McHenry. 

7. It is suitable for preservation or restoration. 

8. It is an exceptional example of historic or vernacular style or one of few remaining in 
the County of McHenry. 

Chairperson Gail Drabant staled that this public hearing was called to order to discuss the 
Allendale Truss Bridge which is located in Greenwood Township. Ms. Norma Anderson 
recalled past history of the bridge. She remembered when the floods of 1938 when 
bridges in the county washed out and many residents were stranded. The Allendale 
bridge was rebuilt promptly because of the importance of food deliveries to the area. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 
THE ALLENDALE TRUSS BRIDGE 
MAY 3, 2000 
PAGE2 

Ms. Nancy Fike commented that this bridge could be one of the last remaining truss 
bridges in the county. She believes that the bridge has three outstanding features, the 
style of the bridge fits the setting, this type of bridge is a diminishing resource in McHenry 
County and residents should be connected with their rural past. 

A motion was made by Commissioner David Gervais and seconded by Gloria Mack to 
to close the public hearing. The motion was unanimously passed. 

The public hearing closed at 7:14p.m. 

The voting meeting was called to order at7:14 p.m. 

David Gervais had concerns regarding the name of the bridge. Jim Keefe questioned the 
wording on the plaque. It was decided that it would read"AIIendale Truss Bridge (#3064)". 

A motion was made by Tony Howard, seconded by Jim Keefe that the proposed 
application met all the necessary criteria for landmark status. All aye. The motion was 
approved by unanimous vote. 

Gail Drabant read into the record the Resolution that will be presented to County Board. 

A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Jennifer Ittner to accept the 
Resolution as presented. All aye. The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by James Pearson to recommend the 
Allendale Truss Bridge to the County Board for approval as a county landmark. 

A roll call vote was taken. 

David Gervais - aye 
Tony Howard- aye 
Jennifer Ittner- aye 
Jim Keefe - aye 
Gloric. Mack- aye 
Jim Pearson- aye 
Michael Walkup - aye 
Denise Collins- aye 
Gail Drabant- aye 

The motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by David Gervais to approve the minutes of 
April 5, 2000 with corrections. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Report by Chairperson, GaiiDrabant 
• No report 
• Ms. Mack reminded the commissioners about the Awards presentation on May 21st at 

2:00 p.m. Commission members should arrive no later than 1:30 p.m. Please bring 
nametags. 

• It is in deep regret that the resignation of Jim Keefe was accepted. The County Board 
will be notified that there will be an opening in November of 2000. · 

• Gail stated that the Joint Council will meet the 4th Wednesday in September at 7:30 
p.m. It was requested that the meeting be held in the Village of Ringwood. · 

Joint Council Historic Groups Natural Features- Chairpersons Gloria Mack and 
Denise Collins 
• See attached report 
• David Gervais commented that he was in contact with the Village of Ringwood for 

discussion of an intergovernmental agreement. It will be on their agenda for May 15, 
2000. 

Municipal Liaison- Chairperson, Michael Walkup 
• No report 

Communications and Scrapbook- Chairpersons Jennifer Ittner and David Gervais 
• See attached report 
• Denise Collins mentioned that Maryanne Wanaski had mailed her information on the 

Commission for Chicago Landmarks and the State of Michigan's web sites. 

Special Projects- Chairpersons, James Pearson and Denise Collins 
• See attached report 
• The commission was in agreement that historic pictures should be an addition to the 

McHenry County Government. 
• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack for funding for a 

project that would consist of mounting photographs of historic pictures for hanging in 
the McHenry County Government Center. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

REPORT BY MCCD LIAISON -Amy Duncan 
• No report 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 
THE ALLENDALE TRUSS BRIDGE 
MAY 3, 2000 
PAGE4 

REPORT BY STAFF- Maryanne Wanaski 
• Jim Hogue presented the report prepared by Maryanne Wanaski. He stated that 

Maryanne has tried to reach Kathy Bergan-Schmid! from the Genealogical Society 
without success. She will continue to follow up on this. 

Awards- Chairperson, Tony Howard 
• Discussion ensued regarding the preservation awards. A motion was made by Gloria 

Mack, seconded by Jim Keefe to accept the addition of the Hain House nomination. All 
aye. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

• Slides were shown and a short presentation of each nomination was made. 
Nomination were voted on. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• None 

NEW BUSINESS 
• None 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

JUNE 7, 2000 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Tony 
Howard, Jennifer Ittner, Jim Keefe, Gloria Mack, James Pearson and Michael Walkup 
Staff Present: Jim Hogue and Nina Campione 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by Jennifer Ittner to approve the minutes of 
May 3, 2000. All aye. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Report by Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• No report 
• It was noted that attendance was low at the Award Ceremony with only four nominees 

in attendance. Gail commented that there were several other historical functions that 
day: 

• Gail stated that the Preservation Awards Ceremony was mentioned in The Chicago 
Tribune and The Northwest Herald. 

• A list of the official winners was distributed to the Commissioners along with a list of the 
nommees. 

• The Commission decided that the nominees should be notified earlier next year. 

Joint Council Historic Groups, Natural Features- Chairpersons, Gloria Mack and 
Denise Collins 
• See attached report 
• The Joint Council meeting will meet September 2ih at 7:30 p.m. 
• Gail Drabant called the Village of Richmond to inquire about booking Memorial Hall for 

the next Joint Council meeting. It was go through their committee but she sees no 
prohlem. The Village President of Lake in the Hills, Scott Berg will be notified about the 
meeting at the Hain House at the end of March. 

• The Allendale Bridge will be plaqued on August 191
h 

• Gloria Mack contacted Ms. Schroeder from the Highway Department regarding 
designation of scenic roads. To date, there has been no response. 

• David Gervais questioned the designation procedure for scenic routes. Gloria 
explained that a committee would be assembled and an application would be prepared. 

• Gloria Mack is working with Clara Vogel for the protection of the Greenwood School. 
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Municipal Liaison- Chairperson, Michael Walkup 
• Michael commented that he is trying to arrange a meeting with the Village of Fox River 

Grove regarding their ordinance. It was suggested that Marengo be contacted since 
they already have an ordinance. 

• Gail Drabant asked Jim Hogue to make sure that the Marengo Historic Commission be 
notified for the Joint Council Meeting. 

Awards- Chairperson, Tony Howard 
• Thanks to all the members of Commission especially Ms. Drabant for participating in 

the Awards Presentation. A motion was made by Tony Howard, seconded by Jim 
Keefe to compensate the Dole Mansion Preservation Society for the use of their . 
facilities. Tony Howard made a motion to donate $200.00 to the Dole Mansion 
Preservation Society in return for their hospitality and the use of their facilities for the 
Awards meeting. 

A roll call vote was taken. 

Gail Drabant, aye 
Denise Collins, aye 
David Gervais, aye 
Tony Howard, aye 
Jennifer Ittner, aye 
Jim Keefe, aye 
Gloria Mack, aye 
James Pearson, aye 
Michael Walkup, aye 

Voice vote. Motions passed. 

• Tony noted that a list of the Joint Council members and their addresses are needed for 
notification of meetings. 

Publications- Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• No report 

Communications and Scrapbook- Chairperson, Jennifer Ittner 
• No report 
• Jennifer stated she is assembling numerous articles in connection with the Historic 

Commissions work. 

Endangered Historic Sites- Chairperson, Jennifer Ittner and David Gervais 
• A note was made by Gail Drabant that there is an archeologist Jiving in the Marengo 

area who is very interested in the Deitz house. 
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• The Thelen Gravel Pit would like to demolish the English Prairie Post Office. They 
have agreed to sell it to Irene Borre's daughter and husband for $1.00 if they could find 
suitable land to move the building to. 

Website- Chairperson, Denise Collins 
• Denise noted that she has found a book regarding "How to build your own Website in 

24 easy lessons". She would need to know what the Commission wants on the 
Website page. These ideas would be put on disc for member's review. 

Landmark Photograph Display- Chairperson, James Pearson 
• No report 
• James suggested that we should obtain a sample of Algonquin's work for presentation 

to the Planning and Development Committee .. 

REPORT BY MCCD LIAISON- Amy Duncan 
• No report 
• The last weekend in August the Nippersink will open up into its original flow. 
• The archeologists are doing more research on the Powers Walker House. The Gervais 

family house was demolished but many of the original pieces were donated. The 
original door is being used in the Powers Walkers house . 

. REPORT BY STAFF 
• No report 

ON GOING BUSINESS 
• David Gervais inquired about the cemetery book. He would like this made into an 

agenda item. 
• A motion was made by Gail Drabant seconded by Jim Keefe to cancel the July 

meeting. · 
• Gail Drabant volunteered to have the September meeting in her home. A motion was 

made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Jim Keefe to hold the September meeting at it's 
regularly scheduled time and date. All aye. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• None 

NEW BUSINESS 
• None 

ADJOURNMENT 
• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Michael Walkup to adjourn. All 

aye. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. The meeting adjourned at 8:20p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING DATES FOR FY 1999-2000 

DECEMBER 1, 1999 

JANUARY 5, 2000 

FEBRUARY 2, 2000 
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APRIL 5, 2000 
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NOVEMBER 1, 2000 

Meetings of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission are held at 
7:00 p.m. in the Department of Planning and Development Conference Room of 
Annex Building "A" of the McHenry County Government Center, 2200 North 
Seminary Avenue, Woodstock, Illinois, unless otherwise noticed. 
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AGENDA 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2000-8:15 a.m. 
Administration Office of McHenry County Government Center 

2200"North Seminary Avenue- Room B170 
Woodstock, Illinois 

1.0 Call to Order 

2.0 Minute Approval 

3.0 Public Participation 

4.0 New Business 
4.1 Historical Society (Pictures for Government Center) 
4.2 Building Operations One Ton Truck- Contingency Fund 

5.0 Unfinished Business 
5.1 Space Plan Status and Discussion 

6.0 Executive Session (if necessary) 

7.0 Old Business 
7.1 Departmental FY00/01 Supplemental Budget Requests 

Administration 
Building Operations 
I.T. 

7.2 Supplemental Request Prioritization 

8.0 Reports to Committee, as applicable 
{1: 1 County Board 
8.2 Building Operations 
8.3 Information Technology 
8.4 Purchasing 
8.5 Administration 

9.0 Future Topics 
9.1 MCC Student Art 
9.2 Codification Update 
9.3 Internet Policy 

10.0 Other Business, As applicable 

11.0 Adjournment 

As of 8/17/00 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2000 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Jennifer lftner, Jim 
Keefe, Gloria Mack and James Pearson 
Staff Present: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
Guests Present: Carrie Koster-Horan, Joe and Mary Condon, David and Audrey 
Harrison and Evelyn Zvonar 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by David Gervais to approve the minutes 
of June 7, 2000. All aye. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Report by Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• No report 
• Gail reminded the Commission that she would be hosting the October meeting at her 

home (5805 Broadway, Richmond, Illinois). 
• A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by James Pearson to nominated Carrie 

Koster-Horan for the November vacancy. All aye. The motion passed by 
unanimous vote. 

• There was discussion regarding the plaquing of the Allendale Bridge. Gail will 
distribute Nancy Fike's speech in the next packet. 

Joint Council Historic Groups, Natural Features- Chairpersons, Gloria Mack and 
Denise Collins 
• See attached report 
• Gloria mentioned that there will be a meeting to discuss the Scenic Road Program 

at 7:00 on September 23'd here in the P&D's Conference Room. Pictures from 
different locations in the county would be appreciated. Tony Howard was chosen to 
evaluate the pictures. 

Municipal Liaison- Chairperson, Michael Walkup 
• No report 

Awards- Chairperson, Tony Howard 
• No report 

Publications -Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• No report 
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Communications and Scrapbook- Chairperson, Jennifer lftner 
• No report 

Endangered Historic Sites- Chairpersons Jennifer lftner and David Gervais 
• See attached report 

Website- Chairperson, Denise Collins 
• Maryanne Wanaski stated that Denise Collins has been working on ideas for a web

site for the Commission. 

Landmark Photograph Display- Chairperson, James Pearson 
• The Commission discussed the historic landmark pictures that will be displayed in 

the Government Center. 

REPORT BY MCCD LIAISON -Amy Duncan 
• Amy sent pictures of the ribbon cutting celebrating the completion of the Nippersink 

Creek's re-channelization. More than 300 people attended and participated in 
moving mussels and other various aquatic species to the new channel. Ed Collin's 
of MCCD will also be presenting a program on this subject at the September 27th 
Joint Council meeting. 

REPORT BY STAFF- Maryann Wanaski 
• Ms. Wanaski confirmed reservations for herself, Ms. Mack and Mr. Keefe at the 

Presentation Conference on September 15th and 16th_ 

ON GOING BUSINESS 
• None 

OLD BUSINESS 
• None 

NEW BUSINESS 
• None 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by Jennifer lftner to adjourn. All aye. 
Motion passed by unanimous vote. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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JOINT COUNCIL OF HISTORIC 
GROUPS 

CO-SPONSORED BY: 

THE MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
AND 

THE MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MEETING NOTICE 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2000 
AT 7:30PM 

TO BE HELD AT: 

RICHMOND MEMORIAL HALL 
SOUTH OF THE INTERSECTION OF MAIN ST. (ROUTE 12) & BROADWAY 

THE PROGRAM: 

RESTORATION OF THE NIPPERSINK CREEK 
·. BY: ED COLLINS/MCCD 

We :oak forward to seeing you on the 27th. Please inform the members of your group of 
this very special and interesting meeting 

We would appreciate it if you would help us communicate more completely by providing 
us the names and addresses of the members of your group. Please bring them with you to 
the meeting on September 27th or fax them to Gloria Mack at 815-344-9416, or if you 
prefer mail them to Gloria Mack at P.O. Box II, Ringwood- 60072. 

Over for map 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

OCTOBER 4, 2000 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Tony 
Howard, Jennifer lftner, Jim Keefe and Michael Walkup 
Members Absent: Gloria Mack and James Pearson 
Staff Present: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
Guests: Mrs. Jim Keefe and Mr. and Mrs. Horan 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Jim Keefe, seconded by David Gervais to approve the minutes of 
September 6, 2000 with corrections. All aye. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Report by Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• See attached report 
• Gail stated that the Commission would like to thank Jim Keefe, one of the original 

members on the Historic Preservation Commission for years service, his camaraderie 
and expertise. We respectfully accept his resignation and thank him for years of 
service. 

Joint Council Historic Groups, Natural Features- Chairpersons, Gloria Mack and 
Denise Collins 
• See attached report 
• There was discussion regarding the Carr-Harrison plaqueing. It was decided that the 

ceremony would take place on October 29, 2000. A motion was made by Jim Keefe, 
seconded by David Gervais to have the plaque read "circa 1842". All aye. The motion 
passed by unanimous vote. 

'', 

Municipal Liaison- Chairperson, Michael Walkup 
• Michael commented that Greenwood Township would like to start working on their own 

ordinance and also start their own Historic Preservation Commission. 
• Michael stated that he is trying to set up meetings with Trout Valley, Fox River Grove 

and Hebron to discuss intergovernmental agreements. 

Awards- Chairperson, Tony Howard 
• No report 

Publications- Chairperson, Gail Drabant 
• See attached report 

Communications and Scrapbook- Chairperson, Jennifer Ittner 
• No report 
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Endangered Historic Sites- Chairpersons Jennifer lftner and David Gervais 
• Jennifer commented that copies of endangered sites will be distributed at the next Joint 

Council meeting. A letter will be sent as a reminder to the participants as to when and 
where the meeting will be held. 

Website- Chairperson, Denise Collins 
• No report 

Landmark Photograph Display- Chairperson, James Pearson 
• No report 

Report by MCCD Liaison - Amy Duncan 
• No report 

REPORT BY STAFF - Maryanne Wanaski 
• Maryanne said that she will contact James Pearson regarding scanning of pictures. 

ON GOING BUSINESS 
• No report 

OLD BUSINESS 
No report 

NEW BUSINESS 
• No report 

ADJOURNMENT 
• A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Jim Keefe to adjourn. All aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

', 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 1, 2000 

ROLLCALL 
Members present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Jennifer 
lftner, Gloria Mack and James Pearson 
Members Absent: Tony Howard and Michael Walkup 
Staff Present: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
Guest: Carrie Kastner-Horan 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by James Pearson, seconded by Jennifer lftnerto approve the 
minutes of October 4, 2000 with corrections. All aye. The motion was passed by 
unanimous vote. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON, GAIL DRABANT 

o See attached report 
o Gail stated that on November 21st Carrie Kastner-Horan's name will be submitted to 

County Board for approval as a member of the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission. · 

o There was discussion regarding the plaqueing of the Carr-Harrison Cemetery. It 
was agreed that there was an excellent turnout from both families. 

JOINT COUNCIL HISTORIC GROUPS, NATURAL FEATURES- CHAIRPERSONS, 
GLORIA MACK AND DENISE COLLINS 
o See attached report 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON- CHAIRPERSON, MICHAEL WALKUP 
o No report··. 

AWARDS- CHAIRPERSON, TONY HOWARD 
o No report 
o Th8re was discussion regarding the Awards Committee. The awards committee will 

meet at Jennifer lftner's horne on November 16th at 7:00. James Pearson suggested 
changing the awards program to an evening ceremony as it would more convenient 
to the public. 

PUBLICATIONS- CHAIRPERSON, GAIL DRABANT 
o See attached report 

COMMUNICATIONS AND SCRAPBOOK- CHAIRPERSON, JENNIFER IFTNER 
o No report 
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ENDANGERED HISTORIC SITES 
• · No report 

WEBSITE- CHAIRPERSON, DENISE COLLINS 
• Denise assured the commission that she is working on the web-site and hopes to 

have more information soon. 

LANDMARK PHOTOGRAPH DISPLAY- CHAIRPERSON, JAMES PEARSON 
• James and Maryanne Wanaski will meet to review photos of historic landmarks. 

REPORT BY MCCD LIAISON- AMY DUNCAN 
• No report 

REPORT BY STAFF 
• Maryanne Wanaski informed the Commission that a tape is available for viewing 

regarding windows for historic buildings. 
• The Commission's calendar dates must be submitted to the County Clerk. 
• Ms. Wanaski reminded the Commission that will need to vote for Chairman and any 

other appointments (who will assume that role). 
• Will the December meeting be held in the courthouse or a restaurant to celebrate the 

holiday? It was decided that the meeting would be held at Joey T's on the Fox . 
• 
ON GOING BUSINESS 
• None 

OLD BUSINESS 
• None 

NEW BUSINESS 
• None 

··. 
The meeting was continued at 8:20. 



ROLL CALL 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 6, 2000 

Members Present: Chairperson Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Tony 
Howard, Gloria Mack, James Pearson and Michael Walkup 
Staff Present: Jim Hogue and Nina Campione 
Members Absent: Jennifer Ittner and Carrie Koster-Horan 
Guests: Mr. Collins, Mr. & Mrs. Keefe and Mrs. Walkup 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack to approve the minutes 
of November 1, 2000 .. All aye. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON, GAIL DRABANT 
• No report 
• Ms. Drabant stated that the corrected Carr-Harrison Cemetery plaque was re

presented to the Carr-Harrison family on December 3, 2000. The Commission 
would like to thank Ed Collins, Mr. Vancey and Grace Moline for all their help with 
the background for the presentation. 

JOINT COUNCIL HISTORIC GROUPS, NATURAL FEATURES- CHAIRPERSONS, 
GLORIA MACK AND DENISE COLLINS 
• No report 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON- CHAIRPERSON, MICHAEL WALKUP 
• No report 

AWARDS- CHAIRPERSON, TONY HOWARD 
• No report 
• It was suggested changing the awards program to an evening ceremony as it would 

be more convenient to the public. 

PUBLICATIONS- CHAIRPERSON, GAIL DRABANT 
• Gail mentioned that the program for the Carr-Harrison Cemetery was reprinted. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND SCRAPBOOK- CHAIRPERSON, JENNIFER IFTNER 
• No report 

ENDANGERED HISTORIC SITES- CHAIRPERSONS, JENNIFER IFTNER AND 
DAVID GERVAIS 
• No report 
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CHAIRPERSON, DENISE COLLINS 
• Denise commented that she is working on a web-site and hopes to have more 

information at the next meeting. 

LANDMARK PHOTOGRAPH DISPLAY- CHAIRPERSON, JAMES PEARSON 
• No report 

REPORT BY STAFF 
• No report 

ON GOING BUSINESS 
• None 

OLD BUSINESS 
• None 

NEW BUSINESS 
• A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Michael Walkup to nominate 

David GeNais for Chairman. All aye. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 
• A motion was made by Tony Howard, seconded by Denise Collins to nominate 

Gloria Mack as Vice President. All aye. The motion was passed by unanimous 
vote. 

• A motion was made by David GeNais, seconded by Gloria Mack to nominate 
Michael Walkup as Secretary. All aye. The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

ADJOURNMENT 
• A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by David GeNais to adjourn. All aye. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
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Seminary Avenue, Woodstock, Illinois, unless otherwise noticed. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

JANUARY 10, 2001 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairman David Gervais, Gail Drabant, Tony Howard, Jennifer 
lftner, Carrie Koster-Horan, Gloria Mack and James Pearson 
Members Absent: Denise Collins and Michael Walkup 
Staff Present: SuzAnne Ehardt and Nina Campione 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Tony Howard, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve the minutes 
of December 6, 2000. All aye. Motion carried. 

Report by Chairman .David Gervais 
• David addressed the Commission regarding his goals for the following year. He 

feels that the Commission does not have enough motivation and has not received 
the recognition it deserves. Mr. Gervais proposed that the Commission hold a 
brainstorming session in the near future to discuss their mission statement, goals 
and purpose of the Commission. 

• A change in the format of the meeting was suggested. Written reports from the 
commissioners should be sent or faxed to Secretary Michael Walkup. Michael will 
send all reports and agenda to staff 9 days prior to the next scheduled meeting. If a 
commissioner would like to discuss a specific item they should contact the secretary 
and he will be place it on the agenda. If discussion of a new item that is not on the 
agenda is requested a motion would be made at the meeting to place it on the 
agenda. If there is no report the secretary should still be notified by the sub
committee. 

• Motions should be made according to Robert's Rules. David would entertain a 
motion and ask if there is a second for the motion. It would then be in discussion 
phase. The minutes would then reflect if the motion carried or failed. If toe motion 
pertains to money a roll call vote would be taken. 

• The Commission structure was reviewed with some modification of sub-committees 
and addition of task forces. There was discussion among the Commission regarding 
their assignments. Jennifer lftner voiced concerns about being assigned to the 
Communications and Scrapbook Committee. It was agreed that she would stay on 
the Committee concentrating on the scrapbook. James Pearson asked to be taken 
off the Educational Committee and Gail Drabant stated that she would be a 
consultant for the Web Site Task Force. 

• The following reflects the agreed upon changes: 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Gloria Mack (Chair), Denise Collins 

AWARDS 
Gail Drabant (Chair with authority to delegate task forces) Carrie Koster-Horan 
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HISTORICAL SITES 
Michael Walkup (Chair), Carrie Koster-Horan, James Pearson 
(Auxiliary members, Jim Keefe and AI Kramka) 

COMMUNICATIONS AND SCRAPBOOK 
Gloria Mack (Chair), Jennifer lftner, Tony Howard 

ENDANGERED SITES 
Carrie Koster-Horan (Chair), Jennifer lftner, Denise Collins 

EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE 
Jennifer lftner (Chair), Gloria Mack 

TASK FORCES 
WEB SITE 
Denise Collins (Chair), Jennifer lftner, Gail Drabant 

LANDMARK PHOTOGRAPH DISPLAY 
James Pearson (Chair), Gail Drabant 

SCENIC ROAD 
Gloria Mack (Chair), Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 

David Gervais entertained a motion to approve the Committees and the Committee 
appointments as presented and amended. 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Jennifer lftner to approve the 
Committees and Committee appointments as presented and amended. All aye. Motion 
carried. 

• Gloria Mack read her report for the Joint Council Historic Groups and Natural 
Features (see report). 

• Gail Drabant commented that Ann Swallow no longer works in the Springfield office. 
A new contact name, phone number and address will be needed. 

• James Pearson questioned the status of grants for the photography display. 

• David Gervais reminded the Commission that annual reports are due by February 7, 
2001. 

• David Gervais suggested that the Commission hold a quarterly seminar that would 
involve the public. 

David Gervais entertained a motion to hold an annual brain storming session. 
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A motion was made by Jennifer lftner, second by Gail Drabant to hold an annual 
planning retreat. All aye. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by James Pearson to hold an annual planning retreat on February 
7, 2001 after the regularly scheduled meeting, seconded by Gail Drabant. All aye. 
Motion carried. 

David Gervais entertained a motion that the Secretary would be responsible for 
gathering all written reports from the Chairpersons, be the contact person for the 
agenda and make sure the agenda items are submitted to staff 9 days prior to the next 
scheduled meeting. 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Jennifer lftner that the Secretary 
would be responsible for gathering all written reports from the Chairpersons and be the 
contact person for the agenda and make sure the minutes are submitted to staff 9 days 
before the next scheduled meeting. 

• Gail Drabant commented that Amy Duncan is longer an ex-officio. Gail stated that it 
is written in the Historic Preservation Ordinance that the Conservation District must 
have a representative at each meeting. They have been contacted and a 
representative will be attending meetings in the future. 

• A draft of the minutes will be sent to David Gervais for final review before 
submission to Secretary Michael Walkup. 

The meeting was continued to the Awards Sub-Committee at 8:20 p.m. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 7, 2001 

I. Call to Order: 
Chairman Gervais called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. Roll Call: 
Present: Chairman David Gervais, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Jennifer lftner, Carrie Koster
Horan, Gloria Mack, James Pearson and Michael Walkup 
Absent: Tony Howard 
Advisor: Nancy Fike, McHenry County Historical Society 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 

Ill. Approval of Minutes . 
A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by James Pearson to approve the minutes of 
January 10, 2001 as presented. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• Michael Walkup noted McHenry County Historic Preservation Ordinance by-laws state a 
Chairman cannot be appointed until County Board approval. Michael Walkup made a 
motion, seconded by Gloria Mack to approve David Gervais as interim Chairman until 
verification of approval by County Board. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

IV. Financial Report/Disbursements 
• No report. 
• David Gervais requested a monthly report from staff be placed on the agenda as an action 

item regarding status of budget and monthly expenditures. 

V. Matters From The Public 
• It was noted that Nancy Fike from the McHenry County Historical Society was in 

attendance. 

VI. Items from Commissioners 
• Gloria Mack made a motion, seconded by Michael Walkup to add the Scenic Road 

Application and suggested placing a tribute to Tony Howard on the February agenda. 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• James Pearson submitted the attached notes regarding the Landmark Photography 
Display. This subject will be listed as an action item on the March agenda. 

• Gail Drabant made a motion, seconded by Jennifer lftner to add the Preservations Awards 
to the February agenda. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

A. Action Items 

1. Old business 

a. Old business was continued to a later date. 
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2. New business 

a. Long range planning session 

• There was discussion regarding the Scenic Road Preservation nomination 
form. Gloria Mack made a motion, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan that the 
Commission accept the nomination for Scenic Road Preservation Form and 
Street Program as presented. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• Gloria Mack amended her motion, seconded by Michael Walkup to approve 
the form as submitted as a rough draft of the Scenic Roads Nomination Form 
and Street Program and approve going forward with the Scenic Road and 
Street Program. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• Gloria recommended that along with a Commission member a local citizen be 
involved with the Scenic Road Program for more input. 

• Jennifer lftner questioned the funding of this program. Gloria commented that 
the Highway Department is looking into a grant that could be of help to the 
Commission. 

• Gloria Mack made a motion, seconded by Gail Drabant that a tribute for Tony 
Howard could be incorporated at a future meeting. Voice vote. Motion 
carried. 

• Gloria Mack amended her motion, seconded by Michael Walkup to have a 
tribute for Tony Howard at the April meeting. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• Gail Drabant made a motion, seconded by Jennifer lftner to hold the 
Preservation Awards meeting on November 7, 2001 at 7:00p.m. in lieu of the 
regularly meeting. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• Gail Drabant amended her motion, seconded by Jennifer lftner to hold the 
Preservation Awards meeting on November 7, 2001 at 7:30p.m. in lieu of the 
regularly scheduled meeting. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

• David Gervais suggested that all committee heads and task force heads hold 
a meeting to discuss their committee assignments. 

• David Gervais questioned the status of the written annual reports. Maryanne 
Wanaski stated that only two reports had been submitted. Her concerns are 
that these reports must be submitted to the County Board and Springfield by 
February regarding the Historic Preservation Commission accomplishments 
for the past year. All commissioners are requested to hand in reports. 

• David Gervais requested that the Commissioners fill out a questionnaire 
regarding what course they would like to take during the following year. 
Discussion followed. Listed below are some suggestions. 

LIKES 
Awards, plaqueing, joint council meetings were mentioned as some ideas 
most liked. Camaraderie amongst the Commissioners was mentioned the 
most. 
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DISLIKES 
Some of the Commissioners dislikes are the new formality of the meetings, 
low participation at award ceremony's, complicated information that is 
distributed to the public and lack of public awareness. Lack of equal 
workload, no follow through, no discussion of committee reports at the 
meetings were also mentioned. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Commission would like to see increased interest of public, a Fall tour of 
historic sites, more publicity, a focus on public education and more plaqueing 
of historic homes and buildings, historic pictures in government center, better 
communication between commission members. It was suggested that the 
next vacancy be filled by an architect, more interaction with the Historical 
Society, identifying endangered sites, additional in-house education, a yearly 
goal and follow through and joint historic projects were also suggested. 

• Gail Drabant commented that the Preservation Ordinance states that a 
Conservation District liaison be present at all meetings. There has been no 
representative present for months. 

• Maryanne Wanaski suggested putting an ad in the newspaper to promote 
public awareness. Nancy Fike suggested community newsletters would also 
be helpful for advertisement. 

• Nancy Fike suggested joining other types of groups that have an interest in 
County Development. 

• David Gervais commented that Gail Drabant concentrate on Historic 
Preservation Awards. David suggested that Gail make a recommendation of 
members the Awards Road task force at the next meeting. 

• David asked the Commission what recommendations they would have to 
increase more plaqueing. Michael Walkup suggested plaqueing cemeteries. 
David suggested that Michael start a task force to investigate the plaqueing of 
cemeteries. 

• Nancy Fike suggested a joint meeting the Historical Society 
Committee/Historic Site Committee. A suggestion was made to make the 
applications more user friendly. 

• Lack of attendance was noted at Joint Council meetings. Discussion followed 
as to how improve on the attendance of these meetings. A list of all members 
of the Joint Council members will be obtained and everyone will be notified as 
to when the meetings will be held. 

A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Michael to adjourn. Voice vote. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

MARCH 7, 2001 

I. Call to order 
David Gervais called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

II. Roll Call 
Present: David Gervais, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan, 
Gloria Mack and James Pearson 
Absent: Michael Walkup, Jennifer lftner and Tony Howard 

Ill. Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by James Pearson, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to 
approve the minutes of February 7, 2001 as amended. Voice vote; motion 
carried. 

IV. Financial Report/Disbursements 
Maryanne Wanaski presented the disbursement of the Commission's budget. 
See attached sheet. 

V. Matters from the Public 
• None 

VI. Items from Commissioners 
• Denise Collins reported that she is working on designing a Web-site. She 

hopes to have more information at the next scheduled meeting. 
• Gail Drabant stated that a committee should be formed for the Awards Task 

Force. David Gervais, Denise Collins and Gloria Mack volunteered. A motion 
was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to add action item "d" to 
the agenda. Voice vote; motion carried. Gail commented that the 
Commission has been officially requested by the Historical Society to provide 
slides for the presentation of the Historical Sites Map on Saturday, March 10, 
2001. It was suggested that all Commissioners attend. 

• Carrie Koster-Horan stated that she will speak with Jennifer lftner before the 
next meeting to discuss the Endan~ered Sites Sub-Committee. A request 
was made to continue the Marchi meeting to March 19, 2001 at 7:30p.m. 
at the Woodstock Library on Church Street. 

• James Pearson spoke with Clara Vogel regarding the Greenwood School. At 
this time the Village of Greenwood prefers will handle their own projects. 

• Gloria Mack submitted her report (see attached report). 

• David Gervais made the suggestion that when Commissioners submit their 
reports to Michael Walkup they should send a duplicate to his office. (Note: 
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Please send in your reports two weeks prior to the meeting, also if you are not 
submitting a report please send a fax or note stating so.) 

• David Gervais stated that Michael Walkup would like to set up a meeting 
regarding the Historical Sites Task Force. It will be scheduled directly after 
the next meeting. Carrie Koster-Horan and Michael Walkup will be in 
attendance. 

• David Gervais thanked the Commission for submitting their annual reports. 
On March 61

h, David Gervais was appointed by the County Board as 
Chairman. 

• It was noted that the Commission will be short one member in April. 
Discussion followed, 

• David Gervais would like to change the agenda. The staff report will be 
presented before action items on future agendas. 

• Maryanne Wanaski reminded the Commission that they are in compliance 
with the Open Meetings Act because at the beginning of the year the dates of 
the meetings are posted and submitted to newspapers. 

• Maryanne stated that items used by the Survey Committee will be stored in 
the file cabinet in the Department of Planning and Development's conference 
room. 

• The Education Committee consists of Jennifer Ittner, Gloria Mack and Denise 
Collins. They have scheduled to meet on March 26, 2001. 

VII. Business Items/Changes, Additions, Deletions 

A. Action Items 

1. Old Business 
None 

2. New Business 
a. Scenic Road Application 

Gloria Mack submitted a rough draft of the application for the 
Scenic Road Program. She stated that she will be meeting 
with the Highway Department for further discussion. 

b. Action Item 
A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Denise 
Collins to have the Commission go to Executive Session to 
discuss personnel. 

A roll call vote was taken. 

David Gervais- Aye 
Michael Walkup- Absent 
Gail Drabant- Aye 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES- MARCH 7, 2001 
PAGE 3 

Dennis Collins- Aye 
Tony Howard- Absent 
Jennifer lftner- Absent 
Carrie Koster-Horan- Aye 
Gloria Mack- Aye 
James Pearson- Aye 

Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Denise Collins to go out of Executive 
Session. 

XIII. Staff Report 

A roll call vote was taken. 

David Gervais- Aye 
Michael Walkup- Absent 
Gail Drabant- Aye 
Dennis Collins- Aye 
Tony Howard- Absent 
Jennifer lftner- Absent 
Carrie Koster-Horan- Aye 
Gloria Mack- Aye 
James Pearson- Aye 

All aye. Motion carried. Executive Session Closed. 

c. Landmark Photograph Display 
James Pearson presented the Commission with pictures of 
various landmarks that have been plaqued. Discussion 
followed regarding the size, collages, and color. Gail 
Drabant suggested that any new pictures should be taken 
before the bud out. 

d. Awards Ceremony Task Force 
Gail Drabant made a motion, seconded by Denise Collins to 
appoint David Gervais and Denise Collins as members for 
the Awards Ceremony Task force. 
Voice vote; motion carried. Denise Collins and David 
Gervais were appointed. 

• Maryanne Wanaski stated that she spoke with Katherine O'Conner the new 
CLG Manager regarding the submission date of the annual report. It was 
agreed that the date would be changed from January to February. A motion 
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A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Denise Collins to have the 
Commission go to Executive Session.   

 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 
David Gervais – Aye 
Michael Walkup – Absent 
Gail Drabant – Aye 
Dennis Collins – Aye 
Tony Howard – Absent 
Jennifer Iftner – Absent 
Carrie Koster-Horan – Aye 
Gloria Mack – Aye 
 
All aye.  Motion carried. 
 
The Commission discussed that they would like to honor Tony Howard for his 
participation in the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission.  His last 
meeting will be in April.  A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Gail Drabant 
to present Tony with a gift of two engraved glass mugs along with a variety of different 
beverages.  A reservation will be made at the Village Squire Resturant in McHenry for 
the next regular meeting on April 4, 2000 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 
David Gervais – Aye 
Michael Walkup – Absent 
Gail Drabant – Aye 
Dennis Collins – Aye 
Tony Howard – Absent 
Jennifer Iftner – Absent 
Carrie Koster-Horan – Aye 
Gloria Mack – Aye 
 
All aye.  Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Denise Collins to go out of Executive 
Session. 
 
A roll call vote was taken enter regular session. 
 
David Gervais – Aye 
Michael Walkup – Absent 
Gail Drabant – Aye 
Dennis Collins – Aye 
Tony Howard – Absent 
Jennifer Iftner – Absent 
Carrie Koster-Horan – Aye 
Gloria Mack – Aye 
 
All aye.  Motion carried. 
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was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by James Pearson to accept the 
Annual Report as presented. Voice vote; motion carried. 

IX. Committee Information Items 

A. Municipal liaison 
Gloria (chair), Denise. No written report. 

B. Awards 
Gail (chair). No written report. 

C. Historic sites 
Michael (chair), Carrie, Jim. No written report. 

D. Communications and scrapbook 
Gloria (chair), Jennifer, Tony. No written report. 

E. Endangered sites committee 
Carrie (chair), Jennifer, Denise. No written report. 

F. Education 
Jennifer (chair), Gloria, Denise. No written report. 

X. Task force information items 

A. Website 
Denise (chair), Jennifer, Gail 

B. Landmark photograph display 
Jim (chair), Tony, Gail 

C. Scenic road 

Gloria (chair), Carrie, Gail 
Gloria Mack submitted a prototype Scenic Road brochure (see attached). 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to continue the meeting 
to Saturday, March 19, 2001. Voice vote; motion carried. Meeting ended at 8:40p.m. 



NOTICE 

The location for the regularly scheduled 
April 4, 2000 7:00 P.M. 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission meeting 

has been changed to the 

Village Squire Restaurant 
4512 West Elm Street (Rte. 120) 

McHenry, Illinois 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

APRIL 4, 2001 

I. Call To Order 
David Gervais called the meeting to order at 7:15p.m. 

II. Roll Call 
Present: David Gervais, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Tony Howard, Jennifer 
lftner, Carrie Koster-Horan, Gloria Mack and Michael Walkup 
Guests: Mr. Col.lins and Mrs. Walkup 

Ill. Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Denise Collins to approve the 
minutes of March 7, 2001. Voice vote; motion carried. 

IV. Financial Report/Disbursements 
No report 

V. Matters from the Public 
None 

VI. Items from Commissioners 

A. Municipal Liaison 
Gloria (chair), Denise (see report) 

B. Awards 
• Gail (chair), (see report) 
• A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack that a 

letter be drafted by David Gervais and sent to Jeff Jolitz supporting the 
opposition of the western bypass in Algonquin. Voice vote; motion 
carried. 

• A rnotion was rnade by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack that a 
Commission member attend the tour of the Underground Railroad 
Homes in McHenry County on Saturday, June 16, 2001. 

• Gail Drabant amended her motion to read that 3 members from the 
Commission enroll for the Underground Railroad Tour in McHenry 
County at a cost of $45.00 per person taken from the Commission's 
budget. 
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A roll call vote was taken. 

Michael Walkup- Aye 
Gloria Mack- Aye 
Carrie Koster-Horan- Aye 
Jennifer lftner- Aye 
Tony Howard- Aye 
Gail Drabant- Aye 
Denise Collins- Aye 
David Gervais- Aye 

Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Jennifer I finer to accept written 
reports at the time of scheduled meetings. Voice vote; motion carried. 

• Michael Walkup voiced concerns over the preservation of the Dole Mansion. 
A motion was made by Michael Walkup, seconded by Jennifer lftner to send a 
letter of support from the Commission to the Crystal Lake Park District for the 
preservation of the Dole Mansion. 

A roll call vote was taken. 

Michael Walkup- Aye 
Gloria Mack- Aye 
Carrie Koster-Horan- Aye 
Jennifer lftner- Aye 
Tony Howard- Aye 
Gail Drabant- Aye 
Denise Collins -Aye 
David Gervais - Nay 

Motion carried. 

• It was stated that Michael Walkup will draft a letter, signed by Michael and 
approved by David Gervais to the Crystal Lake Park District. 

E. Endangered sites committee 
Carrie (chair), Jennifer, Denise, (see attached report) 

A motion was made by Tony Howard, seconded by Gloria Mack to table the rest of the 
agenda until the next scheduled meeting. Voice vote; motion carried at 7:45 p.m. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

JUNE 6, 2001 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman David Gervais called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL and INTRODUCTION of GUESTS 
Present: David Gervais, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Jennifer Ittner, Carrie 
Koster-Horan, Gloria Mack and Michael Walkup. It was noted that Michael 
Walkup arrived at 7:14p.m. 
Guests: Paul W. Ostrander- Huntley Park District, Jerry W. Nepermann -
Huntley Park District and Charles Yerke- President, Huntley Park District 

A. QUESTION and ANSWER PERIOD RELATED TO DEICKE FARM 
APPLICATION 
A motion made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to suspend 
Roberts Rules. All aye. Motion carried. 

Guests from the Huntley Park District introduced themselves to the 
Commission. David Gervais acknowledged receipt of the packet the Park 
District presented to the Historic Commission in regards to the Deicke Sun 
Valley Farm, located at 12201 West Main Street, Huntley, Illinois. 

Gloria Mack questioned the newer addition to the barn. The newest 
addition on the east end of the barn will be removed. Mr. Yerke, President 
of the Huntley Park District said that lumber would be saved from the 
addition and will be reused. It is speculated that the main barn was built 
in the early 1840's. The second addition was added around the late 
1870's. The newest addition was added in the early 1900's. 

Gail Drabant commented that an official application must be completed 
and submitted before evaluation of the property can be made. Gail asked 
if all buildings on this site were to be considered for land marking. 

Mr. H. Stowell was the original owner of the property. It was noted that 
the National Registry prefers using the original owner's name for 
landmarking. Mr. Edwin F. Deicke purchased the property at a later date. 
He purchased 5 (five) additional farms which bore the name of "Sun Valley 
Farms". Mrs. Edwin Deicke sold land from the farm to the Huntley Park 
District which is being now used as a learning center. Approximately in 
the early 1850's a house was built around the original log cabin. The 
basement shows that original construction of ceilings were logs. It is 
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rumored that slaves were hidden in the small concealed rooms on the 
second floor during the time of the Underground Railroad. Gloria Urch, 
Founder of the Underground Railroad Museum and Ethnic Emporium, 
could not confirm that the house was ever used for that purpose but did 
comment that it was possible. 

Carrie Koster-Horan voiced concerns regarding the name of farm. Park 
representatives explained that it has always been called the Sun Valley 
Farm among local residents. 

Jennifer Ittner commented that landmarking of the whole farm is a good 
idea, but the barn should be considered first. 

Denise Collins suggested that landscaping be kept as original as possible. 
Park District representatives agreed and commented that there are many 
old photographs showing the stone fireplace, peddler pine trees, the 
original fence along with vegetation which is still located on the property. 

Michael Walkup questioned if the original house was going to be kept. He 
was assured that it was. Michael stated that he would prefer to use the 
Stowell/Deicke name. 

Maryanne Wanaski suggested that this restoration project be documented 
from start to finish. A time-line was suggested so the restoration would 
stay in the same period. 

David Gervais would like to see the name "Deicke" included in this project. 
David had concerns about the restoration of this property. He would like 
to see it restored not rebuilt. The Commission did a lengthy review of Rick 
Batt's proposal to rebuild the barn. It was suggested that a committee be 
formed to tour the property and offer any suggestions for restoration. He 
also suggested a time frame be followed so a theme could be developed. 

There was a question regarding the restoration of the siding. Rotted 
beams and boards could be replaced but everything else should just be 
repaired . It was agreed upon by the Commission that restoration is 
important, not rebuilding . 

The Survey Committee which will consist of Michael Walkup and Carrie 
Koster-Horan will meet at the farm on June 181

h at 5:00 p.m. to offer any 
suggestions and recommendations. 

Ill. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 



MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
REVISED MINUTES -JUNE 6, 2001 
PAGE3 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Jennifer lftner to reinstate 
Roberts Rules for approval of the minutes of April4, 2001 . All aye. Motion 
carried. 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Jennifer lftner to approve the 
minutes of April4, 2001. All aye. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Jennifer lftner, seconded by Gloria Mack to suspend 
Roberts Rules for the duration of the meeting. All aye. Motion carried . 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT/DISBURSEMENTS 
• No report 

V. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
• See minutes lA 

VI. ITEMS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS 
There was a two-part motion made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Gail Drabant: 
a) to remove Denise Collins off the Website Task Force and replace her position 

with Jennifer lftner; and 
b) for Denise Collins to chair the Landmark Photograph Display Task Force left 

vacant with Jim Pearson's resignation. 
All aye. Motion carried. 

Gail Drabant requested to be assigned to the Survey Committee. There was a 
motion by Gloria Mack, seconded by Jennifer lftner to assign Gail Drabant to the 
Survey Committee. All aye. Motion carried. 

VII. BUSINESS ITEMS/CHANGES, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS 
• Tabled 

VIII. REPORT FROM STAFF 
A. Maryanne Wanaski stated that the Commission's balance is the same as it 

was last reported. 

B. The format of the agenda and minutes were addressed. It was agreed by 
all Commissioner's that the old format regarding sending out packets with 
the Commission's minutes is preferred. aRa will 6e fellewea e~e~ riAS f~;~hue 
meetiRSS. The new agenda format will be kept and minutes will follow that 
same outline form. 

C. Maryanne will register Denise Collins, Mike Walkup and Carrie Koster
Horan for the Underground Railroad Seminar and check with Springfield to 
see if it qualifies as a CLG requirement. 
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IX. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Municipal liaison: Gloria Mack 

• See attached reports 

B. Awards: Gail Drabant 
• No report 
• Gail noted that each Commission member should submit at least two 

(2) nominations for the October meeting. Awards ceremony will be 
held during the November meeting. 

C. Survey and Landmarking: Michael Walkup 
• No report 
• Michael commented that he contacted Nancy Fike regarding meeting 

with Molly Walsh in June. 
• Michael requested a copy of the McHenry County Rural Historic 

Survey of Nunda Township. 

D. Communications and scrapbook: Gloria Mack 
• See attached reports 

E. Endangered sites: Carrie Koster-Horan 
• No report 
• A meeting will be scheduled with Jennifer Ittner, David Gervais and 

Denise Collins to meet Monday, June 25th at 6:00p.m. 

F. Education: Jennifer Ittner 
• No report 

X. TASK FORCE INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Website: Denise Collins 

• No report 

B. Landmark Photograph Display: Denise Collins 
• No report 

C. Scenic Road: Gloria Mack 
• See attached report 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Gail Drabant at 9:14p.m. to 
continue this meeting to June 18th at 5:00p.m. All aye. Motion carried. 



ROLL CALL 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION -1.. 

DATE- July 11, 2001 ~ 01- fn" 
.·. MEMBERS .. PRESENT .ABSENT 
David Gervais (chair) ~ 

Denise Collins ~ 

Gail Drabant / 
Jennifer Ittner -Carrie Koster-Horan ,/ 

Gloria Mack (vice-chair) ,/ 

Michael Walkup (secretary) ,/ 

STAFF . . 

·. . . ·. .. 

Maryanne Wanaski / 
Nina Campione -

ADVISORS .· 
. 

Carol Lockwood -
Nancy Fike -

GUESTS .· REPRESENTING AND ADDRESS 

BZSHAREIHPC/MEETINGS!ROLLCALL.DOC 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 1, 2001 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: Gloria Mack- Vice Chair, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Jennifer lftner, 
Carrie Koster-Horan and Michael Walkup 
Absent: David Gervais - Chairman 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
Guests: Members of the McHenry County Historical Society: Carol Nordbrok, 
Grace Moline, Greg Arnold, Henry Nell, Karen Thennes, Shelly Trost, Lori 
Wilhelm and Genevieve Hughes 

Ill. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Michael Walkup, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve 
the minutes of July 11, 2001. Voice vote; motion carried. 

A motion was made by Denise Collins, seconded by Jennifer lftner to suspend 
Roberts Rules. Voice vote; motion carried. 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT/DISBURSEMENTS 
No report 

V. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
• Introductions of the members of McHenry County Historic Preservation 

Commission and the Historical Society were made. 
• There was discussion among members from both groups regarding their 

projects and what could be done to avoid duplication. Michael Walkup 
suggested that a written list of each groups work program would be helpful if 
submitted each year. 

• Gail Drabant commented that the media has difficulty distinguishing the 
Preservation Commission and the Historical Society. Grace Moline stated 
that since the groups have similar names the press needs to be educated in 
order to help properly identify each group. 

• Maryanne Wanaski proposed that the term "landmark" not be used by the 
Historical Society. It was noted that the general public does not know the 
difference between the terms "plaqueing" and "landmarking." It was agreed 
that terminology must be addressed. 

• Michael Walkup stated that a more detailed information packet could be 
provided to explain the differences of each organization. This might motivate 
property owners to landmark their property with ordinance protection. 

• Grace Moline suggested that a tour be organized. A cemetery tour and/or an 
endangered sites tour were some of the ideas suggested as a joint project. 
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• It was agreed that the Preservation Commission and the Historical Society 
meet semi-annually. February of 2002 in Annex Building A of the McHenry 
County Government Center was scheduled for the first joint meeting. 

• The meeting concluded with agreement on the following six (6) action items: 
1. Packet information handed out by the Historical Society will include 

identification and clarification of both group's roles regarding historic 
preservation along with advantages of land marking with ordinance 
protection. 

2. The Historical Society will notify HPC of new applicants 
3. The Historical Society will add the word "Honorary" to their plaques. 
4. Both groups will work towards educating the press. 
5. Work on joint projects will begin in 2002. Possible suggestions 

include: bus tour of existing landmarks, cemetery tour in Fall of 2002. 
HPC will investigate potential grant funding. 

6. Endangered Sites slated as a joint project. 

VI. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
• A motion was made by Carrie Koster-Horan, seconded by Jennifer 

lftner to go into executive session. Voice vote; motion carried. 
• A motion was made by Michael Walkup, seconded by Gail Drabant to 

suspend the executive session and return to the regular scheduled 
meeting. Voice vote; motion carried. 

VII. BUSINESS ITEMS/CHANGES, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS 
A. Action Items 

• None 
B. New Business 

• William and Suzanne Nolan have submitted an application to landmark 
their property, located at 21604 Pleasant Grove Road. It was originally 
known as the Riley Cheese & Batter Factory. The submittal is 
attached to these minutes for the Commission's review. 

VIII. STAFF REPORTS 
A. Review of applications for vacancies 

• Maryanne Wanaski stated that the three (3) applications for vacancies 
on the Commission roster will be submitted to the Planning and 
Development Committee and to the Chairman of the County Board on 
August 171

h Appoints should be made prior to the Commission's next 
meeting. 

IX. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Municipal Liaison 

Gloria Mack- (chair), Denise Collins (see reports) 

B. Awards 
Gail Drabant (chair), (see report) 

C. Survey and Landmarking 
Michael Walkup (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan and Gail Drabant 
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• Gail Drabant commented that she would like the Commission to 
entertain the idea of submitting an application for another CLG 
grant in order to survey the remaining townships. 

• Michael Walkup reported that he received a call from Diane Kinning 
regarding the Dole Mansion hearing. That hearing has been 
continued to September. 

D. COMMUNICATIONS AND SCRAPBOOK 
Gloria Mack (chair), Jennifer lftner 

• No report 

E. ENDANGERED SITES COMMITTEE 
Carrie Koster-Horan, Jennifer lftner and Denise Collins 

• No report 

F. EDUCATION 
Jennifer lftner (chair), Gloria Mack and Denise Collins 

• No report 

X. TASK FORCE INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Website 

Jennifer lftner (chair) 
• No report 
• Maryanne Wanaski reported that Information Technology is 

creating a website for the Planning Department. She suggested 
that the Sub-Committee chairman call Cindy Gomez (815-334-
4560) for information concerning linking HPC to that website. 
Discussion followed regarding what information and nomination 
forms to include. 

B. Landmark Photograph Display 
Denise Collins (chair), Michael Walkup and Gail Drabant 

• No report 

C. Scenic Road 
Gloria Mack (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan and Gail Drabant 

• No report 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Jennifer lftner, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to adjourn. 
Voice vote; motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:55p.m. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2001 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by David Gervais at 7:03p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: David Gervais- Chair, Gloria Mack- Vice Chair, Gail Drabant, Kevin Hough, 
Carrie Koster-Horan, David Stack and Michael Walkup 
Absent: Denise Collins and Jennifer lftner 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
Guest: Todd Laughlin 

Ill. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to accept the minutes as 
amended. All aye. Abstained: David Gervais. Motion carried. (See revised minutes; 
attached.) 

In addition, Ms. Drabant also made. corrections to the August 1, 2001 Public Hearing 
Meeting for the Stowell-Deicke (Sun Valley) Farmstead. A motion was made by Michael 
Walkup, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to approve the public hearing minutes as 
amended. All aye. Abstained: David Gervais. Motion carried. (See revised Public 
Hearing minutes; attached.) 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT/DISBURSEMENTS 
• No report 

. V. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Mr. Todd Laughlin introduced himself as a new resident of McHenry County. He 
expressed an interest in working with the Preservation Commission. 

VI. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
• Mr. Kevin Hough and Mr. David Stack were introduced as newly appointed members 

of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission. Chairman Gervais 
encouraged these new members to join any standing Sub-Committee(s). 

• Gail Drabant requested that "Rural Intensive Survey" be added to the agenda as an 
Action Item under New Business. 

• Michael Walkup stated that he had sent a letter to the editor of the Northwest Herald 
in hopes of helping distinguish the difference between the Historic Preservation 
Commission and the McHenry County Historical Society. Mr. Walkup also requested 
that discussion regarding the Dole Mansion be added as an Action Item under New 
Business. 

VII. BUSINESS ITEMS/CHANGES, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS 
A. Action Items 

1. Old Business 
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Roll call vote: 

Gail Drabant - abstain 
Kevin Hough - abstain 
Carrie Koster-Horan - abstain 
Gloria Mack- aye 
David Stack- abstain 
Michael Walkup- aye 
David Gervais - nay 

Motion carried. 

c. David Gervais asked staff to write a welcome letter to Mary 
Keith, MCCD Volunteer Coordinator and our new liaison. (See 
attached letters.) 

VIII. STAFF REPORTS 
• Maryanne Wanaski stated that Commissioners David Gervais, Michael 

Walkup and Jennifer Ittner terms expire in November of 2001. Applications 
for reappointment should be submitted to the P&D Committee in October. 
Forms will be included with the minutes. 

• If the Commission wishes to handout an updated McHenry County Landmark 
List the Stowell-Deicke Farmstead needs to be added. The revised list 
should be returned or emailed to the Planning Department to allow staff 
enough time to make copies to distribute at the Joint Council Meeting. 

IX. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Municipal Liaison- Gloria Mack (chair), Denise Collins 

• See attached report 

B. Awards- Gail Drabant (chair) 
• See attached report 
• Gail Drabant commented that a special meeting will be scheduled after the 

Commission's regular October meeting in order to vote for award winners. 

C. Survey and Landmarking- Michael Walkup (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan 
and Gail Drabant 
• The Survey and Land marking Sub-Committee will continue their meeting to 

Sunday, September 9, 2001 at 11:00. Michael Walkup will contact the Nolan 
Family. 

• The Committee will also survey the 225 East Prairie property in Marengo and 
submit a report for the Housing Authority. (See attached letter.) 

• Gail Drabant commented that she received a call from Nancy Fike and did a 
site inspection for a house at Hebron and Johnson Roads. The owners 
invited the Commission to visit their home and offer any suggestions on their 
renovation. (See Ms. Drabant's attached report.) 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

OCTOBER 3, 2001 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by David Gervais 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: David Gervais- Chairman, Denise Collins, Kevin Hough, Jennifer 
lftner, Carrie Koster-Horan, Gloria Mack, David Stack and Michael Walkup 
Absent: Gail Drabant 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 

Ill. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Michael Walkup, seconded by Gloria Mack to accept the 
minutes of September 5, 2001. All aye. Abstained: Denise Collins and Jennifer 
lftner. Motion carried. 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT/DISBURSEMENTS 
• No report 
• The Commission inquired about the balance in their budget. To date, there 

has been minimal expenditures. 

V. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
• None 

VI. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
• Gloria Mack stated that she would like to add "The Woodstock City Council" 

to the agenda under Action Items. 
• Michael Walkup stated that he would like to add "Guest Editorial" to the 

agenda under Action Items. 

VII. BUSINESS ITEMS/CHANGES, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS 
A. Action Items 

1. Old Business 
• Michael Walkup noted that he had not contacted the Northwest 

Herald regarding a guest editorial. He will work on the project of 
distinguishing the difference between the Historic Preservation 
Commission and the McHenry County Historical Society and 
submit it to the Herald as soon as time permits. 
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• Kevin Hough presented the Commission with information from 
his trip to Springfield for the 2001 Statewide Conference. (See 
attached report.) 

• Mr. Hough questioned the goals of the Commission. He 
suggested that the Commission host a historic statewide 
preservation meeting in McHenry County. The Commission 
voiced interest in this idea. 

• A motion was made by Michael Walkup, seconded by Denise 
Collins to establish a task force to investigate the procedures on 
how to hold a statewide historic preservation meeting. All aye. 
Motion carried. 

• · David Gervais made a recommendation to the Commission that 
Gloria Mack and Kevin Hough co-chair the task force. All aye. 
Denise Collins and Dave Stack also volunteered their help. A 
meeting date will be set. 

• A motion was made by Denise Collins, seconded by Carrie 
Koster-Horan, to transfer Scenic Roads from Task Force Items 
to Standing Committee Reports. All aye. Motion carried. 

• A recommendation was made by David Gervais to add Denise 
Collins to the Scenic Road Committee. Kevin Hough will 
replace Ms. Collins on the Municipal Liaison Committee. All 
aye. Motion carried. 

2. New Business 
• It was brought to the Commission's attention at last month's 

Joint Council meeting that the Woodstock City Council was 
contemplating changing the City's preservation ordinance 
regarding the issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness. The 
City is looking into the possibility of allowing the building 
/planning department the ability to issue Certificates of 
Appropriateness instead of the Preservation Commission in 
order to speed up the permitting process. 

• A motion was made by Michael Walkup, seconded by Dave 
Stack that the Commission send a letter to the City of 
Woodstock opposing any change to the current process of 
issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

Roll call vote: 

Denise Collins- aye 
Kevin Hough - aye 
Jennifer Ittner- aye 
Carrie Koster-Horan -aye 
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Gloria Mack - aye 
Dave Stack -aye 
Michael Walkup - aye 
David Gervais - nay 

Motion carried. (Michael Walkup will follow through and send 
the letter.) 

VIII. STAFF REPORT 
• Maryanne Wanaski stated that Kevin Hough and Dave Stack need to submit 

a Statement of Economic Interest to the County Clerk. 
• Ms. Wanaski asked the Commission if they were interested in Illinois Historic 

calendars. An order will be placed for those interested. 
• A recommendation was made by David Gervais to submit the application from 

Todd Laughlin to the P&D Committee for approval. All aye. The application 
will be submitted to the P&D Committee in October/November to fill Jennifer 
lftner's vacancy. 

• Ms. Wanaski also reminded David Gervais that he must likewise submit his 
application for re- appointment to another term. 

IX. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Municipal Liaison- Gloria Mack (chair), Denise Collins 

• See attached report 

B. Awards- Gail Drabant (chair) 
• See attached report 

C Survey and Landmarking- Michael Walkup (chair), Carrie Koster
Horan and Gail Drabant 
• See attached reports 

D. Communications and Scrapbook- Gloria Mack (chair) and Jennifer 
Ittner 
• No report 

E. Endangered Sites Committee- Carrie Koster-Horan (chair), Jennifer 
Ittner and Denise Collins 
• Jennifer lftner distributed applications (Endangered Site) to 

Commissioners. 

F. Education- Jennifer Ittner (chair), Gloria Mack and Dennis Collins 
• No report 
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G. Joint Council- Gloria Mack (chair) 
• See attached report 

H. Rural Intensive Survey- Gail Drabant (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan 
• See attached report 

X. TASK FORCE INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Website 

• No report 
• Maryanne Wanaski informed the Commission that the Planning 

Department is in the process of putting information on the County's 
web page. The Commission needs to assemble any data, (i.e. 
nomination form, pictures, Scenic Road info, etc.) that would be of 
value/education to residents. 

• Ken Hough stated that he would put together a small layout and submit 
it . 

• A recommendation was made by David Gervais to replace Jennifer 
lftner with Kevin Hough on the Task Force Website. All aye. 

B. Landmark Photograph Display- Denise Collins (chair), Michael 
Walkup and Gail Drabant 
• Denise Collins stated that pictures would be taken of land marked sites 

in November. 

C. Scenic Road- Gloria Mack (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan and Gail 
Drabant 
• See attached report 

Lastly, the Commission thanked Jennifer lftner for all her work. Her dedication and 
commitment is appreciated. She will be missed. 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Dave Stack to continue the meeting 
to October 24, 2001 at 7:00 in the home of Gail Drabant so that the Awards Sub
Committee can present a voting agenda for the Commission on November 7th. All aye. 
Motion carried. The meeting was continued at 8:40 p.m. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 7, 2001 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by David Gervais. 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: David Gervais- Chair, Gail Drabant, Kevin Hough, Carrie Koster
Horan, David Stack and Michael Walkup 
Absent: Gloria Mack 
MCCD Liaison: Mary Keith 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 

Ill. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Kevin Hough to approve the 
minutes of October 3, 2001 with corrections. All aye. Motion carried. 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT/DISBURSEMENTS 
Maryanne Wanaski reported to the Commission that there was approximately 
$1,200 left in the accrued FY-2000 budget that must be invoiced by the end of 
November. These funds have been slated for the Photo Display project for the 
Government Center. 
A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Gail Drabant to add "Photo 
Display" to Action Items. All aye. Motion carried. 
Ms. Wanaski stated that there two plaques ordered for the Huntley Park 
District. The Huntley Park district will be billed for both. 
Ms. Wanaski also informed the Commission that she has submitted a request 
to Cindy Gomez, P & D Department Administrative Assistant to accrue any 
monies remaining from the FY-2001 budget. All Commissioners need to 
submit receipts/invoices for reimbursement as soon as possible. A final 
budget number will be submitted to the Commission after the 1st of the year. 

V. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
• Mary Keith introduced herself as the McHenry County Conservation District 

Liaison. Her expertise is heartily welcomed. 

VI. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
Gail Drabant informed the Commission that the Historical Society is 
sponsoring a photography program. To date, over 200 photographers have 
submitted photos. 

VII. BUSINESS ITEMS/CHANGES, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS 
A. Action Items 

1. Old Business 
• None 



2. New Business 
The Commission discussed the photo display project. A motion 
was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Kevin Hough that David 
Gervais and Denise Collins enter into an agreement with a 
company (either the firm that did the Algonquin display or Erie 
Landmark, Inc.) and request an invoice by November 30, 2001. 

Roll call vote: 

Gail Drabant- aye 
Kevin Hough- aye 
Carrie Koster-Horan - aye 
David Stack - aye 
Michael Walkup- aye 

· David Gervais - aye 

Motion carried. 

VIII. STAFF REPORT 
Maryanne Wanaski distributed meeting dates for 2002 which include changes 
from the 1st Wednesday for the months of January and July due to the 
proximity of New Years and the 4th of July holidays. The calendar will be 
discussed at the December meeting. 
Ms. Wanaski reminded the Commission that December is the beginning of the 
County's fiscal year. As such, a new Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary 
need to be elected at the next meeting. 

IX. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Municipal Liaison- Gloria Mack (chair), Kevin Hough 

• See attached report. 
B. Awards- Gail Drabant (chair) 

• See attached report. 
C. Survey and Land marking- Michael Walkup (chair), Carrie Koster-

Horan, Gail Drabant, David Stack 
See attached report. 
Ms. Drabant submitted a copy of a booklet "At Home in Huntley" that 
was given to the Commission at the Huntley plaqueing ceremony. 
Maryanne Wanaski presented the Commission with a submission for 
landmarking of the Greenwood School (dated 1994) from Mr. Van 
Vogel. It will be filed. Mr. Vogel is still interested in land marking the 
Greenwood School but it appears that the Village may form its own 
Preservation Commission. 

D. Communications and Scrapbook- Gloria Mack (chair) 
• No report. 



E. Endangered Sites Committee- Carrie Koster-Horan (chair) , Denise 
Collins 

See attached report. 
A request was made for additional application forms for endangered 
sites. Maryanne Wanaski will contact Jennifer Ittner for the original art 
work and order a ream of paper for the forms. 

F. Education- Gloria Mack (chair), Denise Collins 
• No report. 

G. Joint Council- Gloria Mack (chair) 
• No report. 

H. Rural Intensive Survey- Gail Drabant (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan, 
Kevin Hough 

See attached report. 
Maryanne Wanaski submitted a request to Springfield for a CLG grant. 
The Commission's copy was passed around for review. 
Questions were asked pertaining to the preservation of farmland and 
the Kane County program. Mary Keith, MCCD Liaison volunteered to 
research this issue and report back to the Commission. 

I. Scenic Road -Gloria Mack (chair), Carrie Koster-Horan, Denise 
Collins, Gail Drabant 
• No report. 

X. Task Force Information Items 
A. Website 

Kevin Hough and Maryanne Wanaski will meet and put together a 
proposal. 

XI. Miscellaneous Items 
There was discussion of where the December meeting should be held. This 
meeting would be a combination of Christmas and a farewell to Jennifer Ittner. 

Roll call vote: 
Gail Drabant - abstain 
Michael Walkup- 1776 
Carrie Koster-Horan- abstain 
Kevin Hough- Joey T's 
David Stack - Joey T's 
David Gervais - Joey T's 

The regular meeting was adjourned and the Commission was shown slides of 
the nominees for preservation awards. Votes were tallied and winners will be 
presented certificates on Wednesday, November 28th at the Historical 
Museum in Union, Illinois. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
December 5, 2001 

Joey T's on the Fox 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by David Gervais sometime between the appetizers 
and entrees. 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: David Gervais- Chair, Gail Drabant, Kevin Hough, David Stack, Gloria 
Mack, Denise Collins 
Absent: Michael Walkup, Carrie Koster-Horan, Todd Laughman and Mary Keith 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski 
Guests: Ed Collins, Diane Stack, Jennifer lftner, Corryn Antonizio 

Ill. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Denise Collins to approve the 
minutes of November 7, 2001 with the following correction on page 3, "Awards date 
should read November 14th instead of November 2ih" All aye. Motion carried. 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT/DISBURSEMENTS 
Maryanne Wanaski reported to the Commission that all bills and/or receipts need to 
be turned into Cindy Gomez, Administrative Assistant, for reimbursement as soon as 
possible. 
The Commission's remaining monies for the 2000-2001 budget have been accrued. 

V. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Ed Collins requested a local landmark inventory list for MCCD files. Gail Drabant 
provided that information. 

VI. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS: Election of New Commission Officers 
A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to nominate Gloria 
Mack, Commission Chairman. All aye. Motion carried. 
A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Denise Collins to nominate Carrie 
Koster-Horan, Vice-Chair. All aye. Motion carried. 
A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to nominate David 
Stack, Secretary. All aye. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to suspend Robert's 
Rules. All aye by roll call vote. Motion carried. 

VII. STAFF REPORT 
Maryanne Wanaski reminded all Sub-Committee Chairman that write-ups for the 
Commission's annual report need to be drafted by the January meeting. 
Badges will be ordered for Carrie Koster-Horan, David Stack, Kevin Hough and Todd 
Laughman. 
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VIII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
The Village of Huntley requested a letter be sent by the Commission regarding the 
acceptance of Woodstock Street so that the engineering firm can submit a final 
request for payment. Gail Drabant will attend to this matter. 
See attached report from Gail Drabant. 
See attached list of award winners. 
See attached information (letters/research data) related to award's program. 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
The Commission expressed their sincere thanks to out-going Chairman, David 
Gervais. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
The "formal/business" portion of the meeting adjourned as dinner was served. 
Camaraderie continued. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
MINUTES 

JANUARY 9, 2002 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order by Gloria Mack at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

 Present:  Gloria Mack (chair), Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, 
Kevin Hough, Carrie Koster-Horan (vice-chair), Todd Laughman, David Stack 
(secretary) and Mary Keith 

 Absent:  Michael Walkup 

 Staff:  Jim Houge and Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 A motion was made by Dave Stack, seconded by Denise Collins to approve 
the minutes of December 5, 2001 as amended.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached by Gloria Mack 

 Proposed committee assignments for 2002 were discussed.  See attached 
list. 

 There was discussion regarding the date of the Joint Council meeting.  The 
meeting date was changed from March 27, 2002 to March 20, 2002.  The 
Prairie View Education Center was suggested as the meeting place. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. SURVEY 

 Special Projects  
Endangered Sites 
David Stack informed the Commission about the South Street Bridge 
located in Woodstock.  Tom Boothey an architecial engineer only two 
bridges that have used this building technique (the other located in 
Minnesota) in the country and Mr. Stack feels that the bridge is very 
rare and should be preserved.  He will contact the Mayor of Woodstock 
and Nancy Baker for input on preservation of the bridge. 
 
See attached report from Carrie Koster-Horan. 
 

        Rural Survey 
See attached report submitted by Gail Drabant 

         
         Ms. Drabant volunteered to deliver the Stillwell-Huntley Barn plaque. 
 
 B. AWARDS 
        See attached report from Gail Drabant. 
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C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON 

 No report 
 

D. COMMUNICATIONS 
Special Projects 
David Gervais commented that he would like to hold a special meeting for 
discussion of Preservation Week Activities. 
 
There was discussion by Gloria Mack regarding Preservation Week.  Ms. 
Mack suggested that the press be contacted to attend the presentation of 
the Photo Display.  It was agreed that the 2nd week of May would be a 
good time for the unveiling.  It was suggested that the newspaper be 
contacted and request one/two photographs be printed for one week along 
with a description of the landmark to promote interest in the public.  

 
E. EDUCATION 
 Special Projects 

See report by Gloria Mack 
 
Denise Collins recommended inviting Historical speakers to the Joint 
Council meeting. 
 
Kevin Hough stated that he is working with Maryanne Wanaski on the    
Commission’s Web-site.  Mr. Hough would welcome any input from the 
Commission. 

 
 F. SCENIC ROADS 
  See report by Gloria Mack 
 
VI. REPORT BY STAFF 
 None 
 
VII. ONGOING BUSINESS 
 None 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 None 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Gail Drabant to adjourn.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 
 

 
  



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 6, 2002 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order by Gloria Mack at 7:04 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

 Present:  Gloria Mack, Carrie Koster-Horan, David Stack, Gail Drabant, David 
Gervais, Kevin Hough and Todd Laughman  

 Absent:  Denise Collins, Michael Walkup and Mary Keith 

 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MIINUTES 

 A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve the 
minutes January 9, 2002 as amended.  All aye.  Motion carried.   

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report by Gloria Mack 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. SPECIAL PROJECTS 

1. Survey:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant; Michael Walkup 

 David informed the Commission that he and Gloria Mack attended the 
City of Woodstock Preservation Commission meeting to discuss the 
South Street Bridge.  Mr. Pfannkuche agreed on the importance of the 
bridge.  Gloria Mack commented that she would contact Nancy Baker 
for any additional information from the UP Railroad.   

 
   Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 See attached report 

 There was discussion among the Commission regarding their authority 
to plaque within the City limits.   

 
2. Rural Intensive Survey: Gail Drabant, Chair 

 See attached report 

 Gail announced to the Commission that the CLG Grant has been 
approved by Springfield for the total amount requested.  Madelyn 
Gumble is the new grant manager.   

 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan 
to accept the grant from Springfield. 

 The Commission thanked Maryanne Wanaski for all the prep work that 
went into preparing the CLG Grant.  It is greatly appreciated. 
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Roll call vote: 

Gail Drabant – aye 
David Gervais – aye 
Kevin Hough – aye 
Carrie Koster-Horan – aye 
Todd Laughman – aye 
David Stack – aye 
Gloria Mack – aye 

  
Motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

 

 The grant’s paperwork must be presented to Sue Ehardt, Director of the 
Department of Planning and Development and then to the P&D 
Committee.  It was suggested that Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-
Horan first meet with Ms. Wanaski. 

 
B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 

 It was noted by Maryanne Wanaski that a Comprehensive Landmark list 
is needed by the end of the month to be included with the annual report.  
Ms. Drabant stated that she would mail the list to Ms. Wanaski. 

 
C. MUNICIAPL LIAISON, David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report by Gloria Mack 

 David Gervais and Gloria Mack will attend the meeting in Greenwood to 
discuss the “Greenwood School”.  Maryanne Wanaski explained to the 
Commission that we would need an intergovernmental agreement since 
Greenwood is now incorporated. 

 The law firm of Franks, Gerkin and McKenna is now representing the 
Village of Greenwood.  David Gervais volunteered to contact them for 
additional information regarding the Village and the annexation of Galt 
Airport. 

 David Gervais voiced concern over the preservation of Valley Hi.  There 
was discussion about the historical significance of the property and the 
building.  David commented that at one time it was the County poor 
farm.  There is also a cemetery located on the property.  David would 
like the Survey Committee to research this project.   

 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack to have 
the Survey Committee investigate the preservation of Valley Hi.  All aye.  
Motion carried.  David Gervais and Todd Laughmann volunteered their 
services for the Valley Hi project. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 There was discussion regarding the Joint Council meeting between 
McHenry County Historical Society and the McHenry County Historic  
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 Commission.  It will be held on March 20, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Prairie View Education Center (see attached notice). 

 
D. COMMUNICATION: Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 

  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.     STATEWIDE PRESERVATION CONFERENCE 2003 

 Kevin Hough reported that he contacted Springfield for information on 
applications from previous years for the Statewide Preservation 
Conference.  Mr. Hough requested the Commission to e-mail him 
(kmhough@hotmail.com) with recommendations of sites to tour. 

 Maryanne Wanaski suggested contacting the Woodstock Chamber of 
Commerce for a schedule of their events.  The newspaper should also 
be contacted for advertisement.   

 Todd Laughmann suggested that a list of different locations be made 
available and presented to attendees. 

 
2.     WEBSITE 

 No report 
 

E. EDUCATION: Michael Walkup and Denise Collins, Co-chairs; David Gervais 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.     LANDMARK PHOTO DISPLAY 

 Gail Drabant volunteered to take photographs for the Landmark 
Photography Display.  This will be done in March. 

 
2.      SCRAPBOOK 

 See attached report by Gloria Mack 
 

F. SCENIC  STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report by Todd Laughman 

 There was discussion as to the colors and logos for the scenic road 
sign.  A motion was made by Todd Laughmann, seconded by Carrie 
Koster-Horan that brown and white would be the acceptable color.  All 
aye.  Motion carried.  The Commission discussed what logo could be 
used on the signs.  It was agreed that the sign would say “McHenry 
County Scenic Road”.  A list of ideas was drafted and Chuck Marke from 
the Department of Planning and Development will have some mock-ups 
for the Commission to see at the March meeting. 

 
VI. REPORT FROM STAFF 

 Maryanne Wanaski commented that copies of the grant would be made for Gail 
Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan.   
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 Ms. Wanaski suggested that a timetable of activities would be very helpful for staff.  
She will have a large calendar at the March meeting and asked Commissioners to 
come a few minutes early and pencil in activities and deadlines.  

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 None 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT   

 The meeting was continued at 8:40 p.m.  The date will be posted for the next meeting.  



 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA 

MARCH 6, 2002 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

A. SURVEY:     David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant, Michael Walkup 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 

  1. Endangered Sites:     Carrie Koster-Horan 
  2. Rural Intensive Survey:     Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 
 
  B. AWARDS:      Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
  
  C. MUNICIAPL LIAISON:     David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1. Joint Council:     Gloria Mack 
 
  D. COMMUNICATIONS:    Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1. Statewide Preservation Conference 2003:     Kevin Hough 
  2. Website:     Kevin Hough 
 

E. EDUCATION:     David Gervais and Denise Collins, Co-Chairs 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1. Landmark Photo Display:     David Gervais, Denise Collins 
  2. Scrapbook:     Gloria Mack, Denise Collins 
 

F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:     Todd Laughman, Chair  
   

VI. REPORT FROM STAFF 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

Planning/HPC/Agenda/Agenda 2002/March 6 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

APRIL 3, 2002 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Gloria Mack. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin Hough, 
Carrie Koster-Horan and David Stack 

 Absent:  Mary Keith, Todd Laughman and Michael Walkup 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack to approve the 
minutes of February 6, 2002 as presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached March and April reports 
 There was discussion regarding where to hold the Joint Council meeting in 

September.  Katherine O’Connor from IHPA is scheduled to be the featured speaker.  
The Raue Center was discussed.  Gail Drabant will contact Diana Kenney to see if 
Crystal Lake would be receptive to hosting the meeting.  

 As requested, Joint Council labels were given to Gloria Mack.  Gloria and Nancy Fike 
will trim the mailing list down to address participating members. 

 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Dave Stack to recommend David 
Gervais contact the attorney for the Village of Greenwood to discuss developing an 
intergovernmental agreement between the Preservation Commission and the Village 
of Greenwood.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant,  
 See attached reports  
 There was discussion among Commission members regarding the preservation 

of the director’s house at Valley Hi.  Mr. Stack will fill out an informal score sheet 
present it to the Commission for their input. 

 It was noted that Michael Walkup has all of the materials from the Survey 
Committee. These items are needed by the Commission.  David Gervais will 
contact Mr. Walkup and request he return these items. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
 An original form was reproduced by the Department’s Graphic Manager.  

Copies will be made and handed out at the next meeting. 
 

2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 
 See attached report  
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B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 
 It was noted that the 2002 application will be included with the minutes. 
 It was requested that the newspapers be contacted for advertisement of the 

awards nominations.  The cost of advertisement was discussed and ideas from 
Commissioners were requested. 

 A copy of the McHenry County Comprehensive Landmark List was distributed to 
the Commission (see attached list). 

 
C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 The Commission discussed the Village of Greenwood’s Preservation Ordinance.  
Gail Drabant questioned Article II, #15 of the by-laws.  David Gervais explained 
that Greenwood School was plaqued when the Village of Greenwood was 
unincorporated and that the grandfather clause did not provide protection to the 
school.  It was suggested that an inter-governmental agreement be drawn up 
with Greenwood pertaining to this specific structure.   

 David Gervais voiced concerns regarding the Spring Grove silo site.  It was the 
first upright silo and the Commission is concerned about preserving the site.  
David Gervais and Gloria Mack will send a letter to the Village of Spring Grove 
congratulating their incorporation along with encouragement regarding the 
significance of this silo site. 

 
D. COMMUNICATION:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 
 

 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1. Statewide Preservation Conference:  Kevin Hough 

 Kevin Hough discussed his ideas for the Statewide Preservation Conference.  
The date might have to be changed to 2004 as the Conference in 2003 will 
be held most likely somewhere other than the six-county Chicago Metro area.  
Location for the conference is a concern.  It was decided that the City of 
Woodstock would be an ideal place because of its historical significance.  It 
was suggested that Lisa Kelly from the Woodstock Chamber of Commerce 
be contacted for suggestions of meeting places.  Kevin will also send a letter 
to Nancy Baker who not only works for the City’s planning division but also is 
the liaison to the Woodstock Preservation Commission. 
o Presentations from local historical groups were suggested.  
o Transportation is a major issue.  Buses were suggested as a use of 

transportation to the different sites. 
o Kevin has concerns regarding the advertisement of the conference.   
o It was suggested that the Woodstock Independent be contacted   

because of the expense of advertising in the Northwest Herald. 
 

 2. Website:  Kevin Hough 
 No report 

 
E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Davis Gervais; Co-chairs, Michael Walkup 
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 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
1. Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 

 Denise Collins and Gail Drabant will meet on Friday April 12, 2002 to take 
pictures of landmarks for the photo display.   

 
2. Scrapbook:  Denise Collins, Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 
 Gloria reminded the Commission that she has collected all the scrapbook 

materials from Jennifer Iftner and a special meeting/work session is 
scheduled on April 13, 2002 to sort and organize the material.   

  
F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 The Commission was shown different ideas for a Scenic Street Sign design.  
Suggestions were made.  It was decided to use brown and white for the signs 
along with a picturesque road and antique car.  Preferences were expressed and 
Chuck Marke from the Department of Planning and Development will work up the 
final draft. 
 

VI. REPORT FROM STAFF 
 Maryanne Wanaski presented the Commission with a large calendar and asked 

members to pencil in activities and deadlines.  This would be very helpful to staff. 
 Maryanne informed the Commission that the annual report is ready to be sent to 

Springfield.  Kevin Hough and Todd Laughman’s resumes are needed. 
 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 No report 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 No report 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was continued at 8:40 p.m. to April 13, 2002 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
McHenry Township office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

MAY 1, 2002 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Gloria Mack 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin Hough and Todd Laughman  
Absent:  Denise Collins, Carrie Koster-Horan, David Stack, Michael Walkup and Mary 
Keith 

 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant to approve the minutes of April 3, 2002 as 
corrected, seconded by Kevin Hough.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan  

 See attached report 
 Commissioners noted for the record that Mr. and Mrs. Urban, owners of the 

parcel where the Witness Tree is located, are in the process of selling their 
property.  (Maryanne Wanaski reminded the Commission that protection of the 
Witness Tree is tied to the “land” and not the “owners.”)  The Rudolphus 
Hutchinson House (House of Seven Gables) is also on the market. 

 As requested by the Committee at the April meeting, Maryanne distributed a 
report regarding Valley Hi that was previously submitted to the County Board. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS:   
1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
 The ES form has been copied onto light grey paper for Commission use.  

A copy of the new form will be included with this month's minutes. 
 Status of the press release was discussed for the 2001 awards. 

 
2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 See attached report 
 Gail Drabant informed the Commission that survey work has begun.  

Burton Township photos have been taken.  This was accomplished 
before the trees began to leaf.  Richmond Township pre-field paperwork 
is in progress.  (Ms. Drabant also informed the Commission that she and 
Ms. Collins photographed all of the County’s landmarks for the Photo 
Display before leaf-out began.  See Photo Display report for further 
details.) 
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 Maryanne Wanaski explained the procedure of the rural survey and 
showed Commission members how field forms were prepared. 

 
B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 
 The 2002 Awards form was mailed with last month’s minutes.  Commissioners 

have all summer to seek and turn-in nominations.   
 Commission members discussed the possibility of holding the “Awards” every 

other year as opposed to every year.  Ms. Drabant commented that the 
Commission is already committed to this year’s program, but that the suggestion 
should be re-addressed at a later date.    

 
C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 No report 
 No progress to report with the Village of Greenwood and in particular the 

Greenwood School.  David Gervais noted that a new attorney for the Village has 
been appointed.  Mr. Gervais will follow-up and report back to the Commission. 
 

 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
1. Joint Council:  Gloria Mack  

 Ms. Mack will contact Diana Kenny regarding the use of the Raue Center 
in Downtown Crystal Lake as the location for the next Joint Council 
meeting.   

 
D. COMMUNICATION:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

1. Statewide Preservation Conference 2003:  Kevin Hough 
 Kevin Hough will try to find a proposal submitted to the State for a past 

conference to use as a reference for the Commission’s application. 
 Hotel accommodations were discussed for the conference, as was the 

transportation issue. 
 

2. Website:  Kevin Hough 
 No report 
 Commission noted that photos taken for the Government Center’s photo 

display could also be used for the website.  See STAFF REPORT for 
additional details. 

 
E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins and David Gervais; Co-chairs  

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 

1. Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 
 It was suggested that, if possible, the landmark photo display be 

presented to the County Board during Preservation week. 
 David Gervais requested a special meeting be scheduled for Tuesday, 

May 7th at 11:00 in the Department of Planning and Development 
conference room to discuss the photo display. 
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2. Scrapbook:  Denise Collins, Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 
 Gail Drabant commented that Gloria Mack sorted through all the material 

by herself.  The project is completed and articles have been distributed to 
appropriate Committees. 

 
F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 Todd Laughman and Gloria Mack agreed to meet after this meeting to discuss 
technicalities of the program.  Mr. Laughman had questions regarding the cost of 
this project and who will be paying for it. 

 An Algonquin Township resident requested a copy of Commission’s packet.  She 
expressed interest in helping with this program.  Mr. Laughman will follow up. 

 Gloria Mack commented that she will speak to Chuck Majercik, the McHenry 
County Highway Commissioner, to see if he would assign one of his staff to help 
with the Scenic Street/Road project. 

 
IV. REPORT BY STAFF  

 Maryanne Wanaski suggested using the photos from the Landmark Display on the 
County’s webpage.  All the Commission need do is submit to the Information 
Technology (IT) Department information related to the Commission’s goals, work 
program and landmark requirements along with the photos.  In addition to helping 
develop a link to the Commission, IT will be able to keep HPC material updated on a 
regular basis.   

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 The Commission will consider submitting an IHPA Award’s application next year.   
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 The Commission will discuss and vote on excusing Michael Walkup from active 
member participation at the June meeting.   

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was continued at 8:35 p.m. to May 7, 2002 for discussion of the Photo 
Display in the Department of Planning and Development conference room. 

 



McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

JUNE 5, 2002 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by Chairperson Gloria Mack. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Kevin Hough, Mary Keith, 
Carrie Koster-Horan, Todd Laughman and David Stack 
Absent:  David Gervais and Michael Walkup 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A motion was made by Gail Drabant to approve the minutes of May 1, 2002 as 
corrected, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 

 See attached report 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair;  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
  1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
  2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 See attached report 
 
 B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 
 
 C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 No report 

 Discussion regarding the Greenwood School with the Village 
and Preservation Commission are on hold.  No progress has 
been made regarding an intergovernmental agreement. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1. Joint Council:  Gloria Mack 

 See attached report   
 

D. COMMUNICANICATION:  Kevin Hough, Chair;  Todd Laughman 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
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1. Statewide Preservation Conference 2003:  Kevin Hough 

 See attached report 

 The Commission discussed some proposed reception sites.  
The Underground Railroad, dousing, flags, civil war monuments 
were some of the ideas suggested for session topics.  

 Nancy Fike from the Historic Society will be invited to be one of 
the speakers. 

 Mr. Ed Collins from the Conservation District will be contacted to 
see if he would be interested in giving a presentation. 

 A trip to Glacial Park was suggested as a field trip along with a 
visit to the Powers-Walker house.   

 Kevin Hough and Maryanne Wanaski will check into the best 
procedure for submitting press releases to the Northwest 
Herald. 

 
2. Website:  Kevin Hough 

  No report 
 

E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins and David Gervais; Co-chairs 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1. Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 

 The landmark photographs were discussed.  The Commission 
suggested using older photographs of landmarks.  Maryanne 
suggested that the pictures should be kept in contextual 
conformity so that any additional landmarks would be 
consistent.     

 Denise Collins will contact Nancy Fike for her input on the 
photograph display. 

2. Scrapbook:  Denise Collins, Gloria Mack 

 Gloria suggested that “Scrapbook” be removed from the agenda 
since the project has been completed. 

 
F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 

 Todd Laughman stated that once a road was approved as a 
“Scenic Road” he would write up a press release for the 
newspapers. 

 There was discussion regarding the design of the scenic road 
sign. 

 
IV. REPORT BY STAFF 

 Maryanne Wanaski asked if anyone was interested in attending the seminar 
for Post-World War II Resources at the Harold Washington Library Center.  
Please call and staff will submit registration forms. 
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 Maryanne inquired if the Commission was interested in joining The Illinois 
Heritage Association.  A bill was received for $30.00.  A motion was made by 
Gail Drabant seconded by Denise Collins to cancel membership.  All aye.  
Motion carried. 

 The Block Grant application was discussed because Historic Preservation is 
eligible for funding.  There will be a technical workshop on June 12th and June 
17th.   Applications are due on July 31, 2002 for any requested funds.  Gail 
Drabant suggested that the Historical Society (Nancy Fike), the Village of 
Huntley and Diana Kenney be advised.   

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 No report 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 The Commission discussed the non-active membership of Michael Walkup.  
David Gervais volunteered to pick up the box of the Commission’s material 
that is in the possession of Mr. Walkup.  There was a motion made by Kevin 
Hough seconded by Todd Laughman to have Gloria Mack, as Chairperson, 
write a letter to Michael Walkup to ask for resignation and/or show cause as 
to why he should remain an active member on the Commission with a 
requested return by Tuesday July 9, 2002.  No response would mean 
automatic termination.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 With the possibility of a vacancy any recommendations for new members 
from different areas of the County would be appreciated.  Jennifer Iftner will 
be contacted for suggestions from the Harvard area. 

 It was noted that the plaque for the Allendale Bridge has not been mounted.  
Gloria volunteered to contact the Greenwood Road Commissioner for his 
help. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Cary-Koster Horan Carrie 
Koster-Horan to continue the meeting to a special Committee meeting for 
discussion of landmark photographs.  All aye.  The meeting was continued at 
8:15 p.m. to a Committee meeting at a future date. 



McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

July 10, 2002 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Gloria Mack 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, David Gervais, Kevin Hough, David Stack, Carrie 
Koster-Horan and Todd Laughman  
Absent:  Michael Walkup, Gail Drabant, Denise Collins and Mary Keith 

 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion made by David Stack to approve the minutes of June 5th as corrected; 
seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan.  Five (5) ayes, one (1) abstention; motion carried. 

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan  

 No report. 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS:   
1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 Commission directed staff to add department’s phone number and email 
address to the ES form.  Ms. Koster-Horan gave forms to fellow 
Commissioners for distribution throughout County (chambers of 
commerce, libraries, paint/ hardware stores, etc.) 

 Staff will inquire if McHenry County government has a booth at the 
County Fair.  Commission feels forms should be made available to public 
if possible at fair. 

 
2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
 

B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 No report 
 

C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 No report 

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 

1. Joint Council:  Gloria Mack  
 Ms. Mack told the Commission that Nancy Fike will park the James 

Mobile Museum outside of the Raue Center the night of the Joint Council 
meeting. 
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D. COMMUNICATION:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

1. Statewide Preservation Conference 2003:  Kevin Hough 
 Kevin Hough took newspaper articles that focused on Woodstock’s 

sesquicentennial to be used for background information/material for 
conference application. 

 According to Mr. Hough, there is no formal application form.  The 
Commission’s goal is to submit a packet to LPCI and Springfield by 
September.  A suggestion was made to ask for a “decision” date so that 
Commission time and energy is not wasted. 

 
2. Website:  Kevin Hough 

 No report 
 

E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins and David Gervais; Co-chairs  
 

 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
1. Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 

 David Gervais will call Denise Collins and Gail Drabant regarding old 
photos of landmarks.  Commission suggested that old photos be 
compared to the new photographs recently taken before any more 
retakes are planned.  Mr. Gervais will also contact Nancy Fike to see 
what is available through the Historical Society. 

 
F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 P&D Graphics Department will redo sign examples.  Staff will then forward on to 
Mr. Laughman and Ms. Mack for their review prior to next month’s meeting.   

 Mr. Laughman will contact submitted names and begin to form the Scenic Road 
Committee by September.   

 
IV. REPORT BY STAFF  

 No report 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 None   
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

 Mr. Gervais’ letter to Mr. Michael Walkup (included in packet) will be sent out on July 
11, 2002 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 At 7:55 a motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Todd Laughman to 
adjourn; all ayes, motion carried. 

 

 



McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 7, 2002 
 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Todd Laughman and David 
Stack 

 Absent:  Kevin Hough, Carrie Koster-Horan, Michael Walkup and Mary Keith 
 Guest:  Tom Conley 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 See attached 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by David Gervais to approve the minutes of August 7, 2002 
as corrected; seconded by Todd Laughman.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 
V. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 
 
VI. STANDING COMMITTEE 
 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 There was discussion regarding Woodstock’s South Street Bridge.  A 
Landmark application was submitted by Allen Stebbins to the Woodstock 
Preservation Commission.  The Woodstock Independence newspaper 
published an article about the bridge and contacted David Stack for 
additional information.  

 
      SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
      1.   Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
 

2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 See attached report 
 

B.   AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 
 
 



MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRERSERVATION COMMISSION 
AUGUST 7, 2002 – MINUTES 
PAGE 2 

 
 

C.   MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair:  Gloria Mack 

 No report 

 David Gervais stated that he will have information regarding Greenwood 
Township for the September meeting. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS  
1.   Joint Council:  Gloria Mack 

 Gloria Mack and Nancy Fike will update the Joint Council mailing list.  
Staff will type the list (see attached list). 

 Ms. Mack commented that she expected a very good turn out for the 
Joint Council meeting at the Raue Center.  Katherine O’Conner from 
the State’s Office of Preservation will be the speaker.   

 
      2.   Website:  Kevin Hough 

 No report 
 

E.   EDUCATION:  Denise Collins and David Gervais; Co-chairs 
 
       SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
        1.   Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 

 There was discussion regarding who the contact company was for the 
Landmark Photo Display.   

 Gloria Mack suggested the commission soon decide what pictures to 
accept and which may need to be redone. 

 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Dave Stack to 
send the pictures that commission has agreed upon to the printing 
company.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 
F.   SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report  

 There was discussion regarding the scenic sign samples.  A sample 
of the scenic signs will be attached to the minutes.  There will be 
further discussion at the next meeting. 

 Mr. Laughman would like to have a ceremony when the Scenic Road 
signs are put up.  It was suggested that a certificate could be 
presented to the nominator.   

 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 

 Maryanne Wanaski distributed a newspaper article about McHenry 
County’s Historic Tour.   

 Maryanne presented the Commission with material about the 22nd Annual 
Statewide Conference (LPCI) which will be held in Chicago September 
12th through the 14th.   
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 Maryanne stated that the Raue Center contract for the Joint Council 
meeting was signed by Mr. Tryon and the agreement and a Certificate of 
insurance will be attached and sent to the Raue Center. 

 A list of contractors was requested by the City of McHenry for restoration 
of the Mass Barn. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
IX. OLD BUSINESS 

 There was discussion among the Commission regarding the status of Mr. 
Michael Walkup.   

 The Commission directed staff to submit a memo to the Planning and 
Development Committee regarding Mr. Walkup’s termination. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Todd Laughman to 
adjourn.  All aye.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 



 
 

McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
September 4, 2002 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Gloria Mack 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Denise Collins, Carrie Koster-
Horan, David Stack, Kevin Hough  
Absent:  Todd Laughman, Michael Walkup and Mary Keith 

 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant to approve the minutes of August 7, 2002 with 
corrections (Joint Council mailing labels need to be updated; Gail Drabant will work with 
staff), seconded by David Gervais.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 Nancy Ellison, Coordinator for the Kids on Campus Program sponsored by McHenry 

County College, explained the program’s goals and objectives which mainly focus on 
involving elementary school children (grades 5-8) in local history and architecture.  Ms. 
Ellison hopes to promote volunteerism by training these children to act as guides, 
workers, etc.  Ms. Mack invited Ms. Ellison to speak at the next Joint Council meeting.  
See attached handout. 

 
V. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 
 
VI. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan  

 See attached reports 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS:   
1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 Ms. Koster-Horan met with the manager of Arnold Electric to discuss the 
status of the railroad shed, a holdover from the old Elgin-Belvidere 
Electric Rail line, which is located on Arnold Electric property in Marengo.  
According to the manager, the building is “unsound and should come 
down.”  Ms. Koster-Horan took pictures.  Dorothy Otis and Joe Kunsky 
are working on preserving and moving the shed to the Railway Museum 
in Union. 

 
2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 Ms. Drabant asked staff to include a copy of the barn/outbuilding typology 
approved by Springfield with Commission minutes. 

 
B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 Nominations are needed; each Commissioner is asked to submit two 
nominations. 
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C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 No report 

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 

1. Joint Council:  Gloria Mack  
 It appears that the Raue Center and the County have reached an 

agreement regarding the “hold harmless” clause/ insurance issue and that 
the Joint Council meeting will be held as scheduled. 

 Ms. Drabant will help staff update the mailing list. 
 

D. COMMUNICATION:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 
 

 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1. Statewide Preservation Conference 2003:  Kevin Hough 

 No report 
 

2. Website:  Kevin Hough 
 No report 

 
E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins and David Gervais; Co-chairs  

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS: 

1. Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 
 Erie Landmark Company has been sent digitized photos for the display.  

The Commission decided that the “landmark name and circa” would be 
printed on each photo. 

 
F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 Commission voted for the “car and rectangular box area” as the identification and 
logo for the Scenic Road Program.  The Commission also voted unanimously to 
defer the type of numbering system to the Scenic Road Sub-Committee.  

 Once an application has been approved, the Commission decided to have staff 
sent out a congratulatory letter to adjacent property owners. 

 
 
VII. REPORT BY STAFF  

 Ms. Wanaski told the Commission that P&D referred Mr. Walkup’s situation to the full 
County Board.  Staff will draft a resolution for the Board’s September 16th agenda. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 None   
 
IX. OLD BUSINESS 

 See Chairman’s report, regarding Mr. Conley. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 Mr. Gervais made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Collins; all aye.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

 



McHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

OCTOBER 2, 2002 
 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin Hough, Carrie Koster-
Horan and David Stack 

 Absent:  Denise Collins, Mary Keith and Todd Laughman 
 Guests:  Mr. & Mrs. James Glosson and Steve Rooney 
 Staff:  Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant seconded by Dave Stack to approve the 
minutes of September 4, 2002.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 See attached report 

 Mr. Steve Rooney, current resident of the home located at 1019 South River 
Road, McHenry, Illinois expressed concerns regarding the IDNR’S planned 
demolition construction of a bike path.  Mr. Rooney explained that IDNR 
believes that demolition of the home and re-routing the bike path instead of 
removing the surrounding trees would save money.  A video of the home was 
shown by Dave Stack.  A description of the rooms was given by Mr. Rooney.  
He stated that the entire home is in its original state except for the upgrading 
of the furnace, electrical, mechanical, wiring, plumbing, well and pump.  The 
previous residents Mr. and Mrs. Glosson circulated photos of the home and 
shared memories of the members of their family that lived there for 70 years.  

 The Survey Committee will continue and meet October 9, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Three Brothers Restaurant for discussion of the home located at 1019 
South River Road. 

 A motion was made by Dave Stack, seconded by Gail Drabant to continue 
this regularly scheduled meeting to October 16, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Government Center, Annex A for further discussion of the home located at 
1019 South River Road.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 A motion was made by Dave Stack, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to 
instruct David Gervais to obtain a legal opinion to see if the Commission has 
authority to landmark this structure considering it is located on state property.  
All aye.  Motion carried. 
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V. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 
 
VI. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 

 See attached reports 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 There was discussion regarding the shed located on the 
property of Arnold Engineering. 

 David Stack reported that Mr. Thangener who owns the Sutton 
Farm requested a landmark application.  Mr. Stack sent the 
application. 

 
2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 Gail and Carrie reported that they will coordinate the 
photography once a master list is obtained of all properties.  
Five townships will be photographed. 

 
B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant and Gloria Mack 

 Several award applications were received although less than 
other years.  The nominations are now closed.  More 
information to follow once the committee has met and we have 
qualified nominations. 

 
 C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
  1. No report 
 
  SPECIAL REPORTS 

1. Joint Council:  Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 

 Gloria Mack stated that Preservation Week Activities and week 
of activities from various groups were combined.  Gloria and 
Nancy Fike work on coordinating a week of activities for 
Preservation Week. 

 David Gervais commented that the Joint Council meeting was 
well attended. 

 
D. COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 
 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 See attached report 
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 Kevin Hough stated that he attended the State Wide Preservation 
Conference.  Mr. Hough commented that attention was given to  
the historic preservation of the 1950 era.  He stated that businesses 
are now interested in the restoration of store fronts.   

 
E. EDUCATION 
 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS:  Denise Collins and David Gervais:  

1. Landmark Photo Display:  Denise Collins, David Gervais 

 Pictures of McHenry Landmarks that were submitted to the Erie 
Landmark Company were shown to the Commission. 

 Denise Collins will contact Erie and proceed with the project. 
 

F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair: Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 

 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to 
accept all changes made to the Scenic Road Sign.  All aye.  Motion 
carried.   

 
VIII. REPORT BY STAFF 

 None 
 
IX. OLD BUSINESS 

 None 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

 At 8:40 p.m. a motion was made by Gail Drabant seconded by Dave Stack  
to continue this meeting to October 9, 2002 for the Survey Committee and 
October 16, 2002 to conclude the Commission’s regularly meeting. 

 
 

 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

OCTOBER 16, 2002 
 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:11 by Gloria Mack. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, Kevin Hough, Carrie Koster-Horan, David 
Stack and Denise Collins 

 Absent:  David Gervais, Todd Laughman and Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Jim Hogue 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Stack to approve the 
minutes of October 2, 2002.  

 
IV. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
  

A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair: Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 
SPECIAL PROJECT 

  1. Endangered Sites 

 See attached report; presented to the Commission by David 
Stack 

 Gail Drabant reported on her visit to Wright/Vales/Comiskey 
House.  There was discussion among the Commission 
regarding the condition of the home.  All agreed that it should be 
preserved.   

 Gloria Mack said she talked with State’s Preservation Agency 
and requested their help.   

 The Commission directed staff to schedule a hearing for 
November 6, 2002 at the regular meeting for consideration of 
the Wright/Vale/Comiskey House as a local County Landmark. 

 A legal notice of the hearing will be published and sent to 
petitioner and property owners no later than October 22, 2002. 

 
V. ADJOURNMENT 

At 7:40 p.m. a motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Stack to 
continue this meeting to Wednesday October 23, 2002.  All aye.  Motion carried. 

 
 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 6, 2002 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 8:10 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin 
Hough, Carrie Koster-Horan, Todd Laughman and David Stack 

 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
   
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve the 
minutes of October 2, 2002.  All aye.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve the 
minutes of October 16, 2002 as amended.  All aye.  Motion carried. 
 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 See attached report 
 
V. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 

 There was discussion among the Commission as to where the December 
meeting will be held.  Names of several restaurants were discussed and it 
was agreed to meet at the Jailhouse Restaurant, 101 N. Johnson, 
Woodstock, at 7:00 p.m. on December 4, 2002.  Invitations will be extended 
to Sue Ehardt, Director of Planning and Development and members of the 
P&D Committee. 

 
VI. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

   See attached report 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1.  Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 It was reported that three submissions were made. 
 
  2.  Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
 
 B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 The Awards Meeting will be continued until Wednesday, November 
13, 2002 at the McConnell House in Richmond. 

 
 C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 No report 
 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
  1.   Joint Council:  Gloria Mack 
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 No report 

 There was discussion as to where the winter and summer Joint 
Council conferences would be held.  The Dole Mansion, Science 
and Research Center and Powers Walkers House were suggested. 

  
 D. COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.   Statewide Preservation Conference:  Kevin Hough 

 Kevin reported that an application was submitted to Jennifer 
Gallatee. 

  2.    Website:  Kevin Hough 

 No report 

 Kevin Hough stated that the Website will be his next project.   
 
 E. EDUCATION:  David Gervais and Denise Collins, Co-Chairs 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.   Landmark Photo Display:  Davis Gervais, Denise Collins 

 Denise Collins reported that she completed a disk of landmark 
pictures.  A copy was given to Kevin Hough for the Web-site 
project. 

 It was commented that the Erie Company has not contacted the 
Commission as to when they will return the other disk.  

 Maryanne Wanaski commented that she will print the pictures on 
the disk and distribute them to the Commissioners.   

 
 F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 

 There was discussion regarding landmarking of Plum Tree Road.   

 Two signs will be needed for the Highway Department. 

 Maryanne Wanaski was requested to contact IDOT for their input. 

 Todd Laughman requested copies of nomination forms.  
 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 

 No report 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 

 David Stack has recommended Dan Esch for appointment to Historic 
Commission. 

 
X. ADOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Dave Gervais to continue the 
 meeting to November 20, 2002 at 7:00 p.m.  All aye. 
 
 



 
 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MINUTES 

December 4, 2002 
 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m.  Meeting location was moved to the 

Jailhouse Restaurant on Historic Woodstock Square.  Location change was duly posted 
per the requirements of the Open Meetings Act. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin Hough, Todd Laughman 
and David Stack 

 Absent: Carrie Koster-Horan and Denise Collins 
 Staff:   Maryanne Wanaski and Jim Hogue 
 Guests:   Kathy Hogue and Diane Stack 
   
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Stack to approve the minutes 
of November 6, 2002.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 

IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
 See attached report 
 Chairman Mack called for a motion to nominate a new slate of officers for FY 2002-

2003.  Gail Drabant made a motion to reinstate and re-elect the current board.  Said 
motion was seconded by David Stack.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  It was noted that 
Gloria Mack was re-elected as Chairman, Carrie Koster-Horan was re-elected as 
Vice-Chair andDavid Stack was re-elected as Secretary. 

 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 Commission discussed asking the IDNR to re-evaluate the Comiskey Residence 

based on information provided by Nancy Fike, Museum Administrator, that was not 
available at the time the first National Register evaluation was made.  Maryanne 
Wanaski was directed to draft a letter to Mr. Brent Manning, Director for the IDNR 
making the formal request.   

 
 
VI. ADOURNMENT 

 A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Dave Gervais to at 8:00 p.m. to 
adjourn the meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AGENDA 

JANUARY 8, 2003 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY 
   
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 Endangered Sites 
 Rural Intensive Survey (5) 
 
II. AWARDS 
  
III. MUNICIAPL LIAISON 
   

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 Joint Council 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS 
    
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 Website 
 
V. EDUCATION 
   
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 Landmark Photo Display 
 Scrapbook 
 

VI. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS  
   
REPORT FROM STAFF 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Planning/HPC/Agenda/Agenda 2003/January 8  
 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 5, 2003 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present: Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin Hough, Carrie- 
   Koster Horan, Todd Laughman and David Stack 
 Absent: Denise Collins 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve the 
 minutes of December 4, 2002 as amended.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report. 

 There was discussion among the Commissioners regarding the Comiskey 
House.  Demolition is scheduled for March 1, 2003, all efforts for preservation 
must be made quickly.  Gloria Mack submitted information about the 
residence to LPCI.  The agency wants to include it on their 10 most 
endangered list.  Ms. Mack also plans on contacting Representative Jack 
Franks to schedule a meeting with IDNR’s new Director. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS  
  1.   Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 See attached report and letter 

 Pictures of the Landmark School and Colonial Funeral Home were 
shown to the Commission.  They will be added to the County’s 
Endangered Sites list.  Acknowledgement letter will be sent to the 
nominator. 

2.   Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 Gail Drabant explained that Burton Township has been surveyed 
and they are ready to proceed to Richmond Township.  Addresses 
and descriptions are being rechecked.  New sites are being listed. 

 Maryanne Wanaski requested Ms. Drabant keep staff informed of 
their progress and when they will need survey sheets for next 
township. 
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 B.  AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  The March 5, 2003 meeting will be an awards voting meeting.  The   
       awards will be presented at the Joint Council meeting. 
 
 C.  MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack    
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Joint Council 

 See attached report. 
 
 D.  COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair; Todd Laughman 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS  
 1.  Statewide Preservation Conference:  Kevin Hough 

 No report 

 Mr. Hough reported that he will be meeting with David Bauman shortly, 
head of LPCI to discuss hosting a Statewide Preservation Conference. 

 2.  Website:  Kevin Hough 

 Kevin Hough stated that he has been looking into the different types and 
styles of websites.  He presented the Commission with information 
regarding the website from Chicago.  It was suggested that he talk to Deb 
Brown from the McHenry County I.T. Department for suggestions for the 
Commissions website.   

 Maryanne Wanaski suggested the Commission include information on 
“how to research” the history and age of an old structure. 

 
 E.  EDUCATION:  David Gervais and Denise Collins, Co-Chairs 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Landmark Photo Display:  David Gervais, Denise Collins 

 Denise Collins corrected the wording on the landmark photos and a 
release was given to have the final photos completed. 

 Maryanne Wanaski suggested presenting the Landmark Photos to the 
County at the Administration Building’s grand opening. 

 
 F.  SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair;  Gloria Mack 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 Todd Laughman explained that the situation regarding the landmarking of 
Plum Tree Road in Barrington Hills is much the same as it was in 
November.  All abutting property owners need to be contacted for the 
proposed designation and also check to see if there is any possibility of 
state designation. 

 It was suggested that May (Preservation Week) would be an ideal time     
to hold a “Scenic Road” ceremony for Plum Tree Road. 
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 The nomination form will be-revamped to include the new logo and e-            
mailed to Mr. Laughman. 

 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 

 Maryanne Wanaski explained to Commission members that the Department of 
Planning and Development will be moving to the new Administrative Building 
in July or August of this year.  Available space for storage is not yet known.  
The Commission was instructed consolidate and/or eliminate material that has 
been stored. 

 Kevin Hough’s term will be up in April 2003 and Denise Collins was up in 
November 2002.  Ms. Wanaski will submit both nominations to the P&D 
Committee for County Board for approval on February 20th. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
XI. OLD BUSINESS 

 None 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant at 8:00 p.m. to 
 adjourn the meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
 



 
McHenry County 

Historic Preservation Commission Minutes 
March 5, 2003 

 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present: Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Kevin Hough, Carrie-Koster 

Horan, David Stack and Denise Collins 
 Absent: Todd Laughman and Mary Keefe 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Denise Collins to approve the 

minutes of February 5, 2003; all ayes; motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report. 

 Ms. Mack informed the Commission that Todd Laughman resigned due to work 
schedule conflicts. 

 Ms. Mack also requested that staff change the minutes to reflect that Ms. Collins 
was chair of the Education Standing Committee. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A.   SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
  Special Projects  
  1.  Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

  No report. 
2.  Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

  Great progress is being made in Burton and Richmond Townships.  

  Ms. Wanaski said that Springfield requested a revised timeline.  Ms. 
Drabant said that she would send it off immediately. 

 
 B.   AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
  1.  Shortened meeting tonight because of Awards’ vote tonight. 
 
 C.   MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack    
  Special Projects 
  1.  Joint Council:  David Gervais 

  Awards will be presented at the Joint Council meeting later this month. 
 
 D.   COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair 
  Special Projects  

  1.   Statewide Preservation Conference:  No report.  
 2.   Website:  No report. 
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 E.   EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Chair 
  Special Projects 
 1.   Landmark Photo Display:  No report. 
 
 F.   SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

  No report. 

  Ms. Mack will do the Scenic Streets/Road presentation at the Joint Council 
meeting. 

 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 

Ms. Wanaski presented a draft of the Commission’s FY 2001-2002 Annual Report 
requested permission to forward it on to Springfield in compliance with CLG 
requirements.  Said motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Carrie Koster-
Horan; all ayes; motion carried.  The report will be mailed Thursday morning. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

  Ms. Collins suggested the Commission consider doing a scavenger hunt during 
Preservation Week.  Commission decided to discuss this item next month. 

 
XI. OLD BUSINESS 

  None 
 
X. AWARDS VOTE 
 Meeting adjourned after vote, at approximately 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

APRIL 2, 2003 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, David Gervais and Dave
 Stack 
 Absent:  Kevin Hough, Carrie Koster-Horan and Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to approve the 
 minutes of March 5, 2003 with corrections.  All aye.  Motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report. 

 Gloria Mack reported that she would be working on the re-painting of the 
Allendale Bridge.  Volunteers are welcome. 

 The Comiskey House was discussed.  It was stated that the original buyer 
will be not be held legally responsible for payment of the home as it was 
bought on contingency and was found technically unfit to relocate.  The 
Comiskey House is scheduled for demolition.  Denise Collins suggested 
contacting the seconded bidder.  The Commission agreed that there 
might be a slight chance that he would still be interested and demolition 
could be stalled.  Ms. Mack will find the name of the bidder.   

 Gloria Mack recently attended a meeting of the McHenry County Planning 
Commission.  The Historic Commission will provide them with an outlined 
map.  The Planning Commission requested information about the 
Commission’s Scenic Road’s program and requested in part via an 
outlined map of scenic roadways.  Requests for a Landmark map, 
Comprehensive Landmark list along with information on Farmland 
Preservation will be given Planning Commission.  

 Ms. Mack suggested the Commission take inventory of landmarked sites.  
An updated status of each landmark and contact with owners would be a 
good follow-up.  Commission members suggested the current owners be 
given a copy of the Preservation Ordinance. 

 The condition of Ostend Cemetery’s sign was discussed.  Gail Drabant 
will evaluate the situation before contacting the owners for possible 
repair. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
  Special Projects 

1.  Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 

 No report 
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2.  Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster-Horan 

 Maryanne Wanaski gave Gail Drabant ½ of Coral Townships 
field sheets.  Staff will continue to work on the rest of Coral 
and begin preparing Greenwood Township too. 

 Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan have continued 
photographing sites.  Progress is good.  Maryanne Wanaski  
informed Ms. Drabant that the timeline needs to be updated 
and sent to Springfield for approval and formal permission to 
extend the grant period. 

 
 B.   AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack    
  1.  Gail Drabant commented that there was a wonderful turnout at the 
       Awards meeting.  However only two Commission members attended.  
       Ten out of eleven multiple categories that were submitted won.  
  2.  It was suggested that the James Prindervale home be nominated next 
       year. 

3.  Ms. Drabant commented that Richmond has adopted the County’s   
 Preservation Ordinance.  Ms. Drabant will work with staff and draft an 
 intergovernmental agreement to iron out details and related case 
 issues. 
 

C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 See attached report 
 
             D. COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Statewide Preservation Conference 

 No report 
 2.  Website 

 No report 
  
             E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Chair 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Landmark Photo Display 

 Maryanne Wanaski showed the landmark plaques to the 
Commission.  They were well received.  Thanks were given to 
all involved, especially Denise Collins for all the work and time 
put into this project. 

 There was discussion as to where these plaques would be 
displayed.  It was suggested that they be hung in the new 
McHenry County Administration Building. 

 Gail Drabant voiced concerns regarding mounting of the 
plaques.  She would like to show a plaque to a tradesman for 
suggestions.   
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 F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Todd Laughman, Chair; Gloria Mack 

 See attached report 

 HPC’s logo will to added to handouts and nomination forms. 
 
VII.      REPORT FROM STAFF  

 No report 
 
VIII.     NEW BUSINESS 

A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Dave Stack to recognize 
Todd Laughman with a Certificate of Appreciation for his outstanding 
contribution to the McHenry County Historical Commission.  All aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
There was discussion among the members regarding vacancies on the 
Commission.  An architect and realtor would be great assets.  It was also 
suggested that the Farm Bureau be contacted. 

 
 XI.       OLD BUSINES 
            Denise Collins discussed the idea of a “Scavenger Hunt” for Preservation         

Week.  Ms. Collins asked the Commission for any ideas.  A pullout section in 
the N.W. Herald along with hints and a mention of a prize was suggested.  A 
motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Gervais to encourage 
Denise Collins to proceed with the scavenger hunt project.  All aye.  Motion 
carried. 

 
X.        ADJOUNMENT 
           A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Dave Stack to adjourn.  All      
 aye.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 



McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
MAY 7, 2003 

 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, Carrie 
 Koster-Horan and David Stack 
 Absent:  Kevin Hough and Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 Guests:  Paulette Pelletier and Bonnie Duresa 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Denise Collins to approve 
 the April 2, 2003 minutes as presented.  All aye.  Motion carries. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 

 See attached report 
 Gloria Mack suggested that Commission members contact demolition 

company’s to be notified when demolitions are scheduled in order to salvage 
historic items. 

 Gloria Mack read the letter that Nancy Fike, of the McHenry County Historical 
 Society, wrote to Mr. Joe Brunsvold of the IDNR (see attached letter). 
 The scraping and painting of the Allendale Bridge in Greenwood Township
 was discussed.  A thank you note from Nancy Fike was read and all 
 Commissioners expressed their thanks to Gloria Mack and David Stack  for 
 their hard work on this project (see attached article from the Northwest 
 Herald). 
 Ms. Mack thanked Denise Collins for her historical scavenger hunt idea.  
 Gloria voiced her regrets that this project could not be used this year for 
 Preservation Week.  Gloria would like each Commission member to submit to 
 Denise at each meeting one possible site so that the Commission can do the 
 scavenger hunt next year.  Ms. Collins will sort through the ideas, and pick the 
 best ones for the Joint Council Meeting next year. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEES REPORTS 
 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
      SPECIAL PROJECTS 

1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster- Horan 
 A homeowner in the County called the Department of Planning and   

 Development and requested information regarding procedures for saving  
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 a historic barn on her property.  Maryanne Wanaski gave Dave Stack the 
 message, he will contact the individual. 

 No report 
 

2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan 
  See attached report  
 Ms. Drabant informed Commissioners of the Rural Intensive Survey’s
 progress.  She requested assistance from Dave Stack to check a wood 
 octagonal silo located on Country Club Road.  There is a question as to 
 age and authenticity.    
 Ms. Drabant informed the Commission that there is an abandoned 

cemetery on McConnell Road.  This cemetery has been turned into a 
cornfield which is now on the edge of a subdivision and the tomb stones 
have been removed and stored in a barn.  Located a short distance away 
is the McConnell property with another cemetery.  Sally McConnell is the 
occupant of the house on the property.   

   Gail mentioned that while working on the Survey many owners of   
   platted homes did not know the significance of their homes and were     
   genuinely surprised. 
   While working on the survey Gail discovered a stone cabin located on  
      Route 120 and Thompson Road.  Originally it was thought to be a smoke 
      house. 

 
B.  AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
      SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 A list of the winners was given to Gloria Mack to send to the them.    
 

C.  MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 Gloria Mack informed Commission members that the Fall Joint Council 

Meeting will be held in the McHenry Masonic Building on September 24, 
2003. 

 
D.  COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair 

  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
   1.  No report 

 
     E.  EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Chair 
       SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.  Landmark Photo Display 

 Maryanne Wanaski extended an invitation to Denise Collins to meet 
with the P&D   Committee and Building Services to discuss the 
placement of the Landmark photos in the new Administrative Building.  
Maryanne will inform Denise of the dates and times of the meetings.  
The Commission agreed that grouping the photos in one location would 
be the most attractive way to display them.   
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F.  SCENIC STREETS/ROADS 

 No report 
 Gloria Mack stated that she will request a formal letter from Todd     

     Laughman regarding his resignation. 
 

VII.  REPORT FROM STAFF 
 No report 
 Maryanne Wanaski commented that the Commission’s 1968 history book is 
 missing.  She inquired if anyone had any idea as to its whereabouts. 

 
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 

   David Gervais voiced concern over the barn on Raffel Road that has been    
   recently demolished. 

 
      XI.  OLD BUSINESS 

   Repair of the Ostend Cemetery sign was discussed.    
 

     X.  ADJOURNMENT 
   A motion was made by Carrie Koster-Horan, seconded by Dave Stack to         
   adjourn.  All aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 



 

 

 
 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Agenda 

June 4, 2003 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY 
 Special Projects 
 Endangered Sites 
 Rural Intensive Survey  
 
II. AWARDS 
 
III. MUNICIAPL LIAISON 
 Special Projects 
 Joint Council 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS 
 Special Projects 
 Website 
 
IV. EDUCATION 
 Special Projects 
 Landmark Photo Display 
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS  

 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

Planning/HPC/Agenda/Agenda 2003 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES  
JULY 2, 2003 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present:  Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, David Gervais and Dave
 Stack 
 Absent:  Kevin Hough and Carrie Koster-Horan 
 Guest:  Bonnie Duresa 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Dave Stack to accept the 
 minutes of May 7, 2003.  All aye.  Motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
 - See attached reports. 
 - Ms. Mack recommended that the Commission discuss what   
   direction they would like to see the Commission focus on during the 
  coming months.  Suggestions for special projects will be discussed later 
  in the meeting. 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. SURVEY:  Dave Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS: 
  1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan and Dave Stack 
   - No report 
  2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan 
   - See attached report. 
   - Ms. Drabant commented that all pictures have been  
    taken and are now in the process of being labeled and 
    scanned. 
 
 B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
   - It was agreed upon that the Awards Program be  
    postponed until fall of 2004. 
   -  Gloria Mack commented that she spoke with Nancy Fike 
    regarding the scavenger hunt.  Ms. Fike agreed that it would 
    be a good idea for during Preservation Week. 
   - Ms. Mack informed the Commission that the Historical 
    Society would be hosting the Joint Council meeting in the 
    fall.   
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 C. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
   SPECIAL PROJECTS  
  - See attached report     
 
 D. COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  - No report 
 
 E. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.   Landmark Photo Display 
  - No report 
  - Denise Collins will represent the Commission at the P&D  
   Committee meeting  on July 17, 2003 to discuss the placement of 
   the Landmark photos in the new Administrative Building. 
 
 F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS 
  - Gloria Mack reported that she signed all of the    
   congratulations letters for the residents involved in the  
   plaquing of Plum Tree Street.  They will be mailed by staff. 
 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF  
 - Maryanne Wanaski informed the Commission that Bonnie Duresa  
  acquired the 1832-1968 McHenry County History Book on E-Bay.  The 
  book will be kept in the file cabinet; should the Commission need to use it, 
  please call Nina or Maryanne. 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 - Discussion ensued regarding the scavenger hunt.  Various ideas were 
  brought up, there was question as to what type of clues would be  
  disclosed.   
 - Director of Tourism, Karen Patel called Ms. Mack and Nancy Fike and 
  suggested sending a combined letter to all the municipalities supporting 
  the idea of tourism in McHenry County.  David Gervais volunteered to 
  write a letter to Ms. Patel. 
 - There was discussion in regards to promoting interest in historic  
  preservation .  A coloring book for children, monthly newsletter to  
  be distributed to local libraries and a article included in the local township  
  newspaper were some of the ideas.  Denise Collins volunteered to write a 
  monthly newsletter (“Living History”). 
 - Maryanne will contact Todd Laughman in writing requesting his official 
  resignation. 
 
XI.     OLD BUSINESS 
 -  Gail Drabant checked the Ostend Cemetery sign and reported that it is in 
  good condition. 
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 - Web site ideas were discussed.  There were numerous ideas including 
  awards, scenic roads and preservation. 
  - Denise Collins volunteered to help get the HPC’s page (linked) to the 
  County.  Maryanne will contact the IT Department. 
 
  X. ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by Gail Drabant seconded by David Gervais to adjourn. 
 
 All aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40. 



McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 6, 2003 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present:   Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa and David Stack 
 Absent:   David Gervais, Carrie Koster-Horan, Kevin Hough and Mary Keith 
 Staff:   Maryanne Wanaski 
 Guests:   None 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Denise Collins to approve the July 2, 

2003 minutes with the following corrections: 
 
 -   Correct the spelling of the “MUNICIAPL” on Agenda Item #III to read “MUNICIPAL”. 
 -   Add Mary Keith as absent; and 
 -   Under “Old Business” change wording to read, “Gail Drabant checked the Ostend 

Cemetery’s sign and reported it to be in structurally stable condition.  It does however, 
need to be scraped, primed and painted”. 

 
 All ayes; motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
 -  See attached report. 
 -  Ms. Mack asked that staff update the roster to reflect additions and corrections. 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEES REPORTS 
  
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
  Chairman Stack reported that he did not have time to check out the octagonal silo 

located on County Club Road.  He will try to inspect it before the Commission’s next 
meeting. 

 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
  -  No report 
 2.  Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan 
  -   Ms. Drabant the Commissioners on the Survey’s progress.  The work is 

proceeding but there is still much to do.  All photos are done, and in the process of 
being labeled and scanned.  Springfield is anxiously awaiting a draft report.  We 
should be okay by the end of September. 

 
 B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 Nomination forms will be ready to hand out at the Joint Council meeting on 

September 24th. 
 
 C.  MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
       SPECIAL PROJECTS 
       1.  Joint Council 
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  -  Gloria Mack reminded Commission members that the Joint Council Meeting 
will be held at the City of McHenry’s Masonic Lodge on September 24, 2003 
at 7:30 p.m.  The City of McHenry Landmark Commission will present a 
history of the hall as part of the evening’s program. 

  -   Ms. Mack asked that Jeanne Johnson, P.O. Box 343, Hebron, IL 60034, be 
added to the Joint Council list. 

  -   Ms. Mack requested staff mail out the Joint Council flyer on August 25th - 26th. 
 
 D.  COMMUNICATIONS:  Kevin Hough, Chair 
      -  No report 
 
 E.  EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Chair 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Landmark Photo Display 
      -  Commission members thanked Denise for her hard work and follow through 

regarding the Landmark Photo Display for the new Administration Building.  P&D 
is still waiting for a move-in date but it appears that the building’s formal dedication 
will be sometime in October. 

 
 F. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 
      -  Ms. Duresa requested that staff check with the Highway Department regarding the 

“scenic drive” signs for Plum Tree Road.  Maryanne noted the request and will 
follow-up. 

      -  Ms. Duresa also asked that staff send out invitations for the ceremony (dedication 
to be held September 28th).  Ms. Duresa and Ms. Mack will furnish an invitation list 
and staff will do the mailings. 

 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 
 -   No report 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 -   No report 
 
XI. OLD BUSINESS 
 -   No report 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 -   A motion was made by Denise Collins, seconded by Dave Stack to adjourn.  All ayes; 

motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 



McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2003 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present:  Gloria Mack, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais and Carrie 
 Koster-Horan 
 Absent:  Denise Collins, Kevin Hough, Mary Keith and David Stack 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 Guests:  None 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to 
 approve the August 6, 2003 minutes with the following corrections: 
 
 -  Under approval of minutes change the spelling to read, “Gail Drabant checked 
    the Ostend Cemetery’s sign and reported it to be in structurally stable     
    condition.  It does however, needs to be scraped, primed and painted”. 
 
 -  Under MUNICIPAL LIASON under Joint Council change the wording to read 
    “Gloria Mack reminded Commission members that the Joint Council Meeting 
     will be held at the City of McHenry Masonic Lodge on September 24, 2003 at 
     7:30 p.m. Nancy Fike from the City of McHenry Landmark Commission 
     will present a history of the hall as part of the evening’s program. 
 
 All ayes; motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 
 -  See attached report 
 -  It was noted that Gail Drabant’s term will end on November 26, 2003.  A   
    recommendation was made to recommend Ms. Drabant’s reappointment to the 
    Commission. 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEES REPORTS 
 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
 -  Gail Drabant reported that the Joint Council mailing has been made. 
 -  Ms. Drabant passed around an article that was in the Northwest Herald about 
     a historic home located in McHenry.  The Commission awarded this home, 
     owned by Mr. & Mrs. Schultheis in March, as the winner in the “Outstanding 
     Preserved Victorian Residence” category.  See attached article. 
  
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1.  Endangered Sites:  Carrie-Koster-Horan 
 -    No report 
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 -   An Endangered Sites brochure will be printed for hand out at the Joint Council 
     meeting. 
 
 2.  Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan 
 -    See attached report. 
 -    The Commission was brought up to date regarding the progress of the rural 
       survey.  The five townships must be done and sent to the state by    
       September 30th. 
  
 B.  AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack and Bonnie Duresa 
 -    See attached report from Gloria Mack 
 -    Ms. Drabant suggested that the Awards application deadline should be April 
      1, 2004.  The nomination applications will be handed out at the Joint Council 
      meeting on September 24th. 

 -    It was mentioned that Preservation Week might be a good time for the  
      Awards Ceremony. 
 
  C.  MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair: Gloria Mack 
 -     No report 
 
 D.  EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Chair 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.    Web-Site 
        -     It was noted that Denise has put a lot of information together for the 
         Web- Site.  She is still working on it and has accomplished quite a bit. 
 
  2.  Landmark Photo Display 
   -   The date for the Photo Display had not yet been determined.   
       Commission members will be informed.  Ms. Drabant explained that a 
       photo-type of one of the photo was presented to the P&D   
            Committee.  The Committee approved and the County Administrator 
       will contact Denise Collins. 
  
 F.  SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 
 -    See attached reports   
 -    A roll call motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Gail  
      Drabant to allocate $80.00 for Scenic Road sign out of the Commission’s 
      budget. 
 
   Roll call 
   Gloria Mack – Aye 
   Gail Drabant – Aye 
   Bonnie Duresa – Aye 
   David Gervais – Aye 
   Carrie Koster Horan – Aye 
 
   All ayes; motion carried 
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 -    The Commission discussed the designation of Plum Tree Road scheduled for 
      September 28, 2003. 
 -    Invitations and flyers will be sent out by next Tuesday. They will also be 
       distributed to the neighbors. 
 -    Gloria Mack discussed the fact that a Master of Ceremonies will be needed.  
      Mr. Jim Keefe was suggested.  It was also suggested that Mr. Mike Tryon   
      deliver a short speech before the ribbon cutting ceremony.  Gail Drabant will 
      design the program with a list the speakers.   
 -    Bob Miller from the Highway Department will be contacted to install the signs. 
           -    Ms. Duresa will also follow-up and contact newspapers. 
 
VII.  REPORT FROM STAFF 
-  No report 
 
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 
-  Maryanne Wanaski noted that Bonnie Duresa does not have a badge or business         
   cards.  The badge was ordered but was not received.  Cards will be forthcoming. 
 
XI.  OLD BUSINESS 
-  None 
 
X.  ADJURN  
-  A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to adjourn. 
    All aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25. 
 
 
 
       
 



 

 

 
 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Agenda 

October 1, 2003 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY 
 Special Projects 
 Endangered Sites 
 Rural Intensive Survey  
 
II. AWARDS 
 
III. MUNICIAPL LIAISON 
 Special Projects 
 Joint Council 
 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS 
 Special Projects 
 Website 
 
IV. EDUCATION 
 Special Projects 
 Landmark Photo Display 
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS  

 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 

Planning/HPC/Agenda/Agenda 2003 



McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 5, 2003 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, 

Carrie Koster-Horan and David Stack 
 Absent:  Kevin Hough and Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 Guests:   None 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan, to approve 

the September 3, 2003 minutes.  All voted aye; motion carried. 
 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 
 -   See attached report.. 
 -   Ms. Mack initiated a discussion regarding the Ostend Cemetery’s sign because it is 

in need of repair.  She will contact Robert Stock and offer the Commission’s help 
with the restoration.  In the meantime, staff was asked to check if the cemetery was 
annexed into the City of McHenry.  ((Meyer Material gravel pit expansion now 
surrounds the cemetery.  The expansion was part of an annexation agreement with 
the City of McHenry early in 2003.) 

 -   The State of Illinois has set aside the 2nd week of May 2004 as “Local History 
Week”.  Ms. Mack stated that she will be hosting a get-together, at her home, with 
the Historical Society to begin discussing preliminary plans.  She will report back to 
the Commission next month on this issue.  Interested Commissioners were also 
invited to attend. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEES REPORTS 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 

 
 - Bonnie Duresa submitted two nominations for landmark designation.  Ms. Drabant 

questioned if the properties, both located in Algonquin Township, were in 
unincorporated McHenry County.  One of the nominations, the Noranne 
Frisby/Coyote Farm, originally known as the Suchy Farm, lies within the corporate 
limits of Barrington Hills.   

 - A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Bonnie Duresa, to table 
discussion regarding this nominated property until the Village could be contacted.   
All voted aye; motion carried.   

 -    A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Gervais, to contact 
Barrington Hills to see if the Village was interested in entering into an 
intergovernmental agreement with the County.  All voted aye; motion carried. 

 -    The Survey Committee will survey the Bohemian Lodge (the second nomination) on 
November 23, 2003 and in the interim, David Stack will send a letter of intent to the 
owners.   

 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
   No report.   
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  2. Rural Intensive Survey:  Gail Drabant and Carrie Koster-Horan  
   Gail Drabant commented that she talked with Amy Easton, State Grants 

Manager, but did not have any feedback on the forms and photos that were 
sent.  When the Commission hears back, Ms. Drabant will finish the final report 
and analysis.  As a side note, Ms. Drabant also stated there were twice as many 
photos for this phase of the survey than were originally anticipated.  She 
suggested that the next phases consist of no more than two townships which 
would be much more manageable.   

  
 B.  AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair: Gloria Mack and Bonnie Duresa 
  No report.  However, Ms. Drabant told Commission members that nomination forms 

were not distributed at the last Joint Council meeting because the program is 
scheduled for 2004; hence, nomination forms will be handed out closer to that date. 

 
 C. MUNICIPAL LIASON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
  No report. 
 
 D.  EDUCATION:  Denise Collins, Chair 
 
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.  Website 
  - Denise Collins presented concepts for the Commission’s webpage.  Ms. Collins 

submitted three songs, of which the “Star of the County” was chosen by the 
Commission to play in the background.  Much has been done regarding the site 
but she stated that she is still working on more ideas.   

  -   Ms. Collins composed a children’s newsletter which was very well received by 
the Commission.  Her idea was that it become a regular column.  Commission 
members discussed various names for the column along with ideas.  A 
suggestion was offered that “ages” or “eras of different architectural styles” be 
related to what was happening with world-wide historic events of the time. 

  -  Ms. Collins also proposed an idea for another column or entire newsletter called 
“Old House Detective – Forensic Architecture” containing a subcategory called 
“What’s That Feature?”  The Commission was very enthusiastic about Ms. 
Collin’s report.  With the Commission’s education focus, this newsletter is a key 
component.   

 
  2.  Landmark Photo Display 
  -  Gail Drabant submitted sample frames for the Landmark Photo Display.  The 

Commission decided that the darker frame flattered the photos the best.  Gloria 
Mack and Gail Drabant advised the Commission that the pictures should be 
framed properly so the project will not be rushed.  Once completed, the 
Commission will help Building Operations hang the photos in the new 
Administration Building.   

  
 F.  SCENIC STREET/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 
  See attached report.   
  Ms. Duresa also thanked the Commission for supporting and participating in the 

recognition of Plum Tree Road. 
 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 
 -  Maryanne Wanaski distributed literature for members to read. 
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 -   Commission members were asked if they were interested in ordering a Preservation 
Calendar.  Five members responded yes. 

 -   Denise Collins made a motion, seconded by Dave Stack to approve next years 
meeting dates.  All voted aye; motion carried. 

 -   Ms. Wanaski asked Commission members to look at the roster and make sure that 
all information was correct. 

 -   There was discussion regarding the December meeting.  It was decided that the 
meeting would be held at a restaurant.  

 -   Ms. Wanaski noted that since the December meeting has been changed to 
Thursday, December 4th, staff will post the new date.   

 -   In order to comply with the Open Meetings Act, Ms. Wanaski suggested the 
Commission continue this meeting until November 23, 2003 when the Survey 
Committee meets to survey the Bohemian Lodge. 

 -   Ms. Wanaski mentioned, that during the last month, unspent budget monies had to 
be earmarked or else returned to the County’s General Fund.  Since there are no 
specific Commission rules in place, Ms. Wanaski polled the officers for direction.  
She suggested that the Commission think about addressing this issue along with 
other “business matters” and draft rules and procedures during the coming year.  
Ms. Mack asked David Gervais to handle this matter.   

 -   Finally, Ms. Wanaski reminded Sub-committee chairmen that annual reports will be 
due in January.   

 
VIII.   NEW BUSINESS 
 Carrie Koster-Horan stated that she gave a presentation to the Crystal Lake Library on 

“How to Survey Your Own House”.  It was well received and might be yet another 
interesting topic for Ms. Collin’s column. 

 
XI.   OLD BUSINESS 
 -   A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Gervais to contact Kevin 

Hough regarding his attendance record and his intentions relating to an active role 
on the Commission.  All voted aye; motion carried.  Ms. Mack will do the follow up. 

 -   Attendance of the McHenry County Conservations District’s representative was 
discussed.  Ms. Mack will also contact District officials regarding this matter.  

 
X.   ADJOURN 
 At 9:00 p.m. a motion was made by Carrie Koster-Horan, seconded by David Stack to 

continued the meeting to November 23, 2003.  All voted aye; motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Minutes 

December 4, 2003 
 
1. Call To Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
2. Roll Call 
 Present: David Gervais, Bonnie Duresa, Gail Drabant, Carrie Koster- 
   Horan, Denise Collins, and David Stack. 
 Absent: Gloria Mack, Kevin Hough, and Mark Keith 
 Staff:  Jim Hogue 
 Guests: Jim Keefe, Ed Collins, Sue Gervais, Bob Duresa, and Mark Horan. 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 Motion was made and seconded to approve the November 5, 2003 minutes.  All 
 voted; motion carried. 
4. Election of Officers 
 Motion was made by Gail Drabant to re-elect the same slate of officers.  David 
 Gervais seconded the motion.  David Gervais moved that the nomination be 
 closed; all aye. 
 Standing Vote 
 All voted aye; officers were re-elected. 
5. Gail Drabant moved to suspend normal business with the exception of 
 committee reports, until the January meeting, David Gervais seconded the 
 motion; all voted aye; motion carried. 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
 A.  Survey:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
 Reading of the Initial Report for 1 Braeburn Rd.  Algonquin, IL, 60102.  See 
 attached report.  Committee recommended the property is not worthy of historic 
 landmarking due to the alterations of the structure even though it scored to be 
 significant.  Discussion took place about scoring significant and not 
 recommending worthy of landmarking.  David Gervais brought up impact with 
 the Slovonic heritage in that area.  David Gervais moved to accept the Survey 
 Committee’s Initial Report, Bonnie Duresa seconded the motion.  David Gervais 
 called for a roll call vote; David Gervais, aye. Bonnie Duresa, yea, David Stack, 
 aye, Gail Drabant, aye Denise Collins, and Carrie Koster-Horan, aye.  Report 
 accepted. 
 B.  Municipal Liaison:  Bonnie Duresa reported on her meeting with David 
 Gervais and Barrington Hills stating she felt the meeting went well.  Ms. Duresa 
 will submit a report.   
7. Old Business 
 David Gervais stated he had called Kevin Hough and was only able to leave a 
 message.  Mr. Gervais will bring this up again at the January meeting. 
8. Adjourn 
 At 7:50 Bonnie Duresa moved to adjourn and seconded by Denise Collins.  All 
 voted aye; motion carried. 
 
 



The following meetings of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission will be held at 
7:00 p.m. in the McHenry County Administration Center 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, IL unless 
otherwise posted. 

December 3, 2003 

January 7, 2004 

February 4, 2004 

March 3, 2004 

April 7, 2004 

May 5, 2004 

June 2, 2004 

July 7, 2004 

August 4, 2004 

September 1, 2004 

October 6, 2004 

November 3, 2004 

Planninglhpclmeeting dates for 2003-2004 



Approved – March 4, 2004 

MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES (Revised) 

JANUARY 7, 2004 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present: Gloria Mack, David Gervais, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa and 
   David  Stack  
 Absent:  Denise Collins, Carrie Koster-Horan, Kevin Hough and Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Jim Hogue 
 Guests: None 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Dave Gervais to approve the 
 minutes of December 3, 2003 as amended.  
  
 The December minutes mistakenly stated that the Survey Committee’s Initial 

Report regarding the property located at 1 Braeburn Road, Algonquin, IL was 
attached.  Please refer to the January attachments for a copy of the report.   
 
Commission consideration regarding the above mentioned property was 
postponed until the January meeting.   
 
All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 
 - Ms. Mack informed the Commission that the next planning meeting 

regarding “Local History Week” will be January 12th at the Col. Palmer 
House in Crystal Lake.  She will keep Commission members updated. 

 - Ms. Mack reminded Subcommittee Chairman that their year end reports are 
due by month’s end.  The Commission’s Annual Report is due in Springfield 
by the end of February.  Bonnie Duresa questioned the length of these 
reports and was told that a paragraph or two summarizing the year’s 
activities would be sufficient.  

 - Committee assignments will remain the same.  Ms. Mack also wants to set 
aside some time during each meeting during the coming year in order to 
review and discuss the Preservation Ordinance and Plan.   

 - See attached report for details. 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
  - Subcommittee Chairman David Stack read the Survey Committee’s Initial 

Report regarding the structure that once was home to the Czech Slavonic 
Benevolent Society.  The subject property is located at 1 Braeburn Road, 
Algonquin, IL. 

  - 
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- Discussion ensued.  Commission members questioned why the rating 
sheet scored “significant” whereas the initial report stated that there were 
major alterations done to the structure thus rendering it inappropriate for 
landmark consideration.   
 
The Survey Committee explained that the rating sheet was a non-binding 
working tool.  Because of the weight given in certain instances, the final 
outcome could be misleading.  The report, on the other hand, is a 
comprehensive review that weighs all factors including major alterations 
done to the structure as well as its importance to the history of the area.   
 
Mr. Stack stated that letters were sent to the owners.  (Note:  Because 
two different names appeared on the tax roll, Mr. Stack contacted both 
parties.)  To date, neither of the parties responded to that 
correspondence.) 
 
Staff suggested that perhaps the history of the property/structure could 
best be “preserved” through photographs, video, etc. without 
compromising or forcing the Commission to lower its adopted Department 
of the Interior’s national standards.   
 
Because some Commission members held that the history surrounding 
the structure was actually more important than the structure itself the 
Chairman entertained a motion.   
 
David Gervais made said motion, seconded by, David Stack that the 
application form nominating the Czech Slavonic Benevolent Society 
structure located at 1 Braeburn Road in Algonquin, as a local McHenry 
County Landmark be approved and that a public hearing also be 
scheduled on this matter.   

 
 Roll call:  David Gervais – aye 
    Bonnie Duresa – aye 
    Gail Drabant – nay 
    David Stack – nay 
    Gloria Mack – nay  

Motion failed. 
  
 SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
  No report 
 2. Rural Intensive Survey:   

See attached report. 
 
                 -  Ms. Drabant stated each primary library, in the surveyed townships, 

will be provided with a set of corresponding binders.  (The Nippersink 
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Library will get copies of Richmond and Burton Townships, the 
Woodstock Library will receive copies of Greenwood and Dorr 
Townships and the Marengo Library will be presented with copies of 
Coral Township,)  The research library, part of the County’s Historical 
museum in Union, will be supplied with a complete set of Phase II 
binders.      

 
 B.  AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack and Bonnie Duresa 
  - See attached report. 
  - Ms. Drabant stated that she was resigning as the Awards Subcommittee 

Chairman.  Ms. Mack asked Commission members to thinking about the 
future of the program and to discuss this item at the next meeting. 

 
 C.  MUNICIPAL LIASON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
 - Gloria Mack reported that the Joint Council meeting will be held on the 

March 24, 2004.  It will be in Algonquin and the program will be the “Hill 
Climb”.  An original “Hill Climber” racer is being sought for the event.  In 
September, the program will be held at Colonel Palmer House.  Ms. Mack 
thought a good topic for this meeting would be the Catholic school that 
was once located in the house.   

 
 D.  EDUCATION / SPECIAL PROJECTS: Denise Collins, Chair 
 1. Website 
 - No report. 
 - Ms. Collins left a message that she is still working on the web page and 

children’s coloring book. 
 
 2. Landmark Photo Display 
 - See attached report. 
 - There was discussion regarding the date of the ceremony for the 

dedication of Landmark Photo Display at the County Administration 
Building.  It was noted by Gloria Mack that the 1st week in May (May 1st & 
8th) would be potentially good dates.  A letter will be sent to the owners of 
the County’s eighteen landmarks as well as County Board members 
inviting all to participate in the dedication of the photos.  Staff will 
coordinate the availability of the Administration Building.  

   
 F.  SCENIC STREET/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 
            - See attached report.  
 - Bonnie Duresa gave a history of Barrington Hills to update the 

Commission.  Ms. Duresa and Mr. Gervais appeared before the Village 
Council on November 24th to speak about an intergovernmental 
agreement regarding historic structures and the positive externalities of 
preservation.  Ms. Duresa and Mr. Gervais reported that the Village was 
very positive and that a copy of the County’s agreement will be forwarded 
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to the Village’s attorney. 
 

            - Ms. Duresa asked why HPC was not listed in the County Yearbook and 
indicated this should be done to avoid confusion between the HPC and 
Historical Society.  Ms. Duresa also suggested the Commission look into 
a public relations/exposure type program so that the public is more aware 
of the Commission and their work.  Calendars, note cards were discussed 
as possible promotional tools.  All agreed this was a good suggestion.  
This item will be revisited.   

  
 - Discussion was held regarding the request for $250.00 from the HPC 

budget to purchase brochure holders for township offices or to establish a 
promotional program to create and promote awareness for the Scenic 
Road Program.  No action was taken. 

 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF  
 - None 
 - The Commission would like an attendance roster for the year included with 

the January minutes.   
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 - Gail Drabant requested Commissioners review names, etc. on their 

Commission business cards for any corrections, updates, changes, etc.  Ms. 
Drabant will be printing new cards next month. 

 
XI. OLD BUSINESS 
 - None 
 
X. ADJOURN 
 - A motion was made by Gail Drabant, seconded by Dave Gervais to adjourn 

at 8:57 p.m.  All voted aye.  Motion passed. 
 



APPROVED March 4, 2004 

 
 

MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES  

February 7, 2004 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Present: Gloria Mack, David Gervais, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Stack  
 Absent:  Denise Collins, Carrie Koster-Horan, Kevin Hough, Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski 
 Guests: None 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Bonnie Duresa to table approval of 

the January minutes due to the number of corrections and the organization of the 
packet.  All voted aye; motion carried.   
 
Staff suggested that, in the future, minutes be sent as a draft for Commission review 
and then finalized after corrections have been done.  Ms. Drabant would like to see 
minutes mailed the week following scheduled meetings and then later in the month 
another mailing with the reminder memo and agenda.  Staff acknowledged the errors 
and omissions and will try to accommodate.  In the meantime, please refer to the 
attached “revised” draft of the January minutes.  Additions and corrections are noted in 
red.   

 
IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 

- Ms. Mack decided to review the attendance spreadsheet with Commission 
members first.  Corrections were made and the roster is ready to include in the 
Annual Report for Springfield.   
 

- Ms. Mack asked that staff make copies and mail the Joint Council flyer sometime 
between February 16th and 23rd.   
 

- Ms. Mack also requested that the Administration Office advertise the two vacancies 
and include a Planning Department contact.   
 

- Regarding Kevin Hough’s attendance, a motion was made to recommend that the 
P&D Committee remove Mr. Hough from the active roster because of multiple 
unexcused absences.  Ms. Drabant made said motion; seconded by David Gervais. 
   
Roll call vote:    Bonnie Duresa aye 

      Gail Drabant  aye 
      David Stack  aye 
      David Gervais  nay 
      Gloria Mack  aye  

Motion carried.   
 
Ms. Drabant made a motion, seconded by Ms. Duresa to remove Ms. Carol 
Lockwood from the “advisory” list.   
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  Roll call vote:    Bonnie Duresa aye 
      Gail Drabant  aye 
      David Stack  aye 
      David Gervais  nay 
      Gloria Mack  aye  

Motion carried.   
 
Staff will update the Commission’s roster.   

 
 - Ms. Mack asked staff to help draft a proclamation to forward to the County Board 

and the other village boards designating the week of May 1st through May 8th as 
“Local History Week”.  Staff will place the proclamation on P&D’s next committee 
meeting for their consideration.   
 

 - Ms. Mack also reminded members, once again, to turn in their annual reports. 
 

 - See attached report for further details. 
 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A.  SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
 - Mr. Stack submitted his annual report.   
 - Ms. Drabant brought to everyone’s attention that the Commission’s Rules and 

Procedures contain the verbiage about the initial report and ensuing Commission 
discussion being the determining factor whether or not a nomination moves forward 
to a public hearing.  Please refer to page 6, Section 5C. 

 - Ms. Drabant also made copies of the photos taken by the Survey Committee of the 
Algonquin Township structures (Bohemian Lodge, Braeburn Road barn, St. John 
Church). 

  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
  No report. 
 2. Rural Intensive Survey:   
  See attached report.   
  - Ms. Drabant asked if the County had been completely reimbursed for the 

grant.  Staff will check with the office manager and report back to the 
Commission.   

 
 B.  AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack and Bonnie Duresa 
  - See attached report. 
  
  C.  MUNICIPAL LIASON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
  - No report.  
  SPECIAL PROJECTS 
  1.  Joint Council 
   See informational flyer attached to Ms. Mack’s report. 
 
 D.  EDUCATION / SPECIAL PROJECTS: Denise Collins, Chair 
 1. Website 
  - No report. 
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 2. Landmark Photo Display 
  - Staff will attempt to get closure regarding dates for the dedication.  Staff will  
     also try to get that closure in writing. 
    
 F.  SCENIC STREET/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 
            - Ms. Duresa submitted her year-end report.  
 - Ms. Duresa informed the Commission that she was preparing programs for two 

libraries during Local History Week.  Mr. Gervais volunteered to do a 
presentation on the Main Street Prairie located in Cary. 

 - Ms. Duresa requested brochure holders and copies of the Commission’s general 
handout and Scenic Road Program. 

  
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF  
 - Staff addressed the issue regarding the request made last month for promotional 

needs.  Ms. Wanaski quoted the section of the Rules and Procedures that only 
allows for money to be come directly from the Commission as a whole as apposed 
to being appropriated through individual subcommittees. 

 - Staff will attempt to procure reimbursement through the County’s Administration 
Office for the cost of the Landmark Photo Display.   

 - Ms. Wanaski stated that she is also waiting for the IT Department to install 
“Publisher” on her computer.  This should be done shortly. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 - Ms. Drabant requested that staff provide each member with a copy of the 

Commission’s Ordinance and Preservation Plan.  The Commission discussed the 
need to “re-invent” their get-acquainted packet not only for new Commission 
members but also for handouts for interested property owners.  Staff will include the 
ordinance and plan in the mailing for absent members.   

 - Staff noted that the Ordinance/Plan/Rules and Procedures that were handed out 
should be used as a working tool and that Commissioners should make notes, pen 
questions so that at some time in the future, during a short agenda meeting, the 
Chairman can discuss any items or issues in question.   

 
XI. OLD BUSINESS 
 - Ms. Duresa asked if there was any follow-up that could be done with the Village of 

Barrington Hills.  Staff was requested to send a general inquiry-type note asking if 
there were any questions of other assistance the Commission could offer.  Note, the 
letter should be sent to the Village Board via the Village President. 

 
X. ADJOURN 
 - A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by David Stack to adjourn at 9:15 

p.m.  All voted aye; motion passed. 
 
 



 

McHenry County  
Historic Preservation Commission Minutes 

March 4, 2004 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present: Gloria Mack, Chairman; David Gervais, Gail Drabant, Bonnie 

Duresa, Denise Collins and Dave Stack 
Absent: Carrie Koster-Horan, Mary Keith 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
Guests: None 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded by Denise Collins to approve 
the minutes of January 7, 2004 with two amendments.  The first is to remove 
the wording from the second page, second paragraph, last sentence “For the 
record, it was noted that the only remaining part of the original structure was 
the cornice.  Major facade renovations include window, door, porch, etc. 
replacement/alteration.” and under Education/Special Projects the phrase 
“coloring book” should be changed to “newsletter”. Roll call vote:  Aye:  Ms. 
Mack, Mr. Gervais, Ms. Duresa, and Ms. Collins  Nay:  Ms. Drabant.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Dave Gervais, seconded by, Denise Collins to approve the minutes 
of February 7, 2004.  Roll call vote:  Aye:   Ms. Mack, Mr. Gervais, Ms. 
Duresa, Ms. Collins and Ms. Drabant.  Motion carried.   Ms. Duresa was 
concerned over the attendance spreadsheet and if corrections were made.  
Ms. Wanaski stated that the sheet was updated, but not included in the 
packets and already made a part of the annual report. 
 
Ms. Mack complimented Maryanne on the minutes that she rewrote for 
January and February.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding the 
contents of the Commission’s minutes.  Staff requested direction from the 
Commission as to the detail required for future minutes.  The Commission 
agreed to accept minutes that summarize the meeting without overly 
detailing each item.  Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Duresa “…. 
that the format presented in February, a 3 page, readable format with the 
content presented as discussion in a summary not overly detailed.”  Roll call 
vote:  Aye:  Ms. Mack, Mr. Gervais, Ms. Duresa, Ms. Collins and Ms. Drabant.  
Motion carried.    
 

IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 
See attached report in addition to comments below. 
 
Ms. Mack noted that the Local History group was meeting and working on 
Local History Week’s activities, fliers and brochures.  She mentioned that 
next year the group would like to expand local history week to a month long 
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celebration. 
 
On Friday, May 7, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. Gail Drabant will be conducting 
Richmond’s Historic Homes walking tour.  Irene Borre, from the Village’s 
Architectural Committee is the contact person for this event. 
 
Motion by Dave Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to renew the IAHPC 
membership for $80.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
In the IAHPS packet was a brochure asking for donations to purchase the 
Mies Vander Rohe designed Farnsworth House.  Denise Collins made a 
motion, seconded by Bonnie Duresa to donate $50 to the Farnsworth House.  
Mr. Gervais commented he would like to see the Commission’s donations go 
to local sites within the County.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Denise Collins, Gail 
Drabant and Gloria Mack.  Nay:  Bonnie Duresa, Dave Gervias and Dave 
Stack.  Motion failed.   
 
Ms. Mack noted in her report that the Jewel Tea building in Barrington has 
been nominated to be designated as a National Landmark.  Ms. Duresa 
informed the Commission that this building was recently demolished.  The 
Commission was very disappointed over this action. 

 
V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.   SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 
No report. 

   
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1. Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
 No report. 
 
2. Rural Intensive Survey: 
 See attached report. 

 
B. AWARDS:  Gail Drabant, Chair; Gloria Mack and Bonnie Duresa 

Awards program is on hold until someone new can take over this project. 
 

C. Municipal Liaison:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 
Mr. Gervais stated that he completed the year end report.  In completing 
the report Mr. Gervais became aware that the Village of Richmond had 
adopted an ordinance regarding an intergovernmental agreement with 
the County.  Staff commented that no ordinance or any documentation 
had been received to date.   Ms. Mack stated that Richmond had crossed 
out important verbiage.  Ms. Mack will follow up and contact the Village 
and request a new agreement without the amendments. 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1. Joint Council 

Joint Council will meet on March 24th at the Algonquin Village Hall.  
They will be dedicating the Hill Climb Park.  Ms. Mack gave some 
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information about the dedication and encouraged Commission 
members to attend. 

 
 

D. EDUCATION / SPECIAL PROJECTS:  Denise Collins, Chair 
1.   Website 

Ms. Collins mentioned that she has been in contact with Deb Brown 
from the Information Technology Department and she would like to 
have the web page up and running by this spring. 

 
Ms. Collins provided the Commission with a draft copy of the 
Gazetteer.   She plans on having this finished for History Week and 
will be placing them in local libraries.  Ms. Collins briefly explained to 
the Commission the regular columns; Inspire (family) small bits of 
information, hometown – will be a local column, hunting forever 
history, Almanac – contemporary information along with fun items as 
well.  The Commission suggested a short bio on a McHenry County 
resident.  It was also suggested that the size be increased to 11” x 
17” more graphics added possibly with larger fonts.  The Commission 
would like to include a short item detailing the difference between the 
Historic Preservation Commission and the Historical Society in the first 
issue.   Ms. Collins will update the Gazetteer by the next meeting and 
will have them printed so everyone can help fold.   

 
2.  Landmark Photo Display  

The Commission briefly discussed dates for the Dedication Ceremony.  
Saturday May 8, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. or Wednesday May 5, 2004 at 
6:00 p.m. were suggested times.  A motion was made by David 
Gervais, seconded by Gail Drabant to hold a short meeting at 6:30 on 
May 5, 2004 and then hold the dedication ceremony at 7:00 p.m.  All 
members present voted aye.  Motion carried.  The Commission will be 
sending invitations to County Officials, County Board members, 
former Commission members and owners of the landmarked homes in 
the photographs.  They will also be sending out a general press 
release.  There will be a brochure for the display along with 
refreshments in an open house type gathering.  Ms. Collins offered to 
help design the brochures for this event. 

 
F. SCENIC STREET/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 

See attached report. 
 

Ms. Duresa reported that nothing was pending with the Village of 
Barrington Hills regarding the intergovernmental agreement.  She asked if 
the County could send a letter with the Suchy Barn application attached.  
Mr. Gervais stated that the issue has been given to legal council and is 
waiting on a response.  A motion was made by David Gervais, seconded 
by Mr. Stack to wait one month before contacting Village officials.  All 
members present voted aye.  Motion carried.  This matter will be revisited 
at next month’s meeting. 
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Ms. Duresa spoke of holding a road rally in place of the scavenger hunt.  
The Commission noted that a scavenger hunt was planned in the fall 
when people are out seeing the changing leaves.  Ms. Collins stated that 
she would review the rally information and keep it on file. 

 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF 

Ms. Wanaski reported that the survey was accepted and paid for(less 20% 
retention per formal approval).  She also reported that the County will pay 
for the Historic Photo Display from the general fund and it will not come out 
the Commission’s budget.  Ms. Wanaski informed Commissioners that when 
attending the meetings in the new building if they cannot gain entry to the 
building to call the conference room number and someone will come down to 
let them in.  The number is 334-4554 and it will be included on the new 
roster. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
The Local History Week proclamation will be on Planning and Development’s 
agenda on March 18, 2004.  Maryanne had the township proclamations all 
printed out.  Gloria contacted Donna Schaefer and she offered to be the point 
person regarding township participation.   
 
The HPC annual report is complete excluding the scenic roads report and the 
year-end report from the Endangered Sites Committee.  Both will be added 
and forwarded on to Springfield.  A motion was made by David Gervais, 
seconded by David Stack to approve the Commission’s annual report.  All 
members present voted aye.  Motion carried 
 

   XI. OLD BUSINESS 
None. 

 
     X. ADJOURN      

Motion made by David Stack, seconded by Denise Collins to adjourn the meeting.  
All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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I. CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Gloria Mack, Chairman; Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, Carrie 
Koster-Horan and David Stack 

 Absent:  David Gervais and Mary Keith 
 Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Nina Campione 
 Guests:  None 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Bonnie Duresa, seconded by Carrie Koster-Horan to approve the 
minutes of March 4, 2004 with one amendment.  Dave Stack should have been noted 
as being “present”.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Compliments were given to Cindy Sassaman for the minutes from March 4th.   
 

IV. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 
See attached report in addition to comments below. 
 
Ms. Mack noted that publication regarding Local History Week activities states the date 
for the Landmark Photo Display reception as Wednesday, May 6th.  It should read 
Wednesday, May 5th.  Gail Drabant said that corrections had been made but that staff 
may get calls to clarify the correct date. 
 
Ms. Mack discussed the Joint Council meeting held in Algonquin on Wednesday, March 
24th.  She stated that there was a very good turn out.  Mr. Don Purn presented a very 
well researched program regarding the Algonquin Hill Climb.  Ms. Mack commented that 
in 1905 when the population of Algonquin was only 500 residents, 25,000 people 
attended the Hill Climb.  Of note to the Commission, this year there will be 25 cars 
reenacting the Algonquin Hill Climb, which is scheduled for June 12, 2004. 
 
Ms. Mack submitted a letter she received from Dolores McDonagh, Vice-President of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, which is a request for funding.  Should anyone 
like to make a donation, the letter is attached to these minutes detailing the appeal.   
 

V. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. SURVEY:  David Stack, Chair; Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant 

No report 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
1.  Endangered Sites:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
     No report 
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2.  Rural Intensive Survey: 
     See attached report. 
 
Ms. Drabant mentioned that Maryanne Wanaski had not heard from Amy Easton 
regarding the last payout on the grant.  Ms. Wanaski will follow up with another 
call. 

 
Ms. Drabant stated that on March 17, 2004 the Village of Richmond’s Board 
unanimously approved a resolution to enter into an intergovernmental 
agreement with the County and accordingly adopt the County’s Historic 
Preservation Ordinance and Commission.  Ms. Drabant asked if staff had been 
forwarded a copy of the document.  Ms. Wanaski stated that to date, Planning 
and Development had not received anything from the village but that perhaps 
the document went directly to the County Board Office or it might have been 
sent to the County Clerk.  Ms. Wanaski will contact the village and follow up 
here at the County. 
 
Lastly, Ms. Drabant stated that she would be doing a walking tour of Richmond 
on May 7, 2004 as part of the “Look at Local History Week” events. 

 
B. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Chair; Gloria Mack 

No report 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
I. Joint Council 
 See attached report  
 
II. Communications/Newsletter 

During the meeting, Commission members folded copies of the Gazette 
and volunteered to distribute the publication to local libraries throughout 
the County.  Ms. Collins mentioned that she needed names of McHenry 
County residents for the biography section.  She noted that on page 3 of 
the Gazette there is an article highlighting the differences between the 
McHenry County Preservation Commission and the McHenry County 
Historical Society.  Ms. Collins commented that this article would be in 
each issue of the Gazette, again, accenting the differences between the 
two organizations.  Ms. Collins would also welcome any new ideas that 
could be added to the Gazette. 
 

C. EDUCATION/SPECIAL PROJECTS:  Denise Collins, Chair 
 

I. Website 
 
Denise Collins commented that she is still working on the website.   
Gloria Mack suggested that Ms. Collins contact Don Purn at 815- 
455-4708 or through his website (www.mchenrycivilwar.com).  
Maryanne Wanaski stated that she would call Deb Brown from the 
Information Technology Department to coordinate efforts.   

http://www.mchenrycivilwar/
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II. Landmark Photo Display 

 
For the Landmark photo reception on May 5th invitations will be sent out 
to County Board members and the owners of the landmarked properties.   
In addition, invitations will be sent to the villages of Huntley, Ringwood, 
Richmond, Cary and Bull Valley because of their agreements/landmarks 
with the County.  Former Commission members will also be invited.   
 
Building operations and the County administrator have been informed of 
the event and they will ensure the building is opened.  Refreshments will 
be served.  Commission members are asked to donate cookies, cakes 
etc.  Staff will provide coffee, juice and cups/napkins etc. 
 
 

E. SCENIC STREET/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa, Chair 
 See attached report 
 

Gail Drabant inquired about the map that the Commission “marked” for the 
consultants who are working with the Planning Department on the County’s new 
land use/transportation plan that indicated what Commissioners believed to be 
local “scenic roads”.  Maryanne Wanaski told the Commission that she would 
check with Jim Hogue and try to get a copy of the map for the June meeting. 

 
Bonnie Duresa submitted a Proclamation passed by Barrington Hills supporting 
“Local History Week”.  Ms. Duresa also submitted a list of the projects that local 
communities in her area have organized (see attached).   
 
Ms. Duresa stated that she would like to distribute placemats to local 
restaurants featuring historic pictures with the Preservation Commission’s logo 
on the placemats.  Maryanne Wanaski questioned Ms. Duresa about the cost of 
these placemats.  Ms. Duresa stated that a local realty company was donating 
the placemats as a means to advertise.  Ms. Duresa requested the Commission’s 
approval.  A motion was made by Carrie Koster-Horan, seconded by Denise 
Collins to approve the use of the Commission’s logo for the above stated 
purpose.   All voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 

 
 
VII. REPORT FROM STAFF  

Ms. Wanaski commented that the Commission’s ad, placed in a local newspaper, 
had yielded two applications.  Gloria Mack will contact each applicant and report 
back to the Commission.   
 
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that she had met David Warren, a 
resident who was in the process of rehabbing his property.  A cabinetmaker by 
trade, Mr. Warren also specializes in furniture from Abraham Lincoln’s era.  In 
passing conversation, Ms. Wanaski briefly talked about the Commission.  As a 
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follow up, Gloria Mack will contact him to see if he has any interest in becoming 
a Commission member or if he would be interested in doing a program for the 
Joint Council group. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
Bonnie Duresa asked about Camp Algonquin.  Ms. Wanaski stated that the 
property was nominated back in 1996 but that the application was ultimately 
withdrawn before being acted upon by the Commission or County Board.  The 
campground has recently been sold and will probably be developed.   
 

XI. OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 

X. ADJOURN 
A motion was made by David Stack, seconded by Denise Collins to adjourn.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20. 
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I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:39 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack, Chairman; Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, 
Bonnie Duresa, Carrie Koster-Horan and David Stack. 
Absent:  David Gervais and Mary Keith 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
Guests:  Brian Hora 
 
 

     Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Collins to only handle 
     necessary business at this meeting due to the Landmark Photo   
     Dedication. 

 
III. REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 

Ms. Mack reported that Local History Week continues to be a great 
success.  Gloria made headlines in the Northwest Herald as tour guide 
through the Palmer House in Crystal Lake. Ms. Koster-Horan will be 
giving three presentations in the next week.  Ms. Drabant is giving a 
walking house tour in Richmond and Ms. Collins has completed the 
first publication of the Gazzette and has distributed it to area libraries. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF  
Ms. Wanaski announced that Nina Campione, former secretary, is no longer 
employed by the County.  She also mentioned the Rick Bernotas and Mike Tryon 
would be attending the Landmark Photo Dedication later this evening.  Many 
RSVP’s were received and a good turnout is expected. 
 
Brian Hora was attending the meeting and had also submitted his application for  
HPC member to the County Board.  He mentioned that he works for the museum 
in Waukegan, but lives in Cary and would really like to be involved in McHenry 
County. 
 
Ms. Duresa made a motion, seconded by Ms. Collins to forward Mr. Hora’s 
application to the County Board for recommendation to the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Ms. Duresa also mentioned that Barrington Hills was not discussed at the last 
meeting and she would like it added to the next agenda. 



 
Cary Public Library has information about the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission on their website.  The Commission was encouraged to 
visit the website. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Collins to adjourn the meeting.  All 
present voting aye.  Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack, Chairman; Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, Carrie 
Koster-Horan and Brian Hora 
Absent:  Denise Collins, David Stack and Dave Gervias 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Ms. Drabant to approve the regular 
minutes of May 5, 2004.  Ms. Duresa asked that where she spoke of 
Barrington in the last minutes it should read “Barrington Hills”.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Ms. Mack noted that Ms. Koster-Horan needed to leave early and allowed her 
report first. 
 
Ms. Koster-Horan reported on the multiple presentations she had given 
during the month of May.  Ms. Drabant would like Ms. Koster-Horan to offer 
presentations at other historic events.  Ms. Koster-Horan also mentioned that 
she needed extra endangered site forms which Ms. Wanaski provided to her.  
She also thought that in the next Gazette an article could be devoted to the 
endangered sites. 
 
She has been speaking with Lisa Trainor, Chairman of the Marengo Historic 
Preservation Commission, on the Hibbard House.  The property has been 
condemned by the City of Marengo.  The Marengo Historic Preservation has 
$100,000 from a trust.  They are hoping to raise between $450,000 - 
$500,000 to restore the property and also to cover the legal fees involved.  
Ms. Wanaski suggested that contact is made with Crystal Lake to see how 
they raised money to restore the Dole Mansion.  Motion by Ms. Drabant, 
seconded by Ms. Koster-Horan, to send a letter of support to the Marengo 
Historic Preservation Commission along with carbon copies to the Marengo 
Township Board for their efforts to save the Hibbard House.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRMAN 
Ms. Mack reported that the reception for the Landmark Photo Display was a 
wonderful success.  Thank you notes were sent out to Rick Bernotas and 
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Michael Tryon.  The fall Joint Council meeting will be held at the Holcombville 
School where Nancy Fike will report on “A Look at Local History” week.  
Everyone is invited to bring their own chairs.   
 
Ms. Mack contacted the President of the Farm Bureau regarding the 
Commission representation by the Farm Bureau on the Commission’s roster.  
He will be publishing the vacancy notice in the next months Farm Bureau 
Newsletter.  
 
 Ms. Mack reported that she received a phone call from Springfield regarding 
a cell tower request at the Clark Farm on Route 120 and Thompson Road.  
The tower location is proposed behind the barn and silos.    Ms. Drabant 
noted the health concerns as well as the stone cabin which is one of six 
remaining in the County.  Noted too was that the the house on the property 
has a cobblestone foundation.  She was also concerned with other towers 
being proposed on the property at a later date.  Ms. Wanaski reminded the 
Commission that they can only make suggestions and cannot stop the 
erection of the tower.  A letter will be sent to IHAPC with the concerns noted 
above.  The Commission supports limiting the number of towers on the 
property to one. 
 
Ms. Koster-Horan left the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
I. SURVEY 

Rural Intensive Survey 
Ms. Drabant reported that she spoke to the Barn Preservation group 
about sharing data about barns documented from the Rural Intensive 
Survey. She will provide the group with a subset (barns only).  She 
also informed the Commission that two nominations will be submitted 
soon; one is the old wooden bridge in Richmond.   
 

II. SCENIC ROADS/STREETS 
Ms. Duresa provided one of the official placemats of Fox River Grove, a 
copy of the Cary Public Library poster for local history week, 
newspaper articles relating to the week’s activities, handouts from the 
Fox River Grove school presentation, national historic week poster 
from the National Historic Trust and also photos from her display cases 
in Cary and Fox River Grove.    Ms. Duresa offered the “traveling 
library display” to anyone in the Commission that would like to borrow 
it for any other library.   
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MISCELLANEOUS 
     
Ms. Mack stated that after reviewing the Scenic Road Application it is too 
complicated and needs to be simplified.   She also asked for an Ordinance and 
Rules and Procedures for the new Commissioner, Brian Hora.  She encouraged 
Mr. Hora to find a project that interested him.  He would also be provided with a 
map of the landmarked sites in McHenry County. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Ms. Drabant to adjourn the meeting.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Minutes 

July 7, 2004 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack, Chairman; Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, Carrie Koster-
Horan, Brian Hora, Denise Collins and David Stack 
Absent:  David Gervais 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Hora to approval the regular minutes of 
June 2, 2004.  After a brief discussion one amendment was made.  First page, 
fourth paragraph, “Marengo Township Board” should be “City of Marengo”.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Mack reported that two applications had been received by the Scenic Road 
Committee.  The Sub-committee met since the last meeting and this will be 
discussed in Ms. Duresa’s report. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Survey – Mr. Stack followed up on a request called in by Viola Stewart’s grand-
daughter.  He mentioned that he had called several times with no answer.  The 
home is located on Van Der Karr Road and Stewart in Hebron.  He will send an 
application and a short note thanking her for her interest.  
 
Education – Denise Collins is preparing the next Gazette which will be ready for 
distribution in August.  She will have the same features as the previous issue; 
history in your pocket will be about postage stamps, a hidden message puzzle, 
old fashioned fun (box ball and stick ball), three new architectural features and a 
did you know section on the definition of “banister”.  She is in need of two 
sentences that explain the difference between the Historic Preservation 
Commission from the Historical Society.  She is also searching for a person to 
highlight in the “Our Neighbor” section.  Hebron women’s baseball league was 
suggested.  Mr. Hora recommended calling Rockford (Rockford Peaches). 
 
Scenic Streets/Roads – Ms. Duresa reported that the Sub-committee received 
two applications; Mason Hill Road and River Road.  Ms. Duresa brought what 
was submitted and pictures for the Commission to preview.  There was 



discussion as to who would pay for the scenic road signs regarding Mason Hill 
Road. It was determined that the cost of $80 for signs would be incurred by the 
Village of Bull Valley.  Motion by Mr. Stack, seconded by Ms. Horan to approve 
the application of Mason Hill Road to be designated as scenic road #2.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried.  Ms. Mack volunteered to contact 
the Village of Bull Valley. 
 
The River Road Application will be resubmitted because some changes will be 
made.  There was discussion as to whether a scenic road can use several streets 
and if there were pockets of the street, that were not scenic, if they should be 
included.  Ms. Collins mentioned that she felt the several roads could be included 
and a “scenic route” and the pockets should also be included because those 
areas tend to “rise” to some level of scenic status of their neighbors. 
 
STAFF REPORT 
Ms. Wanaski explained that the Department was in the process of updating the 
budget for FY04/05.  She requested the Commission think about any additional 
line items that could be used in their budget.  No additional money will be given 
to the Commission, but the division could be split differently.  A line for 
“hospitality” for open houses etc. will be added to the Budget.  Ms. Wanaski also 
mentioned that she applied for a supplemental budget to subsidize 40% of the 
cost to complete a rural intensive survey in Hebron and Alden Townships in the 
aount of $10,000.  Ms. Collins requested that Dreamweaver software is 
purchased from the current year’s budget.  She will provide information to 
Maryann.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Mr. Horan, seconded by Ms. Collins to adjourn the meeting.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 



McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Minutes 

August 4, 2004 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack, Chairman; Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, Denise Collins and 
Carrie Koster-Horan 
Absent:  Gail Drabant and Brian Hora and David Stack 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Duresa to approve the regular minutes of July 
7, 2004.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Mack reported that she attended the Village of Bull Valley’s Board meeting where 
she presented information on the designation of Mason Hill Road as Scenic Road #2.  
She directed staff to send a blank application to the Village.  Ms. Mack will also be 
giving a presentation to Dorr Township on September 14th regarding Mason Hill Road. 
 
Ms. Mack also spoke to Tony Freels from the Ostend Cemetery Board.  He mentioned 
that the sign is in good condition except for a piece of trim on the arch that needs 
painting.  He also noted that the boy scouts will be trimming and clearing brush from 
the cemetery.  In conversation, he mentioned that they would like to put up a picket 
fence along the front of the cemetery.  Ms. Mack would like the Commission to consider 
giving the cemetery a grant to pay for a portion of the fence.  Motion by Ms. Duresa, 
seconded by Mr. Gervais to give a monetary gift for the purchase of the picket fence in 
the amount of $750.  During discussion, Mr. Gervais explained that he felt a donation of 
this type was beyond the scope of what the Commission would be able to donate 
especially to a private entity.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Duresa, Koster-Horan; Nay:  Gervais, 
Collins and Mack.  Motion failed.  Ms. Collins suggested calling Home Depot to ask for a 
donation and she offered to make the phone call. 
 
Mr. Dan Shea dropped off a newspaper article from the Daily Herald regarding Plum 
Tree Road’s scenic status and why no other streets in the County have been 
designated.  Ms. Duresa had already replied to the article and provided the Commission 
with a copy of her response.   
 
Nancy Fike called Ms. Mack regarding the Rudolphus Hutchinson House to inform her 
that a porch was being added.  Ms. Mack asked staff to search permit records to see in 
a permit was obtained. 



 
Ms. Mack also reminded the Commission that the Joint Council will be meeting in Union 
at the Historical Society Museum.  Tom Heavisides of IDNR will be speaking on the 
Local Legacy Act.  Members of the Farm Bureau and MCCD will likewise be invited. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Survey Committee – None 
 
Municipal Liaison – None 
 
Communications – Ms. Collins provided copies of the next issue of the Gazette for the 
Commission to fold and also to distribute.  Ms. Koster-Horan added some small school 
article to the Gazette.   
 
Scenic Streets/Roads 
Ms. Duresa reported that North River Road application is still in progress.  She was also 
notified that an application will be submitted for a street in Marengo in the near future. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that the Diggins School has new owners.  She 
sent them a copy of the Ordinance and a packet of information and recorded their 
names as the new owners.  Ms. Wanaski briefly spoke on the Local Legacy Act that was 
passed by the State, but has no money to fund the program.  The Commission was 
reminded that budget money needs to be spent in the very near future.  Ms. Collins will 
report back to staff on information on Dreamweaver software to construct the web 
page.  The next Gazette will be out in mid-October.  The deadline will be early in 
October.  A suggestion was made that a small article could be written about each 
member on the Commission.  Ms. Collins asked each commissioner to write a paragraph 
about themselves and to send it to her via e-mail. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The Village of Barrington Hills can be removed from the agenda since phone calls have 
not been returned. 
 
Commission members would like the Joint Council to  produce a calendar of events for 
historic events countywide.  This could possibly be added to the Gazette. 
 
The Village of Huntley is looking to appoint their own Historic Preservation Commission.  
The Village assumed they could adopt the County’s Historic Preservation, but they must 
create their own.  Staff will be sending the Village a formal letter. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ms. Horan and seconded by Ms. Duresa to adjourn the meeting.  
All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7: 50 a.m. 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Gloria Mack called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack; Chairperson, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, Brian Hora, Gail 
Drabant, Denise Collins and David Stack 
Absent:  Carrie Koster-Horan 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by David Stack to approve the minutes with the 
addition of Mr. Stack to the absent list and to change the word “art” to article regarding 
the article submitted by Ms. Horan for the newsletter.  All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Mack reported that the Joint Council notice on September 22nd has been mailed out.  
The speaker at the meeting will be Tom Heavisides from IDNR.  She has received many 
positive comments on the Gazette and thanked Ms. Collins for all of her work.  Nancy 
Fike informed Ms. Mack that next year from June through August an exhibit called “Key 
Ingredients”, provided by the Smithsonian, will be coming to McHenry County.  The 
historic society is anticipating increased hours and has asked for volunteers.  Ms. Mack 
was also invited to a brainstorming meeting on September 9th if anyone is interested in 
attending.  Ms. Mack also mentioned the Fox River Grove Windmill must be moved from 
its current location.  The anticipated cost could be up to $30,000.  Ms. Wanaski 
mentioned that she would contact LPCI and relate any information to the administration 
at the Village of Fox River Grove.  Also noted was a new liaison for MCCD; Aimee Collins 
will be taking the place of Mary Keith.   Ms. Mack mentioned three upcoming programs 
that might be of interest to Commissioners:   
 
 Preserving Our Heritage – September 9th at the Northern Trust 
 Conference on Illinois History – October 28th and 29th in Springfield 
 LPCI Awards – Stock Exchange Trading Room – October 9th 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Survey- David Gervais noted that there will be a new application submitted soon.  
Shirley Bean will be going to the Village of Trout Valley for approval to repair the stone 
arch which is technically located in Cary. 
 
Communications - Website - Denise asked that status of purchasing Dreamweaver.  Ms. 
Wanaski informed the Commission that approval from the Information Technology 
Department was being sought prior to purchasing the software since they support us.   
 



Education - Ms. Collins noted that the article deadline for the next Gazette is early 
October.  Remember the articles are for children with the average age being 12 years 
old. 
 
Scenic Street/Roads – The Sub-Committee is seeking approval from the Village of 
Algonquin to designate North River Road.  Signs for Mason Hill Road will be ordered 
after the meeting on September 14th in Dorr Township. 
 
Review from Staff  
Ms. Wanaski mentioned that Dan Shea had given her a copy of Ms. Duresa's reply in the 
newspaper.   
 
She also reported that there is a new program, "Preserve America".  This is a White 
House initiative.  She asked the Commission if they would be interested in participating.  
 
The Commission was also reminded that the budget deadline is nearing for any other 
items to be purchased from FY 2004 budget dollars.   
 
 A staff member from the Department was asking for help in locating information on the 
Marlow grain building in Huntley for a family member who was hoping to create a small 
replica of the building.  Nancy Fike should be contacted for information.  The "At Home 
in Huntley” Book is another great source. 
 
The following meetings will continue during this month: 
 
September 9th  Meeting with Nancy Fike 
September 14th Meeting at Dorr Township 
September 22nd Joint Council meeting 
September 23rd Sub-Committee meeting. 
 
Next months Old Business agenda item will include the Fox River Grove Windmill. 
 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Stack to continue this meeting until September 14 
at Dorr Township and the then until September 23rd, at Barnes and Noble at 7:30 pm. 
 
All members presenting voting aye.  Motion carried.  All aye 
 
The meeting was closed at 7:47 p.m. 



Date:  9/28/2004 7:26:33 PM 

Subject:  Scenic Roads Sub-Committee 

 

 

McHenry County  

Historic Preservation Commission  

Continued from September 1 to September 14 & 23, 2004 

 

 

September 14, 2004  

Dorr Township Board Meeting 

Presentation for Mason Hill Road of Bull Valley was changed to October 12,  

2004.   

Chairman Gloria Mack will be attending. 

 

 

Scenic Street and Roads Sub-Committee Minutes 

 September 23, 2004 

 

 

Hi Maryanne, 

To follow are the minutes from Sep 23, Scenic Road Sub-Committee. 

I would greatly apreciate if you could call Bob Kosin Admin.of Barrington  

Hills about the missing County scenic road sign on corner of Ridge & Plum Tree. 

  

There is road construction going on.  BH telephone 847-551-3000.  Thanks a  

million 

Hope the minutes meet with your approval.  

Bonnie 

 

 

McHenry County  

Historic Preservation Commission  

Continued from September 1 to September 14 & 23, 2004 

 

 

September 14, 2004  

Dorr Township Board Meeting 

Presentation for Mason Hill Road of Bull Valley was changed to October 12,  

2004.   

Chairman Gloria Mack will be attending. 

 

 

Scenic Street and Roads Subcommittee Minutes 

  

September 23, 2004 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

By HPC Chairman Gloria Mack at 7:33 PM 

Scenic Roads Chairman Bonnie Duresa conducted meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Gloria Mack, Bonnie Duresa, Laurie Abboud, Sarah Edwards, Jim Keefe 

Absent: Marti Swanson & Dorothy Otis.   Randi Rewoldt (came approx. 7:50 PM) 



   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Motion by  Jim Keefe, seconded by Gloria Mack to approve from last meeting on 

July 1, 2004 meeting . 

 

APPROVAL OF SCENIC STREET # 3 

North River Road in Algonquin, Algonquin Township 

All members received the revised application via mail.  Ms. Edwards & Ms.  

Rewoldt, 

suggested updating information regarding the new ownership of Camp  

Algonquin..  Chairman Duresa agreed to update it before the next meeting of the 

County  

Historic Preservation Commission. 

Motion by Sarah Edwards to approve North River Road in Algonquin, as Scenic  

Road # 3 of McHenry County, Ms. Abboud seconded the motion.  All members  

present voted aye.  

 

Thank you to all the members attending this evenings meeting.  

Respectfully submitted by  Bonnie Duresa.   

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Mack at 8:02 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



MCHENRY COUNTY  
HISTORIC PRESERVTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

OCTOBER 6, 2004 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Carrie Koster-Horan called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Carrie Koster-Horan, Bonnie Duresa, David Stack, Brian Hora, Gail 
Drabant, Denise Collins and Aimee Collins. 
Absent:  David Gervais and Gloria Mack 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Denise Collins, seconded by Bonnie Duresa to approve the minutes of 
September 1, 2004 and the September 23, 2004 minutes by Ms. Duresa.  Ms. 
Duresa asked that clarification be made to the minutes of September 1st relating 
to Scenic Street/Roads; add wording “The subcommittee” is seeking approval 
from the Village of Algonquin…..  All members present voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Drabant presented Gloria’s report in her absence.  She noted that the Joint 
Council met on July 22nd at the Historical Society Museum in Union.  Tom 
Heavisides and Nancy Williamson of IDNR presented the program.  There were 
approximately 14 people in attendance.  She also mentioned that they would like 
a copy of the Commission’s Comprehensive Landmark list.  Ms. Mack thought a 
letter should be sent to all groups requesting an updated list of their landmarks 
so that we can be up to date with our list.   
 
Ms. Mack and Ms. Collins attended the Smithsonian Exhibit meeting on 
September 9th.  The next meeting will be held on October 21st.  If you would like 
to attend please contact Ms. Collins. 
 
Ms. Mack reminded everyone to start preparing their annual reports since they 
are due at the December meeting. 
 
Ms. Mack had noted in her report that five homes in Marengo have received 
landmark status.  She is attaching a copy of the newspaper article in the 
minutes. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Survey Committee Ms. Drabant received a new grant application package 
which is due November 8, 2004.   This grant has been utilized twice in previous 
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years to help complete the rural intensive survey.  This is a 60% federal, 40% 
local share.  The first phase of this survey completed Algonquin, Nunda and 
McHenry Townships.  The second phase included Richmond, Burton, Greenwood, 
Coral and Dorr Townships.  The third phase will include Hebron and Seneca 
Townships.   Motion by Gail Drabant, seconded by Brian Hora to continue 
forward with Phase 3 of the Intensive Rural Survey.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Endangered Sites – David Stack reported that the owner of the windmill in Fox 
River Grove had contacted him and he will be attending a meeting on October 
13th  with the Fox River Grove Park Commission. 
 
Ms. Wanaski noted that a cellular company is requesting to co-located on an 
existing cell tower on Beachway in Algonquin and needs comments from the 
Commission.  David Stack will be in that area and will take a look at the 
property.  He will prepare a letter for Maryanne to forward to Springfield. 
 
Communication – Dreamweaver software is ordered.  Denise is finishing up 
the fall issue of the Gazette.  She mentioned that there is some space left if 
anyone has anything to submit.  There will be an article about flour mills and 
grist mills, harvest and apples and some house features.  Ms. Wanaski was 
contacted by a Nippersink School parent that was willing to pay postage for 
copies of the Gazette.  Ms. Wanaski met with Don Englert, Superintendent for 
McHenry County Schools and they do not have an open door policy.  However, 
the Gazatte could be sent out to social science teachers to be incorporated with 
their curriculum. 
 
Scenic Streets – Ms. Duresa has a copy of the application of North River Road 
submitted by the Historic Commission of Algonquin for everyone to see.  They 
noted it was a nice compact road and a compatible road to be marked as a 
scenic road.  Ms. Drabant felt this was a good candidate for a scenic road.  
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by David Stack to accept North River Road as 
a scenic road.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
On October 13th the Fox River Grove Park Commission will meet to discuss the 
windmill.  Ms. Duresa mentioned that they are still seeking donations and that 
local masons are volunteering to help after the move to a nearby park.  Ms. 
Duresa would like to donate money from the Historic Preservation Budget.    
There was a discussion if this is allowed.  This item is tabled until the next 
meeting in November. 
 
Ms. Duresa asked who was in charge of the display case in the Main Government 
Center Building.  She would like to display a few items in the case.  It is believed 
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that the Historical Society was given permission to have the case and it would 
not be appropriate to ask them to use it.  Maryanne will look into this further. 
 
Report by Staff 
Ms. Wanaski provided the Commission with a 2005 list of calendar dates.  
Meetings will continue to be held on the first Wednesday of each month except 
June because of the Memorial Day Holiday and will be held on June 8th.  
 
Ms. Wanaski asked the Commission for any ideas or items that need to be 
purchased from the FY 2004 Budget.  White binders for the Rural Intensive 
Survey will be purchased from the 2004 Budget. 
 
The Village of Huntley is pursuing their own Ordinance and Commission.  Ms. 
Wanaski offered the Commission’s help to Carl Tomaso, Village Administrator to 
get them started. 
 
Brian reviewed the Preserve America forms and felt that he was not here long 
enough to provide the information that is needed for submittal.   He mentioned 
that there are 3 categories; cultural/natural heritage, merit or tourism, or a 
privately funded effort.  It was decided that Denise would submit the form under 
the cultural/natural heritage category for the Gazzette .  The deadline is 
November 1, 2004.   
 
Ms. Wanaski noted that the brush and overgrown weeded area around the sign 
and along Route 120 at Ostend Cemetery has been cleaned up. 
 
Motion by Ms. Denise Collins, seconded by Ms. Duresa to adjourn.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 3, 2004 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Mack, called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack; Chairman, Bonnie Duresa, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, 
Denise Collins and Aimee Collins 
Absent:  David Stack, Carrie Koster-Horan and Brian Hora 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of 
October 6, 2004 as presented.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Mack suggested that we make a change in the scenic road application and 
include the question “how the road or street was named”.  Ms. Duresa asked if a 
submittal date could be placed on the application too.  Staff will follow up.   
 
On October 12th Ms. Mack attended the Dorr Township meeting where she 
presented information on Mason Hill Road.  The Township officials voted 
unanimously to designate the road.  She then contacted the Village of Bull Valley 
via telephone to inform them of the outcome of the meeting and requested that 
they coordinate with Dorr Township a short ceremony designating the road.  As 
of November 1st she was informed that Bull Valley had the signs and were in the 
process of putting them in.  She inquired if they would like a ceremony and they 
will let her know. 
 
Ms. Mack spoke to the Village of Algonquin’s Administrator, Bill Ganek, to have 
North River Road placed on the Village meeting agenda.  He informed her that 
the Algonquin Commission had brought it to the Board.   They did not vote; but 
the consensus was that North River Road could be a scenic road.  Ms. Mack 
asked if the Commission should require a vote.  Mr. Gervais suggested that since 
money would be expended to purchase and install the sign a vote should be 
required.  Ms. Mack will contact the Village to notify them.   
 
Ms. Mack also noted that she spoke to Art Ostend, Village Administrator of Fox 
River Grove on November 2, 2004 regarding the Windmill and she noted that the 
ownership has not been transferred. 
 
SURVEY  
Gail Drabant thanked Maryanne for preparing the grant application for Phase III 
of the Rural Intensive Survey; Hebron and Seneca Townships.   
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She stated that we have received inquiries on two more landmarks and also 
provided a list of pending sites.  It was also mentioned that a letter was received 
from Linda Balek asking for direction from the Commission on preserving the Old 
Mill on Alden Road.  This item will be forwarded to David Stack. 
 
Ms. Mack read David Stack’s report to the Commission.  He reported that he 
attended the meeting on October 13, 2004 at the Fox River Grove Village Hall to 
discuss moving the Legat Windmill.  Discussion took place regarding restoration 
and replication of the structure.  Several items of information were given on 
grants for restoration of the structure.  No decisions were made and Mr. Stack 
has not heard anything more on this item since the meeting. 
 
Mr. Stack also provided a copy of the letter he sent regarding the 
telecommunications antenna and expansion of fenced compound on Beachway 
Road in Algonquin.  In the correspondence he noted that there were no 
potentially historically significant land marked properties within the area.  He 
noted that the Algonquin Cemetery is located directly to the south of the existing 
well house and fenced area.  Precautions should be taken to insure no damage is 
done to the graves and head stones near the fenced area.  His correspondence 
will be forwarded to Springfield.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Denise Collins noted that the Dreamweaver software was received.  She will 
work on the website and bring her laptop to the January meeting so everyone 
can view the proposed website at that date. 
 
The Gazette is ready to go for the fall issue.  Ms. Mack thought we should mail 
copies to libraries that we are not able to drop off copies in person.  She will 
provide a list of those libraries.  The Gazette will be added to the website and 
will allow for greater circulation.  Ms. Collins asked the Commission for ideas for 
the next issue.  Items such as how roads get their names was considered.  Also, 
women’s hairstyles, how germ awareness changed styles and facts on the 
common cold were suggested. 
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Duresa noted that she neglected to state that the sub-committee 
unanimously approved North River Road, which should have preceded her 
request for the Commission’s approval. 
 
Ms. Duresa spoke about the Legat Windmill and stated that they need help.  She 
mentioned that Fox River Grove would like to move the structure to Lyons Park, 
but they need guidance.  She wondered if Springfield could offer a professional 
opinion on moving the structure.  In Old World Wisconsin many buildings were 
taken apart and rebuilt piece by piece with each piece being numbered and 
placed in exactly the same position.  Ms. Duresa noted that donations are 
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needed for this project.  Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Mr. Gervias, to 
donate $450.00 to the Cary Grove Historic Society for preservation of the Legat 
Windmill in Fox River Grove.  There was discussion on the motion.  Ms. Duresa 
felt that this is what the Commission is about.  Mr. Gervais noted that he had 
concerns that giving this money sets precedence and this is also taxpayer 
money.  He is in support of this project but not through this Commission’s funds.  
Roll Call vote:  Denise Collins: no, David Gervais: no, Bonnie Duresa: aye, Gail 
Drabant: no, and Gloria: no.  Motion failed.  It was suggested that a letter is sent 
to the Village in support.  This item will be forwarded to David Stack.  Motion by 
Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais that the survey Commission Chairman, 
David Stack, write a letter to the Fox River Grove Park Commission in support of 
moving and preserving of the Legat Windmill.  All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
Ms. Duresa toured the Pullman House, one of Chicago’s oldest house tours.  She 
provided the Commission with a brochure for information and suggested that the 
Commission take the tour in fall of 2005. 
 
Ms. Duresa noted that the scenic road sign for Barrington Hills is still missing 
after the road construction.  She requested that the Commission order a new 
sign.  Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Mr. Gervais to order a new scenic road 
sign for Barrington Hills.  Motion to amend original motion, change to, Motion to 
order new sign for Barrington Hills not to exceed $50 for replacement of missing 
sign.  All members present voting aye to amend the motion.  All members voting 
aye on the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski took orders for the 2005 historic calendars.  She also noted that 
Preserving America – CDBG has money that could be available.  The percentage 
that is available is low, but not many applications are received for this category.  
This item was referred to Amiee Collins. 
 
Ms. Wanaski had previously asked the Commission about items that could be 
purchased from this years remaining budget.  It was thought a display case 
would be a good idea.  She provided a few examples from the internet. Motion 
by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervias to purchase an exhibit case with legs 
not to exceed $250.00.    David Gervais noted that this Commission does not 
have artifacts like the Historical Society and the display case is not necessary.  
After reviewing the examples provided the Commission thought more money 
should be provided for a more appropriate case.  Motion to amend not to exceed 
$450.00 for purchasing a display case.   Roll Call vote:  David Gervais: no, Gloria:  
No, Denise Collins: aye and Bonnie Duresa:  aye. 
 
Ms. Wanaski mentioned that she volunteered Ms. Mack to speak with Huntley’s 
Historic Preservation Commission.  Ms. Wanaski attended their meeting last 
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week.  She advised them to start small, but first start with an intensive survey of 
the Village before deciding to recommend historic districts. 
 
Ms. Wanaski has the grant application for Phase III of the Intensive Rural 
Survey.  She and Gail Drabant will submit it to Springfield at the end of the 
week. 
 
Mr. Gervais noted that there is a meeting on the Local Legacy project and he 
recommended that someone attend on behalf of this Commission.  He decided 
that he would be the person to attend. 
 
The next meeting for the Commission will be the Christmas/December meeting.  
The Commission agreed to meet at Pirro Brothers Restaurant on the Woodstock 
Square.  Staff will send out invites. 
 
Aimee Collins, on behalf of MCCD, will be added as a regular agenda item. 
 
Motion to adjourn by David Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESEVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

DECEMBER 1, 2004 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman, Gloria Mack called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  The meeting 
was held at Pirro Bros. Restaurant. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack; Chairman, David Gervias, David Stack, Aimee Collins, 
Brian Hora, Gail Drabant. 
Absent:  Bonnie Duresa and Denise Collins, Carrie Koster-Horan 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Hora to recommend approval of the 
minutes of the November 3, 2004 meeting.  All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Stack to suspend all regular business 
until the next meeting in January; excepting the recommendation of Randy 
Rewoldt.   All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Hora to recommend the appointment of 
Randi Rewoldt to the  McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission and 
forward said recommendation to the Planning and Development Committee.  All 
members present voting aye. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to adjourn the meeting.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 



The following meetings of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission will be held at 
7:00 p.m. in the McHenry County Administration Center 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, IL unless 
otherwise posted. 

December 3, 2003 

January 7, 2004 

February 4, 2004 

March 3, 2004 

April 7, 2004 

May 5, 2004 

June 2, 2004 

July 7, 2004 

August 4, 2004 

September 1, 2004 

October 6, 2004 

November 3, 2004 

Planninglhpclmeeting dates for 2003-2004 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Agenda 

Wednesday, January 5, 2005 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:  Election of Officers  
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites 
  Rural Intensive Survey  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:   

 
REPORT FROM MCCD: 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:   
 Year-end reports 
 LPCI statewide conference dates:  June 2nd – 4th  (See Christmas card) 
 Gloria reappointed to 2009 
 Randi appointed to fill vacant term to 2006 – have Randi fill in phone numbers/email etc on roster 
 Aimee has CDBG info in her folder, questions to Matt 
 Bonnie has corrected numbers for the Mason Hill scenic road signs 
 Gloria has newspaper article about Huntley’s HPC 
 Carrie has Endangered Sites request from LPCI 
 Maryanne’s folder:  Lustron article,  

 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
OLD BUSINESS: Review of the Commission’s Ordinance/Plan/Rules & Procedures 
    
 
ADJOURNMENT      Planning/HPC/Agenda/Agenda 2005/January 5 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 2, 2005 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman, Gloria Mack called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack; Chairman, David Gervais, David Stack, Aimee Collins, 
Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Brian Hora, Bonnie Duresa, Randi Rewoldt, and 
Carrie Koster Horan. 
 
Staff:  Maryann Wanaski, Cindy Sassaman and Audrey Martin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
This item was deferred until later in the meeting. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Mack spoke about Local History week which has been extended through the 
entire month of May.  The next meeting for Local History Month will be on March 
2, and Randi will attend. 
 
She also noted that the Joint Council meeting is in March and Gloria will be out 
of town during that time.  It was noted that the fall meeting may be canceled. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Ms. Mack made a motion to nominate Carrie Koster Horan for Chairperson, David 
Stack for Vice Chairman and Gail Drabant for Secretary.  No other nominations 
were made.  Mr. Stack seconded the motion.  All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Hora, seconded by Mr. Stack to adjourn the meeting.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Ms. Koster Horan called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. under her 
chairmanship. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Mr. Stack to approve the minutes of December 1, 2004.  Ms. Koster 
Horan requested that her name be added to the list of absent members.   Motion 
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by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Stack to amend the minutes as corrected.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
Recommendations for standing committees will be presented at the next regular 
meeting by Ms. Koster Horan. 
 
SURVEY 
No report. 
 
ENDANGERED SITES 
No report. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/EDUCATION 
Ms. Collins has Issue #4 of the Gazette ready for disbursement. If anyone has 
any ideas for the next issue please forward them to Denise.   She also noted that 
she has the digital pictures for the website.  When more is completed on the 
website it will be presented to the Commission. 
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
The River Road application was not formally approved.  In order for this to be 
approved a vote must be taken at the municipal level so that payment for the 
signs are approved. Ms. Duresa expects to present the application at the March 
Commission meeting.   
 
Ms. Duresa mentioned that another scenic road sign is missing from Fox River 
Grove.   Ms. Wanaski will order a new street sign from Plum Tree when Mr. Miller 
is ready for the sign.  She also noted that she has the stickers for the Mason Hill 
Road signs. (number correction) 
 
There was discussion on the scenic road signs being taken down and stolen and 
possibly adding a note on the sign that states it is government property.  The 
Commission decided against this measure. 
 
Ms. Duresa mentioned that the Commission’s handouts and nomination form 
regarding scenic roads are fine but need more information regarding the cost of 
the sign and the sign requirements.  She will obtain sign requirements from Bob 
Miller and offer suggested changes to the Commission at a later date. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski noted that she had not heard back from Mr. Ganek from the Village 
of Algonquin but will contact him next week. 
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The Commission expressed an interest in having the scenic road sign graphics 
copyrighted.   Mr. Gervais suggested contacting Attorney Matt Perrone in 
Algonquin.  He later offered to call for the information.   
 
Ms. Wanaski announced that there are CDBG funds available for historic 
preservation and not many applications are received for this category.  She 
requested Aimee Collins to contact Matt Hansel in Planning and Development 
regarding these funds. 
 
The statewide conference will be held in Joliet this year, June 2nd through the 4th.  
 
Ms. Wanaski announced that Gloria Mack was reappointed to the Commission 
with a term expiring in 2009 and Randi Rewoldt was appointed to fill a vacancy 
which will expire in 2006. 
 
Ms. Wanaski received correspondence from Mr. Fiske requesting a letter of 
understanding from the Commission regarding historic barns.  Mr. Gervais 
suggested writing a resolution recognizing his work on historic barns.  The 
Commission was in agreement and Mr. Gervais will create the resolution. 
 
A letter was received from Mr. Pendergrass voicing concerns over Mason Hill 
Road designation as a scenic road.  He is concerned about increased traffic and 
litter on the roadway due to the scenic road designation.  Ms. Koster Horan will 
respond to the letter and explain the process that is followed when designating a 
scenic road. 
 
Mr. Hora announced that there will be a conference in Waukegan on the barns of 
Lake County during the month of April.   
 
Annual Report attendance sheets will be needed for next month. 
 
It was noted that the bylaws will be reviewed at a future meeting. 
 
Ms. Wanaski asked for a volunteer to speak to the County Board regarding signs 
on barns and discuss older barns with historic significance or that are part of the 
national register.  Several signs in the County were discussed as examples.  She 
noted that this would be the County Board Meeting on March 15th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Gervais and seconded by Mr. Stack.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 



McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

MARCH 2, 2005 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman, Carrie Koster Horan called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Carrie Koster Horan; Chairman, Gail Drabant, David Gervais, David 
Stack, Denise Collins, Aimee Collins, and Randi Rewoldt. 
 
Absent:  Gloria Mack & Bonnie Duresa.   
Excused absence:  Brian Hora 
 
Staff:  Maryann Wanaski, Audrey Martin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Stack to approve the minutes of 
February 2, 2005.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Koster Horan mentioned that she had drafted a letter responding to a Mr. 
Pendergrass who voiced concerns over Mason Hill Road being designated as a 
scenic road.  She asked for any feedback from the Commission.   Ms. Koster 
Horan read the letter out loud and questioned the public hearing process.   Ms. 
Wanaski mentioned that the Scenic Road Sub Committee submits their 
application and then they appear before each governmental body that has 
jurisdiction over that road.  This would have been an agenda item at one of Bull 
Valley’s village meetings and also on the Dorr and Nunda Township agendas.  
Staff will re-draft the letter and submit to Ms. Koster-Horan for approval. 
 
Ms. Koster Horan stated copies of the Gazette have been dropped off at the 
Marengo Public Library and the Library of Harvard. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Ms. Koster Horan stated she has put together a list recommending standing 
committee members for the upcoming year.  They are: 
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 Survey:  Brian Hora, David Stack, Gail Drabant, and 
Carrie Koster Horan 

 Municipal Liaison: Gloria Mack 
 Communication and Education: Denise Collins 
 Scenic Streets and Roads:  Bonnie Duresa, Randi 

Rewoldt 
   
Mr. Gervais volunteered to help on a part-time basis. 
 
SURVEY 
No report. 
 
Ms. Wanaski stated she received a call from a Mrs. Granger who lives on Lily 
Lake Road.  She would like her house nominated.   Ms. Wanaski gave Mr. Stack 
the information to follow up.  
 
Ms. Wanaski stated there has been no word whether the CLG grant was 
approved for Phase III of the Rural Intensive Survey.   
 
MUNICIAPAL LIASON 
No report 
 
ENDANGERED SITES 
No report 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/EDUCATION 
 
Ms. Denise Collins completed a Dreamweaver class and asked the Commission 
for suggestions on the website.  Suggestions included, the Gazette in PDF form, 
various links such as the Powers Walker House, HPC’s calendar, the Historical 
Society, the Barn Preservation Group, other County / Municipal Preservation 
Commissions, Endangered Sites, IHPA in Springfield, Landmark Preservation 
Council of Illinois, and a history link.  Other suggestions included a section on 
how to research your house, various forms such as a nomination form. Ms. 
Wanaski said she would e-mail information to Denise.  Ms. Collins stated she 
would like to have the site up and running by History Month in May. 
 
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
 

Bonnie Duresa submitted her comments in writing because she was attending a 
meeting about “Local History Month.”  See attached. 
 
Ms. Duresa recommended to the Commission that River Road be approved. 
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Motion by Ms. Drabant seconded by Ms. Koster Horan to approve the designation  
of River Road through Seneca and Marengo Townships as Scenic Road #4.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Ms. Wanaski will bind the application and history and send to Gloria to give to 
each of the townships. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
 

Ms. Wanaski referenced a letter received from Mathew Perrone on the matter of 
cost for having the scenic road sign copyrighted.   A discussion was had 
regarding negotiating his fees up to fee quoted. 
 
Mr. Gervais made a motion seconded by Ms. Drabant to approve the $250 and to 
obtain a copyright for the 0scenic roads.  Roll call was taken and all present 
voted as follows:  Gail Drabant: aye, David Stack: aye, David Gervais: aye, 
Denise Collins: aye, Randi Rewoldt: aye Carrie Koster Horan, aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 

Mr. Gervais then made a motion seconded by Ms. Drabant to direct Maryanne to 
enter into negotiations with Matthew Perrone JR. to obtain the copyright.   All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Maryanne requested approving the Commission’s Annual Report per CLG 
requirements.  Denise Collins made the motion, seconded by Gail Drabant.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   Gail Drabant thanked Maryanne 
for all of the work she has done putting the report together. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Denise Collins mentioned the Commission Awards Program and said that the 
Commission was eligible.  The application needs to be postmarked by March 21. 
There is a $10 dollar entry fee.  Mr. Gervais suggested the Gazette publication 
should be entered.   Denise mentioned the scenic roads would also be a good 
idea.  Mr. Gervais suggested nominating Denise only and not the Commission.  
Gail Drabant offered to write something with Randi Rewaldt.  Denise will do the 
write up for submission for the scenic road application.   
 

Motion by Carrie Koster-Horan seconded by Mr. Gervais to submit nominations 
for the Gazette and Scenic Roads for the Commission Awards. Mr. Gervais 
approved the $20 entry fee.   Roll call was taken and all present voted as 
follows:  Gail Drabant: aye, David Stack: aye, David Gervais: aye, Denise Collins: 
aye, Randi Rewoldt: aye Carrie Koster Horan: aye.  Motion carried. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Review of ordnances will be saved for another month. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Gervais and seconded by Mr. Stack.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

APRIL 6, 2005 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chairman, David Stack called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gloria Mack; David Gervais, David Stack, Brian Hora, and Bonnie 
Duresa  
 
Not Present: Carrie Koster-Horan, Gail Drabant, Denise Collins and Randi 
Rewoldt 
 
Staff:  Maryann Wanaski, Audrey Martin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of March 2, 2005. It was noted 
that the report on North River Road was not included in the minutes.  They are 
attached to these minutes.  It was also noted that Ms. Duresa attended a “Look 
at Local History Month” meeting, held on the same evening.  Revised minutes 
will reflect an excused absence.  Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to 
amend the minutes as corrected.  All members present voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
No report. 
 
SURVEY 
Mr. Stack made a phone call to Mary Stockwell.  She was not home so he does 
not have a written report.  He will be able to make a report once Ms. Stockwell 
gets back to him.  Mary Stockwell is the owner of the house on Lily Lake Road.   
 
ENDANGERED SITES 
No report. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/EDUCATION 
No report. 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON  
Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.   
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Bonnie Duresa attended the “Local History Month” Conference at the Woodstock 
Opera House, on March 2nd.  There were only eight people in attendance.  
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Everyone summarized what they were going to be doing and information will be 
put into an event calendar.  The McHenry County Preservation Commission is 
planning the dedication of North River Road as Scenic Road #4 on Sunday, May 
22nd.  Festivities will start at 1 o’clock in the afternoon at the Pringle School.    
 
Ms. Mack asked Maryanne to send a memo to the Planning and Development 
Committee requesting the County Board pass a proclamation denoting May 2005 
as “Look at Local History Month”.   
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that they were not awarded the 2005 CLG 
Grant to continue the Intensive Rural Survey.  Ms. Wanaski said she spoke with 
Gail Drabant about the Commission doing one township a year as a special 
project with or without state funding.  The western portion of the County, 
approximately 9 townships, still need to be surveyed.   
 
When asked by Commission members the reason for denying the grant request, 
Ms. Wanaski said that conversations with IHPA staff indicated Springfield will 
only consider additional funding if the Commission hires a consultant to do the 
survey.  IHAP staff feels that a professional would produce a better “work 
product” in a timelier manner.   
 
Mr. Gervais stated it diminishes the entire project if the survey is not completed. 
He feels we need to finish this project, and having the same person survey the 
remaining townships is extremely advantageous for quality and consistency.  
After some discussion, the Commission decided to revisit this topic at a later 
date.   
 
Ms. Wanaski spoke to Matthew Person and he volunteered to waive the fees to 
the copyright of the scenic road sign/logo.  The Commission agreed once the 
filing is completed, it would be a nice idea to send him a plaque recognizing his 
generosity.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Gervais stated due to the recent elections, the Commission should inform the 
newly elected officials what we have to offer and that overall, the Commission 
should start to promote itself.  A newly created Council of County Governments 
is being formed.  Mr. Gervais suggested the Commission look into having 
representation or at least volunteering to present a program about the 
Commission.     
 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Gervais and seconded by Mr. Stack.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

May 4, 2005 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Gail Drabant called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:   
Aimee Collins, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Randi Rewoldt, Gloria Mack,  
Bonnie Duresa 
 
Not Present:  
Brian Hora,  David Stack, David Gervais, Carrie Koster-Horan 
 
Staff Present:  Maryann Wanaski, Audrey Martin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Drabant to approve the minutes of April 6, 2005. It was noted that 
in the report from staff, North River Road was mentioned.  It should have been 
River Road.  Ms. Collins requested the roster be updated. It has been updated 
but the old one was mistakenly attached. 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Rewoldt to amend the minutes as 
corrected.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
ENDANGERED SITES 
No report 
 
SURVEY 
It was noted at the last meeting that we did not receive the grant.  Ms. Drabant 
noted the Committee needs to decide if they want to continue with this project 
on their own.   
 
She recommended the Committee get the last phase into binders and then in the 
fall go ahead and Survey one township because that is currently in the budget.  
The film and the processing is the major cost.  There was a brief discussion of 
going digital versus non digital.  It was decided to go digital because it gives the 
committee more options. It would cut down on man 
hours in terms of not having to scan every picture.  It was decided Hebron would 
be the first township done.   
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant seconded by Ms. Collins to digitally photograph the next  
township (Hebron) in the fall after the binders have been reproduced.   
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MUNICIPAL LIAISON  
No report. Ms. Mack did mention that Look at Local History Month is going well 
and the County is on board.  Ms. Wanaski provided the resolution passed by the 
County Board and will attach it to the minutes. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/EDUCATION 
Ms. Collins stated the web site is going along well.  She requested input from the 
Committee for the web site.  Ms. Collins is looking for something in writing that 
would explain what the HPC does.  It should be a small paragraph and 
Commissioners should note that the average audience is twelve-years old.  She 
has the pictures and paragraphs and would like to launch the site in June.  Ms. 
Wanaski stated she will find an information book for Ms. Collins.  Ms. Wanaski 
also suggested Ms. Collins look at the City of Chicago’s landmarks site.  Ms. 
Collins asked about the logo.  She is having trouble inserting it on a web page 
and enlarging it.  Maryanne will talk to Chuck Marke for help with the logo.  It 
was suggested to put examples of the logo in an e-mail so the Commission can 
give their feedback. 
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. 
 

Grace Moline called Ms. Mack and noted she had read about the River Road 
dedication at the Pringle School, but no one had contacted her to see that the 
school would be open.  Ms. Mack stated after talking to Bonnie Duresa, she 
realized the River Road dedication site had been changed.  
 
Bonnie Duresa passed out invitations for the dedication of River Road to the 
Commission. A copy is attached to the minutes.  Ms. Duresa asked for funds for 
postage so the letters can be mailed out to the residents.  Ms. Wanaski 
suggested distributing (attach to mailboxes of residents) as an alternative since 
the dedication is two weeks away and there is the issue of man hours necessary 
to do a mailing.  After a brief discussion, Aimee Collins offered to deliver the 
invitations.   
 
Ms. Drabant questioned having the ceremony and the refreshments at a different 
location.  She asked who the invitations are being sent to.  It was stated they 
will be sent to County Board Members, Commission members, HPC Commission 
members and Township officials.  Carrie Koster-Horan will introduce the officials 
at the ceremony.  
 
June 26 is the proposed date for the North River Road dedication and there will 
be more information coming on that. 
 
REPORT FROM MCCD 
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The executive director has stepped down.  He will be with the district until 
December.  Ms. Drabant also stated she was contacted by their facilities 
manager to do a site inspection on the old Marengo steel plant on Prospect 
Avenue with a workers cottage that has been in disrepair and an abandoned 
framstead in Greenwood. There is also a shed an old warehouse and a house 
which may be the second house on the property. Ms. Drabant stated she can’t 
recommend the house be maintained.  She will have pictures at the next 
meeting.    
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski received an e-mail from the Landmark President Council.  The tour 
of the Joliet Prison was already filled.   
 
She stated she also received an e-mail from Lisa Haderlein with Land 
Concervancy and the Farmland Alliance Group.  Ms. Haderlein would like to meet 
with the Commission to discuss preservation easements. It was suggested July 
would be a good time to come and talk with the Commission because June’s 
agenda is quite full.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Duresa asked if the sign had been ordered for Plum Tree Road. The 
Commission discussed replacing the signs in January but not ordering until the 
ground is thawed. Ms. Wanaski asked where / to whom to send the replacement 
sign. Ms. Duresa said to send it to her and she make the delivery. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
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McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

JUNE 1, 2005 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson, Carrie Koster-Horan called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  David Gervais, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Stack, Dennis 
Collins, Brian Hora, Gloria Mack 
 

Absent:  Randi Rewoldt, Aimee Collins 
 
Staff Present:  Maryanne Wanaski, Audrey Martin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the 
minutes with the following amendments: 
 

 It was noted that the Commission would like the completed minutes 
stapled. 

 Ms. Wanaski will put the time of the meeting on the agenda going forward. 
 In the roll call portion of the minutes, Gail’s name is misspelled. 
 The work “present” will be added after Staff. 
 Under Municipal Liaison, it should just read “no report”.  
 Under Scenic Streets and Roads the sentence, June 26th should start a 

new paragraph.   
 Wording was changed in regards to the Old Marengo Steel Plant on 

Prospect Ave.  It should read “with a worker’s cottage that has been in 
disrepair and an abandoned farmstead in Greenwood.” 

 It was also noted that Ms. Dorothy Otis made the refreshment 
arrangements at Pringle School. 

 
All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Koster-Horan submitted her comments in writing, please see attached.  Ms. 
Koster Horan also commented on the dedication of River Road.  She received 
many calls from people throughout the County.  No one seemed to know who 
was doing what and Ms. Horan also was not aware of the plans.  It was proposed 
to her, and she was now proposing to the Commission that one or two people 
chair a newly created “Project Coordinator” position responsible for taking a lead 
role coordinating Commission activities and programs.  Duties would include 
working with the chairperson of various subcommittees to organize traffic control, 
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refreshments, brochures, and in general all arrangements for dedications and/or 
other Commission programs.  Gloria Mack expressed interest and Brian Hora 
offered to co-chair.  The Commission decided to add this as an agenda item.   
 
Ms. Koster-Horan asked if we had a template of a thank you letter.  She would 
like to send a thank you to the various people that helped out at the River Road 
dedication such as Alison Pringle Seaton, Dorothy Otis, and the McHenry County 
Historical Society.  Ms. Wanaski stated she has some letter templates that can 
be used. 
 
ENDANGERED SITES 
No report. 
 
SURVEY 
No report. 
 
Ms. Wanaski said Shirley Beene called to say she has the Village of Cary’s 
approval to precede with landmarking the entrance gate to Trout Valley.  The 
nomination for designating the entrance will be in the Commissions’ hands very 
soon.  Ms. Drabant told staff to remind Ms. Beene that a legal description is 
necessary.   
 
Ms. Drabant stated that at the last meeting, she mentioned the Marengo steel 
worker’s cottage, a shed, and a warehouse that the Conservation District had 
asked her to evaluate.  She brought pictures; see attached.  Ms. Drabant would 
like to send a letter thanking MCCD for letting the Commission document the 
properties.   
 
The Greenwood farmstead has two homes of which the second [smaller] house 
has shingles and clapboarded siding.  However, it was rehabbed and does not 
have the original woodwork.  Most of the outbuildings are in disrepair and there is 
a lot of vandalism such as gang graffiti; the Conservation District wants to 
demolish the structures.  Ms. Drabant will send a second set of photos to the 
Historical Society.  
 
Ms. Wanaski mentioned she had a call from Diane Henson who was inquiring 
about historical data on a property in Richmond.  Ms. Wanaski passed around 
pictures of the structures.  According to Ms. Henson, there was an original 
schoolhouse on the property that burned and a new building was built which 
appears to be old also. There was a church that was made into a house.  Ms. 
Drabant located the property that was part of the Richmond Township survey 
conducted last year.   
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing, they are attached.  Ms. Mack 
has been asked to head up a committee to try to institute a commemorative road 
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naming program in the County.  She has decided to go before the McHenry 
County Council of Mayors and present information.  Dave Gervais stated he 
would go with her. 
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Bonnie Duresa submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  It was 
noted that Alison Pringle Seaton donated two signs for River Road in Seneca 
Township.   
 
Lori Cole sent Gloria Mack labels for the North River Road dedication to be held 
on June 26th and a proposed invitation.  The North River Road invitations to 
officials should go out as soon as possible.  Ms. Wanaski said she would have 
the invitations mailed.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS / EDUCATION 
The Commission looked at their tentative website.  It was suggested that at the 
Joint Council Meeting, if any historic group want to be linked to the Commission’s 
page, requests should be submitted to the Commission in writing.  Ms. Wanaski 
mentioned linking to the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency’s webpage as well 
as to LPCI’s site.  It was noted that the address for the Commission will probably 
be under Planning and Development’s website, but staff will check with the IT 
Department through Ms. Ehardt and see if the Commission can get its own 
address. 
 
REPORT FROM MCCD 
No Report. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Maryanne Wanaski received a letter from Marengo Township Highway 
Commissioner, John Adamson; it is attached to the minutes.  He said due to tight 
budgets, he cannot cover the cost of replacement signs if they are stolen or 
vandalized.  He has purchased four signs for River Road in Marengo Township.   
 
Nancy Fike sent out an email regarding Local History Month which is also 
attached to the minutes.  
 
Ms. Wanaski stated she received a call from Chuck Pell, an architect who is 
helping to start a Sangamon County Historic Preservation Commission.  
Maryanne sent him a packet of helpful information.  He was interested to know if 
anyone from the Committee was going to go to the conference so he could meet 
them.  
 
The Commission took a look at the logos that were created by Chuck Marke.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Stack and seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the 
attached McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission logo.   All members 
present voted aye.  Motion carried 
 



Historic Preservation 

Meeting minutes 

6-9-05 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Drabant announced to Commission members that the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission won the IAHPC Award.  She stated the 
presentation is going to be Friday June 3.  Mr. Stack said he would go and 
accept the award.  Ms. Drabant, Ms. Collins, Ms. Mack and Ms. Duresa will 
attend.  Ms. Collins asked about a press release.  Ms. Mack will call Kristin 
Schmitt and give her the information.  Ms. Wanaski said P&D Director, Sue 
Ehardt, would like the Commission to consider taking this to the County Board as 
something that should be recognized. 
 
Gail Drabant stated as Commission secretary, she is supposed to audit and 
ensure that the Committee’s records are in order.  She has read previous 
minutes, starting with the first meeting in January of 1992 in order to correct 
errors regarding terms of appointment.   
 
When the Commission roster was originally set, terms were intentionally 
staggered so that the Commission would always have a smooth transition 
welcoming new members.  No more than two terms were scheduled to expire in 
any given year and if someone resigned earlier, then the newly appointed 
Commissioner would “fill-out” that term.  
 
Ms. Drabant stated as the Committee’s roster stands right now, four terms expire 
next year.  Ms. Drabant has a spreadsheet that shows positions 1 through 9, who 
the original person was, when they took over the position and as they resigned, 
or their term ended, who was put in that position.  Ms. Drabant said the next step 
was to make the corrections with the County Board secretary.  However, 
rectifying the roster may require County Board action.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Bonnie Duresa inquired about the patent on the Scenic Road signs and also on 
the status of the replacement sign for Plum Tree Road.  Ms. Wanaski stated 
there is no update because the person responsible for developing the scenic 
road logo has been on vacation.  The replacement sign has been ordered. 
 
At 8:36 p.m. a motion was made to adjourn by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Stack.  
All members present voted aye; motion carried.   
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McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

JULY 6, 2005 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson, Carrie Koster-Horan called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
  

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Carrie Koster-Horan, David Stack, Gail Drabant, Gloria Mack, David 
Gervais, Bonnie Duresa, Denise Collins, Brian Hora, Randi Rewoldt. 
Staff Present:  Maryanne Wanaski,  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Gloria Mack, seconded by Brian Hora to approve minutes of the June 
1st meeting.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 Ms. Koster-Horan submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  
The ceremony for North River Road in Algonquin was held on June 26, 2005.  
The road signs had not been erected.  Approximately 25 – 45 people participated 
in the dedication.  Ms. Wanaski stated approximately 150 notices were mailed.   
 
Ms. Koster-Horan proposed purchasing a spare sign so it could be available for 
road dedications if necessary, or to use as a model to show communities / 
townships.  
 
Motion by Dave Gervais, seconded by Gloria Mack to purchase a spare sign for 
future dedications or presentations for $50.00.   
 
Discussion of sign number, type, number issue.  The Commission decided on a  
high reflective signs with no number. All members present voted aye by roll call.  
Motion carried.   
 

Lastly, the Chairwoman reported that she has become the fore runner for the 
one-room school house archeological research.  Central School, located in 
Mount Prospect, Illinois has been purchased by the Mt. Prospect Historical 
Society and they are moving it on to their property next to the Historical Society’s 
building.  They are looking to raise money to move the building.  Ms. Koster-
Horan said they invited her to do a public presentation to facilitate public 
awareness and help raise money to restore the school and turn it into a living 
history museum. Ms. Koster-Horan stated she will be making the community-
wide presentation sometime in September or October.  
 
ENDANGERED SITES 
No report 
 



  Historic Preservation Minutes 

  July 6th 
  2 

 
SURVEY 
 

 A nomination packet was sent to Valerie Kwasigroch to nominate 
the McHenry County Outdoor Theater. Ms.  Wanaski will forward 
that packet when she receives it.  
 

 The Commission also received a nomination for the Stone Gate at 
the entrance to Trout Valley.  In the application, Ms. Shirley Beene 
mentioned the stone wall which lies within the Cary/Algonquin Road 
right of way.  The right-of-way belongs to the County Highway 
Department.  Ms. Wanaski e-mailed, as well as called, the County 
Highway Department asking them how they would like the 
Commission to proceed.  Ms. Wanaski stated she received a letter 
back from the County Highway Department saying that, “If land 
marking of the gate and the stonewall anyway restricts the ability of 
the Division to remove the stone wall at a later date, the Division, 
aka Department of Highways, would be opposed to the land 
marking.  It would be the Division of Transportation’s 
recommendation to remove the existing stone wall within the road 
right of way prior to land marking the stone gate.” 

 
The Commission’s understanding of the statement is that if the 
Commission recommends landmarking the structures, it may 
ultimately force their removal.  Ms. Wanaski suggested that the 
Survey Committee verify the location of both structures and clarify 
the intent of the nomination.  

 
Dave Stack and Brian Hora will meet with Ms. Beene, survey the 
site, and report back to the Commission. 

 

 Ms. Wanaski received a call from Donna Britton who stated that the 
Huntley Preservation Commission has an access program and 
were wondering if they could get the rural survey for Grafton on 
disk.  Ms. Wanaski’s response was that would be a Commission 
decision.  The Commission stated they would not have a problem, 
but it would have to packaged it so it would be just Grafton 
Township and not the whole County.   

 
Motion by Gail Drabant, seconded by David Stack, to honor Huntley 
Historic Preservation Commission’s request to get a subset of the 
Commissions’ database for Grafton Township.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Stack suggested doing some kind of waiver acknowledging that 
the information given to Huntley’s Commission would not be 
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released to any other groups or organizations without the McHenry 
County Commission’s consent.  Ms. Wanaski asked Mr. Gervais if 
he would write up a document for that purpose.  Mr. Gervais 
agreed. 
 
Motion by Carrie-Koster-Horan, seconded by Dave Stack to request 
the waiver.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   

 

 Gail Drabant mentioned the limestone City Hall building in Union 
which is up for sale.  Ms. Wanaski stated the Village President 
received a faxed letter back from the Commission. (See minutes.) 
Ms. Drabant stated they received a copy of the Commission’s 
Intergovernmental Agreement but there was some confusion. The 
Village would like to discuss it further.  Gloria Mack stated she 
would give them a call.  

 

 Ms. Drabant stated the McConnell Barns are going to be on the 
barn tour this fall with the Barn Preservation Society.  Ms. Drabant 
stated she was at their last meeting and spoke about the 
Commission’s role in landmarking and surveying.  She stated they 
are concerned about the round barn on River Road and they want 
to write a grant.   Ms. Drabant also stated she volunteered to be the 
liaison for the Barn Preservation Society.  The Commission decided 
to add this under Survey, titled Survey projects to be called 
McHenry County Barn Preservation Association.   

 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Mr. Gervais received call from Marengo’s Alderman, Lisa Trainor. She is trying to 
get an historic district in Marengo as an overlay district.   A discussion was had 
and Ms. Wanaski stated that Ms. Trainor should follow the preservation 
ordinance that the City adopted since it sets guidelines for historic districts.  Ms. 
Wanaski asked Mr. Gervais to look into the legality of a “second” preservation 
ordinance.  
 
Motion by Gail Drabant, seconded by Gloria Mack that David Gervais and Denise 
Collins represent the Commission at McCog when appropriate.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
JOINT COUNCIL 
Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  Ms. Mack 
suggested opening the Civil War Exhibit at 7:00 and closing it at 7:45 so there 
would not be confusion of people going to the exhibit while the program is 
running.  The meeting usually starts at 7:30.  This is being held at the Historical 
Society on September 21st.  She will check with Grace Moline. 
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SCENIC ROADS 
Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  The 
Commission agreed it would be a good idea to have a check list for Scenic Road 
designation ceremonies. (See the Chairman’s report.) 
 
Bonnie Duresa submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.   
A discussion was held on Pioneer Road in Richmond.  Gail Drabant would like to 
look at that as a candidate in our area. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS / EDUCATION 
Denise Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.   
Ms. Collins explained her meeting with the County’s IT Department.  Basically, 
the Commission can have an independent website for approximately $160 a 
year.  This would give the Commission their own web address. Ms. Collins said 
she would like to have the independent address knowing that the site will always 
be linked.  The web site address would be mchhpc.org, an easy name versus 
www.co.mchenry.il.us/departments/planninganddevelopment etc. 
 
Motion by David Gervais, seconded by Randi Rewoldt to spend up to $200 
annually to designate an address for the Historic Preservation web site.    All 
members present voted aye by roll.  Motion carried.   
 
Ms. Wanaski acknowledged Denise Collin’s extraordinary amount of work that 
she has put into the web site. Ms. Wanaski said there will be five e-mail 
addresses and suggested having someone from the Commission respond to the 
e-mails so they can be tracked. 
 
The summer issue of the Gazette will focus on car travel. Ms. Collins said she 
was at a way side shelter in Alden. The owner said it was previously a gas 
station.  This too will be covered in the Gazette. 
 
REPORT FROM MCCD 
No report. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski reported that the copyright is in the works.   She will talk to Matt 
Perrone regarding the copyright notice on signs. 
 
Ms. Wanaski noted, in regards to the last scenic road designation, Amy hand 
delivered fliers to residents.  The Assistant Postmaster in Marengo informed the 
Department that mailboxes cannot be touched.  For the Algonquin designation, 
150 invitations and notices were sent out.  Ms. Wanaski stated, internally this is a 
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very big job and cannot always get done in a timely manner.  Gloria Mack 
suggested the city or jurisdiction should send out the notices and/or invitations.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Duresa said the Northwest Herald is putting together an historical book.  She 
wanted to know if the Commission would want to offer assistance.  It was 
decided if Ms. Duresa wanted to help that would be fine, but not as a 
Commissioner, but rather as a private citizen. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ms. Wanaski asked the Commission their opinion of the example of the 
Commission’s letterhead she sent out.  The Commission was in agreement that it 
was very good.  It will become the official letterhead. 
 
Motion by David Stack, seconded by Gloria Mack to adjourn.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 
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McHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

AUGUST 3, 2005 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson, Carrie Koster-Horan called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Carrie Koster-Horan, David Stack, Gail Drabant, Gloria Mack, David 
Gervais, Bonnie Duresa, Denise Collins, Aimee Collins, Randi Rewoldt. 
 
Staff Present:  Maryanne Wanaski, Audrey Martin 
 
Not Present: Brian Hora 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was noted Aimee Collin’s name was missing from the roll call. It was also noted 
Denise Collins did not cover the Alden Gas Station.  Bonnie Duresa noted under 
New Business, the Northwest Herald is putting together a historic house book.  
 

Motion by David Gervais seconded by David Stack to approve minutes as 
amended of the July 6th meeting.  All members present voting aye.  Motion 

carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Carrie Koster-Horan started out by welcoming Lisa Haderlein of the Farm 
Alliance Group. 
Ms. Koster-Horan submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. 
Shirley Bean, who submitted The Trout Valley entrance nomination for 
landmarking, contacted the Midwest Archaeological Research Services regarding 
an icehouse located in Trout Valley.  There was a brief discussion regarding the 
icehouse and exactly what it’s constructed of.  David Gervais will contact Shirley 
regarding the icehouse. 
 

Ms. Koster-Horan also mentioned the Stone School. Maryanne Wanaski stated it 
was inspected and according to the inspection report, it looks as if no repairs 
have been made or are intended to be made. Mr. Stack spoke to the homeowner 
and advised her to get a permit if they are going to tear it down.  Mr. Stack had 
photographs and passed them around to the Commission.  He said the owner’s 
intention is to tear it down because it poses a safety hazard.  Ms. Wanaski stated 
she would e-mail Ms. Peterson, a concerned citizen who brought this matter to 
the Commission’s attention, and keep her apprised of the situation. 
 

Ms. Koster-Horan introduced Lisa Haderlein with the Farmland Alliance. Ms. 
Haderlein serves as the Executive Director of the Land Conservancy of McHenry 
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County.  Ms. Haderlein passed out the Land Conservancy brochure to the 
Commission.  She stated the organization works with private landowners 
throughout McHenry County who want to preserve their land. She stated in the 
last six months, they have found people who are interested in saving historic 
structures on their property and want to do something to permanently protect 
these structures.  She wanted to understand what a landowner’s options are to 
permanently protect those structures if they are of an historic nature.   
 

Ms. Wanaski explained the function of the Historic Preservation Commission and 
the differences between the Commission and the Historical Society.  Ms. 
Haderlien thanked the Commission for their time and stated she will direct 
anyone interested in historic preservation to the Commission.   
 

SURVEY 
David Stack submitted his comments in writing and they are attached.  Mr. Stack 
read through his comments.  He spoke about his visit to the Stone School on Flat 
Iron and Pagles Rd.  He took pictures and passed them around to the 
Commission. Mr. Stack also had stated he had gone to visit the site of the Trout 
Valley entrance gate.  Ms. Wanaski mentioned she would like to look at the 
corporate lines with the mapping department and check if the entire gate is 
located within the Village of Cary.  Dave Stack recommends the entrance be 
landmarked.  Mr. Gervais asked about the time frame.  It was stated once the 
Commission gets the application, they have 30 days to make a recommendation 
and vote whether to forward for a public hearing. There was a brief discussion of 
whether Shirley Bean received any support from Trout Valley Homeowners’ 
Association.  Mr. Gervais will contact Ms. Bean and clarify this matter.  
 

Maryanne Wanaski mentioned the McHenry Outdoor Theater.  She received a 
nomination form which is missing a survey. The property is owned by a 
development company.  Ms. Wanaski also received an e-mail from Mary Lou 
Endres who owns Alden Mill.  Ms. Endres has been corresponding with Amy 
Easton (IHSA) about possibly nominating the mill for the National Register of 
Historic Homes. In the meantime, Ms. Wanaski helped with the County’s 
nomination forms. 
 

ENDANGERED SITES 
No report. 
 

SCENIC ROADS 
Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  The 
Commission decided to put the copyright notice on the front in the lower left hand 
corner. Ms. Wanaski will notify the sign company with this change.     
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COMMUNICATIONS  
Denise Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  The 
website is currently off line but should be up and running before the end of the 
month.  There are usability issues with the PDF file forms.  Denise will look into 
making them more user friendly. 
 

EDUCATION  

The back page of the Gazette features a come see us on the web notation. 
Denise asked the Commission for topic ideas for the next issue which will be 
coming out the beginning of October or November.  Gloria Mack mentioned 
having something to do with the cold and flu season.  Ms. Collins said she will 
look into health and medicine as a topic.   
 

SCENIC ROADS 
No Report. 
 

Carrie Koster-Horan mentioned her company did a project on Route 20 looking 
for civil war graves. Nothing was found.  They had done a survey but she feels 
there may be a problem with the survey.  She stated she will give Aimee Collins 
(MCCD liaison) the report to review.  
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski stated Gail Drabant came into Planning and Development last week 
to copy a survey for the Huntley Preservation Group.  The disk has been sent.   
Dave Gervais stated he will fax the disclaimer that needs to be signed by 
Huntley’s Commission.     
A questionnaire from the Landmark Preservation Council was received asking for 
survey information. The Chairman will complete and forward it on. 
 

Denise Collins asked if the Commission is going to participate in the statewide 
convention being held in two years.  She suggested the Commission participate. 
Dave Gervais suggested it be put as an agenda item under New Business.  
 

Motion to adjourn by Dave Stack, seconded by Gloria Mack.  All members 
present voted aye; motion carried. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2005 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Koster-Horan called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Carrie Koster-Horan, Chairman, Bonnie Duresa, Denise Collins and 
Aimee Collins, Gloria Mack, Randi Rewoldt, and David Stack 
Absent:  Brian Hora, Gail Drabant, David Gervais 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was noted Carrie’s e-mail address is bonedigger1226t6b.net, not .com. 
Ms. Dursea commented it was confusing that Gloria’s report was listed under 
Scenic roads and it should be under Municipal Liaison.  

 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Rewoldt to accept the minutes of August 
3, 2005 as amended.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Ms. Koster Horan stated she had no report; however, she did bring in an article 
from the Northwest Herald on the River Road dedication. 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 

Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. Ms. Mack 
read through her comments and there were no questions. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Ms. Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. She was 
able to access the hit list for the Historic Preservation’s web site and it was noted 
August received 5,125 and September already had 550.  
 
Ms. Collins then presented a PowerPoint slide show on a proposed program that 
recognizes oak trees that are over 200 years old. The tentative name for the 
program is the Centurion Oak Program.  Ms. Koster-Horan asked if this could be 
geared towards other trees. Ms. Wanaski suggested putting a blurb in the 
Gazette. There was a discussion on whether this would actually save any trees 
that were in the program, but this is probably not the case. Ms. Collins asked the 
Commission to consider if they want to put the program together. 
She also said the next issue of the Gazette will have a feature on canning.  
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SURVEY 

Mr. Stack submitted his comments in writing and they are attached. Mr. Stack 
mentioned he does not have a survey yet for the entrance gate to Trout Valley 
but it has been ordered.  What has been ordered as far as the survey goes, are 
the stone structures that support the gate, and the swing into the Village, plus 
the stone pillars on either side of the main stone pillars with the wrought iron 
between them. They were close with the road right of way so they are only 
coming out 2 feet in front, otherwise the gated area will encroach on the right of 
way. 
 
The subject of Mr. Stack’s Survey Report was the McHenry Outdoor Theater. Mr. 
Stack does not recommend the theater be an historic landmark. Ms. Koster-
Horan spoke with Gail Drabant and Gail did not think the theater was significant 
either. Both Mr. Stack and Gail Drabant felt that the structure in and of itself was 
not significant (vernacular concrete etc.); however the “outdoor” aspect of the 
theater offers a nostalgic remembrance of a post era. According to the owner, 
Mr. Jeff Rhyan, plans for the theater are to operate it several more years and 
then sell the property. Ms. Collins felt if the owner is determined to sell after a 
few years, landmark designation may be not worth pursuing. Ms. Wanaski stated 
she explained this to the nominator. She will also send a letter to let them know 
what the Commission decides. Mr. Stack stated his concern that the property 
value will outweigh anyone wanting to continue operating the theater. Profits are 
down and the maintenance would be high. It may be a piece of Americana, but 
not worthy of an historic landmark. 
 
Motion by Mr, Stack seconded by Randi Rewoldt to recommend the McHenry 
Outdoor Theater for landmarking. All members present voting nay. Motion failed. 
Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by Mr. Stack to deny recommending landmark 
status to the McHenry Outdoor Theater. All members present voting aye 
excluding Bonnie Duresea who abstained. Motion carried. 
Ms. Collins asked for some history on the theater from Mr. Stack which she will 
use for an article in the Gazette.  

 

SCENIC ROADS 

No report. 
Ms. Wanaski  Maryanne said the extra scenic roads sign had been delivered and 
she gave it to Ms. Duresa for use for presentations. 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATORS 

No Report. 
 
MCCD 

Aimee Collins stated the Powers House volunteers are getting an award which 
will be presented at the Powers Walker House. 
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STAFF 

Ms. Wanaski mentioned an article in a back issue of the Metro section of the 
Chicago Tribune regarding a 200-year old burr oak. A pastor wants to add more 
parking to his church which means the tree would have to go. Ms. Wanaski 
thought this would be of interest to the Committee since the City Manager called 
about this issue. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  

Discussion of the State Preservation Conference. The conference runs every two 
years so the next one will be in 2007. 
 
Ms. Wanaski asked if everyone was getting e-mails sent by the department. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Gloria Mack, seconded by Bonnie Duresa.  All members 
present voted aye; motion carried. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

OCTOBER 5, 2005 
 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Gail Drabant called the meeting to order at 7: 07 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Dave Gervais, Bonnie Duresa, Denise Collins, Gloria Mack and Gail 
Drabant  
Absent:  Carrie Koster-Horan, Brian Hora, Aimee Collins, Randi Rewoldt and 
David Stack 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
Guest:  Jeff Young, McHenry County Division of Transportation (McDOT) 
 

Motion by Mr.Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack, to move “New Business” to the 
beginning of the agenda to allow Mr. Jeffrey Young, from McDOT to speak to the 
Commission.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Young, who oversees planning and new design, addressed the structural 
condition of the Allendale Truss Bridge, a local McHenry County landmark.  
[Designated by the County Board in May 2000, the bridge is located in 
Greenwood Township.]  The Highway Department has hired the consulting firm, 
Ozyrut and Stone, and the engineering firm, Ciorba, Inc. to begin preliminary 
feasibility studies on the bridge.  To date, no decision has been made on 
whether to rehab or to completely reconstruct the bridge.  However, both 
courses of action would require that the structure be brought up to today’s 
standards.  Right now McDOT was seeking the Commission’s input on how to 
proceed (regarding the possibility of moving the structure/using parts of the 
structure, etc.) as well as how best to raise the necessary financing.   
 
Ms. Drabant asked about using the trusses as side rails.  Mr. Young said the 
existing rails would not nor could not afford any structural integrity.  If added to 
a new structure, the old truss railing could only act as a decorative element.  Mr. 
Gervais stated he felt it would be better to move the bridge.  Discussion followed 
about donating and rebuilding the bridge on MCCD property for use as a foot 
bridge.  The main focus of the discussion was that if the bridge were to be 
relocated, all costs of preservation would have to include moving and set-up to a 
new location.      
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Ms. Wanaski inquired as to how long it would take to complete the engineering 
studies.  Mr. Young answered it could take about a year.  He further stated the 
County had not met with IDOT yet; this project is in its very early stage.  His 
hope was to gather information from the Commission to pass on to IDOT.   
 
Ms. Wanaski requested that the Commission receive copies of all engineering 
reports.  She also stated that before any work could begin a “Certificate of 
Appropriateness” would be required from the Commission.   
 
Mr. Young thanked the Commission for their time and input.  He will keep them 
abreast of the County’s plans.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr.Gervais to accept the minutes of 
September 7, 2005 as amended.  (Ms. Mack mentioned her name was misspelled 
in the minutes on the last page.)  All members present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

No report. 

 

SURVEY 

No Report.  Ms. Wanaski asked Mr. Gervais if Scot Nolan had received the survey 
for the entrance gates to Trout Valley.  Mr. Gervais stated Mr. Nolan had told 
him the survey was ordered but to date had not been completed.  Mr. Gervais 
said he would give Shirley Bean, the nominator, a call and let her know the 
status of the nomination. 
 
Ms. Drabant informed the Commission the McHenry County Barn Association was 
holding a barn tour with MCC on Saturday, October 8th.  The tour will feature 
barns in the northeast corner of the County.  Some of the barns that will be 
featured on the tour are the Powers-Walker Barn in Glacial Park, the Richardson 
Barn in Spring Grove, and the McConnel Barns in Richmond at the North Branch 
Preserve.  Ms. Drabant said she is an advisor to the Barn Association and is 
receiving their minutes. 
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 

Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  In response 
to the poor attendance at the Joint Council Meeting, it was suggested the 
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meeting be held in a more centrally located area of the County.  Regarding  
McCog (McHenry County Council of Governments), Ms. Wanaski will e-mail the 
information to Ms. Mack and Mr. Gervais. 
 
Mr. Gervais reported he will be going to the Illinois Association of Museums 
meeting. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Ms. Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  She went 
over the recent number of “hits” on the Commission’s website.  She said the 
biggest day is Monday, however, the website had not been easy to find.  Within 
the next two months that should be rectified because the site is now registered 
with various search companies.  The Gazette will also be posted on the website 
so it can be downloaded as a .PDF file, but new software needs to be purchased 
so this can be accomplished. 
 
Motion by Gloria Mack, seconded by David Gervais to allocate up to $200 to 
purchase PDF converter license software.  Roll call Bonnie Duresa: Aye, Gloria 
Mack: Aye, David Gervais: Aye, Dennis Collins: Aye, Gail Drabant: Aye.  Motion 
approved. 
 

Ms. Collins mentioned she was going to the Morton Arboretum Oak Conference 
and asked the Commission if some of her expenses could be covered.  Ms. 
Collin’s attendance would be beneficial to the Witness Tree Program. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve up to $200 for the 
Morton Arboretum Oak Conference.  Roll call: Bonnie Duresa: Aye, Gloria Mack: 

Aye, David Gervais: Aye, Dennis Collins: Aye, Gail Drabant: Aye.  Motion 
approved. 
 

SCENIC ROADS 

No Report.  Ms. Duresa asked about the copyright for the scenic road signs and 
Ms. Wanaski stated they have been completed.  The last signs ordered have the 
copyright notation.  Ms. Duresa then asked about patches for existing road signs.  
There would be a cost involved.  Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Duresa 
to allocate up to $100 to get the patches for existing road signs.  Roll call: 
Bonnie Duresa: Aye, Gloria Mack: Aye, David Gervais: Aye, Dennis Collins: Aye, 
Gail Drabant: Aye.  Motion approved. 
 
Ms. Drabant said she spoke to a few people concerning Pioneer Road and stated 
they will be submitting an application.  She also asked Ms. Wanaski if the 
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Commission had received the actual Scenic Road Award from the State.  Ms. 
Wanaski said she will email our local government coordinator, Catherine 
O’Connor and inquire again as to when it will be sent.  
 

PROGRAM COORDINATORS 

No report.  
 

MCCD 

No report. 
 

STAFF 

Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that there were conferences coming up 
for Historic Preservation Knowledge Day.  If anyone planned on attending, please 
let Cindy Sassaman know so that reservations could be made.  Ms. Wanaski also 
handed out copies of Brain Hora’s letter of resignation.  Commissioners 
requested the minutes reflect their gratitude to Mr. Hora for his insights while on 
the Commission.  All members understand but regret his resignation.  
 

Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that the tree in southern Illinois that was 
threatened to be cut down to make room for a parking lot has in fact been cut 
down.  She passed around a copy of the newspaper article which is attached to 
the minutes.  

 

Ms. Wanaski handed the Commission the dates for future Commission meetings.  
There were two changes; January 11th instead of the 4th and July 12th instead of 
the 5th.  Motion by David Gervais, seconded by  Collins to approve the 
Commission’s future meeting dates for 2006. 

  

Ms. Wanaski then handed out to the Commission a tentative work program for 
Commission activities for the coming year.  Mr. Gervais requested the handout 
be included with each monthly packet.    
 
Ms. Wanaski said the Local Historic Preservation Grant application was received 
and is due November 12, 2005.  Ms. Wanaski suggested the Commission apply.  
The grant, a 70% - 30% split between the IHPA and the County, would be used 
to continue the township rural surveys.  The Commission decided to do one 
township a year.  Digital photographs are now allowed.  Ms. Wanaski suggested 
the Commission buy a good quality digital camera.  Motion by  Collins, seconded 
by Gloria Mack, to allocate up to $500 to purchase a digital camera for 
Commission work.  Additional CDs will also be purchased.  Roll call: Bonnie 
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Duresa: Aye, Gloria Mack: Aye, David Gervais: Aye,  Collins: Aye, Gail Drabant: 
Aye.  Motion approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS Continued  

Ms. Collins told the Commission that she and her husband went looking for civil 
war graves in the southwest corner of the County and they may have discovered 
where the supposed graves may be.  In the summers of 1938 and 1939, Russel 
Gardin interviewed farmers in Union and Marengo.  Ms. Collins has copies of 
those comments.  She passed them out to the Commission and they are 
attached to the minutes.  She also had a suggestion from Nancy Fike on 
landmarking Indian traces. There is one in Marengo part of which runs through 
private property and through McHenry County Conservation District property.  
Ms. Collins will continue to work on this matter. 
 

 Collins asked about silos on Thayer and Miller Roads. She questioned whether 
the Commission had ever looked at silos.  It was mentioned that they had been 
in the barn calendar and had been photographed for the Commission by Jim 
Keefe.  In addition silos have been photographed and documented as part of the 
intensive rural survey.  Mention was also made of a wood-staved silo on Route 
31 south of Richmond just north of West Solon Road. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  

Mr. Gervais suggested the Commission begin a review of their ordinance next 
January and continue throughout the year covering a topic each month.   
 
Motion by Gloria Mack, seconded by Dave Gervais to adjourn. All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:43. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 2, 2005 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. David Stack called the meeting to order at 7: 17 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, David Stack, Randi Rewoldt 
Aimee Collins 
 
Absent:  Carrie-Koster Horan, David Gervais and Bonnie Duresa 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Ms. Collins attended the Morton Arboretum Ancient Oaks Project. 
2. Correct the spelling Denise Collin’s name. 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to accept the minutes of 
the October 5, 2005 meeting as amended.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

No report. 
 
SURVEY 

No report. It was mentioned the application for Trout Valley has been completed. 
Ms. Wanaski will contact Shirley Bean and inform her we have the survey. Mr. 
Stack will send Mr. Nolan a letter thanking him for his time and effort. Mr. Stack 
will prepare a letter of recommendation for the Survey Committee before the 
next meeting.  
Ms. Drabant said she received the minutes form the Barn Preservation 
Association’s last meeting. The Association is going to do a follow up newsletter 
on all the barns that were on the tour including the Power Walker and McConnell 
Barns. The association is trying to register all of the barns and asked the 
Commission to notify the association of any new barns. 
The Commission is applying for another grant for the Rural Intensive Survey. The 
packet will be mailed the first week of November via a return receipt request. 
 

ENDANGERED SITES 

No Report. 
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MUNICIPAL LIAISON 

Ms. Gloria Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. She 
met with Nancy Fike regarding the low attendance at the Joint Council. Ms. Fike 
said she did not like having the meeting always in the same location, but it’s 
hard to find different locations. Having the Joint Council meeting in a central 
location allows more people to attend. Ms. Drabant said the next barn tour which 
will be held next year is going to be in the southeastern portion of the County 
because of the greater number of people.  
Ms. Mack also stated that Linda Miller Williams, a third generation resident of 
Pioneer Road, is working on the scenic road application. Ms. Wanaski suggested 
contacting IDOT. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Ms. Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  She 
mentioned she had copies of the Gazette at the Trail of History and as a result 
hits for the web site went up significantly for October. Ms. Collins sent a letter to 
John Kramer thanking him for the table space. Ms. Wanaski informed the 
Commission the PDF converter has been ordered as well as the new camera.  
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Ms. Collins attended the Centurion Oak Project at the Morton Arboretum where 
she made some contacts and will pass them on to staff. Ed Collins thinks he may 
have found Civil War burials. 
Mr. Collins found an obvious mound in Marengo. There are huge trees growing 
out of it. Ms. Collins would like to look into recognizing some of the traces in the 
County as her next special project.  
 
SCENIC ROADS 

No. Report. 
 
PROGRAM COORDINATORS 

No report. Ms. Rewoldt said she called and e-mailed Alan Stebbins regarding the 
State Preservation Conference. An e-mail was sent to the Mayor of Woodstock 
about hosting the conference. The Mayor said he had some concerns regarding 
housing. He was curious as to how the state selects sites to hold the conference.  
Mr. Stebbin’s group would like to meet with the Commission. He is willing to 
make all the contacts. Ms. Wanaski said the EDC (Economic Development 
Corporation) promotes tourism. Ms. Mack suggested having the EDC also meet 
with the Commission when Mr. Stebbin’s group does. 
 
MCCD 

No report. 
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STAFF  

Ms. Wanaski mentioned her telephone conversation with Ms. Valerie Dodd from 
Kendall County. Ms. Dodd is very interested in meeting with the Commission and 
staff to help form a preservation Commission and to promote the adoption of an 
ordinance in Kendall County. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  

The Christmas meeting was discussed. It was decided the meeting would be held 
at Pirros Restaurant in Woodstock. The date for the meeting is December 7th at 
7:00.  Spouses, the Scenic Road Committee as well as past Commissioners will 
be invited. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 
 
Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by Mr. Stack to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:05. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

DECEMBER 7, 2005 
 

 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Gail Drabant, Denise Collins, Aimee Collins, Dave Gervais and Gloria 
Mack 
 
Absent: Carrie Koster-Horan, Bonnie Duresa, Randi Rewoldt and David Stack. 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Ed Collins, Ward Brown, Marty and Ken Swanson, Sue Ehardt and Marc 
McLaughlin. 
 
Because there was no quorum, the meeting has been deferred until January. 



McHenry rounty Historic Preservation rom mission 
c:/o Mc:Henry county Dept ol Planning & Development 

2200 Norfh seminary - woodsfoc:k, 11 60098 
815 - 334 - 4560 

The following meetings of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission will be held at 7:00 
p.m. at the McHenry County Government Center- Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, 
Woodstock, IL unless otherwise posted. 

F ll~ E D 
McHENRY c oUNTY, \L December 7, 2005 

OCT 1 3 'LOGS 

January 11, 2006 J( ~ e._;.J.Jf 
coUNTY CLERK 

February 1, 2006 

March 1, 2006 

April 5, 2006 

May 3, 2006 

June 7, 2006 

July 12, 2006 

August 2, 2006 

September 6, 2006 

October 4, 2006 

November 1, 2006 

Planning!IHPCIMEETING DA TES for 2005-2006 

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                             CANCELLED

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                             CANCELLED



  Historic Preservation 

  Meeting Minutes 01-11-06 

  1 

MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

JANUARY 11, 2006 
 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Dave Stack, Vice-Chair called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Dave Gervais, Gloria Mack, David Stack, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa 
 
Absent: Denise Collins, Aimee Collins 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Alan Stebbins, Don Frick, Tim Hardon, Dorothy Scherschel and Nick 
Chirikos 
 

A motion was made by Gloria Mack, seconded by Mr. Gervais to suspend the 
agenda’s order to allow the guests to speak.  All members present voted aye. 
Motion carried.   
 

Mr. Hardon, Chairman of the Woodstock Historic Preservation Commission, 
explained that the State Preservation Agency might consider the City of 
Woodstock for its 2007 meeting location if issues, such as the number of 
available hotel rooms, could accommodate conference needs.  Basically the 
Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois (LPCI), the organization that runs the 
statewide conference, requires lodging for about 200-250 people.  Mr. Hardon 
stated Woodstock had a total of 79 hotel rooms and mentioned that the Crystal 
Lake Holiday Inn would be willing to block 150 rooms thus, totaling 290 rooms 
region- wide.  Initial screening for sites will begin at the end of February 2006. 
 
Mr. Hardon remarked on the luncheon, another issue.  District 200 is willing to 
utilize their common area at the high school for the luncheon and they could also 
provide catering.  However, the availability of the high school common area is 
contingent on the number of snow “make-up” days which could prove an 
obstacle.   
 
If Woodstock is chosen, a steering committee would be formed with local 
representatives.  Average conference expenses run about $25,000; LPCI pays for 
most of the costs with the balance solicited from local organizations and vendors.   
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The reason for tonight’s attendance was to ask the Commission for financial help 
and support.  Mr. Harden would like to go before the Woodstock City Council 
knowing the County HPC fully supports this effort.  The Woodstock City Council 
meeting will be held on February 2nd, 2006 and the conference will be held the 
first week in June, 2007.  If the Council approves, they will need a resolution of 
support from the Commission.  Nancy Baker, who works for the Woodstock 
Planning Department, will be the contact person. 
 

Mr. Gervais suggested that he and Ms. Mack attend the City Council meeting.  
 

A motion was made by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to entertain a 
resolution directing staff to support the Woodstock Historic Preservation 
Commission in their quest to host the 2007 State Wide Historic Preservation 
Conference.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 

A motion was made by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Stack directing staff to take 
the resolution to the Planning and Development Committee.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the November 11, 
2005 meeting minutes.  All members present voting aye. Motion carried.  Due to 
a lack of a quorum at the December meeting, no minutes for December were 
recorded.   
 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Motion by Mr. Stack, seconded by Ms. Drabant to nominate Ms. Denise Collins to 
the position of Chairperson. All members present voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to nominate Mr. Stack to the 
position of secretary.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Drabant to nominate Ms. Mack to the 
position of Vice Chairman.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 

There were no other nominations.  Mr. Stack closed the nominations and called 
for a voting of the slate.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 

SURVEY 
Mr. Dave Stack submitted his year-end report to Ms. Wanaski.  Mr. Stack’s year-
end report summarized the following:   

 a public hearing will be scheduled for the Trout Valley submittal 
 the McHenry Drive-In submittal was denied.  It was determined the drive-

in is more nostalgic than historic. 
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Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais that the Trout Valley 
Application be set for public hearing and move forward at the February 1st 2006, 
Commission meeting.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.  Staff will 
publish the legal and notify appropriate parties as required by ordinance. 
 

ENDANGERED SITES 
Mr. Stack stated Ms. Collins will appoint someone to this position since it is 
currently vacant.  
 

RURAL INTENSIVE SURVEY 
The Rural Intensive survey is on hold. 
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  She 
included both December and January in her report. 
 
The Allendale Road Bridge was discussed.  Ms. Mack was not sure if the bridge 
had been annexed to Greenwood.  Ms. Wanaski said she would check.  If the 
bridge is annexed we would lose jurisdiction unless we enter into an 
intergovernmental agreement with the Village.  Ms. Wanaski will check with the 
Highway Department to see if she can get any further information. 
 
Ms. Mack and Mr. Gervais handed in their year-end reports to Ms. Wanaski. 
   
Mr. Gervais said had spoken potential applicant to fill the Commission vacancies.  
They are Tip Hale and Bill Blye.  They both need applications.  Mr. Blye is with 
the McHenry County States Attorney.  He owns a one-room school house.  He 
may need permission to join the Commission since he is a government 
employee.  
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to forward McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission applications to Mr. Hale and Mr. Blye.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS / EDUCATION 
No Report. 
 

SCENIC ROADS 
No Report.  Ms. Duresa handed her year-end report to Ms. Wanaski.  Ms. 
Wanaski handed Ms. Duresa scenic road stickers of the Commission’s copyright 
for the scenic road signs that do not have the copyright notice.  Ms. Duresa 
pointed out Algonquin does not have their signs up.  Nick Chirikos volunteered to 
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contact Mr. Bob Miller, Algonquin Township’s Road Commissioner and ask him to 
contact Mr. Ganek, the Village’s Administrator. 
  

STAFF 
No Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Gervais will get together with Ms. Mack to work on the State Preservation 
Conference. 
 

Two issues that will be brought to the Planning and Development Committee: 
1. The State Preservation Conference 
2. New Historic Preservation Commission members 
  
An Agenda item will be added for Ms. Collins to make her appointments. 
 
Ms. Wanaski briefly explained to Ms. Scherschel and Mr. Chirikos how the 
Commission operates. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
None 
 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Duresa to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 1, 2006 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Denise Collins, Dave Gervais, Gloria Mack, David Stack, Gail Drabant, 
Bonnie Duresa, Aimee Collins. 
 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Duresa had a spelling correction on the last page under Old Business. Under 
election of officers, Mr. Stack nominated Ms. Collins as the Chairperson, Mr. 
Gervais as the Vice Chairperson and Gloria Mack as Secretary. This motion was 
seconded. When asked if there were any other nominations, Mr. Gervais noted 
he was under the impression Ms. Mack was going to be the Vice Chairperson and 
he was going to be the Secretary. Mr. Gervais then nominated Ms. Mack as the 
Vice Chairperson, seconded by Ms. Drabant. Ms. Drabant nominated Mr. Gervais 
as Secretary, seconded by Ms. Mack. This clarification was inadvertently left out 
of the minutes. 
 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of 
January 11th, 2006 with corrections. All members present voting aye. Motion 

carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins stated she is working with Ms. Mack on the tree program. She has 
sent an e-mail to Ms. Hildebrandt and has made calls to the Morton Arboretum 
but has not received a response.  
 

RURAL INTENSIVE SURVEY 
The survey is on hold.  
 

ENDANGERED SITES 
No Report. 
 
Ms. Drabant suggested a certificate of appreciation and a cover letter from staff 
be sent to Carrie Koster-Horan thanking her for her work on the Commission.  
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Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to send an appreciation 
certificate, signed by the Commission and SuzAnne Ehardt, to Carrie Koster- 
Horan. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.   
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 

Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. She 
received a Scenic Road and Streets application for Pioneer Road and forwarded it 
to Ms. Duresa. She is also forwarding a Scenic Roads application to the residents 
of Flemming Road and will keep the Commission informed on the progress. 
  
JOINT COUNCIL  
The Joint Council of Historic Groups meeting will be held at TC Industries on 
March 22. The program for the evening will be an idea workshop. Members will 
be notified by e-mail for the meeting.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Ms. Collins stated the web site is still being accessed as of three weeks ago. Ms. 
Drabant noted she has been hearing from people that have seen the web site 
and they are saying it was easy to find. Ms. Collins said she has not received 
anything from her request from the state agency to have a link to the 
Commission’ site. She said she has given thought to including the Commission 
forms on the site. They are currently in PDF format and not everyone can 
download them, so she will put them also in text format.  
 

The new issue of the Gazette is finished. The next issue will be the spring issue 
out in May. Ms. Wanaski suggested putting information about spring festivals or 
rituals in the next issue. Ms. Collins told the Commission she would like to have 
some brainstorming sessions to get some new ideas going.  
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 

No Report. 
 
Ms. Amiee Collins informed the Commission the Powers Walker House addition is 
looking very good and has a new roof. 
 

STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski received an application from Hamilton Hale Jr. who is applying to 
the Commission. He will be invited to the next meeting.  When Ms. Scherschel 
and Mr. Chirikos applications are approved, the Commission’s roster will have 
one vacancy . 
  

Ms. Wanaski also received a submission packet for a new tower project on State 
Park Road. Mr. Stack will do the write up. 
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There was a discussion on the Allendale Bridge. According to the County 
Highway Department, if Greenwood has incorporated both sides of the road, 
they own the bridge. Planning and Development has not been notified of any 
annexation to date. Ms. Wanaski will check with Mr. Chuck Marke on the status 
of any annexations in that area. Ms. Collins spoke with Nancy Fike and she 
encouraged the Commission to stand firm because it is a landmark.  
 

Mr. Gervais suggested making a motion to have a representative from the 
Commission attend the Village of Greenwood meetings to let them know the 
Commission’s stand on the bridge.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Duresa to appoint Ms. Mack to attend a 
Greenwood Township meeting to explain the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commissions position on the Allendale Bridge. All members present 
voted aye. Motion carried.   
 
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Gervais said his preference would be to move the bridge to the McHenry 
County Conservation District, but they do not want it. Ms. Mack said public safety 
should take precedence over historic precedence and the bridge is in bad shape. 
Ms. Drabant stated moving the bridge may not work and she would like to 
consider alternatives of how it could still remain in the future in that location. Ms. 
Aimee Collins stated going to the Greenwood Township meetings is a good idea 
and she likes the idea of a public relations blitz. Ms. Denise Collins said the 
Commission needs to stand firm on a position and if there is a way to preserve 
the bridge we should dig our heels in. 
 
Ms. Collins said she would like to see the bridge stay where it is. We would allow 
for a cosmetic revamping of the bridge if that’s what it takes. If the bridge has to 
be improved because of safety issues, we have to go along with that. Ms. Collins 
recommended Ms. Mack ask Ms. Nancy Fike to accompany her to the meeting.  
 
Ms. Mack will call and get on the next agenda. The position of the Commission is 
to try and make sure the bridge stays where it is and make the necessary repairs 
on it so that it will be safe. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Stack that Ms. Mack be instructed to 
inform The Village of Greenwood the bridge should be saved and kept at its 
present site.  
  
Mr. Gervais requested a vote by roll call. 
Ms. Drabant: Aye, Ms. Duresa: Aye, Mr. Stack: Aye, Mr. Gervais: Nay, Ms. 
Collins: Aye, Ms. Mack: Aye. Motion carried. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Gervais said the Commission needs to impress upon new members to attend 
all meetings or call if they are not able to attend. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
The review of the HPC Ordinance, planned rules and procedures needs to be 
done. It was suggested before doing that, the Commission wait for a full roster. 
The review will be tabled until then. 
 

Ms. Collins asked everyone to think about the brainstorming session. She said to 
think of the work the Commission has done, think of ideas and put them in 
writing for the Commission to discuss. This will be added as an agenda item next 
month. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, March, 1, 2006 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:    
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:   
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled until Spring  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:   

 
REPORT FROM MCCD: 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Annual Report approval 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
OLD BUSINESS: Tabled:  Review of the Commission’s Ordinance/Plan/Rules & Procedures 
    
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Planning/HPC/Agenda/Agenda March 2006  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTESS 

APRIL 5, 2006 
 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Gloria Mack, Aimee Collins, Bonnie Duresa, 
Nick Chirikos, Dorothy Scherschel and David Stack 
 
Not Present: David Gervais 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guest: Hamilton Hale 
 
Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the minutes from the 
February 1, 2006 Historic Preservation Commission meeting. All members 
present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

No Report.  
 

STANDING COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 Survey: Gail Drabant  
 Endangered Sites: Nick Chirikos 

 Municipal Liaison: Gloria Mack and David Gervais  
 Scenic Streets and Roads: Bonnie Duresa 
 Communications: 

o Web Site: Denise Collins and Nick Chirikos 
o Gazette: Denise Collins 

 
Mr. Chirikos asked the Commission if they have jurisdiction over any site in the 
County. It was answered the Commission has jurisdiction over their landmarks or 
anything that comes to the attention of the Commission. Mr. Chirikos read in the 
paper about an old school that was destroyed in Huntley. The article is attached 
to these minutes. The owner of the building had been in touch with the Huntley 
Historical Commission, but the demolition of the building had already been 
scheduled. Mr. Chirikos said he feels the Commission should have some type of 
force of action so these kinds of things don’t happen. 
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It was explained the Commission can only do so much. If the owner of the 
property has no interest, there is not much that can be done. 
 

MUNICIPAL LIASION 
Ms. Mack submitted written comments and they are attached. She distributed 
the comments she had prepared for the cancelled meeting on March 1st and 
read through them. Ms. Mack then read through the comments prepared for the 
present meeting. After she read the comments, it was noted there are two major 
events occurring in Local History Month.  
 
REPORT FROM MCCD 
Aimee Collins stated she will be leaving the Historic Preservation Commission to 
pursue other interests. She is working on a replacement liaison. Ms. Collins asked 
Ms. Drabant, who is employed at McHenry County Conservation District, if she 
would like to replace her. Ms. Drabant offered to give reports to the Commission 
until the position is filled, but she does not want to replace Ms. Collins because 
that would mean giving up her voting rights. 
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS  
Ms. Duresa submitted comments in writing and they are attached. Ms Duresa 
went over the comments with the Commission. She recommended the Pioneer 
Road nomination be approved by the Commission. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Stack to nominate Pioneer Road as a 
scenic drive. 
 
Discussion: Ms. Wanaski inquired as to the distance of the road in miles. The 
road is 4.5 miles. There are six signs that will be put along the road. The signs 
will be installed by Ed Mars who is the Richmond Township road commissioner. 
Ms. Duresa informed the Commission this is Scenic Drive number 5.  
 
All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF   
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that the grant for the next phase of the 
McHenry County Rural Survey was denied. It was decided the Commission needs 
to revamp on how they will continue the survey. The letter from the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency is attached to these minutes. 
 

It was noted a photo and a plaque needs to be ordered for the Hertz (Trout 
Valley Stonegate Entrance) landmarking. 
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Ms. Wanaski distributed the McHenry County Historic Preservation Annual Report 
to the Commission. Ms. Drabant commended Ms. Wanaski for all of her hard 
work on the report.  
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Stack to approved the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Annual Report. All members present voting aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
Ms. Wanaski had the Commission sign certificates of appreciation, one to Carrie 
Koster-Horan for all her past work on the Commission and one for Mr. Matthew 
Perrone Jr. for his contribution for his contribution to gain our copy write for the 
scenic roads. These will be mailed this week. 
  
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission of a LPCI Workshop on building materials 
for historic buildings which is going to be held in Chicago. If anyone of the 
members would like to go they should let her know.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Ms. Denise Collins stated the website is getting up to 600 hits a month. She 
mentioned to Mr. Chirikos, who is a member of the Barn Preservation 
Association, that the Barn Preservation link has received hits off of the site as 
well. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
The discussion of the review of the Commission’s Ordinance/Plan/Rules and 
Procedures will be tabled again. Ms. Collins said she would like to have a 
brainstorming session and discuss this at that session. After some discussion, the 
brainstorming session is scheduled for May 3rd at 5:30 p.m. (an hour and a half) 
before the regularly scheduled meeting.  
 
Ms. Collins mentioned she had been in contact with the Morton Arboretum and 
there is a way to have new oak and hickory trees planted in new developments. 
She will get information to Ms. Wanaski. She also mentioned the civil war graves 
in Marengo have been found. 
 

Ms. Drabant noted name tags will need to be ordered for the new Commission 
members. Business cards will also be printed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Drabant, to forward Hamilton Hale’s 
McHenry County Historic Preservation application to the Planning and 
Development Committee. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
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Mr. Chirkos stated he has a conflict with the Trout Valley dedication ceremony 
being held on May 20th.  The Barn Preservation Association is putting on its 1st 
Annual Preservation Workshop at McHenry County College on the same day. Ms. 
Drabant said she would be representing the Commission at the workshop. Some 
of the Commission will attend the Trout Valley dedication, while others will 
attend the barn workshop. 
 

Mr. Stack said this would be his last meeting. He is hoping to come back to the 
Commission in the future. Mr. Stack passed his survey paperwork over to Ms. 
Drabant.  
 

Motion by Mr. Chirkos, seconded by Ms. Drabant to adjourn. All members 
present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

MAY 3, 2006 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Gloria Mack, Nick Chirikos, Dorothy 
Scherschel, Tip Hamilton and David Gervais 
 
Not Present: Bonnie Duresa 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Ms.Drabant, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the minutes from the 
April 5, 2006 Historic Preservation Commission meeting with the following 
corrections: 
 

 Under “Report from Staff”, add the Commission thanked Mr. Matthew 
Perone for his contribution and help obtaining a copyright for the scenic 
roads signage.  

 

 Under “Communications”, add 600 hits per month. 
 

 Under “Old Business”, add the civil war graves have been found in 
Marengo. 

 
All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

No report. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Ms. Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  
 
Ms. Collins mentioned there was some trouble with the Historic Preservation web 
site. She stated she was only able to access McHenry County Fair information but 
that has been resolved. 
 
On average, in the month of April, there were 548 guests to the web site. 24% 
of downloads were for the nomination form. Even though there have been 
downloads, the Commission has only received one nomination. Mr. Hale inquired 
if there was a way people could actually apply online through an interactive 



  Historic Preservation Commission 

  Approved Meeting minutes 

  May 3, 2006 

  2 

form. Ms. Collins said she would look into an interactive form.  Ms. Collins added 
that she updated the site with the new commissioners’ names. 
 

The Gazette is highlighting local history month and includes information on the 
Pioneer Road dedication on May 7th and the landmarking of the Trout Valley 
Stone gate entrance on May 20th.  
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 

Ms. Gail Drabant informed the Commission that MCCD is having a conference 
Friday, May 5th on oak trees. She will pass on any information from that 
conference.  
 

The Powers Walker House is having an ice cream social on June 11 from noon to 
four. 
 

SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant said an application for the Kennedy Way Station has been received 
but more information is required such as a survey and other data to make the 
application complete. 
 
A woman who owns one of the storefront buildings in downtown Johnsburg 
called Maryanne and was interested in landmarking the site. Ms. Drabant and 
Ms. Mack completed a site survey of the property and stated it would probably 
not qualify for the standards per ordinance requirements. The building has a 
false front, and the interior has been changed. Siding has also been installed. 
Even though the owners want to replace widows and take the siding off, Ms. 
Mack feels the house is too far gone. During restoration, the building was 
sandblasted. In summary, there is not enough historic integrity remaining to 
satisfy requirements at this point, but the Commission applauds the owners for 
trying to restore the structure.  
 
Mr. Chirikos asked if there was something in print that states what proper 
restoration would consist of.  Ms. Wanaski distributed the Department of 
Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation.  
 

Asked by Ms. Wanaski, Ms. Drabant called Donna Britton from the Huntley 
Historical Preservation Commission regarding an old schoolhouse that was 
converted into a duplex. Used as a schoolhouse from 1875 to 1956, the building 
is being sold to the First Congregational Church who is rumored to be thinking 
about tearing it down. The new Huntley Commission is also experiencing political 
growing pains. Ms. Mack suggested they work closely with City Council members.  
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MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. In regards 
to Trout Valley, Ms. Wanaski said the plaque for the entrance gate should arrive 
by May 12th.  
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Bonnie Duresa was not present at the meeting but she did pass along her 
report to Ms. Dorothy Scherschel and it is attached to these minutes. Ms. 
Scherschel distributed copies of the Pioneer Road Dedication Ceremony program.      
 

Ms. Wanaski mentioned she received a call from a lady who lives in the Moorings 
in Arlington Heights. Her family dedicated property to MCCD and she is going to 
try to attend the Pioneer Road Dedication. She stated she had a lot of history 
that she could share.  
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 

Ms. Wanaski handed a copy of the roster to the Commission members to add 
additional information. Ms. Wanaski said Mr. Tip Hale’s application had been 
approved by the County Board to serve on the Commission. Ms. Wanaski also 
distributed copies of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules and Procedures 
and a copy of the state statute that deals with historic preservation. 
 

Mr. Chuck Marke sent an e-mail to Ms. Wanaski about the Windhill Farm (John 
James House) on County Club Road which will soon be incorporated into the 
Village of Bull Valley. Some of the Commission members were under the 
impression that we had an all encompassing intergovernmental agreement, but 
Ms. Wanaski confirmed the agreement is only for the Holcombville School. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was discussion regarding standardizing the brochure for future scenic road 
programs or having a template for the programs so a new program would not 
have to be created for each new road dedication.  
 
There will be new certificates of appreciation created for Mr. Dave Stack, Ms. 
Randi Rewoldt, and Ms. Aimee Collins for their contributions to the Commission. 
  

There was discussion of scheduling the brainstorming session in July. Ms. Mack 
suggested including Nancy Fike, Ders Anderson, and Ed Collins in the session. 
Ms. Collins agreed guests would be a good idea. It was decided to hold the 
brainstorming session on July 15th at 11:00 a.m. at the MCCD’s Prairie View 
facility. The address is 2112 Behan Rd, Crystal Lake. The phone number is 815-
479-5779. 
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Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by Mr. Gervais to have the Historic Preservation 
budget fund the lunch for the session. A Roll call vote was taken as follows: Ms. 
Drabant: Aye, Mr. Gervais: Aye, Ms. Collins: Aye, Ms. Mack: Aye, Ms. Scherschel: 
Aye, Mr. Chirikos, Aye, and Mr. Hale: Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Ms. Wanaski handed Ms. Collins an informational paper titled how to research an 
old house. Ms. Collins will enhance the flyer so can be distributed in the Planning 
and Development Department. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mr. Gervais mentioned the Bylaws still need to be reviewed. It was decided this 
was something that could be discussed at the brainstorming session in July. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Chirikos to adjourn. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

JUNE 7, 2006 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, 
Dorothy Scherschel and Nick Chirikos 
 
Not Present: Tip Hamilton. 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guest: Tim Kane, Chicago Tribune 
 
Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Gail Drabant noted under Survey Committee on page 2, weigh station should 
be spelled way station. Under new business, Dures Anderson should be spelled 
Ders.  
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Collins to approve the minutes of the 
May 3, 2006 meeting as corrected. All members present voting aye. Motion 
carried.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins stated the scenic road designation of Pioneer Road was very well 
attended. She gave the ceremony speech which is attached to these minutes.  
 
Ms. Collins said she received several phone calls regarding tree trimming that 
was being done on Pioneer Road after the designation. Ms. Collins made some 
phone calls and was told the tree trimming would be done as sensitively as 
possible. 
 
SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. She will 
be going to Camp Algonquin on Tuesday, June 13 at noon to document and 
evaluate sheds that are slated for demolition.  
 
Mr. Chirikos said he attended the McHenry Farm Bureau meeting that included 
The McHenry County Historical Association and groups from Marengo regarding 
the River Road round barn. The barn is believed to be one of the oldest round 
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barns in Illinois and it’s in danger of collapsing. It has suffered neglect over the 
past 5-8 years and the owners are incapable of maintaining it. It was suggested 
the Barn Association act as a liaison with MCCD as a possible agency to purchase 
or put up money for the barn if there is a use for reconstruction. At the present 
time, the barn is privately owned. The owners may be willing to donate the barn 
to a not-for-profit group.  
 
Mr. Chirikos was hoping the Commission could do something as a group to help.  
Several people suggested the Barn Association become the owner. Ms. Drabant 
suggested they contact the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency in Springfield.  
 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON: 
Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. The 
designation for Pioneer Road, the Trout Valley stone gate entrance designation, 
the Allendale Bridge and the Greenwood Village Board meeting were discussed.  
 
Mr. Gervais spoke with Shirley Beene about nominating Trout Valley as an 
historic district. Ms. Beene said she will discuss the matter with Mayor Robert 
Baker and keep the Commission updated. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Ms. Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. She stated 
she is currently updating the web site. The new Commissioners have been 
added.  Weekly graphs were past out to the Commissioners’ for review that show 
the number of “hits”/visits to the Commission’s web page and also what areas / 
information visitors are most interested in.  
 
EDUCATION 
Regarding the Gazette, Ms. Collins stated that people are taking advantage of 
the Gazette being online. The next edition will be ready next month. Ms. Collins 
informed the Commissioners she is taking suggestions for this issue and 
reminded everyone the target reading age for the publication is approximately 12 
years old. 
 
Ms. Collins is gathering information to put together an ancient tree recognition 
program. Mr. Chirikos asked about ordinances regarding trees. Ms. Wanaski 
stated the County is looking into putting some type of tree preservation 
requirement in the subdivision ordinance which is presently being updated.  
 
SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Duresa had no report. The Commission went over the samples of the scenic 
road program that Chuck Marke put together. A prototype will be done and 
included with the minutes 
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Ms. Collins asked if the new logo could be put on their business cards. Ms. 
Drabant will take the lead on that.  
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski stated the Preservation Conference in Will County will be held on 
the 17th of June. If anyone is interested, there is still time to register. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Ms. Collins asked Ms. Wanaski to notify the Administrative Office there is one 
vacancy on the Commission and to request the County advertise.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Duresa to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:16. p.m. 
 

 

 

 



McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

 

June 2006 Monthly Report – Denise Collins 

 

Report From The Chair: 

Gloria and I attended the Pioneer Road Scenic Road designation early last month. Despite the intensity of the 

afternoon sun, the event was well attended with many neighbors and local political figures stopping by. We also 

had several people bring antique vehicles and tractors. A charming local Brownie troop was kind enough to act 

as color guard to present the flag and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. I welcomed all guests and gave the opening 

speech with a brief history of Pioneer Road. Afterward, we walked down the road en mass to uncover the new 

designation sign and take pictures. I did not attend the neighborhood get together that was scheduled after the 

ceremony. I received several phone calls from concerned citizens regarding the tree trimming on Pioneer Road 

since the Scenic Road designation. I made a few calls and was told they would try to do this necessary work as 

sensitively as possible. 

 

Gloria, Dave, Gail, Nick and I also attended the Trout Valley Gate Landmark designation ceremony where I 

gave the welcoming introductions. The event had a small gathering of Trout Valley neighbors and guests. Mr. 

and Mrs. Beene had seen to the lovely bunting hanging on the gate and decorations in the community center 

building.  

 

I received an email requesting help with historic research being done at the Algonquin Library. The request 

asked we go through our inventory of historic items in search of a diary. I wrote back explaining that we do not 

have such an inventory and suggested they contact the county historical society. 

 

Communications: 

I am currently updating the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission website. We have a lot of new 

information to add! The Trout Valley Stone Gate will be added to the Landmark Slideshow and Pioneer Road 

will join the ranks of our Scenic Roads list. The names of this year’s three new commissioners have already 

been added. The Webmaster’s weekly graphs show steady public interest. On average, hits for one week’s time 

come to approximately 44.3 visitor a day. 

 

The most requested downloads each day for one week are as follows: 

 

5 downloads - McHenry County Comprehensive Landmark List  

5 downloads – Landmark Program flier 

5 downloads – Scenic Roads Nomination Form 

4 downloads – Endangered Sites Submission Form 

4 downloads – The Roots of Historic Preservation 

4 downloads – Historic Landmark Nomination Form 

All other downloads – Various Gazette Issues 

 

Education – Gazette 

Web graphs show that visitors are taking advantage of the downloadable issues. The 2006 Summer Gazette will 

be out next month. I am currently taking suggestions or short articles for this and all future issues. Please 

remember our target age for this family publication is the same for any county newspaper; they are written for 

readers approximately 12 years old. 

 

Special Projects: The Centurion Oak project 

I am in the process of gathering more information to put together an ancient tree recognition program. My goal 

is to give a presentation sometime in 2006. I am unable to attend the Tree Preservation Forum on June 10th but 

do have a backup person to share information with me. As far as I can tell, the idea for a tree ordinance is not 

new to the collar counties of Chicago. Hopefully we will gain information to help with our tree recognition 

program as well as supply the county with enough info to get a McHenry County tree ordinance up and running. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Denise Collins 

Chair, McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 



Note: in place of regular July 12th meeting 
 
 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Agenda 

Saturday, July 15 
MCCD 

Prairieview Education Center 
2112 Behan Road 
Crystal Lake, IL 

11:00 am 

—REGULAR BUSINESS AGENDA SUSPENDED— 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:  Denise Collins  
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Drabant 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council:  
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Drabant 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
    
ADJOURNMENT  



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, August 2, 2006 
7:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Drabant 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Drabant 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
    
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Planning/HPC/Meetings/Agenda/ 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2006 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, 
Dorothy Scherschel, Tip Hamilton and Nick Chirikos 
 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guest: Jeff Young, McHenry County Division of Transportation (MCDOT) 
 

Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Duresa to approve the minutes of the 
June 7, 2006 meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion carried.  
 

Mr. Jeff Young, Assistant County Engineer, was in attendance regarding the 
Allendale Bridge. Mr. Young was seeking input and direction how to proceed. 
Ms. Mack said she attended a meeting at Varga and Associates. Varga and 
Associates completed an independent evaluation of the bridge. Mr. Ernie Varga 
stated it was his opinion that the bridge was not able to be moved because it 
would crumble; it would not be able to be saved in its current condition. The 
problem with the bridge is in the way it is designed. If one of the members 
(trusses, supports, etc.) fails underneath the surface, the load will be displaced. 
The rusting and deterioration of the steel has progressed quite substantially. 
Most bridges are designed for 20 years.  The Allendale Bridge is 68 years old. 
 

Ms. Collins suggested that maybe the new subdivision being developed might like 
to incorporate the bridge into their design. The Township would have to donate 
the bridge to the developers. Mr. Chirikos asked if it was possible to move the 
bridge to the right of way and create a historical point of interest.  
 
Mr. Gervais thanked Ms. Mack for all of her efforts on the bridge. Ms. Mack noted 
Ms. Nancy Fike has also worked very hard with her.  
 

It was discussed that any reuse of the pony trusses would be in the hands of 
Greenwood Township. A thank you note has been sent by Ms. Mack to Varga and 
Associates for all the work they contributed. 
 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Gervais, to remove landmark status of the 
Allendale Bridge upon its schedule for demolition. 
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All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. Ms. Collins 
met with County Board Chairman Ken Koehler to discuss the Allendale Bridge. As 
stated before, the bridge is in too poor a condition to be considered safe. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Ms. Collins stated she is currently updating the website. Everything was 
transferred to a new host which is supposed to be more secure; however she 
was unable to access the web statistics. She is also in the process of putting the 
Trout Valley Stone Gate in the slide show.  
 

The Gazette is ready to go. Ms. Collins asked for any suggestions for short 
articles for the next issue. The date of release has been set back due to family 
issues. The fall issue will be coming out the end of October. 
 

Ms. Collins passed out a sheet with ideas from the July 15th Commission 
brainstorming session. The sheet is attached. It was suggested to start working 
now on the scavenger hunt for next May’s preservation activities.  
 
There was a discussion on who would research the topics generated from the 
brainstorming session. The following was decided: 
 

 Future Landmark Possibilities 
o Types of Mills – Dorothy Scherschel & Bonnie Duresa, 
o Stones and Races – Nick Chirikos 

  

 Indian Burial and Effigy Mounds – Denise Collins 
 

 Stones Races – Nick Chirikos 
 

 Indian Trails and Traces – Gail Drabant 
 

 Buffalo Wallows – Nick Chirikos 
 

 Trees 
 Maple sugaring groves – Denise Collins 
 Native American directional trees pointing to sugar groves – Denise Collins 
 

 Old Railroad Beds – David Gervais 
 

 Cemeteries – Tip Hamilton 
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SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant submitted comments in writing and they are attached. She passed 
out business cards to Ms. Duresa and Mr. Chirikos. She discussed the Johnsburg 
“Schafer” House. The current owner of the house is Charlie Eldgridge. He is in 
the process of fixing up the house, a new bathroom, painting the exterior. He’s 
splitting off 1.4 acres to sell it as a family home. The property, soon to be 
annexed into the Village of Johnsburg, was originally scheduled for demolition. 
He asked the Commission to look at the house and offer an opinion. Ms. Drabant 
supports the preservation of the house.  
 
Ms. Mack and Ms. Drabant went to out to a farmstead on Lily Lake Road. The 
house has many original features but it has been extensively remodeled and 
there is not enough to have it landmarked. She passed pictures around. 
 
A nomination form for the Kennedy Way Station was received, but it was only 
the form itself without all of the appendices so that nomination is on hold.  
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached. Mr. Gervais 
said he had a discussion with the Mayor of Trout Valley regarding creating an 
historic district in Trout Valley. He will be following up on that discussion. 
 
JOINT COUNCIL 
Ms. Mack mentioned the State has a Historical Marker Program. This will be 
discussed at the Joint Council Meeting On September 20th. The meeting will be 
held at 7:00 at the Crystal Lake Main Beach house. 
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Duresa received a new scenic road application for Indian Trail in Lake in The 
Hills and Algonquin. She will forward the application to the Scenic Road Sub- 
Committee. 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
No Report. 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 
Ms. Drabant reported the Trail of History will be held October 21st and 22nd. 
This Saturday, September 9th is the Archeological Demonstration Day at Powers 
Walkers House at Glacial Park from noon to four. Union Cemetery will having a 
cemetery walk on September 17th. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
There was a discussion regarding a permit to re-roof buildings / structures on the 
Stonewell Diecke Farm (Huntley Park District). The Commission discussed the 
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application of materials and asked staff to complete the Certificate of 
Appropriateness with the Commission’s comments. 
 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais, to approve the roof with 
recommendations. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Ms. Wanaski passed out the schedule of dates for the Commission’s meetings for 
next year. After some discussion, it was decided to change the January meeting 
to January 10th and schedule the July meeting for July 11th.  
 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Hamilton to accept proposed changes to 
the Commission’s meeting dates. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Dorothy Otis requested a nomination form be sent to Flatlanders Market.  Ms. 
Wanaski mailed it the previous week.  
 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Gervais to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  
 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, October 4, 2006 
7:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Drabant 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Drabant 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
    
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Planning/HPC/Meetings/Agenda/ 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 1, 2006 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, 
Dorothy Scherschel, Nick Chirikos 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Absent: Tip Hamilton 
 
Chairperson, Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Ms. Mack noted on page one, the motion was to remove the landmark 
status of Allendale Bridge. It should read “it would remove the landmark 
status of the Allendale Bridge upon its schedule for demolition.” 

 
 Ms. Drabant noted on page 3, the reference to Mr. Gervais visiting Schafer 

house and attending the Johnsburg Village meeting should be deleted. 
 

 Weigh station should be spelled Way station. 
 

 Under the report from MCCD, Glacier Park should be Glacial. 
 

 Under Report from Staff, the motion for the Certificate of Appropriateness 
regarding a permit to re-roof buildings / structures on the Stowell-Deicke 
Farm should read to approve the roof with recommendations, not 
conditions. 

 

 Under the future Landmark Possibilities, Nick Chirikos will be researching 
Stones and Races. 

 
 Ms. Drabant and Ms. Collins will work on Indian Trails and Traces together 

since Ms. Collins said she has already done some research on Traces. 
 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the meeting minutes 
of September 6, 2006 with corrections. All members present voting aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
There was a brief discussion on the future landmark possibilities. Ms. Collins told 
the Commission she has been in contact with a woman in Marengo who has an 
Indian Trace on her property who is agreeable to landmarking the site. Mr. 
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Gervais informed the Commission he is working with a student from McHenry 
County College on old railroad right-of-ways in reference to his researching old 
railroad beds. 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins stated she was having some internet issues. The fall issue will not be 
distributed in print form but will be posted on the website. The next printable 
issue will come out in January.  Ms. Collins said she was not able to get the 
website statistics posted.   
 

SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant stated no sites were surveyed during the month. Ms. Wanaski asked 
Ms. Drabant to comment on a cell tower request located at 5303 Wilmot Road in 
Spring Grove. After review, Ms. Drabant stated there are existing cell towers. 
After discussion, Commission members had no objections to the location. Ms. 
Wanaski will compose a letter to EBI Consulting, Inc and copy the IHPA office.  
 
Mr. Chirikos has started to process an application for historical landmark 
designation on the River Road round barn in Marengo. He has not spoken with 
the owners, but they have verbally agreed to sell the property to relieve them of 
the burden of maintaining the structure. He will follow up on this as well as the 
octagon barn in Spring Grove. 
 

 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack stated the Joint Council meeting held at the Main Beach House in 
Crystal Lake was not well attended. In the future, The Council will not only send 
emails but also use snail mail in hopes Council meetings will have better 
attendance.  
 

 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Duresa visited the Morton Arboretum while attending a nearby seminar. She 
wanted the Commission to know it is a beautiful place and recommends the 
members visit the Arboretum if they have a chance. Ms. Duresa reported that 
she also attended the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Workshop on 
October 20th in Milwaukee. The workshop was mainly geared to additions for 
historic buildings. 
 
Ms. Duresa distributed a binder containing a nomination form and other 
information for Indian Trail in Lake in the Hills. The Lake in the Hills Historical 
Society presented submitted the nomination. Ms. Duresa stated all the criteria 
have been met. The Lake in The Hills Historical Society and the Village are 
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discussing having a ceremony. Ms. Duresa did not have any information on when 
that might occur. 
 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais, to accept the Scenic Road Sub-
Committee’s recommendation to designate Indian Trail in Lake in The Hills as 
Scenic Drive Number 6.  All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
No Report 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 
No Report 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that Ms. Duresa’s and Mr. Gervais’ terms 
will expire at the end of November. She will forward a recommendation to the 
Planning and Development Committee for reappointment.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
The Powers Walker House Harvest Program will be held on Sunday, November 
5th from 11:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Chirikos mentioned there will be a seminar in Downtown Chicago, November 
5-8 called Rail~Voultion which is being promoted by the rail lines. The seminar is 
for people who believe strongly in the role of land use and transit as equal 
partners in the quest for greater livability and greater communities.  
 

There was a discussion regarding the Commission’s holiday meeting. The 
Commission thought January may be a possibility. January would be less busy 
for everyone and more people could attend. 
 
The Commission discussed spending funds during Historic Preservation Week. It 
was decided a GPS would be purchased as a prize. A total of $500 could be 
allocated for the week. 
  

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to allocate $200 to purchase a GPS 
System for an Historic Preservation prize.  Roll call: Denise Collins: Aye, Bonnie 
Duresa: Aye, Nick Chirikos: Aye, David Gervais: Aye, Dorothy Scherschel: Aye, 
Gail Drabant: Aye, Gloria Mack: Aye. Motion approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
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Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Ms. Drabant to allocate $300 to purchase 
Visa gift cards in $25 increments for prizes during Historic Preservation Week. 
Roll call: Denise Collins: Aye, Bonnie Duresa: Aye, Nick Chirikos: Aye, David 
Gervais: Aye, Dorothy Scherschel: Aye, Gail Drabant: Aye, Gloria Mack: Aye. 
Motion approved. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 
7:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Drabant 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Drabant 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
    
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Planning/HPC/Meetings/Agenda/ 



 
 
 
 
 

MEETING DATES FOR 2007 
 
 

January 17, 2007 
 

February 7, 2007 
 

March 7, 2007 
 

April 4, 2007 
 

May 2, 2007 
 

June 6, 2007 
 

July 4, 2007 
 

August 1, 2007 
 

September 5, 2007 
 

October 3, 2007 
 

November 7, 2007 
 

December 7, 2007 
 
 

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                             CANCELLED

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                             CANCELLED

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                                CANCELLED
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

JANUARY 17, 2007 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, Dorothy Scherschel and Tip 
Hamilton. 
 
Absent: Gloria Mack, Nick Chirikos and David Gervais. 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin. 
 
Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Duresa pointed out Indian Trail Road should read Indian Trail. Motion by Ms. 
Scherschel, seconded by Mr. Hamilton to approve the November 1st Historic 
Preservation meeting minutes as corrected. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins submitted her report in writing and it is attached. The first order of 
business was the 2007 election of officers. Ms. Collins opened the nominations. 
The three positions open are Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary. 
 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Scherschel, to nominate Ms. Collins for 
Chairman. Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Hamilton to close 
nominations for Chairman. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Ms. Scherschel, seconded by Mr. Hamilton, to nominate Ms. Duresa for 
Vice Chairman. Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Collins, to nominate Ms. 
Mack for Vice Chairman. Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by Ms. Scherschel to 
close nominations for Vice Chairman. 
 
By paper ballot, Ms. Duresa was elected Vice Chairman. 
 
Motion by Ms. Scherschel, seconded by Ms. Duresa, to nominate Ms. Mack for 
Secretary. Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Hamilton, to close 
nominations for Secretary. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Ms. Collins asked Ms. Duresa to write a letter to Katherine O’ Connor from the 
State Preservation Agency inquiring about the Historic Preservation Award that 
was given to the Commission in 2005. The award included a paperweight that 
was misprinted and has yet to be returned. In the letter, Ms. Duresa will ask Ms. 
O’Connor if they do not have the time to make the correction to please return 
the award to the Commission.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins stated she would like to see the Historic Preservation web site 
condensed to make it more manageable for editing. There are too many files and 
folders of unnecessary information and she would like the extraneous 
information purged. The current web host, Traverse Global, provides this service 
for a reasonable fee. Ms. Collins requested money from the budget to accomplish 
this task. She said once the clean up is done, there will be less confusion when 
the next person takes over the site. Ms. Wanaski mentioned that the Planning 
and Development Department will be maintaining the web site in the near future.   
 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Ms. Duresa, to allocate not more than $250 
per Ms. Collin’s request. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: Denise Collins: Aye, Bonnie Duresa: Aye, Dorothy 
Scherschel: Aye, Gail Drabant: Aye, Tip Hamilton: Aye.  All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant discussed a farmstead in Huntley. Ms. Linda Moore is currently living 
there. She is renting it through a life lease. Ms. Moore’s family sold the property 
to the high school district. Unfortunately, it is asbestos sided and replacement 
would be expensive. Ms. Drabant said Algonquin Road is going to be extended 
through the property and the family is looking to see if they could plaque the 
house to keep the road from going through. Ms. Drabant passed around pictures 
of the property. She said it does not have any unique characteristics that she 
could see and recommends calling Ms. Moore and informing her there is not 
much the Commission can do. Ms. Wanaski noted landmarking would not stop a 
road project.  
 

Regarding the Allendale Bridge, there was discussion on whether the bridge still 
has landmark status.  Ms. Drabant said the plaque was never put on the bridge. 
Ms. Collins stated the Commission should get the plaque and display it. Ms. 
Drabant asked that the record reflect, at this point the Allendale Bridge is still 
landmarked by the Commission and the motion passed by the Commission is the 
landmark status is removed upon removal from the site, not that it is removed 
already.  
 
Because Mr. Hamilton had to leave the meeting, there was a motion by Ms. 
Duresa, seconded by Ms. Scherschel to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 due to lack of a quorum.  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 7, 2007 
 

Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais and Nick 
Chirikos 
 
Absent: Gloria Mack, Dorothy Scherschel and Tip Hamilton 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Tom Conley and Linda Moore, Huntley, IL. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of the 
January17th meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mr. Tom Conley and Ms. Linda Moore were in attendance to discuss the Huntley 
farmstead where Ms. Moore lives. Ms. Moore would like to nominate the 
buildings on the farmstead. She brought with her a partially completed 
nomination form, a potential endangered historic site form and a binder of 
information regarding the property.  
 
Ms. Moore asked to address the Commission because she wants to save the 
farmstead. She displayed pictures of the property and the buildings. Ms. Moore’s 
grandfather sold the property to the Huntley School District. She is living there 
on a lease agreement with the school district. Ms. Moore’s concern is when the 
Algonquin by-pass is constructed, there will be another road built to connect the 
high school to it that could impact the buildings on the property.  
 
Ms. Collins asked if the property is in the Village of Huntley. Ms. Moore answered 
the school is in the Village of Huntley but the house is not.  Ms. Wanaski checked 
and the farmstead buildings are on a separate 18 acre parcel. 
 

Ms. Moore spent some time talking about the age of the buildings which goes 
back to the 1800s. She knows of two mayors that have lived on the farm. 
Edward Williams was one of the first people to sign up for World War II and 
serve. Mr. Gervais said it would mean a lot if Ms. Moore could tie the house with 
James Williams. It would be helpful to know how long Mr. Williams owned the 
house, if he was one of the founding families of Huntley. He suggested Ms. 
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Williams do a title search in the next 30 days. Ms. Collins agreed and added Ms. 
Moore’s best information may be the historic significance to the town. Ms. Moore 
should speak first to the “historic integrity” of the buildings. Ms. Collins 
suggested maybe putting together a “friends of” group to add support to the 
cause. The question was raised whether the school district may be willing to sell 
the buildings to Ms. Moore. Ms. Moore said she will be going to the school board 
but is waiting until the new board is elected. 
 
Ms. Collins asked Ms. Moore about the asbestos siding that is on the barn and 
the house. Because the barn and house are sided with asbestos, somebody 
would be responsible for the cost of removing the asbestos. The school may not 
want it.  Ms. Moore said her husband and her would be willing to remove the 
siding themselves. Ms. Wanaski cautioned Ms. Moore that taking the siding off 
herself would not be a good idea. There are many things to think about, the 
main concern being the health issue. Ms. Wanaski stressed that Ms. Moore 
realize 1) taking siding off would not guarantee designation and 2) most 
importantly, asbestos removal needs to be done by a licensed contractor with 
permit approval. 
 

Ms. Drabant reminded Ms. Moore the Commission can only make a 
recommendation to the County Board for approval. It was explained to Ms. 
Moore, the Survey Committee will make a recommendation and the Commission 
votes on that recommendation. If the Commission goes forward, a public hearing 
is scheduled. During the hearing, the Commission will vote whether it goes 
forward to the County Board.  
 
Ms. Wanaski asked when the 18-acre parcel was created. Was it always that 
configuration or was it created when it was sold to the school district?  If the 
parcel was created before the sale, it would be fine, but if the parcel was created 
around the time of the sale to the school district or after 1974, there would be a 
question of the legality of the parcel. Ms. Moore said it could have been its own 
parcel many years before the sale. The configuration of the parcel did not 
change when the property was sold to the school district. 
  

Ms. Drabant asked about the interior of the house. Ms. Moore said some is 
original and some is not due to a fire, but they have found horse hairs in the 
plaster. 
  
The Commission instructed Ms. Moore to make a copy of the information 
contained in the binder and get a current plat of survey. A legal description for 
the buildings would also be required. Once all of the information is completed 
the application could then be submitted. In the meantime, the Survey 
Committee, Ms. Drabant and Mr. Chirikos, will make a visit to the property.  
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The Commission thanked Mr. Conley and Ms. Moore for their time and 
commitment to Historic Preservation. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
No Report. 
 
SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant submitted her 2006 annual report to Ms. Wanaski. 
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 

Ms. Mack was not in attendance but did submit her report in writing and it is 
attached. Ms. Drabant read the report to the Commission. Ms. Mack’s report 
included an update on the Joint Council Meeting to be held on March 24th. Ms. 
Drabant mentioned to the Commission it would be a great if they could attend 
the meeting. She said it is always beneficial to have the presence of the 
Commission at the Joint Council meetings.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Ms. Collins said the request was put in for the $250 to condense the folders for 
the Historic Preservation website. She will contact Traverse Global so that can 
proceed. The next issue of the Gazette will be posted on the website.  
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 

No Report.  Ms. Duresea reminded the Commission to come out on Saturday for 
the Indian Trail Scenic Road dedication which will be held in Lake in the Hills at 
the corner of Indian Trail and Meadow Lane. 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 

No report. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 

Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission the Community Character Subcommittee 
of the Planning Commission would like to meet with some members of the 
Historic Preservation Commission. Historic preservation has been grouped under 
community character as opposed to resources. The sub committee has been in 
the process of formulating their goals and objectives. These goals and objectives 
will be brought to the County Board for their approval. Once approved, the sub 
committee will be meeting with various groups. They would like to know what 
the Commission would like to see in the plan and how they would like the plan to 
look at historic preservation.  
 
All annual reports have been submitted. Mr. Chirikos will give Ms. Wanaski his 
resume. This is needed as part of Springfield’s requirements for the CLG status. 
Ms. Drabant asked about the vacancy on the Commission. A ninth person is still 
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needed. Ms. Wanaski said she would make a request to the Administration 
Office. 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Chirikos said he was asked to purchase a GPS for the Historic Preservation 
Commission’s Local History Month contest. He said he found a Garmin unit with 
an antenna for $200. This unit includes software that interfaces with a laptop or 
PDA. There was a discussion on the type of GPS unit to purchase. The GPS 
should be something that anyone can use if they don’t have a laptop or PDA. 
Ms. Wanaski mentioned she looked into buying the VISA gift cards, but because 
each card purchased required a $5 fee, she was not authorized to exceed the 
amount appropriated by the Commission’s motion. 
 
Ms. Duresa asked if there were any decisions on how to run the contest. Would it 
be through the mail, in the newspaper or on the website? Contest rules also 
need to be considered. 
 
Motion by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Mr. Gervais to run a contest for Historic 
Preservation Month in May. 
 
DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Mr. Gervais said the contest is a great way to promote the Commission and the 
idea of preservation. He added it is something that fits in with the Commission’s 
mission. The contest will make people aware of what is in their community. Ms. 
Collins suggested we run the contest for the entire month of May. We could run 
two pictures a week for four weeks. Mr. Gervais suggested running a photo and 
a question to go with the photo once a week. It was noted the Northwest Herald 
would be the best newspaper to publish the photos.   
 

Motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Ms. Duresa gave Mr. Gervais some information on contest rules to review. 
Ms. Collins asked the Commission to write possible questions for the contest. 
Each person should come up with four questions for the contest to be reviewed 
at the next meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Chirikos to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m.  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

MARCH 7, 2007 
 

 
Chairperson Denise Collins called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Denise Collins, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, David Gervais, Nick 
Chirikos, Gloria Mack, and Dorothy Scherschel 
 
Absent: Tip Hamilton 
 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was noted on page one under “Public Participation”, in the first paragraph, the 
line “she brought in her nomination form” should read “she brought in her 
partially completed nomination form”. 
 
In the second paragraph, it states, “Ms. Moore’s grandfather sold the property”. 
It should be changed to “Ms. Moore’s father sold the property to the Huntley 
School District after her grandfather died”. 
 
The last sentence of the paragraph reads, “there will be another road built to 
connect to it”. It should read, “There will be another road built to connect the 
high school to it.” 
 

In the third paragraph which starts out, “Ms. Collins asked if the property is in 
the Village of Huntley”, the last sentence should read, “Ms. Wanaski checked and 

the farmstead buildings are on a separate 18-acre parcel”. 
 

In the last paragraph, it states “Ms. Moore spent some time talking about the 
building.” It should read “Ms. Moore spent some time talking about the 
buildings.” 
 

Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of the 
February 2nd meeting as revised. All members present voting aye except for Ms. 
Mack who abstained. Motion carried.  
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins did not have a report but she submited a copy of the McHenry 
Township Newsletter which featured an article on Pioneer Road. The article is 
attached.   
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SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant stated the McHenry County Conservation District has documented 
buildings that are going to be demolished. Ms. Drabant received a call regarding 
additional buildings that are to be demolished. She will be receiving an 
evaluation and will bring the information next month. One is a residence in the 
valley at Glacier Park and the other is a residence at a living land farm in Cary. 
 

Ms. Drabant made a visit to Ms. Moore’s farmstead in Huntley. She passed 
around pictures for the Commission to view. As historic integrity goes, Ms. 
Drabant stated she feels she has issues with the historic character of the 
buildings. There are many farmsteads in that area that have much more historic 
integrity such as on Coyne Station Road the beautiful stone house and the brick 
house around the corner. 
 
Ms. Drabant described her visit to Ms. Moore’s house. She noted 6 over 6 
windows at the rear of the house. The upstairs still has the original interior 
including raised panel doors.  Ms. Drabant said the house is at the earliest 1860’s 
and not an 1840’s house.  There are no hand hewned beams in the basement. 
The building techniques in the basement reflect that of an 1860, 70’ or 80’s type 
house.  There was a fire in the house in the 1960’s and the plaster has been 
removed and dry walled. There is a brick smoke house on the property, which 
was converted into an outhouse. There is a corncrib and a chicken house. The 
hand hewned barn, covered in asbestos, has a garage added to the side and a 
shed addition to the back. It does have serious foundation problems. Ms. 
Drabant said it’s a difficult situation if the school district has no interest in 
preserving this farmstead for educational purposes. Mr. Chirikos said he also 
visited the property. He went through both barns and saw much of what Gail 
pointed out in the pictures. He spoke to Ms. Moore and she indicated she was 
looking for information on what the next step would be.  Ms. Drabant said Ms. 
Moore made it clear that she does not want to move. She has a landscaping and 
snow removal business and wants to continue the business. Ms. Moore would 
like to wait until after the school board election to submit a formal nomination. 
She is running for the school board.  
 
After much discussion, Ms. Wanaski suggested a letter be written to Ms. Moore 
thanking her for the opportunity to visit the site. Language should be included in 
the letter which states the property is marginal regarding landmarking due to 
issues pertaining to historic integrity. Ms. Drabant will compose a letter and have 
Ms. Wanaski review it. It was noted the Commission would refer to the site as 
Williams Park or Harmony Road Farms. 
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MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Mr. Gervais said he has tried to contact the Mayor of Trout Valley regarding a 
Trout Valley historic district. Because of other issues, he has not been able to 
follow up. Ms. Mack offered to give the Mayor a call.  
 

Ms. Mack submitted her comments in writing and they are attached.  She 
attended the Indian Trail dedication in Lake in The Hills along with Ms. Collins, 
Ms. Duresa, Mr. Gervais and Ms. Drabant. The dedication went very well and was 
well attended. There was a lot of public participation. Two trustees from the 
Village were also there. Mr. Gervais complemented Denise Collins on her speech.  
 

The next Joint Council meeting will be on Saturday, March 24th at the Dole 
Mansion. The program begins at 10:30 a.m. with a presentation by Michael 
Dixon who is a preservation architect. Ms. Drabant said she hopes all 
Commission members will be able to attend.  
 

Ms. Mack spoke to Nancy Frendreiss, the head of marketing at the Northwest 
Herald, regarding the contest for Preservation Month. Ms. Frendreiss requested 
the Commission send a packet of information including rules, questions and 
prizes. Ms. Mack suggested asking the Northwest Herald to co-sponsor the 
contest with the Commission. Ms. Frendreiss will forward the packet to the vice 
president of marketing.  

 

Ms. Wanaski asked Ms. Mack if they had the next Joint Council program set. Ms. 
Mack answered they do not. Ms. Wanaski said the Regional Planning Commission 
has a subcommittee called “Community Character” which historic preservation 
falls under. The subcommittee wants to meet with groups for round table 
discussions. Ms. Mack will speak to Ms. Nancy Fike.  
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
No report. 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 
No report. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
Mr. Ken Koehler, McHenry County Board Chairman, forwarded to Ms. Wanaski a 
letter from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency regarding a house in 
Algonquin on Route 31 that is being considered for the National Register. Mr. 
Koehler is concerned the house might be near one of the County’s road projects. 
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It is the Christian Geister house, 302 South Main St. Ms. Mack will check with 
Don Purn of the Algonquin Historic Preservation Commission.   
 

Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission the Annual Statewide Conference and 
Award Recognition Program is going to be held June 14-16 at the University of 
Chicago in Hyde Park.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Duresa said she will be representing the Commission at the next Trout Valley 
Historic Society meeting on March 15th. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
The Commission discussed the Historic Preservation contest for historic 
preservation month. Ms. Duresa thanked Mr. Gervais for helping her put together 
the rules for the contest. After some discussion, it was noted answers could be 
emailed or postmarked within 7 days after publication. Each week there will be 
three questions, one scenic road question, one historic site question and one 
McHenry County general knowledge question. 
 

Mr. Chirikos will purchase the Garmon GPS and Ms. Mack will call Discover Card 
to purchase gift cards for the winner of the contest. The Commission asked staff 
to forward a proclamation to the Planning and Development Committee 
supporting Local History Month. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Mr. Chirikos, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn.  All members present 
voting aye Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING SUMMARY 

APRIL 4, 2007 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Bonnie Duresa, Tip Hale, Nick Chirikos and Gloria Mack 
 
Absent: Denise Collins, David Gervais, Dorothy Scherschel and Gail Drabant 
 
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guest: Holly Guge 
 
There was no quorum present. Vice Chairman, Ms. Duresa opened the meeting 
for discussion at 7:13 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Because there was no quorum present, approval of the minutes will be deferred 
until the next meeting. Mr. Hale noted his name should read Tip Hale instead of 
Tip Hamilton. 
 
Holly Guge was present at the meeting. She is interested in filling the vacancy on 
the Commission. Ms. Guge is a resident of Trout Valley and is very interested in 
historic preservation. She has documented the Jensen Landscape in Trout Valley 
and would like to do a landscape design inventory. She also has been reading up 
on the Hertz family. Ms. Duresa handed Ms. Guge additional information that she 
had on the Hertz family. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
No report. 
 
SURVEY 
Mr. Chirikos said he tried to find a buffalo wallow that may be located behind the 
Richardson’s house on Richardson’s farm but he was unable to contact them. He 
will keep pursuing this and possibly get a photograph. He went to see the 
Kattner Farm in Spring Grove which is owned by Arnold and Eugene Kattner who 
raise feeder calves. The family is no longer running a dairy farm. The octagon 
barn and the location of the original silo site, is all as it was a year ago when Mr. 
Chirikos went on a barn tour. George Richardson of the Richardson Farm family 
has offered to buy the barn and move it to his farm. Ms. Wanaski asked if they 
were to move the barn, how that would be accomplished. Mr. Chirikos said the 
move would be approximately 4 miles and if they would have to go through 
town, they would have to dismantle the barn. Mr. Chirikos said it depends on the 
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route and the cost of the move. A new foundation would have to be poured. Mr. 
Chirikos cautioned the move would depend on whether the property sells.  
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack submitted the bill for the Discover gift cards that will be used for prizes 
for the Historic Preservation Contest for the “Look at local History Month in May”.  
She stated she received a call from Nancy Frendreiss, the head of marketing at 
the Northwest Herald. Ms. Frendreiss declined to co-sponsor the contest stating 
the cost for the newspaper to participate would be $2,500. Ms. Duresa 
telephoned the Daily Herald and spoke with Sally McDowell, editor of the 
Neighbors section. Ms. McDowell indicated she was very willing to assist the 
Commission. Ms. Mack e-mailed Mr. Allen Stebbins of Woodstock the information 
about the Historic Preservation Month Contest. Mr. Stebbins is putting together a 
brochure on Preservation Month activities in the County. 
 
Ms. Mack said the Joint Council meeting at the Dole Mansion on March 24th was 
a success. Mr. Michael Dixon, a preservation architect, gave a wonderful 
presentation. Members of the Commission that were present were Ms. Drabant 
and Mr. Chirikos. Ms. Mack would like the Commission to send a personal thank 
you note to Ms. Aneida McDermott who arranged for the Joint Council to use the 
Dole Mansion for the meeting. 
 

Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission the proclamation supporting Local History 
Month has been submitted to the County Board and should be on their April 
agenda. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
No Report. 
 

EDUCATION 
No Report. 
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Duresa wanted to give mention of the following people who attended the 
Indian Trail Scenic Road dedication. They are Denise Collins, Bonnie Duresa, 
Gloria Mack, Dorothy Scherschel, Dorothy Otis and Sarah Edwards.  
 

Ms. Duresa submitted preliminary contest rules and the application for the 
historic preservation contest for “Look at local History Month”. An entry form will 
be posted on the Commission’s web site. The timeframe for submissions will be 7 
days from when the questions are submitted. 
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Ms. Duresa mentioned the Historic Preservation Commission’s web site needs to 
be updated. Indian Trail should be added under Scenic Roads. Also, the text on 
the Trout Valley Stone Gate Entrance page, which is under McHenry County 
Landmarks, states the farm boasted two Kentucky Derby winners and mentions 
show horse Count Fleet. Ms. Duresa pointed out there was actually only one 
Kentucky Derby winner on the farm and Count Fleet was not there. The site also 
states John D. Hertz constructed the gate during the 1920’s. This may not be the 
case so Ms. Duresa suggested the text should read it’s believed John D. Hertz 
constructed the gate during the 1920’s. She also suggested adding text stating 
anyone can nominate a scenic road.  
 
SURVEY 
No report. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
No report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Ms. Wanaski told the Commission she will be mailing the Annual Report to 
Springfield. She passed it around for the Commission to view. 
 

Ms. Duresa asked Ms. Wanaski about copyright stickers for Indian Trail. Two 
stickers are needed.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting concluded at 7:40 p.m. 
 

 



   

MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 2, 2007 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Dorothy Scherschel, Gail Drabant, Bonnie Duresa, Nick Chirikos, Gloria 
Mack and David Gervais 
 
Absent: Tip Hale and Denise Collins 
  
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 

Ms. Duresa called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was noted Mr. Gervais and Ms. Drabant also attended the Indian Trail Scenic 
Road Dedication Ceremony referenced in the March 7th meeting minutes. Motion 
by Mr. Chirikos, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the minutes of the March 7th 
meeting as revised. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
No report. 
 

SURVEY 
Ms. Drabant said there was no change in two properties that the Conservation 
District asked her to evaluate. The buildings are not slated for demolition until 
September.  
 

Ms. Wanaski handed Ms. Drabant a nomination form for the Old Cary City Hall 
building which was submitted by Holly Guge. Ms. Drabant pointed out the 
submission needs to go through the Village of Cary before it comes to the 
Commission.  Ms. Wanaski will forward that information on to Ms. Guge. 
  
Ms. Drabant mentioned as a Commission member and local Richmond historian, 
she gave research material and help to the Village of Richmond so that the 
Village could produce a self-guided CD and booklet walking tour of the historic 
homes in Richmond. All proceeds from the CD are going to the Memorial Hall 
Restoration Fund in Richmond.  
 

ENDANGERED SITES 
Mr. Chirikos said he visited Margaret Richardson owner of the Richardson Farms. 
He viewed a buffalo wallow site on her property and submitted pictures to the 
Commission. Ms. Richardson told him about another wallow that she knew of 
and pointed it out in the book titled, The Greenwood Book.  
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Mr. Chirikos submitted a letter by George Catlin who traveled and lived with the 
Indians in the west and southwest. Mr. Catlin wrote letters and had them 
published in 1844. The letters are a collection of articles about life in the plaines 
of the western United States. In Letter No. 31, which is attached to these 
minutes, Mr. Catlin describes buffalo wallows. He observed how the Indians 
hunted buffalo and how the buffalo wallows were made.  
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack said she is working on getting a location for the next Joint Council 
meeting. She said it will have to be more south than north to achieve better 
attendance. Ms. Wanaski suggested to Ms. Mack the Joint Council consider 
meeting with the Planning Commission here at the Government Center.  It would 
be a good chance for them to talk with the Commission in order to promote 
preservation issues in the 2030 Plan. 
 
Ms. Mack attended the Crystal Lake Historical Society Luncheon where Diana 
Kennedy was presented with an award.  The Boone County Historical Museum 
had a program commemorating the 1967 tornado in Belvidere.  Ms. Mack also 
mentioned she assisted Ms. Duresa with the Historic Preservation contest for 
Historic Preservation Month.  
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Ms. Duresa attended the Preservation Easement Workshop in Chicago given by 
the National Trust.  Around 25 people attended and most of the attendees were 
familiar with conservation easements.  The big issue was the IRS.  Applications 
and tax allotments are getting more complex, fewer benefits and fewer credits 
are offered.  It was suggested as far as historic districts, there should be a local 
ordinance with a land preservation easement. 
 

Ms. Duresa spent time working on contest rules and questions for the Historic 
Preservation Contest for Historic Preservation Month.  The landmarks will be 
featured in the Daily Herald Newspaper with the next week’s questions.  Ms. 
Duresa brought a copy of the newspaper to the Commission.  Ms. Wanaski said 
she would bring it to the Planning and Development Committee meeting on 
Thursday since they approved the proclamation.  
 
Ms. Duresa stated there was a discrepancy in one of the questions for week 
three that has been corrected. Ms. Wanaski requested Ms. Duresa e-mail the 
questions to her on Thursday so they can be posted to the website to go live by 
Friday. 
 

A scenic road nomination came in for a Barrington Hills roadway.  Ms. Duresa is 
trying to get a meeting date and time for the subcommittee to meet. Ms. 
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Wanaski reminded Ms. Duresa any designation is honorary and dedication as a 
scenic road does not mean the road cannot be improved or widened.  
 
Mr. Chirikos commented he feels the scenic road designation needs to equally 
represent all areas of the County and the Commission should give equal 
representation.  He said at least one scenic road designation in every township 
should be a goal.  Ms. Wanaski suggested the Commission get the word out to 
the Township Road Commissioners. 
 

 

REPORT FROM MCCD 
There was a discussion on whether Ms. Drabant’s name should be on the agenda 
since she is not an official representative of MCCD.  Ms. Wanaski pointed out she 
is not the liaison and she would not be noted as such. 
 
Ms. Drabant said at the last MCCD Board Meeting on April 24th, the Board voted 
favorably on a motion to adopt a conceptual plan for the McConnel Farmstead 
restoration and its use as an historic site in Richmond.  The concept was 
presented with a map and it was announced a visitor’s center would be built on 
Route 173 so the farmstead could be left intact.  
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski offered tickets sent by the Chicago Heights Historic Preservation 
Commission to the Sears Homes’ Conference to be held on June 2nd.  Ms. 
Wanaski asked Ms. Mack to send her the address for Aneida McDermott so a 
thank you note can be sent for her help in procuring the Dole Mansion for the 
last Joint Council meeting.  Ms. Wanaski mentioned to Ms. Duresa copyright 
stickers will be ordered for the Indian Trail signs.  Ms. Duresa said the changes 
to the website that were noted at the last meeting have been made and they are 
fine. 
 

Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission there will be a hearing tomorrow in the 
Administration Building at 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room B.  The Nethertons are 
selling their property and the potential buyers are coming in for a conditional use 
to use the property for their home and garden ornamental business. They own 
the landmarked Hutchinson House. Zoning does not affect the historic landmark 
status, but they are going to be using some of the barns for the business and the 
property’s use will change.  They are required to meet codes such as installing 
exit lights and ramps so there will be modifications to the outside.  Plans for the 
construction will be presented during the hearing.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Ms. Drabant noted her name will change to Brown as of May 19th.  Her address 
will remain the same.  
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Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Gervais to recommend the appointment 
of new member, Holly Guge to the Commission and to have Ms. Wanaski forward 
the Commission’s recommendation to the Planning and Development Committee 
for their recommendation as soon as the paperwork is complete.  All members 
present voting aye Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission the Annual Report has been mailed. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Drabant to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 

 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, June 6, 2007 
7:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:    
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Brown 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Mrs. Brown 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
OLD BUSINESS:   Local History Month Contest  
    Website 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

Planning/HPC/Meetings/Agenda/June 2007  



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, July 4, 2007 
7:00 pm 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:    
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Brown 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Website 

  
 
IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Mrs. Brown 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
 
ADJOURNMENT  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 1, 2007 
 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gail Brown, Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Denise Collins and David 
Gervais 
 
Absent: Tip Hale, Bonnie Duresa, Holly Guge and Dorothy Scherschel 
  
Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Brown noted “McConnell Farmstead” is spelled with one “L”.  In the Report 
from Staff, it should be noted the Nethertons, who are selling their property, 
own the landmarked Hutchinson House.  
 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the meeting minutes of 
May 2, 2007 as amended. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
No report. 
 

SURVEY 
Ms. Brown informed the Commission about another historic home, the Smith 
House, which is going to be demolished by a developer. The house is located at 
the corner of McCullom Lake Road and Ringwood Road. The survey sheet is 
attached to these minutes. The developer is annexing to Wonder Lake and the 
property will not fall under McHenry County’s jurisdiction once annexed. The 
developer has contracted with a scavenger that owns one of the antique stores 
in Richmond and the house is being stripped of all of its detail. Beverly Meuch 
had submitted an preliminary partial application for designation of the house. It 
was noted that the application included the entire 70-acre parcel which was not 
feasible to be processed. Mr. Chirikos pointed out other states and counties have 
found ways to put in legislation for preservation. He believes McHenry County 
can use these examples for crafting their own legislation. He suggested forming 
a subcommittee to address the issue. Ms. Wanaski stated that if historic homes 
are lost, a rural atmosphere cannot be maintained. The rural atmosphere of the 
County is one of the attributes the Regional Planning Commission wants to 
protect. A resolution may be something for the County Board to consider. Mr. 
Gervais suggested having a display of historic buildings that have been razed. 
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Ms. Brown submitted paperwork, attached to these minutes, on the two 
properties that the Conservation District asked her to evaluate. She also 
submitted pictures from Linda Moore. Ms. Moore was in attendance at the 
February 2, 2007 Historic Preservation Commission meeting to discuss saving the 
farmstead she rents from the Huntley School District. 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack reported the next Joint Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 25th. She will relay information about the prospect of new legislation 
for preservation and hopefully come back to the Commission with some ideas. 
She also suggested having the Commission distribute brochures highlighting 
McHenry County landmarks and the history behind them. This would be 
beneficial to the Commission and a great way to market ourselves. 
 
Ms. Mack thanked Ms. Wanaski for sending a note to Aneida McDermott thanking 
her for procuring the Dole Mansion for the last Joint Council meeting. 
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
No Report. 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 
No Report. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski distributed a sheet on economic incentives for the repair and 
rehabilitation of historic buildings.  
 

Ms. Wanaski explained Barb Wheeler, the Chairman of the Planning and 
Development Committee, has assembled a task force to look into a more 
environmentally smarter, friendlier, greener way to subdivide land called “Land 
First.” They are looking to do conservation design and working to incorporate 
this into the County Subdivision Ordinance. They are interested in preserving the 
oak and hickory trees are but fearful of developers cutting the trees and then 
applying for zoning.  Ms. Wanaski suggested starting documentation on the 
groves. Ms. Brown thought it would be a good idea if the Commission had a 
“scenic grove program” like the Scenic Road Program. Ms. Collins will contact Ms. 
Wheeler. 
 

FROM MCCD  

Mr. Chirikos will head up the research subcommittee to address the issue of 
preservation legislation.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
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Motion by Ms. Drabant, seconded by Mr. Chirkios to adjourn. All members 
present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30.  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2007 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Gail Brown, Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Tip Hale, Bonnie 
Duresa and Dorothy Scherschel   
 
Absent:  David Gervais and Holly Guge  
  
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests:  Paul and Ann Ostrander representing the Huntley Park District 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 

GUEST PRESENTATION 
Mr. Ostrander explained the Huntley Park District owns the Stowell-Deike 
Farmstead (one of the County’s landmarks) they would like to re-roof the main 
barn.  He submitted a report on the barn to the Commission which is attached to 
these minutes.  The barn currently has asphalt shingles and water is starting to 
rapidly deteriorate the roof structure and framing.  The Huntley Park District 
would like to replace the roof with fireproof wood shakes.  Mr. Bryon Perona, 
who owns Country Craftsman, came to look at the barn.  (See attached.)  Ms. 
Brown mentioned they should salvage as much material as possible.  She 
inquired as to why the rafters have to come down.  Mr. Ostrander explained 
some of the rafters are cracked and they want to add more to support the walls.  
Before a permit can be issued a Certificate of Appropriateness will need to be 
completed by the Commission.  Ms. Collins suggested the possibility of getting 
material from a barn located in Ringwood at the intersection of McCullom Lake 
Road that recently fell. 
  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Ms. Brown noted on page one, under Survey, “Beverly Meuch had submitted 

an application for designation of the house” should be changed to “Beverly 
Meuch had submitted a preliminary/partial application for designation of the 
house.” 

 
 Also, “It was noted that the application included the entire 70-acre parcel 

which was not feasible to be processed”, should be added at the end the 
above sentence. 
 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Duresa was made to approve the 
meeting minutes of August 1, 2007 as amended.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
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At this point, Ms. Collins left the meeting and Ms. Duresa took over as acting 
chairman. 
 
SURVEY 
No Report. 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
 Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these minutes.  

She said she received a call from Nancy Fike regarding the Ostend Cemetery 
which is a County Landmark.  Ms. Fike informed Ms. Mack that someone was 
researching the Ostend Cemetery at the Historical Society Library to get 
information regarding installing a turn lane on Route 120 which would result 
in relocating graves.  Ms. Mack sent an email to Mr. Jim Moelhling regarding 
legislation protecting cemeteries.  He informed her there is the Cemetery 
Care Act that protects cemeteries.  There is a gravel pit that surrounds the 
cemetery that is in the City of McHenry, but the cemetery is located in an 
unincorporated area.  In addition to researching how much land surrounds 
the cemetery, Ms. Wanaski will also do some research on the gravel pit.  
 
The annexation agreement with the Village of Wonder Lake included the 
Smith House located at the corner of McCullom Lake and Ringwood Roads.  A 
wrecking permit was issued in accordance with the adopted policies and 
ordinances of McHenry County for the structure.  The permit was filed by 
NRB Land Incorporated and the developer had contracted with a scavenger 
that owns one of the antique stores in Richmond.  The house was stripped of 
all of its details.  There was a brief discussion on the house and the 
implication on future preservation.  Ms. Wanaski suggested this would be a 
good topic to bring up at the Joint Council Meeting on September 25th.  
Everyone can discuss strategies on how to avoid this from happening in the 
future. 

 

 Ms. Mack reminded everyone of the Joint Council Meeting being held on 
September 25th at the Administration Building which will be a joint meeting 
with the Regional Planning Commission to provide input for the 2030 Plan.  
Ms. Duresa suggested having one or two of the Commission members greet 
people at the door.  It was also suggested to have name tags to write not 
only the names of attendees but also the town they are from. Ms. Brown 
offered to bring the name tags.  After some discussion it was decided to have 
two rooms available with eight tables including a sign-in table.  Refreshments 
of bottled water, coffee and cookies will be served.  
 

Ms. Duresa asked Ms. Wanaski for background information on the 2030 Land 
Use Plan.  Ms. Wanaski explained there are 14 members on the Commission, 
2 from each County Board district, one member at large and one liaison.  The 
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members have been appointed for a 2-year time frame in which to draft the 
2030 comprehensive land use plan.  There are 8 different subcommittees 
which focus on relative land use topics.  Each subcommittee focuses on their 
own specialty and they come together as a Commission to meet once a 
month.  Ms. Wanaski referred the Commission to the website: 
www.mchenrycounty2030plan.com.   

 
 Ms. Mack announced she will be a tour guide at Union Cemetery on 

September 16th.  She will also be a tour guide at the Dole Mansion on the 
29th of September.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
No report. 
 

EDUCATION 
No report. 
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
 Ms. Duresa put together a reference book of the Historic Preservation Contest 

held in May.  The book contains all of the questions and answers and a 
picture of the winners.  Ms. Duresa would like the Commission to consider 
running the contest again, next May.  The Commission agreed and a motion 
was put forth by Ms. Duresa, seconded by Ms. Mack, to sponsor the Historic 
Preservation Contest again in May of 2008.  All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 

 
 Ms. Duresa also submitted an article on Mason Hill Road which appeared in 

the Neighbors section of the Northwest Herald and an article on Trout Valley 
which was featured in the Barrington Magazine.  Ms. Duresa put together 
booklets for each scenic road.  Commission members thanked her for her 
organizational skills and noted the books will be a welcomed addition to the 
Commission’s reference library.   

 

 Finally, Ms. Duresa submitted minutes from the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Scenic Streets and Roads Subcommittee.  A scenic road 
nomination application was received in March for Spring Creek Road in 
Barrington Hills.  Ms. Duresa went on site and took pictures of the road.  
After much discussion by the subcommittee, the road was not recommended 
as a scenic road of McHenry County.  

 

Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Mr. Chirikos that the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission concurs with the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Scenic Streets and Roads Subcommittee’s denial of the Spring 
Creek Road application for scenic road designation.  All members present 

http://www.mchenrycounty2030plan.com/
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voting aye.  Motion carried.  Ms. Duresa will notify the applicant of the 
Commission’s decision. 

  

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
No report. 
REPORT FROM MCCD 
Ms. Brown noted there will be an “Archeological Demonstration Day” at the 
Powers Walker House on September 8th from noon until four o’clock in the 
afternoon.  Ms. Brown will be playing the part of Mary Powers and her husband 
will be there with his horse. 
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission there still is money available in the 2007 
the budget.  The Commission should be submitting suggestions for any materials 
they may want to purchase. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Ms. Duresa suggested having magnets made to bring public awareness to the 

Commission’s role and purpose.  Ms. Wanaski again mentioned there is 
money in the budget to purchase promo items.  After some discussion on the 
design of the magnets, it was decided to use the scenic road sign. 
 
Motion made by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Scherschel, to approve $300 for 
Historic Preservation Commission magnets by a roll call vote.  Ms. Mack aye, 
Ms. Scherschel aye, Mr. Chirikos aye, Mr. Hale aye, Ms. Brown aye, Ms. 
Duresa aye.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 
 Mr. Chirikos announced the 5th Annual Barn Association Tour, in conjunction 

with McHenry County College, will be held on Saturday, October 27th.  He 
said the focus of the tour will be Greenwood Township as well as parts of 
Hebron and Alden Townships.  The tour costs $38.00 and includes a box 
lunch.  Ms. Wanaski suggested Mr. Chirikos invite the Community Character 
Sub Committee to the event.  He said he would bring flyers with him to the 
September 25th Joint Council meeting.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made by Ms. Mack seconded by Mr. Chirikos to adjourn.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 3, 2007 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Present:  Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Bonnie Duresa and David 
Gervais 
 

Absent:  Holly Guge, Dorothy Scherschel, Gail Brown and Tip Hale  
 

Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 

Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Ms. Duresa noted she would like the minutes to reflect that she took over as 

acting chairman after Ms. Collins left the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 

 On page 3, second paragraph under Scenic Streets and Roads, it should be 
noted the “Neighbors Section” is featured in the Northwest Herald, not the 
Daily Herald. 
 

 The motion in the last paragraph on page 3 was made by Ms. Brown, not Ms. 
Mack as noted. 
 

 The adjournment should be noted in the minutes. 
 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Collins to approve the meeting minutes of 
September 5, 2007 as amended.  All members present voting aye.  Motion 
carried 
 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 Ms. Duresa discussed the Ostend Cemetery and the concern with graves 

being relocated.  She did some research and discovered Ostend is a 
registered cemetery in the State of Illinois.  Registered cemeteries are 
regulated by the State of Illinois Comptroller’s office.  The Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency can only issue a permit for moving graves in an 
unregistered cemetery.  This was confirmed by the State’s Attorney’s office.  

 
 Ms. Wanaski asked Ms. Duresa if she received a written opinion from the 

State’s Attorney’s office.  Ms. Duresa answered it was only a verbal opinion.  
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Ms. Wanaski informed Ms. Duresa that if, in the future, the Commission 
wished for an opinion from the State’s Attorney’s office, the request needed 
to go through the Department of Planning and Development.  Ms. Duresa 
said she would do that in the future. 

 

 Ms. Duresa attended the Joint Council meeting with the 2030 Regional 
Planning Commission subcommittee on “Community Character” on September 
25th.  She said she was disappointed with the subcommittee’s lack of 
knowledge of historic preservation and noted only 2 out of the 5 members 
attended the meeting.  She had hoped they would have been more familiar 
with historic preservation.   
 
Other Commission members had a different view and expressed 
disappointment over the lack of understanding by Joint Council members.  
They believed that there were so many non-related personal agendas voiced 
that, for the most part, preservations issues were never truly discussed.  It 
was their opinion that the Joint Council’s role was to educate Planning 
Commission members, which was never accomplished.   

 

 

SURVEY 
No report. 
 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
 Ms. Mack said she had spoken with Senator Pamela Althoff, who has taken an 

interest in the Ostend Cemetery.  The person at IDOT who handles these 
types of road projects will contact Senator Althoff if a petition is filed.  
 

 Ms. Mack attended the Joint Council meeting with the 2030 Regional Planning 
Commission.  Ms. Mack stated she felt there were too many people with too 
many agendas and the main topic of historic preservation was not fully 
addressed. 
 
Ms. Wanaski submitted a letter from Nancy Fike from the McHenry County 
Historical Society to the Commission which is attached to these minutes.  Ms. 
Fike’s letter expressed the importance of historic preservation in the 2030 
plan.  Commission members asked that it be forwarded to the Planning 
Commission. 

 
After some discussion, the Commission agreed to put together a PowerPoint 
presentation for the subcommittee signifying the value of preservation and its 
role in maintaining the rural character of the County.  Incorporated in the 
presentation will be information on scenic roads, trees, landmarks and various 
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slides showing historical resources.  The Commission would also like to make 
the presentation to the Planning Commission as a whole.  The timeframe to 
complete the presentation would be the end of November.  Ms. Collins 
volunteered to organize the presentation. 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & EDUCATION 
No report. 
 
 
SCENIC STREETS & ROADS 
 Ms. Duresa distributed pictures of Dustin Warkenthien, the winner of the 

Historic Preservation contest with some members of the Commission and 
County Board members.  Also pictured was Dorothy Otis of Marengo. 
 

 Ms. Duresa asked Ms. Wanaski if she had received a bill for the Historic 
Preservation Commission magnets she ordered.  Ms. Wanaski stated that a 
bill has not yet been received.  Ms. Duresa also mentioned one of the Pioneer 
Road scenic road signs is missing and stickers are still needed.  She will 
confirm this information and get back to staff. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
No report. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
No report. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Mr. Gervais seconded by Mr. Chirikos to adjourn.  All 
members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 7, 2007 

 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Denise Collins, Nick Chirikos, Commissioner Duresa, Holly Guge, 
Dorothy Scherschel and David Gervais 
 
Absent: Gloria Mack, Gail Brown and Tip Hale 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Commissioner Duresa stated she would like the Historic Preservation 

Commission roster to read Historic Preservation Commissioners instead of 
Historic Preservation Commission Members and she would like to be 
addressed as “Commissioner Duresa”.  
 

 Commissioner Duresa informed the Commission she has a new cell number 
(847-436-1902) and asked staff to update the Commission’s roster.  

 
 Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission, Ms. Guge has a new e-mail address: 

hguge@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Collins to approve the meeting minutes 
of October 3, 2007.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins stated she will present her PowerPoint presentation that she created 
for the McHenry County Planning Commission’s Community Character 
Subcommittee. She will be e-mailing the presentation to the Commission.   
 
Mr. Gervais asked Ms. Wanaski if there is a potential conflict if he has legal cases 
involving code violations. Ms. Wanaski stated she does not believe there would 
be a conflict if the violation does not have to do with a County landmark, but she 
will check.  
 
SURVEY 

 Mr. Chirikos stated he did not wish to be known as Commissioner Chirikos. 
He said he enjoys the pleasant atmosphere of the Commission. 
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 The barn tour was very successful. There were 155 paid participants.  
They visited 10 barns, 7 of which were hosted by the owners. Lunch with 
entertainment was included for a cost of $38.00.  

 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
No report. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & EDUCATION 

 Ms. Collins showed the Commission her PowerPoint presentation titled 
Integrating Historic Features in a Rapidly Developing County. The 
presentation will be presented to the Community Character Subcommittee 
on November 27th. 

 
The Commission agreed it was an excellent presentation. Mr. Gervais suggested 
turning the presentation into a video and posting it on the 2030 website. The 
next Community Character Subcommittee meeting will be on November 27th. Ms. 
Wanaski said she will place Ms. Collins on the agenda.  
 
SCENIC STREETS & ROADS 

 Commissioner Duresa stated she had the Scenic Road magnets that were 
ordered and handed them out to the Commission members. 

 

 She said she is working on photographs of the scenic roads for the 
Historic Preservation Commission website.  

 

 Pioneer Road is missing five scenic road signs.  
 
Ms. Wanaski suggested making a generic scenic road sign and making it 
available for purchase on the website.  Ms. Collins though it might be worth a 
press release in the newspaper. Ms. Wanaski mentioned the township prints a 
newsletter and that could be another way to advertise the missing signs.  
 

 Mason Hill Road needs two scenic drive stickers and copyright stickers. 
She said she cannot put them up herself because the signs are too tall.  

 

 Indian Trail needs copyright stickers. 
 

 Commissioner Duresa would like to purchase McHenry County Cemetery 
books Volumes three and four from the McHenry County Genealogical 
Society for the Commission’s library.  
 

Ms. Wansaski thought the Commission may own volume four. It was discovered 
the Commission has volumes one and three and may own volume four. Volume 
two is out of print.  
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 Commissioner Duresa made a motion to purchase McHenry County 
Cemetery book volume four from the McHenry County Genealogical 
Society for a total of $48.00. 

 
 Mr. Gervais moved to amend the motion to purchase the book after staff 

determines that the Commission does not have the volume presently in 
the library. Ms. Collins seconded that motion.  

 

 Ms. Collins called for a roll call vote to amend the motion to spend $48.00 
after staff determines which volumes need to be purchased. The votes 
were as follows: Denise Collins: aye, Nick Chirikos: aye, Commissioner 
Duresa: aye, Holly Guge: Aye, Dorothy Scherschel: aye, David Gervais, 
Aye. All in favor, motion carries. 
 

 No action taken to purchase more scenic road signs, or copyright stickers. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF 
No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
No report. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discussion of dates for next years meeting.  
 

 The first meeting in January will be 9th, 2008. 
 

 There will be no meeting in July. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the December meeting. Mr. Gervais suggested 
having the meeting off site at a restaurant. It was decided inquires would be 
made for the Courthouse Grill in Woodstock, Joey T’s in McHenry, Crandalls in 
Hebron and Bellas in Algonquin.  
 
There was also some discussion about FY 2006-2007 meeting dates. 
Commissioner Duresa questioned whether or not the Commission had voted on 
those dates.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by Mr. Chirikos to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 
7:00 pm 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:    
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Brown 
 Special Projects 
  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects 
  Joint Council 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 

 Website 
 

IV. EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects 
  Publication:  Gazette 
   
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Commissioner Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Brown 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   Election of Officers for 2007-2008 
 2006-2007 Annual Report 
 
OLD BUSINESS:     
    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 9, 2008 

 
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners present:  Denise Collins, Nick Chirikos, Bonnie Duresa, Holly 
Guge, Dorothy Scherschel, Gloria Mack, and Gail Brown. 
 
Absent: David Gervais  
 
Staff:  Audrey Martin 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Mr. Chirikos stated his name was misspelled at the bottom of the first 

page. 
 

 Ms. Brown informed the Commission the roster should be changed to 
reflect her new address and phone number.  
 

Motion by Mr. Chirikos, seconded by Ms. Brown to approve the meeting minutes 
of November 7, 2007.  All members present voting aye.  Ms. Mack Abstained. 
Motion carried. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 Ms. Collins stated elections will be postponed until all members are 

present. 
 

 Ms. Collins thanked Ms. Martin and Ms. Wanaski for helping gather 
information for binders that Ms. Collins distributed to the Commission 
members. She also thanked Ms. Mack and Mr. Gervais for their 
recruitment efforts to fill the Commission vacancy. 

 

 Ms. Collins distributed backpacks for the Commission members containing 
binders with information pertinent to the Commission such as Commission 
procedures, nomination forms, the Historic Preservation Ordinance, and 
guide maps.  

 

SURVEY 
No report 
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MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these minutes.  
 

 Dorothy Otis of Marengo has submitted an application for the vacancy on 
the Commission.  

 

 Ms. Mack would like to send a letter to the Village of Wonder Lake 
informing them of the historic significance of Ostend Cemetery because 
Thatcher Woods Subdivision will be bordering the cemetery.  She would 
like to include one of the Ostend books to accompany the letter. Ms. Mack 
said she would be happy to write the letter and deliver it to the Village in 
person. She asked for staff’s help on this project. 

 

 Ms. Mack announced her 2008 goals. She hopes the Commission will be 
able to landmark three properties:  

 
 The Powers Walker House 
 The McConnel Farmstead 
 The Kennedy Weigh Station 

 
The properties are owned by MCCD. Ms. Collins suggested meeting with    
Elizabeth Kessler and providing her with landmark applications. 
 

 Ms. Mack suggested acquiring local history books for the Commission’s 
library. She passed around a book entitled, What We Remember Before 
We Forget by Dr. Duane Andreas who is from Ringwood. There is also a 
book being written by Bob Frenz about one-room school houses of 
McHenry County that will be available this year.  

 

SCENIC STREETS & ROADS 
Commissioner Duresa submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these 
minutes.  
 

 Commissioner Duresa said she was contacted by Nancy Schumm-Burgess 
of the Barrington Hills Conservation Trust about the Commission’s Scenic 
Road Program. She is interested in starting a scenic road program in 
Barrington Hills. 

 

 In September, the Commission voted to run the landmark contest again 
for National Historic Preservation Month in May. Commissioner Duresa 
would like the Commission to start thinking about questions for the 
contest. She suggested having multiple choice answers and contacting the 
Northwest Herald to see if they would be interested in running it this year.  
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 Commissioner Duresa submitted a photo of the winners of the Historic 
Preservation Month Contest from last May that appeared in the Northwest 
Herald.  

 

 
REPORT FROM MCCD 

 Ms. Brown stated the Conservation District has 21,745 acres as of today.  
 

 There are two new conservation areas, Highpoint Conservation area which 
is located at the highest point in the County in Alden Township and a 
conservation area in Hebron adjacent to the Hebron trail called Hebron 
Peat Land. 

 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION  
Ms. Guge presented a PowerPoint presentation to the Commission titled Historic 
Preservation Tax Incentives. The presentation is attached to these minutes.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS & EDUCATION 
Ms. Collins presented a PowerPoint presentation focusing on two proposals which 
is attached to these minutes. 
 

1. Find and honor the largest, oldest oak trees in McHenry County. 
 

2. Acknowledge and plaque the remaining historic oak groves of McHenry 
County over 25 acres in size. 

 

 The first proposal could be kicked-off with an advertised contest called 
McHenry County Preservation Commission’s Century Oak Program or 
Heritage Oak Program. This program would acknowledge and plaque 
McHenry County’s ancient pre-settlement oaks that are 150 years or older. 

 

 The second proposal would be similar to the Scenic Roads program. A 
road sign would point out the grove. There are only 48 oak groves 
covering 25 acres left in McHenry County. 

 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
No report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Elections will be postponed until all members are present. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Collins to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 13, 2008 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioners present:  Denise Collins, Nick Chirikos, Bonnie Duresa, Dorothy 
Scherschel, Gloria Mack, and Gail Brown 
 

Absent: David Gervais and Holly Guge  
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Kim Kuta, Keystone Mortgage  
   Dorothy Otis 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Ms. Brown stated on page 2, under the three houses that the district 

owns, the last one should read “Kennedy Weigh” Station. 
 

 On the third page, under Report from MCCD, there is a bullet point stating 
Commissioner Duresa submitted a photo of the winners of the Historic 
Preservation Month Contest. This bullet point should be deleted and 
placed under Scenic Streets and Roads. 
 

 Under Special Presentation, “tress” should be “trees”. 
 

Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the meeting minutes of 
January 9, 2008 as amended.  All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Ms. Mack to nominate Ms. Collins to the 
position of Chairperson, to nominate Mr. Chirikos to the position of Vice 
Chairman and to nominate Mr. Gervais to the position of Secretary. 
There were no other nominations.  Ms. Collins closed the nominations and called 
for a voting of the slate.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried.   
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SURVEY 
Ms. Brown started out by submitting a copy of a letter she sent to Ms. Kim Kuta 
who is the owner of the original building that housed the Johnsburg General 
Store located on the northwest corner of Johnsburg/Wilmot Road and St. 
Johns/Chapel Hill Road in Johnsburg. The building was built in 1857. The letter 
states the general store is being brought back to its historical appearance and 
Ms. Brown recommended the building be considered for landmarking. Because 
the store is located within the municipal boundaries of the Village of Johnsburg, 
an intergovernmental agreement between the Village and McHenry County would 
have to be in place. Once the agreement is approved by both the Village and the 
County, an application for landmarking can be initiated. Ms. Kuta brought 
pictures of the building dating from 1911 to 2008. (Attached).  

 

 There was a consensus among the Commission to work with the Village of 
Johnsburg regarding an intergovernmental agreement. Ms. Mack stated 
she would call the Village and arrange a meeting. 
 

Ms. Brown performed a drive-by inspection with Ms. Mack of several properties 
in the rural area of the County and found two potential landmarks. 
 

 The Davidson home on Pagles Road in Dunham Township. This house is 
red brick with a great deal of ornamentation at the roof line. 

 
 A house on McKinstry Road in Hartland Township. The house is white with 

semi-circle tops on the windows and sits on the site of one of the few 
houses in the County that was noted on the 1837 survey notes. 
 

 Ms. Brown and Mr. Chirikos will take a ride and will conduct a site 
inspection of each of these houses.     
 

Ms. Brown said there could be five possible 2008 landmarkings. Three from 
MCCD that Ms. Mack mentioned at the last meeting and two others in Richmond, 
plus the John Stewart and Captain Stewart homes. Both of these homes are 
1872 illustration plat book houses.  It was noted Ms. Brown turned in her annual 
report.  
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these minutes.  
 

 The next Joint Council Meeting will be held on March 26th at the Riley 
Township Hall. The Riley Town Hall is the oldest township hall in the 
County.  
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 Ms. Collins will present the PowerPoint presentation she created for the 
2030 Planning Commission. 
 

 The May 2008 Historic Preservation Month will be discussed. 
 
 Ms. Mack informed the Commission two Scenic Road applications are going to 
be submitted.  
 

 Pleasant Grove Road in Riley Township submitted by Alice Wagner. 
 

 Nichols Road in Hebron Township submitted by Shirley Nichols and Martha 
Carver.  

 
Ms. Mack asked if the Preservation Plan was submitted to the 2030 Planning 
Commission. Ms. Wanaski answered it has not been done, but it will be 
submitted. 
 

A letter to Wonder Lake officials regarding Thatcher Meadows Subdivision and 
the Ostend Cemetery Book will be sent to the Village of Wonder Lake by March 
1st. Ms. Collins will review the letter and it will be sent from the Commission.  

 

Ms. Mack informed the Commission that Richmond Township’s Scenic Road sign 
was stolen and she would like to entertain a motion to purchase another sign. 
There was discussion regarding the placement of scenic road signs in order to 
discourage anyone from stealing them.  
 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Collins to purchase one more scenic road 
sign for Richmond Township but with installation in a more suitable location 
farther down the road and with specifications that will increase the signs 
longevity. All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS & EDUCATION 
Ms. Collins stated she e-mailed her year-end report to Ms. Wanaski. She said she 
would like to get something started in regards to the McHenry County 
Preservation Commission’s Century Oak Program or Heritage Oak Program. Ms. 
Wanaski suggested introducing the program during historic preservation month 
and presenting the PowerPoint presentation to the Joint Council. Also discussed 
was having a link from the Planning and Development web site to information 
relating to May’s “look at local history” activities.  
Ms. Collins would like to have another brainstorming session with the 
Commission and look at where things stand from the last session which was two 
years ago. The list from the last session will go out with these minutes. 
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SCENIC STREETS & ROADS 
No Report. Commissioner Duresa’s report from last month is attached to these 
minutes. 
 

Mr. Chirikos stated he would like to write something on the loss of the round 
barn in Marengo for the minutes. He mentioned an Old House Support Group 
that has not done anything and he volunteered to take that on. Ms. Wanaski 
suggested putting a link on the both the County website and the Historic 
Preservation website for interested parties regarding the Old House Support 
Group and creating a flyer that would be available to the public. 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
Ms. Mack introduced Ms. Dorothy Otis who will be submitting an application for 
the vacant position on the Commission. Ms. Wanaski asked about Ms. Otis’ 
background. There are certain stipulations in the Ordinance that require realtors, 
lawyers, preservationists and she asked Ms. Otis how she would fit in. Ms. Otis 
said she owns historic properties; she was the editor of a historic book on 
Marengo and has been on the City Council for 12 years. She married into a 
family that has been in Marengo since the 1830s. She is one of the original 
members of the Marengo Historic Preservation Society.  
 

Mr. Chirikos asked Ms. Otis if there might be a conflict of interest between her 
position in Marengo historic activities and anything the Commission might do. 
Ms. Otis stated she does not see any conflicts.    
 

It was noted the Commission has not received any other applications at this 
time.  

 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Scherschel to recommend Ms. Otis fill the 
vacant position on the Historic Preservation Commission’s roster. (Term expires 
in 2010). All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF  

Ms. Wanaski reminded Ms. Scherschel her term is up and she will need to submit 
another application. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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Motion by Commissioner Duresa seconded by Ms. Scherschel to order four 
copyright stickers, one set for Mason Hill Road and one set for Indian Trail for a 
total of six stickers. All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

 Staff will order new a scenic road sign for Richmond Township. 
 

 The brainstorming list will be attached to these minutes. 
 

 Ms. Collin’s Century Oak Program PowerPoint presentation will be printed 
out and attached to the minutes. 
 

 Name tags will be ordered for Ms. Collins and Ms. Brown.  
 

 Ms. Mack’s vote recommending Dorothy Otis will be forwarded to the 
Planning and Development Committee. 
 

 Mr. Chirikos will post a notice for the Planning and Development website 
about the Old House Support Group.  
 

 Mr. Marke, Planning and Development, will be asked to create a map of 
the Riley Township Hall for the Joint Council meeting. He also will be 
asked to come up with a Scenic Grove sign. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Collins to adjourn. All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MARCH 5, 2008 
 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present:  Denise Collins; Chairman, Gloria Mack, Commissioner Duresa, Gail Brown and 
David Gervias 
 
Absent:  Dorothy Schershel and Holly Guge, Nick Chirikos 
 
Staff:  Cindy Sassaman 
 
Guests:  Dorothy Otis 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Commissioner Duresa reported that there were not three separate motions on the nominations, 
there was one motion. 

 

 Commissioner Duresa stated that she submitted a Scenic Streets & Roads report. 
 

 Under Scenic Streets & Roads where it reads “Mr. Chirikos” it should state, “Ms. Duresa”. 
 

 Commissioner Duresa recalled that Ms. Wanaski inquired about the conflict of interest with Ms. 
Otis, not Mr. Chirikos as stated in the minutes. 

 

 Under New Business, the sticker information should read,”Mason Hill needs two #2 stickers, and 
2 copyright stickers and Indian Trail also needs 2 copyright stickers, for a total of 6 stickers.” 

 

 Ms. Brown noted that on page 2, under Survey, the building was built in 1857 not 1957. 
 

 She also noted that on page 2, last paragraph under Survey, the sentence should read, “Three 
from MCCD that Ms. Mack mentioned at the last meeting and two others in Richmond, plus the 
John Stewart and Captain Stewart homes”. 

 Page, 4 under Program Coordinator, the wording “submitted” should be changed to “will be 

submitted”. 

 Chairman Collins noted that her report was not included in the packets that were sent out. 
 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Commissioner Duresa to approve the meeting minutes of February 
13, 2008 as amended.  All aye.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON 
Ms. Collins asked if anyone had the Indian Trails scenic roads folder.  The file is missing and if anyone 
should come across it please inform staff. 
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Ms. Collins handed out the annual attendance sheet to the Commission.  The Commission found the 
attendance sheet very informative.  Ms. Collins asked if Ms. Guge has the ability to get to the meetings.  
She has only been to one meeting and has three absences in a row.  The Commission feels she is very 
knowledgeable and would like her attendance, but in light of absences they would like a member that 
regularly attends the meetings.  Commissioner Duresa mentioned that she has offered to provide a ride 
to Ms. Guge.   
 
Ms. Mack also handed out the Joint Council information regarding the Joint Council of Historic Groups 
meeting which is scheduled for March 26th at the Riley Township Office at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Ms. Otis is a guest tonight awaiting Committee approval for membership on the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Duresa submitted two nominations for landmarks from Dorothy Schershel.   The 
nominations were Chunn’s Burying Ground and Cary Cemetery.   She submitted the applications to Ms. 
Brown. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Ms. Collins reviewed a letter regarding Thatcher’s Meadow and Ostend Cemetery.   She has also been in 
contact with a Stewart relative who still has an interest in plaquing the house.  This matter is still moving 
forward. 
 
Ms. Collins has not heard anything further on the scenic grove concept.  Ms. Wanaski had provided 
sample scenic grove signs for the Commission to review.   Ms. Brown provided a copy of a grove on a 
sign as well.  It was the consensus of the Commission that they liked the sign provided by Ms. Brown.  A 
copy was provided for the record.  Mr. Gervais mentioned that he preferred to have a “road” similar to 
the one on the scenic road signs, but with trees that were added by Ms. Brown. 
 
The Commission thanked Chuck Marke of the Department of Planning & Development for all of his help 
on the sign.   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
SURVEY 
Ms. Brown provided the Survey Committee report.  She performed a site inspection on the Nichols Road 
Farmhouse.  The next generation has built a new ranch behind the old home.  They are now concerned 
that the old house will have to come down since there are 2 homes on one lot.    The house is a white, 
gable and side wing vernacular farmhouse.  Ms. Brown felt the home seemed sound.  She did not 
perform an inside inspection.  Ms. Wanaski had previously suggested there could be options if this is a 
home worth saving.    Ms. Brown mentioned that the home has the rear kitchen, front porch, chimney’s 
etc.  The age of the home is circa 1850’s - 60’s.  Mr. Gervais mentioned that they had carved out a 
separate legal in previous landmarks such as the house of seven gables and the witness tree.   Ms. 
Brown also mentioned that she would need to go inside the home to determine the condition of the 
home and if the beams in the basement are hand hewn beams.   The rare homes built during the civil 
war era are the homes with hand hewn beams.     
 
Ms. Brown also performed some research on the McKinstry Road house and it is in the 1837 original 
survey.  The site visit was put on hold and will be accomplished in the near future. 
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Grace Moline contacted Ms. Brown regarding the Perez property.    Mr. Perez owns several properties in 
Harvard and was interested in landmarking and tax freeze information.  The tax freeze requires 
landmarking by a CLG and that would require an intergovernmental agreement with the City of Harvard.  
If he contacts this Commission we will pursue the intergovernmental agreement. 
 
MUNICIPAL LAISION 
Ms. Mack read her report to the Commission.  The Joint Council notice was sent out on February 29th.    
She will be providing the hot cider and donuts and asked if someone could provide cups.   Ms. Otis 
offered to bring cups for the hot cider.    Ms. Mack was scheduled to meet with Village of Johnsburg on 
March 4th but then they wanted them to meet with their Community Character group on the 20thof 
March.  They will now meet with the Village the first week of April.  She will provide them with a copy of 
our ordinance. 
 
On March 19th Ms. Mack and Ms. Collins will be meeting with Elizabeth Kessler, MCCD, to present 3 
applications; Powers Walker House, McConnel Farm site and the Kennedy Way Station.    
 
Special project - Lincoln Bicentennial Birthday Committee 
 Ms. Mack attended the first meeting of the Committee and attached the minutes.  The are several ideas 
that were presented at the meeting.  Ms. Mack mentioned that so far they have the square in May and 
will have the Woodstock High School band play music appropriate from that era.  The Opera House will 
present “My American Cousin”, the play that was being performed the night Lincoln was shot.  Schools 
could hold essay contests.  The local towns could decorate like Chicago did the cows.  Also, there could 
be a Lincoln penny collection.  The school that collects the most pennies will get Lincoln cookies.  The 
collected pennies would go towards a charity. 
 
Today Ms. Mack met with Molly Walsh at MCC partnering with the Bicentennial program for a February 
2009 program.  She contacted Tom Schwartz, the State Historian.  Hopefully he will be the speaker on 
Lincoln’s time in Illinois.  Molly Walsh has spoken to the American History chair and this program will be 
included in the student’s syllabus as an extra credit option.    
 
Ms. Mack informed the Commission that she will not be able to attend April meeting. 
 
Mr. Chirikos was absent, but did express an interest in this group at the last meeting.   Maybe if this 
subject is active on the website maybe there will more interest created.   
 
COMMUNICATION & EDUCATION 
Ms. Collins polled the Commission on keeping the gazette.   Ms. Mack suggested an annual gazette and 
thought it would be a good way to start the scenic grove program.  Ms. Collins thought it was more 
useable distributing through libraries rather than posting on the website.    Mr. Gervais did not want to 
stop the gazette.    Ms. Collins had stopped receiving information and suggestions, but will start up again 
in May.   Ms. Brown thought this was a great idea and way to kick off local history month.   If anyone has 
any suggestions please forward them to Ms. Collins. 
 
Mr. Gervais had questions on the Oak Program.  He asked how to determine the age of the trees.  
Commissioner Duresa suggested using an arborist.  Ms. Collins informed the Commission that the age 
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can be determined in more cases with the size of the trees as mentioned in the handout.  Mr. Gervais 
will be nominating his own tree.      
 
SCENIC ROADS 
Commissioner Duresa submitted a report which was a resubmitted report from January.  All action items 
from last month have all been addressed.  The roads signs are ordered. 
 
Ms. Collins noted that Ms. Wanaski only received annual reports from Ms. Mack, Ms. Brown, and 
herself.  Please send any others to her. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Commissioner Duresa submitted two nominations from the Cary Grove Historical Society; Cary 
Cemetery and Chunns Cemetery near Fox River Grove which is surrounded by the Village of Fox River 
Grove, but is still in McHenry County.  It is near an 1847 school house that was recently annexed into 
Fox River Grove.    There are burial dates that go back to 1809 including a civil war soldier from 1861.  
Residents claim the property was Indian burial grounds.  The property is surround by spring creek.   
Commissioner Duresa has verified all the information that was submitted.    She also provided a 
newspaper article that was written several years ago about a cleanup effort by local residents.   There 
was a person from Barrington that went around the cemetery in 1944 and named everyone in the 
cemetery.    She also provided a copy of an article that someone sent her from 1986 about a gentleman 
who was researching his family cemetery and found that condos were constructed on the cemetery site.    
The nominations will be stamped received as of today.  Ms. Collins suggested looking for more old burial 
grounds or old cemetery’s in the County.  The next step is for these nominations is to go to the survey 
committee.     
 
The Bicentennial Committee will be added as a special project with Ms. Mack listed as the liaison. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Ms. Collins mentioned that the brainstorming list is still in the minutes.  She feels this is a good time for 
the Commission to move forward on this because the County is having a slow growth time.  Ms. Collins 
asked the Commission if they could swing a brainstorming session at the end of April or May.  This 
would be an extra meeting in addition to the regular meeting and could be 2 hours on a weekend.  Ms. 
Collins will try to get Prairie View again since it’s more centrally located.  After some discussion, the end 
of March seemed like a better time to meet.  Ms. Collins will email the Commissioners for the best 
available Saturday.   
 
REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS 
The Commission reviewed the scenic road signs with more information and gave the go ahead to order. 
The attendance chart needs to be discussed.  The Commission felt that Ms. Guge has valuable input but 

is not attending meetings.  There is one vacancy that is going to the Planning and Development 

Committee tomorrow to be filled by Dorothy Otis.   The Commission’s Bylaws state, “Three unexcused, 

consecutive absences from Commission or committee meetings by any member will automatically 

mandate a discussion of the matter by the Commission and, if necessary, a subsequent report and 

recommendation to the Planning & Development Committee for action”. 
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Ms. Collins reminded everyone to call the staff with enough notice if they are not attending a meeting.  
This will allow enough time to cancel the meeting if needed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned 8:28 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

APRIL 2, 2008 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present:  Denise Collins; Chairman, Gloria Mack, Commissioner Bonnie 
Duresa, Gail Brown, Dorothy Schershel, Dorothy Otis, and Nick Chirikos 
 

Commissioners Absent:  David Gervias 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Ms. Collins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - FEBRUARY 13, 2008 
Motion by Commissioner Duresa seconded by Ms. Otis “to rewrite the minutes from 
February 13, 2008 because of the corrections on the corrections with our minutes of March 
5th. “ 
 
A brief discussion followed. 
 
The motion was repeated by Commissioner Duresa and seconded by Ms. Otis as follows: 
“motion to rewrite the minutes, simply an exchange of names and cut and paste one 
section.”  
 
A motion was then made by Mr. Chirikos, seconded by Ms. Brown “that Commissioner 
Duresa submit her corrections and make it a part of the minutes of this meeting and not 
rewrite in total the minutes of the meeting of February 13th.” Voice vote motion was 
assumed passed by the Chairman, however, Commissioner Duresa objected to the motion 
and vote and asked for a recount. 
 
A brief discussion followed. 
 
For clarity the motion was restated by Mr. Chirikos seconded by Ms. Brown “to amend 
Commissioner Duresa’s motion that she submit her corrections to the February 13th 
minutes and we add those corrections to the minutes of this present meeting in place of 
rewriting the entire minutes of February 13th.” By a show of hands, the amended motion 
passed 4 to 3 in favor of the amendment. Voting in favor were Ms. Brown, Mr. Chirikos, Ms. 
Collins and Ms. Mack. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES - MARCH 5, 2008 
 Ms. Collins noted the agenda should reflect Mr. Chirikos has not taken over the 

Gazette. His name should be listed under the Old House Support Group.  
 

 Commissioner Duresa’s corrections are attached to these minutes. 
 

 Ms. Mack noted on page one, the first item states, “Commissioner Duresa reported” 
this should read “Ms. Mack reported”. 

 
 On page two, the second paragraph stated “Ms. Collins also handed out...” this should 

read “Ms. Mack also handed out...” 
 

 On the page three under Municipal Liaison, the 3rd line states, “the Commission was 
scheduled…” this should read “Ms. Mack was scheduled…” 

 
 Also on page three under special project the 5th line reads, “The local town could 

decorate like Chicago did the cows.” It should read, “The local town could decorate 
stovepipe hats.” 

 

Motion by Mr. Chirikos seconded by Ms. Collins to “approve the minutes of March 5th 2008 
as corrected.” All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ms. Collins seconded by Ms. Brown “that we have a tape player here, we have 
our office support here and that is how we will keep records of this meeting.” 
 
A discussion followed and Ms. Collins retracted the motion pending her obtaining advice 
from fellow Commissioner and Attorney David Gervais. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Motion by Ms. Collins, seconded by Ms. Otis “to apply for a grant from the County 
Community Foundation for a laptop and projector for the Commission’s use in offsite 
presentations.” All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

SURVEY 
No Report. 
 

MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
Report attached. 
 
Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Ms. Otis “to have Ms. Mack and Mr. Gervais represent 
the Commission with the Village of Cary and the Village of Johnsburg for upcoming 
landmark issues.” All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
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OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP 
No report. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
No report. 
 

SCENIC STREETS AND ROADS 
Report attached. 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
No report. 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD 
No report. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 The Commission would like to get on the County Board agenda for May to present 
Ms. Collins’ PowerPoint presentation she created for the 2030 Planning 
Commission. 

 
 All of the Commissioners present were given a copy of the By-Laws. A copy will be 

mailed to Mr. Gervais this week.  
 

REPORT FROM STAFF 
 Ms. Wanaski noted Mr. Chirikos and Commissioner Duresa have turned in their 

annual reports.  
 

 Going forward, the minutes will consist of written reports, motions and a summary 
of action items.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
It was decided to use the scenic road signs we have for Mason Hill and just purchase new 
stickers. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 Corrections to the minutes of February 13, 2008 provided by Commissioner Duresa 

will be attached to these minutes. 
 

 A complete nomination application will be submitted for Chunn’s Cemetery.  
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 The initial report on the Chunn’s Burial Ground is due at the May meeting. It will be 
an agenda item under Survey. 
 

 A proclamation for “Look at Local History Month” will be sent to the Planning and 
Development Commission for full County Board approval. 

 
 A copy of the proclamation will be sent to Ms. Otis. 

 
 A thank-you letter will be sent to Ms. Guge on behalf of the Commission thanking 

her for her time and effort on the Commission. 
 

 Materials for the Old House Support Group will be forwarded to Mr. Chirikos. 
 

 Ms. Brown will send artwork regarding signage for the scenic groves to staff. 
 

 Ms. Collins’ PowerPoint presentation she created for the 2030 Planning Commission 
may be presented to the County Board in May. 

 
 Order one scenic road sign “SD05”, four copyright stickers and two stickers for “SD 

02.” 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 



McHenry County Historic Preservation 
05/07/08 meeting minutes 

1 
 

MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MAY 7, 2008 
 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present:  Gail Brown, Gloria Mack, Commissioner Duresa, Nick Chirikos 
Dorothy Schershel, Dorothy Otis, and David Gervais  
 

Commissioners Absent:  Denise Collins 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Vice Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Ms. Guge’s name should be removed from the 4/2/08 minutes. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Brown to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2008 
Historic Preservation as corrected.  All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
No Report. 
 

Survey 
Report attached. 
 

Motion by Ms. Mack seconded by Ms. Otis to go forward with the Chunn’s Burial Ground 
landmarking hearing. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Scherschel to accept the recommendation of the 
Survey Committee for the Chunn’s Burial Ground nomination.  All members present voting 
aye. Motion carried.  
 

Municipal Liaison 
Report Attached. 
 

Motion Mr. Gervais seconded by Commissioner Duresea that the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission co-sponsor the February 1st, 2009 Lincoln Bicentennial. All 
members present voting aye. Motion carried.  
 

Special Projects   
Old house support group 
Report attached. 
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Communications/Education 
No report. 
 

Scenic Streets and Roads 

Report attached. 
 

Report from MCCD 
Report incorporated in survey report. 
 

Report from Staff 
Report attached. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded Ms. Mack to purchase the latest edition of the McHenry 
County 2007 Plat Book. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: Ms. Brown: no, Ms. Mack: yes, Commissioner Duresa: 
no, Ms. Schershel: yes, Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Otis: no, Mr. Chirikos: yes. The motion passed 
by a vote of four in favor to three opposed. 
 

New Business 
Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Otis that staff distribute the minutes and agenda a 
minimum of seven days prior to the next regularly scheduled Commission meeting.  All 
members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Mack that any suggested changes be submitted to 
staff a minimum of 3 days prior to the meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Mack  that staff review the proposed changes to the 
minutes, incorporate the changes that staff deems appropriate, reprint the minutes if 
necessary and forward the amended minutes to the Commissioners at least 24 hours prior 
to the meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Mack that any motion to approve minutes will not 
permit amendments to the minutes during the meeting of the vote. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Otis that the agenda be divided into discussion 
items and action items.  
 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: Ms. Otis: yes, Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Schershel:  yes, 
Commissioner Duresa: yes, Ms. Mack: yes, Ms. Brown: no, Mr. Chirikos: no.  The motion 
passed by a vote of five to two.  
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Old Business 
Grove picture incorporated into Survey report. 
 

Action Items 
 Staff will schedule a public hearing for the next meeting for Chunn’s Burial Ground 

nomination. 
 

 Staff will request that Ms. Mack confirm the change of the September Joint Council 
meeting at the June meeting so everyone will be aware of the dates and time. 
 

 Ms. Wanaski will resend Ms. Mack the e-mail regarding invitations for future events. 
 

 A plat book will be purchased for the Commission. 
 

 A new agenda will be formatted to reflect the separation of action items and 
discussion items.  
 

 The Commission will be co-sponsoring the Bicentennial with the McHenry County 
Historical Society.  

 

Adjournment 
Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn.  All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at  9:23 p.m.  
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

JUNE 4, 2008 
 

 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Dorothy Schershel, Bonnie Duresa, 
Gail Brown, and Dorothy Otis 
 

Commissioners Absent:  Nick Chirikos and David Gervais  
 

Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 

Chairman Collins called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
There was no motion to approve the meeting minutes of May 7, 2008. 

 
Chairman’s Report 
Report attached. 
 

Survey 
Report attached. 
 

Special Projects   
Old house support group 
Report attached. 
 

Municipal Liaison 
Report attached. 
 

Motion by Ms. Mack seconded by Ms. Otis that the Commission initiate a $45.00 
expenditure to be used as part payment for janitorial services at the February 1st, 2009 
Lincoln program at McHenry County College. The voice vote was as follows:  Ms. Brown: 
yes; Ms. Schershel: yes; Ms. Otis: yes; Ms. Mack: Yes; Ms. Duresa: yes; Ms. Collins: yes.  All 
members present voting aye. 
 

Communications/Education 
Report attached. 
 

Scenic Streets and Roads 
No report. 
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Pogram Coordinator 
Report incorporated in municipal liaison report. 
 

Report from MCCD 
No report. 
 

Report from Staff 
No report. 
 

New Business  

Discussion of agenda format 
It was the consensus of the Commission to keep the agenda format the same as it has been. 
  

Summary of Action Items 
 The Cary Cemetery land marking has been put on hold 

 
 The Certificate of Insurance from McHenry County College for the February 1, 2009 

Lincoln program will be forwarded as soon as we receive the check from the 
Historical Society. 

 
 The Commission will take a look at having another brainstorming session in August 

for a few hours on a Saturday.  
 

 Ms. Otis’ fax number will be added to the Commission’s roster.  
 

Adjournment 
Motion by Ms. Mack seconded by Ms. Schershel to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
 



 

 

McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 

Wednesday, July 4, 2008 
7:00 pm 

 
 
ROLL CALL:   

 
INTRODUCTION of GUEST(S): 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Brown 
Special Projects 

  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects: Joint Council 
    Lincoln Bicentennial Program 
 
III. OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP:  Nick Chirikos 

 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS/EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects:  Oak Program 

Special Projects:  Gazette 
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Commissioner Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Brown 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  Discussion of Agenda format  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
SUMMARY of ACTION ITEMS:    
 
ADJOURNMENT     Planning/HPC/Meetings/Agenda/July 2008Agenda 
 



McHenry County Historic Preservation 
8/06/08 minutes 

 1 

 

 
MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
AUGUST 6, 2008 

 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Gloria Mack, Denise Collins, Dorothy Schershel, Bonnie Duresa, 
Gail Brown, Dorothy Otis and Nick Chirikos 
 
Commissioners Absent:  David Gervais  
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
There was no motion to approve the meeting minutes of June 4, 2008. 

 
Chairman’s Report 
Report attached. 

 
Survey 
Report attached. 

 
Special Projects   
Old house support group 
No report. 
 

Municipal Liaison 
Report attached. 

 
Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Ms. Scherschel to pay the historical reenactors for the 
kickoff of the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth of February 1st at McHenry County College at a 
cost of $300. A roll call vote was taken as follows: Ms. Duresa: yes, Mr. Chirikos: yes, Ms. 
Otis: yes, Ms. Brown: yes, Ms. Scherschel, yes, Ms. Mack: yes, Ms. Collins: yes.  All members 
present voting aye. 
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Scenic streets and roads 
Report attached. 
 
Motion by Ms. Scherschel, seconded by Ms. Otis that the Commission approve Hillside Road 
as Scenic Road Number 7. All members present voting aye. 

 
Program coordinator 
No report. 

 
Report from MCCD 
No report. 

 
Report from Staff  
No report. 

 
New Business 
No report. 

 
Old business 
None 

 
Summary of Action Items 

 Ms. Brown will bring booklets on the Indian Trail to the next meeting. 
 

 The Commission is going to pay the contract for the Lincoln reenactors for the 
bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth of February 1st at McHenry County College 

 
 Ms. Wanaski will e-mail Ms. Otis regarding the 2008 Preservation Conference 

information and registration. 
 

 The Commission members will contact each other via e-mail regarding the 
certificates of appropriateness for the House of Seven Gables. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion by Ms. Mack seconded by Ms. Brown to ‘adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2008 
 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Denise Collins, Dorothy Otis, Gloria Mack, David Gervais, Dorothy 
Scherschel, Nick Chirikos and Gail Brown 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Bonnie Duresa  
 
Staff:  Audrey Martin 
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 

 
Chairman Collins explained the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the Hutchinson House which is also known as the House of Seven 
Gables located on Route 14 in Harvard. The house was landmarked in 1997 and the 
owners, Jacek and Gretchen Peczkowski, are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
replace windows, siding on the barn,  and repair the brick on the outside of the house. Mr. 
Gervais read the application to the Commission. 

 
The Commission reviewed the information that was submitted and proceeded to discuss 
the windows. Upon reviewing the quote for the windows, Mr. Gervais noticed the owners 
are planning to put in mullions between the panes of glass which would detract from the 
look of the house.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Brown that the application for Certificate of 
Appropriateness in relation to the windows to the Seven Gables house be approved with 
the following conditions: the windows be altered from the plans as provided to be true 2 
over 2 windows with vertical mullions between the top panes only and the bottom panes 
and be true mullions which would divide the windows themselves in two and be external.  

 
Mr. Chirikos agreed true mullions would be preferable.  Ms. Otis said she does not have a 
problem with the clad windows as long as it adheres to the original architecture and design 
of the windows. She added the gothic portions of the windows on top should be protected. 
Ms. Mack stated she agreed with the consensus. Ms. Collins stated she also agrees. 
 
A roll call vote was as follows: Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Brown: yes, Ms. Otis: yes, Mr. Chirikos:  
yes, Ms. Scherschel: Yes, Ms. Mack: Yes, Ms. Collins: yes.  Motion carried. 
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Mr. Gervais noted Jacek and Gretchen Peczkowski would like to install new vertical ribbed 
steel siding on the entire existing barn.  Mr. Chirikos said steel siding is used all the time on 
barns to preserve them. He mentioned it is the most cost effective, but it is not historically 
accurate. He is in favor of it because of the technological superiority of the material. Mr. 
Gervais approves of the steel the siding as long as the existing doors and window locations 
remain.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Brown to accept the application for the Certificate 
of Appropriateness relating to installing new vertical rib steel siding on the entire existing 
barn with the condition the windows and doors remain where there are and in the same 
configuration.   

 
In response to Ms. Scherschel’s opinion that wood siding such as cedar would be a better 
covering, Ms. Collins said she too would prefer wood over steel. She pointed out that wood 
(cedar) today is not like cedar was 100 years ago and it is not as durable as the steel. The 
Commission discussed that steel would be acceptable, but they would like more 
information. Mr. Chirikos asked Mr. Gervais if it would be possible to amend his motion to 
request more information. Mr. Gervais answered the Commission could deny to accept the 
motion for the siding which would compel the owners to come back and ask for an 
explanation.  
 
A roll call vote was as follows:  Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Brown: yes, Ms. Otis: no 
Mr. Chirikos: no, Ms. Scherschel: no, Ms. Mack: No, Ms. Collins: no.  
The motion to accept the application to install new vertical rib steel siding on the entire 
existing barn is denied. 

 
Mr. Gervais said the owners mentioned doors in their letter to the County. He did not see 
anything in the submittal pertaining to doors. (Note: the only referral to “doors” was the 
window company name, Pella Windows and Doors.) See attached letter.  

 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack that application to install new doors be 
denied for lack of information.  

 
A roll call vote was as follows: Mr. Gervais: yes to deny, Ms. Brown: yes to deny, Ms. Otis: 
yes to deny, Mr. Gervais: yes to deny, Mr. Chirikos: yes to deny, Ms. Scherschel: yes to deny, 
Ms. Mack: yes to deny, Ms. Collins: yes to deny. Motion carries.  

 
Jacek and Gretchen Peczkowski also requested to put an addition for a new kitchen on the 
south side of the house.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais seconded by Ms. Scherschel to deny the request for permission to 
put an addition for a new kitchen on the south side of the house.  
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Mr. Gervais said the Commission can either approve the motion subject to more 
information or deny it. If the Commission denies the motion, the Peczkowski’s can resubmit 
the application. Mr. Chirikos said the addition would render the house more livable and 
increases the living space. It would be built in the same style as the exterior of the house 
and it is in an area of the property that cannot be seen from any public vantage point. It is 
in the interior corner of the southeast portion of the house.  The Commission stated they 
would like to have more information.   

 
A roll call vote was as follows: Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Brown: pass, Ms. Otis: yes to deny, Mr. 
Chirikos: yes to deny, Ms. Scherschel: yes to deny, Ms. Mack: yes to deny, Ms. Collins: yes to 
deny, Ms. Brown: yes to deny. 
 
Motion carries. The application to put an addition for a new kitchen on the south side of the 
house is denied its certificate of appropriateness. 

 
Jacek and Gretchen Peczkowski also requested to brick the part of the home that is 
presently in wood which is the garage and the area above the garage so that it is uniform in 
appearance. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Otis to accept the request to brick part of the home 

that is presently in wood above the garage.  
 
Ms. Collins stated anything that makes the house look better would be beneficial especially 
if they can match the brick. Mr. Chirikos stated he has concerns with voting yes on the 
motion because the Commission does not have any architectural renderings.   Mr. Gervais 
pointed out the Commission is voting on appearance and giving the owners approval to use 
the brick in the location specified.  
 
A roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Mack: yes, Ms. Scherschel: yes, Mr. Chirikos: yes, Ms. Otis: 
yes, Ms. Brown: yes, Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Collins: yes. 
 
Motion carries.  The Certificate of Appropriation will be issued to allow the application to 
incorporate the same color brick as the existing home on the part of the home that is 
presently wood, which is the garage and the area above the garage.  

 
Motion by Ms. Otis, seconded by Mr. Gervais to reconsider adding language to the previous 
motion that the windows throughout the entire home are of the same constructional style 
and conformity so there is not a difference of windows in the different parts of the house. 
Any window replacements have to conform to the same style.  
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Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Brown: yes, Ms. Otis: yes, Mr. Chirikos: yes, Ms. Scherschel: yes, Ms. 
Mack: yes, Ms. Collins: yes. 
 
Motion carries. The Certificate of Appropriateness will be amended to add the condition 
that all the windows be uniform and consistent. 

 
Mr. Gervais stated he would like to make the Commissions response a separate second 
sheet for each of the points the Commission raised. The Commission will have to describe 
what was voted on for approval on the front page.  Each motion will be on a separate sheet. 
 
Mr. Gervais said the Commission should send a letter to the applicant stating the 
Commission encourages them to submit new or revised applications and to attend a 
meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Chirikos to adjourn.  All members present voting 
aye. Motion Carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 1, 2008 
 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Gloria Mack, Dorothy Scherschel, Nick Chirikos, Bonnie Duresa 
and Gail Brown 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Denise Collins, David Gervais and Dorothy Otis 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Jaceek and Gretchen Peczkowski   
 
Vice Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Mr. Chirikos introduced Jaceek and Gretchen Peczkowski. They are the owners of the 
House of 7 Gables and they are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace 
windows, siding on the barn, new kitchen addition and repairs to the brick on the outside 
of the house. The house was landmarked in 1997. 
 
New windows were discussed. Mr. Jaceek explained they would like to order the windows 
as soon as possible.  After some discussion, it was determined a vote would not be 
necessary because a vote was taken at the last Commission meeting. The windows were 
already approved. 
 

The next topic of discussion was the kitchen addition.  After discussion, the following 
motion was made: 
 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the kitchen addition.  All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 
 

The Commission then discussed the siding for the barn. The issue was using steel siding.  
The Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation were discussed.  After discussion, 
the following motion was made: 
 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Brown to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness 
to approve steel siding on the barn, keeping the location of the windows and doors the 
same. The roll call vote was as follows:  Ms. Duresa: no, Ms. Brown: yes, Ms. Mack: yes, Ms. 
Scherschel: abstained, Mr. Chirikos: yes. Motion carries. 
 

The next topic of discussion was the porch.  The Commission would like to see the side 
porch built to match the front porch. After some discussion, the decision on the porch was 
postponed.  
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Approval of Minutes 
 It was noted the date on the minutes should be changed from August to September.  

 
 Mullin should be mullion. 

 
 There is a typo on page 3, third paragraph. Built is spelled incorrectly.  

 

Motion by Ms. Mack seconded by Ms. Scherschel to approve the minutes of September 17th, 
2008 with the changes as noted. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
No Report. 
 

Survey 
Report attached. 
 

Special Projects   
Old house support group 
Report attached. 
 

Municipal Liaison 
Report attached. 
 

Communications/Education 
No report. 
 

Scenic streets and roads 
No report. 
 

Report from MCCD 
No report. 
 

Report from Staff  
Ms. Wanaski reported that the intergovernmental agreement with Johnsburg has been 
signed. 
 

New Business 
Discussion of meeting dates for 2008 - 2009. 
 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to accept the dates as presented including the 
July date. All members present voting aye. Motion carried. 
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Summary of Action Items 

 The date for the Hillside Road scenic road dedication is tentatively scheduled for 
November 8th, 2008. 

 
 Chunn’s  Burying Ground landmark designation will be Saturday, October 26, 2008 

at 1:00. 
 

 Meeting dates for FY 2008 -2009 were approved. 
 
Motion by Mr. Chirikos seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion Carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 5, 2008 
 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Chairman Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, David Gervais, Dorothy 
Scherschel, Nick Chirikos, Bonnie Duresa, Dorothy Otis and Gail Brown 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guest: Barbara Wheeler 
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Chirikos to approve the minutes of the October 1, 
2008 Historic Preservation Commission meeting.   
 

Ms. Duresa stated she would like the minutes amended to reflect that Mr. and Mrs. 
Peczkowski received the Certificates of Appropriateness for their property at the meeting.  
 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of the October 1, 
2008 Historic Preservation Commission with the amendment.  All members present voting 
aye. Motion Carried. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
No Report. 
 

Survey 
Report attached. 
 

Special Projects   
Old house support group 
Report attached. 
 

Municipal Liaison 
Report attached. 
 

Communications/Education 
No report. 
 

Scenic streets and roads 
No report. 
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Program Coordinator 
Report attached. 
 

Report from MCCD 
No report. 
 

Report from Staff  
No Report. 
 

New Business 
Recording the minutes of the Commission Meetings 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Chirikos that staff make audio recordings and keep 
those recordings available until the minutes are approved.  
 

After discussion, Chairman Collins asked for a roll call vote. Mr. Chirikos: yes, Mr. Gervais: 
yes, Ms. Otis: yes, Ms. Brown: no, Ms. Scherschel: yes, Ms. Duresa: yes, Ms. Mack: yes, 
Chairman Collins: yes. Motion carried. 
 

Old Business 
The Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation were discussed. 
 

Motion by Ms. Scherschel, seconded by Ms. Duresa to withdraw the historic landmark 
status from the site of the 7 Gables property. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Scherschel to postpone the voting on the motion 
made by Ms. Scherschel to remove the historic designation from the 7 gables site and to 
postpone it to the next meeting. 
 

Chairman Collins asked for a roll call vote. Mr. Chirikos: no, Mr. Gervais: yes, Ms. Otis: yes, 
Ms. Brown: no, Ms. Scherschel: yes, Ms. Duresa: yes, Ms. Mack: no, Ms. Collins: no. 
 

The motion failed because of a tie vote.  
 

A voice vote on the original motion was held. Mr. Chirikos: no, Mr. Gervais: no, Ms. Otis: no, 
Ms. Brown: no, Ms. Scherschel: yes Ms. Duresa: yes, Ms. Mack: no, Ms. Collins, no. 
 
The motion failed. 
 
 
 
 
 



Historic Preservation Commission 
11/05/08 Meeting Minutes 

3 

 

Summary of Action Items 
 Ms. Collins will compose the write up for the Hillside Road designation. 

 
 Ms. Duresa will e-mail Ms. Collins pictures of Chunn’s Burying Ground for the wall 

plaque. 
 

 There will be a Commission meeting on the first Wednesday in December. 
 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion Carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
McHenry County 

Historic Preservation Commission Tentative Agenda 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008 

7:00 pm 
 

—BUSINESS WAS SUSPENDED; ONLY THE ANNUAL DINNER WAS HELD— 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL:   

 
INTRODUCTION of GUEST(S): 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
REPORT BY CHAIRPERSON:   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

I. SURVEY:  Gail Brown 
Special Projects 

  Endangered Sites:  Nick Chirikos 
  Rural Intensive Survey:  Tabled  
 
II. MUNICIPAL LIAISON:  David Gervais, Gloria Mack 
 Special Projects: Joint Council 
    Lincoln Bicentennial Program 
 
III. OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP:  Nick Chirikos 

 
IV. COMMUNICATIONS/EDUCATION:  Denise Collins 
 Special Projects:  Oak Program 

Special Projects:  Gazette 
 
V. SCENIC STREETS/ROADS:  Bonnie Duresa 

 
VI. PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Gloria Mack 
 

REPORT FROM MCCD:  Gail Brown 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING STAFF:  Maryanne Wanaski 
  
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
 
SUMMARY of ACTION ITEMS:    
 
ADJOURNMENT     
 

Planning/HPC/Meetings/Agenda//December2008Agenda  
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The following meetings of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission will be 
held at 7:00 p.m. at the McHenry County Government Center- Administration Building, 
Planning & Development Conference Room 206, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, IL unless 
otherwise posted. 

December 3, 2008 

January 7, 2009 

February 4, 2009 

March 4, 2009 

April 1, 2009 

May6, 2009 

June 3, 2009 

July 1, 2009 

August 5, 2009 

September 2, 2009 

October 7, 2009 

November 4, 2009 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

JANUARY 7, 2009 

RollCall 
Commissioners Present: Chairman Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, Nick Chirikos and Gail 
Brown 

Commissioners Absent: David Gervais, Dorothy Scherschel, Bonnie Duresa and 
Dorothy Otis 

Staff: Dennis Sandquist and Audrey Martin 

Guest: Laurie Selpien 

Call to Order 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order at 7:15p.m. 

Ms. Selpien introduced herself to the Commission. She is hoping to fill the vacancy on the 
Commission. 

APJlroval Q/Minutes 
Minutes were not approved due to the lack of a quorum. 

Standing Committee Reports 
Due to the lack of a quorum, committee reports were tabled until the next scheduled 
meeting on February 4th. 

HPC Website Update 
Mr. Chirikos presented the redesigned web site for the Commission. His report is attached. 

New Business 
None. 

Old Business 
None: 

Adjournment 
The meeting ended at 8:20p.m. 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 4, 2009 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Chairman Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, Nick Chirikos, Gail Brown, 
David Gervais, Dorothy Scherschel, Bonnie Duresa and Dorothy Otis 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski, Dennis Sandquist and Audrey Martin 

Guest: Laurie Selpien 

Call to Order 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order at 7:05p.m. 

Ms. Selpien introduced herself to the Commission members that were absent last month. 
She would like to fill the vacancy on the Commission. 

Ms. Duresa stated she had a point of information and proceeded to ask the Commission 
about Certificates of Appropriateness regarding the Hutchinson House that were e-mailed 
to her. She said she did not understand and, in her opinion, she felt they were not 
completely filled out. Commission members told her that the owners came to the meeting 
in October and the certificates were completed in the Commission's presence. After some 
debate, Ms. Otis stood up and announced she was submitting her resignation. Ms. Duresa 
also submitted her resignation. 

Ms. Duresa, Ms. Otis and Ms. Scherschelleft the meeting at 7:15p.m. 

Acwroval ofMinutes 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of November S<h 

2008. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Election of Officers 
Election of Chairman 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Brown to nominate Mr. Chirikos as Chairman. There 
were no other nominations. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Collins that the Commission continues the elections 
with the new chairman presiding. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Mr. Chirikos expressed his gratitude to Ms. Collins for her past service as Chairman of the 
Commission. 
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Election of Vice Chairman 
Motion by Ms. Collins seconded by Mr. Gervais to nominate Ms. Brown as Vice Chair. There 
were no other nominations. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Election of Secretary 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Gervais to nominate Ms. Mack as secretary. There 
were no other nominations. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Standing Committee Reports 
Survey 
Mr. Chirikos recommended Ms. Brown continue on the Survey Committee. Ms. Brown 
stated she would maintain that position. 

Municipal Liaison 
Mr. Chirikos recommended that Ms. Mack and Mr. Gervais continue to serve as the 
municipal liaisons. Ms. Mack and Mr. Gervais stated they would be happy to continue in 
that capacity. Ms. Mack stated there were over 200 people at the Lincoln presentation at 
McHenry County College. She said it went very well. 

Ms. Mack mentioned a program called Hats off to you. Mr. Lincoln. She asked the 
Commission if they would like to decorate a hat. The Commission agreed to decorate a hat 
with the theme of the "debater." Ms. Wanaski said she would ask the Planning and 
Development Department if they would like to decorate a hat. 

Old House Support Group 
Mr. Chirikos said he would like to continue on this committee. 

Communications/Education 
Ms. Collins stated she was responsible for communications when she worked on the 
Commission's web site. She is more involved in the education portion of the committee. 
She would like to continue with the Gazette and work on launching the Heritage Oak 
Program for history month in May. 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Gervais to split the Communications/ Education 
Committee into two separate committees with education continuing with its sub-topics and 
communication being its own committee. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Ms. Collins will continue working on the Education Committee which will include the 
Gazette and the Oak Program, and Mr. Chirikos will continue to work on the 
Communication Committee which will encompass the website. 
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Scenic Streets and Roads 
Ms. Mack volunteered to work on streets and roads until someone is able to fill the vacancy. 
Ms. Collins said she is willing to help Ms. Mack if the need arises. 

Program Coordinator 
Ms. Mack stated she usually coordinates programs, such as scenic roads and land markings. 
The Commission acknowledged it is a valuable function but not as its own committee. 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to eliminate the title of Program Coordinator 
as a standing committee and relocate it under municipal liaison functions. All members 
present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Revort from MCCD 
Ms. Brown stated there is a Quercus Project for the County which is made up of 
homeowners and groups of volunteers they call oak keepers who survey parcels. There has 
been a new oak species found in McHenry County that has never been recorded called the 
Swamp White Oak. These naturally occurring Swamp White Oaks have been found north of 
Marengo Ridge just north of Deerpass. Another area of these oaks was found at the north 
end of Chemung Township. 

Ms. Collins mentioned she has a preview of a presentation called the Oaks of McHenry 
County that may be televised in the future on public television. Mr. Gervais suggested 
putting that as an agenda item next month under Education. 

Ms. Brown wanted to clarify something that was written in Ms. Otis' resignation letter. She 
stated she is not an ex-officio member of the Conservation District. She is an employee of 
the District and is a full voting member of the Commission. 

Revort from StaU 
Ms. Wanaski stated it is annual report time. She distributed the attendance chart for last 
year. She stated Catherine O'Connor will allow the Commission to send the annual report 
digitally to IHPA. However, because Ms. O'Connor has many CLGs to review, we will only 
send the minutes of the public hearing for the designation of Chunn's Burying Ground. Ms. 
Wanaski reviewed the information she will be sending with the Commission. She stated the 
landmark list should be updated. 

Mr. Sandquist addressed the Commission. He introduced himself to the Commissioners that 
were absent last month and stated the Planning and Development Department is 
committed to meeting supporting needs of the Commission as a group. He had 
conversations people from LPCI and IHPA about speaking with the Commission. Mr. 
Gervais felt that coming to the Commission may be more appropriate for a Joint Council 
meeting, this way all groups can benefit from their knowledge. 
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Ms. Brown stated she would like to publish the Commission's request for people to fill the 
vacancies in the local newspaper. Mr. Sandquist suggested a press release and he will speak 
with the Administrator's intern to see if that can be prepared. 

Ms. Wanaski asked Ms. Mack if the Joint Council meeting could possibly be moved to April 
because of all of the Lincoln festivities going on. Ms. Mack will check and get back to the 
Commission. Ms. Wanaski asked the Commission to consider finishing the photographs of 
the last two landmarks which would be the gates and the cemetery. 

Mr. Gervais mentioned that he appreciates the outstanding work that staff has done for the 
Commission. He said they have always gone out of their way and have acted professionally 
and are very dedicated. 

New Business 
Ms. Mack stated she would like to designate Lincoln Road in Chemung as a scenic road as a 
special project for the bicentennial. 

Ms. Collins mentioned she would like to present her Community Character presentation to 
the County Board. Mr. Sandquist said he will speak to Mr. Austin. 

Motion by Ms. Mack that the Commission sends Ms. Selpien's application to the Planning 
and Development Committee. Mr. Gervais noted a motion is not required. The application 
goes to the Planning and Development Committee with a memo and they forward it to the 
County Board. The motion was withdrawn. Ms. Wanaski asked Ms. Selpien for a short 
resume to be included with the application. 

Old Business 
There was none due to the interest of time. 

Summary ofAction Items 
• Commissioner names will be added on the agenda under their perspective 

committees. 

• Funding for the landmark photos will be placed on the agenda for next month. 

• Ms. Collins will need the projector for the presentation of The Oaks of McHenry 
County. It will be placed on the agenda for next month under education. 

Adjournment 
Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Collins to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion Carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:05p.m. 

Historic Prese(vation Commission 

2/!J./09 meeting minutes 

4 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MARCH 4, 2009 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Chairman Nick Chirikos, Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, Gail Brown, 
David Gervais, and Laurie Selpien 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 

Guest: Bruce Randall 

Call to Order 
Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at: 7:05p.m. 

Approval ofMinutes 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Brown to approve the minutes of February 4, 2009. 
All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Mr. Gervais introduced Mr. Randall. Mr. Randall submitted an application to the 
Commission to fill one of the vacancies. He works as a civil engineer and has a degree in 
architecture. 

Chairperson Report 
Mr. Chirikos mentioned Ms. Duresa and Ms. Otis tendered their written resignations at the 
last meeting. A week later, Commissioner Scherschel submitted her resignation. Mr. 
Chirikos stated he wrote her and thanked her for her service. He welcomed Ms. Selpien as 
the newest member to the Commission. This leaves three vacancies on the Commission. 
The Commissioners discussed possible people to fill the vacancies. Ms. Wanaski informed 
the Commission that Kevin Craver a columnist with the Northwest Herald, published a 
notice in the Community section of the paper advertising that HPC is accepting applications 
for those vacancies. Ms. Wanaski will e-mail Mr. Craver asking if he can have the article run 
again. 

Standing Committee Reports 
Rural intensive Survey 
Ms. Mack began the discussion by mentioning she spoke with Lisa Dichiera, of the 
Landmarks Preservation Council, who was under the impression the last survey was 
completed in 1980. Ms. Brown added, especially for the benefit of the newest member and 
guest that four townships were completed in 1998: Nunda, Grafton, Algonquin and 
McHenry. The intensive survey started in those townships most impacted by development 
issues. In 2003, Richmond, Burton, Dorr, Greenwood and Coral were completed. There are 
eight townships left to be done. 



Ms. Brown would like to finish colating the second phase of the survey and have all of the 
data accessible in notebooks. Ms. Wanaski stated in the past the Planning and Development 
Department has asked the County for supplemental budget dollars to fund the survey and 
the Department has been denied those funds. The Commission discussed how to 
accomplish completing the survey. The survey would not start until next fall. 

Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing. The next Joint Council meeting will be held on 

April 29th at the Frank Howard Estate. Lisa Dichiera, of the Landmarks Preservation 
Council, has been tentatively scheduled as the speaker. The Bicentennial Committee Gala 
was successful and the Hat's Off to Lincoln Display was showcased. It is available for 
display to other organizations and hopefully will have a permanent home at the 
Government Center. 

Coordination ofPrograms 
None. 

Old House Suvvort Group 
Mr. Chirikos said he has been talking to Ben Wellington, of Planning and Development, 
about posting information about the support group on the HPC's website. 

Communications/Education 
Ms. Collins presented the Oaks of McHenry County video to the Commission. There are 
negotiations with public television to air the program. After the video, Ms. Collins stated 
she would like the Commission to formally launch the Heritage Grove program to raise the 
public's awareness. She suggested a Power Point presentation or graphic display be part of 
the April 29th Joint Council meeting. 

Ms. Collins said the next issue of the Gazette will be published for "History Month" in May. If 
the Commission has any suggestions or submissions she would like them by mid-April. 

Communications 
Mr. Chirikos met with Mr. Wellington and discussed the Commission's web site. They 
talked about the comprehensive landmark list and how it could be displayed on the site. 
Mr. Chirikos would like to have a picture of each landmark on one page with a link to a 
description. He also mentioned creating Google Maps for each landmark 

Scenic Streets and Roads 
Ms. Mack stated she would like to designate a Lincoln Road because of the bicentennial. She 
said a part of Lincoln Road (in McHenry Township) crosses Chapel Hill Road and runs east 
to Route 12. She would like to designate that section of Lincoln Road. She has a friend who 
will submit the application. 



Report from MCCD 
No report. 

Report from StaU 
Ms. Wanaski reported a Mr. and Mrs. Theis, who live in Bay View Estates, came into 
Planning and Development. They are seeking information on landmarking their property. 
After showing them the landmark photos, she provided them with an application and 
promised to help if they needed assistance with the forms. 

She reminded Commission members about turning in their annual reports. 

Ms. Wanaski asked Ms. Mack if she would consider putting up a sign at the Joint Council 
meeting that would illustrate new programs that the Commission is launching such as the 
Heritage Grove Program. Ms. Wanaski will speak to Chuck Marke about creating a Heritage 
Grove sign. Commission members will decide next month if they want to order a prototype. 

New Business 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien told the Commission she would like to work on promoting Victory Gardens. 

She researched historic ties to Victory Gardens and came up with an idea to develop a 
partnership with local nurseries and garden centers to do small seminars on how to grow a 
victory garden. She suggested possibly having the garden centers compete on how many 
vegetables they can grow in a certain amount of space. After some discussion, it was 
decided Ms. Selpien will write up information on the history of victory gardens for an 
article in the Gazette. An idea for a pamphlet describing victory gardens was also discussed 
for placing in local libraries. 
This item will be put on the agenda under old business for further discussion. 

Old Business 
Photo gallery update 
Ms. Collins said the Commission has a picture of the Trout Valley Gates. Mr. Chirikos said he 
will take a picture of Chunn's Burying Grounds for the gallery. 

Sum mazy ofaction items 
• Binders will be ordered for organizing the rural intensive survey. 

• Victory Gardens will be placed on the next agenda item under Old 
Business. 

Adiournment -Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Collins to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion Carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:10p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

APRIL 1, 2009 
 
 

Roll Call  

Commissioners Present: Chairman Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Gail Brown, David Gervais, 
and Laurie Selpien  
 
Commissioners Absent: Denise Collins 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 

 
Guest: Bruce Randall, Steven Greeley, Patricia Doornbosch and Lynn Gray 
 

Call to Order 
Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at: 7:04 p.m. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the minutes of March 4, 2009. All 
members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 
 

Mr. Greeley, Ms. Doornbosch and Ms. Gray introduced themselves to the Commission. They 
previously submitted an application to the Commission to fill the vacancies.   
 

Chairperson Report 
No report. 
 

Standing Committee Reports - Survey 
Ms. Brown turned in her annual report. She said she is updating the landmark list. She 
would like to revisit the landmarks where the owners have changed hands. The 
Commission would introduce themselves and bring handouts describing what the 
Commission does. Ms. Mack, Mr. Chirikos and Ms. Selpien expressed interest on making 
those visits. They will make an effort to visit these homes in the next month.  Ms. Brown 
said she put together a list of potential landmarks from the 1993 survey team. She would 
like to update the landmark map along with the landmark list. Scenic Roads will be added 
to the potential landmark list. 
 
The Heritage Grove Program was discussed. Ms. Wanaski showed the Commission samples 
of the signs. The Commission decided to have two copies of each sign made, one small and 
one large. Mr. Gervais asked if a grove was on private property, is the Commission going to 
require the landowner’s approval first. After discussion, it was decided changes will be 
made to the application and a signature will be required from the landowner before the 
grove is recognized. The Commission will also follow up with a phone call to verify the 
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landowner’s signature.  The Commission decided to make two copies of each sign to bring 
to the Joint Council meeting next month along with copies of the heritage grove application.  
 

Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack reported the next Joint Council meeting will be held on April 29th at the Glacial 
Park Conference Center. They will be discussing the Challenge to the Chicago Preservation 
Ordinance. Ms. Mack noted that the Commission is co-sponsor of the event and everyone 
should attend.  
 
Mr. Gervais and Ms. Mack are planning to meet with the Trout Valley Village President to 
discuss a possible intergovernmental agreement to landmark the Hertz Farm swimming 
pool. 
 

Coordination of Programs 
None. 
 

Old House Resources 
No report. 
 

Communications/Education 
No report. 
 

Communications 
Mr. Chirikos reported that Ben Wellington, of the Planning and Development Department, 
has made several changes to the front page and interior pages of the Historic Preservation 
website.  The joint council announcement will be posted on the front page along with 
information on Historic Preservation Month.  Mr. Chirikos said the site should be ready to 
go online in a week. 
 

Scenic Streets and Roads 
Ms. Mack dropped off a scenic road application to a friend of hers to complete for Lincoln 
Road in Lakemooor. 

 
Report from MCCD 
Ms. Brown handed out a brochure for the Powers Walker House distributed by MCCD 
which contained activities for the 2009 season. 
 

Report from Staff 
The Federal Government has designated the theme for local history month as “this place 
counts”. Ms. Wanaski said she is working to get Ms. Collins on the County Board agenda for 
the first Tuesday in May at 9:00 in the morning to give the presentation she created on the 
historic nature of the County and its landmarks. Ms. Wanaski mentioned since the County 
Board has new members, it might be a good idea for the Commission to update the 
pamphlet containing the list of County landmarks along with information on what makes a 
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landmark and information on the Scenic Road and Heritage Grove Programs. The 
Commission agreed this would be a great idea.  The pamphlet could also be distributed at 
the April 29th joint council meeting.  
 

New Business 
Application of Bruce Randall 
A motion was made by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to accept Mr. Randall’s 
application for membership to the Historic Preservation Commission and have his 
application forwarded to the County Board for approval. All members present voting aye. 
Motion Carried. 

 
The Commission discussed inviting Tina Hill, the County Board liaison, to a Commission 
meeting. Mr. Chirikos said he would call Ms. Hill to personally invite her.  

 
Mr. Gervais informed the Commission of the passings of Jo Oakley, past president of the 
Historical Society and Betty Freeman who was also involved in preservation. Sympathy 
cards will be sent from our Commission. 
 

Old Business 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien reported that Countryside Flowers did a demonstration two weeks ago on how 
to start seeds for a victory garden.  Their next demonstration is going to be April 18th at 
10:00 a.m.  The Barn Nursery is going to have a victory garden demonstration on May 2nd.  
They are growing the garden on the premises and will be donating the all of the food to 
local food pantries.  Ms. Selpien contacted the Farm Bureau of Woman. They have had a 
victory garden for a number of years and all of the food they grow goes to food pantries. 
Mr. Chirikos will post the information on victory gardens on the website.  
 
After discussion it was decided to change the title of Old House Support Group on the 
agenda to Old House Resources, and list Old House Support Group and Victory Gardens 
under that as special projects. Endangered sites will be removed from the agenda. 
 
Photo Gallery 
Photos of Chunn’s Burial Ground the Trout Valley Gate are still needed.  
 

Summary of action items 
 Ms. Wanaski will provide 2 heritage grove signs of each size and change the heritage 

grove nomination application for the April 29th Joint Council meeting. 
 A County Board handout will be created that will include landmarks, maps, scenic 

roads and heritage groves for Look at Local History Month for the County Board 
meeting on first Tuesday morning in May. 

 The agenda will be changed replacing Old House Support Group with Old House 
Resources.  Old House Support Group and Victory Gardens will be placed under Old 
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House Resources as special projects. Ms. Selpien’s name will be added under victory 
gardens, and Endangered Sites will be removed. 

 Forward Mr. Randall’s application to the Planning and Development Committee for 
approval and then on to County Board. 

 Order Ms. Selpien’s name tag. 

 
Ms. Mack asked Mr. Chirikos if she could invite Lisa DiChiera and Adam Kingsley of LPCI, 
the speakers at the Joint Council meeting, to dinner.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Brown to buy dinner for the speakers from LPCI, 
not to exceed $50.00. Ms. Wanaski informed the Commission that liquor cannot be 
purchased and the tip cannot exceed fifteen percent.  
 
The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Selpien: aye, Mr. Gervais: aye, Ms. Mack: aye, Ms. 
Brown: aye, Mr. Chirikos: aye.  All ayes. Motion carried. 
 

Adjournment 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion Carried.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MAY 6, 2009 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Chairman Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Gail Brown, David Gervais, 
Bruce Randall and Laurie Selpien 

Commissioners Absent: Denise Collins 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 

Guest: Steven Greeley, Patricia Doornbosch and County Board member and Chairman of the 
Planning and Development Committee, Tina Hill 

Call to Order 
Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at: 7:05 p.m. 

Auuroval ofMinutes 
Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of April 23, 2009. 
All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Ms. Hill introduced herself as a County Board member and the Chairman of the Planning 
and Development Committee. 

Chairperson Report 
Mr. Chirikos announced to the Commission that Bruce Randall's application was accepted 
by the County Board. The Commission will be reviewing additional applications tonight. 
There are four applicants for two available positions. 

Mr. Chirikos asked Commission members to put together a short biography of themselves 
for the website and submit a photo. 

Ms. Collins sent an e-mail to Mr. Chirikos suggesting she take a leave of absence or resign 
from the Commission due to a health issue. Commission members discussed the bylaws. 
There is nothing in the bylaws that addresses a leave of absence. If a Commission member 
informs the Commission they are unable to attend a meeting, it is considered an excused 
absence. Because nothing other than three unexcused are noted in the bylaws, the 
Commission suggested Ms. Collins notify the Commission each month when she will absent 
and return when she is feeling better. 

Standing Committee Reports 
Survey 



Ms. Brown gave maps of Lincoln Road dating back to the 1800s to Ms. Mack to include in 
the Lincoln Road scenic road nomination. 

Ms. Brown stated she received a quote on oak trees for the Lincoln Bicentennial Committee 
tree planting program. The plant ecologist recommended the Lincoln Bicentennial 
Committee use native oaks that actually came from McHenry County as opposed to going 
through an outside supplier. !twas decided to buy a combination of white and burr oaks as 
suggested by Ms. Brown. 

Ms. Brown submitted documentation regarding the demolition of several outbuildings at 
the Glacial Park Lodge Conference Center. The buildings are going to be demolished due to 
maintenance costs. The buildings consist of the caretaker house, the VIP quarters, a shed 
that was converted into a second caretaker quarters and the garage. 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Brown to recommend the McHenry County 
Conservation District approve the demolition of the four structures at the Glacial Park 
Lodge Conference Center. Mr. Chirikos voting nay, all other members voting aye. Motion 
passed with a five to one vote. 

Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack attended the joint Council meeting held on April 29th at the Glacial Park 
Conference Center. It was very well attended with over 40 attendees from various 
organizations. There were two speakers, Lisa DiChiera and Adam Kingsley from Landmarks 
Illinois. Lisa spoke on Landmarks Illinois work in McHenry County and other projects in 
Illinois and Adam spoke on the challenge to the Chicago Historic Preservation Ordinance. 

Ms. Mack has been working with Tina Hill on a presentation regarding the Lincoln Oak 
Planting Program for the june meeting of the McHenry County Council of Mayors. 

Old House Resources 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien reported that several garden centers participated in victory garden activities 
including Countryside, Tom's Greenhouse and Kolze Garden Center. On April 23rd, during 
each segment of the morning news on Star 105.5, Stew Cohen did a piece on victory 
gardens including a sound byte from Ms. Selpien. Tom's Greenhouse and The Garden, 
located on Route 31 in Crystal Lake are planting victory gardens. Ms. Selpien put together 
cards showing the history of victory gardens that will be displayed. All of the food that is 
grown will be going to soup kitchens or food pantries. Mr. Chirikos suggested he work with 
Ms. Selpien to create a website page for victory gardens. Ms. Hill thought it would be a good 
idea if the Commission had its own victory garden. Ms. Hill volunteered to check with the 
Manager Services Chair about this issue. 



Old House Support Group 
Mr. Chirikos distributed an article to the Commission on energy retrofitting of historic 
homes. The Commission has previously dealt with this issue regarding renovating a 
historic home in McHenry County and Mr. Chirikos thought the article was very fitting. 

Communications/Education 
No report. 

Communications 
Mr. Chirikos reported the McHenry County Historic Preservation website is up and 
running. He will continue updating it with Ben Wellington, of Planning and Development. 
Ms. Doornbosch asked who receives thee-mails from the website. She had sent one and it 
was not delivered. Ms. Wanaski said she would research the issue. 

Scenic Streets and Roads 
Ms. Mack stated she is working with two people that live on Lincoln Road and she hopes to 
have more information at the next meeting. 

Report from MCCD 
Previously covered under survey Committee report. 

Report from Staff 
Ms. Wanaski stated that she received a bill from Landmarks Illinois for the speakers at the 
Joint Council meeting. She was unaware, until she received the bill, that there was a 
speaking fee involved. The fee is $100.00. She suggested the Commission pay the bill and 
let the Historical Society pick up any charges that occur in the fall. Ms. Wanaski is going to 
ask the speakers to e-mail her their presentation for the Commission. 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to pay the expenditure invoice submitted by 
the speakers at the Joint Council for $100.00. The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Selpien: 
aye, Mr. Gervais: aye, Ms. Mack: aye, Ms. Brown: aye, Mr. Chirikos: aye. Mr. Randall: aye, 
Motion carried. 

At the last meeting there was a motion to buy dinner for the speakers from LPCI, not to 
exceed $50.00. The bill was $89.35. 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Randall to approve the additional expenditure of 
$39.35 for the dinner. 

Ms. Brown voting nay, all other members voting aye. The motion passed with a five to one 
vote. 
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Ms. Hill asked the Commission about the rural intensive survey. She stated she would like 
to advocate for those funds. Mr. Gervais suggested the Commission create a presentation 
on the intensive survey to explain the importance of the survey and the need for funding. 

New Business 
Nomination for the Barber Burying Ground in Riley Township 
The Commission acknowledged receipt of the application. Ms. Brown stated the application 
for the Barber Burying Ground in Riley Township appears to be complete in its submission 
and the Commission will have a report next month. 

Old Business 
Pending Applications 
The Commission asked Mr. Greely and Ms. Doorn bosch to leave the room while the 
Commission discussed the pending applications for membership to the Commission. 
After discussion, Mr. Greely and Ms. Doornbosch returned and the following motion was 
made: 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to recommend Patricia Doornbosch and 
Steve Greely to the Planning and Development Committee and then to the County Board for 
appointments as Commissioners. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

A letter will be sent to the other applicants thanking them for their interest, and they will 
be made aware there are positions available on the scenic roads subcommittee. 

Old Business 
Cell Tower Applications 
Two cell tower applications were submitted, one on Route 176 by Burtons Bridge and 
other one is Dutch Creek in Johnsburg. The Commission acknowledged receipt of the cell 
towers. 

Photo Gallery 
Tabled. 

Summary of action items 
• Learn where thee-mails are going from the Commissions website 

• Send Ms. Brown's report on the demolition of the buildings at the Glacial Park Lodge 
Conference Center to Nancy Fike at the McHenry County Historical Society. 

• The $100 speaking fee will be paid to Landmarks Illinois. 

• The extra $39.95 will be paid for the dinner before the Joint Council Meeting. 



• The nomination of Ms. Doornbosch and Mr. Greely will be forwarded to the Planning 
and Development Committee. 

• Ms. Wanaski will ask for a copy of the slide presentation from the joint Council 
meeting. 

• A list of the completed townships from the rural intensive survey and a reminder 
about the victory garden will be sent to Ms. Hill. 

• The Heritage Grove applications will be printed. 

Adjournment 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Randall to adjourn. All members present voting 
aye. Motion Carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:55p.m. 



MCHENRY COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

JUNE 3, 2009 

Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Chairman Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Gail Brown, David Gervais, 
Bruce Randall and Laurie Selpien 

Commissioners Absent: Denise Collins 

Staff: Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 

Guest: Steven Greeley, Patricia Doornbosch, pending Commission members 

Call to Order 
Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at: 7:00p.m. 

Approval ofMinutes 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Brown to approve the minutes of May 28, 2009. All 
members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Chairperson Report 
Mr. Chirikos stated the May Commission meeting was attended by Ms. Doornbosch and Mr. 
Greeley who are awaiting County Board approval of their nominations. 

Standing Committee Reports 
Survey 
Ms. Brown reported the Comprehensive Landmark list has been updated to include the 
Trout Valley Stonegate Entrance and Chunn's Burying Ground. 

Ms. Brown submitted documentation regarding the demolition of MCCD structures at two 
sites. She stated her opinion is that these structures should be demolished based on their 
current condition. The first structure is owned by the City of Crystal Lake and is located to 
the east of the intersection of Randall and Ackman Roads. Once the site is cleared the City is 
going to transfer ownership to MCCD. 



The second site is located adjacent to the Alden Sedge Meadow on the north side of Route 
173 between Hebron and Alden. There are five buildings; they are all in disrepair. The 
Commission discussed the possibility of salvaging the building materials. 

Motion by Mr. Chirikos, seconded by Mr. Gervais that the Commission recommend 
investigating the reclamation of building materials of the barn structure prior to burning or 
land filling of the materials. 

After discussion, Mr. Chirikos amended the motion as follows: 

Motion by Mr. Chirikos, seconded by Mr. Gervais to investigate the reclamation of the 
building materials prior to demolition. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

Mr. Brown discussed the nomination ofthe Barber Burying Ground. The nomination 
application was received at the last meeting and Ms. Brown presented her initial report. 
She said the application was very well prepared and all required items were received. 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Brown to move the Barber Burying Ground forward 
to a public hearing. All members present voting aye. Motion Carried. 

The public hearing will be held on july 1, 2009 at 7:00p.m. 

Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack reported she sent thank you notes to Lisa DiChiera and Adam Kingsley of 
Landmarks Illinois for their participation at the last joint Council meeting. The next 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 23 at 7:00p.m. at Memorial Hall in 
Richmond. 

Lincoln Bicentennial Program 
Ms. Mack is continuing to work with Ms. Tina Hill on the Lincoln Oak Program which will be 
presented to the McHenry County Council of Mayors on june 24. 

Ms. Mack said she will be calling a meeting ofthe Scenic Road Sub-Committee. Lynn Gray, a 
recent applicant for the Commission, has expressed interest in serving on the Sub
Committee. 

Ms. Shirley Beene contacted Ms. Mack to inform her she is still working on the Trout Valley 
Pool. 



Old House Resources 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien reported she spoke to Ms. Hill, who said she was going to put together a survey 
for the County employees to see what interest there would be for a victory garden. The 
survey was never sent out. Ms. Hill suggested Ms. Selpien present information to the 
County Board about victory gardens, but Ms. Selpien wanted the survey distributed first. 
She feels there would not be a need to present to the Board if there is no interest from the 
employees. 

Ms. Mack reported her Mission Committee from her church put in a victory garden at the 
site of the Wonder Lake Food Pantry. 

Old House Support Group 
Mr. Chirikos contacted Bob and Randi Rewoldt regarding damage to their home due to 
infestation of insects. He said he will go on site and inspect the house and report back to the 
Commission. 

Mr. Chirikos submitted a copy of an article for the minutes on new rules for lead safe 
remodeling. In April of 2010 a law will go into effect that states contractors who work on 
homes older than 1978, will be required to be licensed by the EPA and certified or they will 
be unable to do the work. See attached. 

Communications/Education 
The website has been updated with color photos of the landmarked sites. Chunn's Burying 
Ground has been added to the landmark list and the e-mail address has also been re-routed 
so that all e-mail from the website will be sent directly to Mr. Chirikos. 

The 10th annual meeting of the McHenry County Historical Barn Preservation Association 
will be held on june 20th at the Peter Tinkler barn on McConnel Road in Woodstock. 

Mr. Chirikos spoke with Shirley Beene, who is active in the Cary Grove Historical Society. 
Ms. Beene told Mr. Chirikos there is going to be a meeting Monday, june 8 at the Eldridge 
Funeral Home in Cary. The Society is out of funds and considering disbanding. 

Mr. Chirikos reminded the Commissioners to provide him with biographies for the website. 
If necessary, pictures of the Commissioners will be taken and posted as well. 

Communications 
Tabled. 



Scenic Streets and Roads 
Previously covered under Municipal Liaison 

Report from MCCD 
Previously covered under Survey Committee report. 

Report (rom Staff 
Ms. Wanaski received ordinances from the Village of Huntley. The Huntley Preservation 
Commission recommended, and the Village Board designated Woodstock Street a historic 
district as well as several individual residences. 

The Heritage Grove application has been updated. Ms. Wanaski distributed copies to the 
Commissioners. Landmarks Illinois is having their annual meeting at Lake Point Tower in 
Chicago. 

New Business 
None. 

Old Business 
Nomination for the Barber Burying Ground in Riley Township 
Previously covered under Survey Committee report. 

Photo Gallery 
Mr. Chirikos will be taking the photos for the gallery. 

Summary of action items 
• Prepare and publish data for the july 1'' public hearing for the landmarking of the 

Barber Burying Ground. 

• Look for Dream weaver software through our IT department 

• Copies of the Huntley ordinances will bee-mailed to Mr. Gervais and Mr. Greeley. 

Adjournment 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Randall to adjourn. All members present voting 
aye. Motion Carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:20p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

JULY 1, 2009 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Present:  Chairman Nick Chirikos, Gloria Mack, Gail Brown, Denise Collins, Steve 

Greeley, Bruce Randall, Trish Doornbosch, Laurie Selpien and Dave Gervais 

 

Commissioners Absent:  none 

 

Staff:  Dennis Sandquist, Maryanne Wanaski and Cindy Sassaman 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7: 20 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Ms. Brown seconded by Mr. Gervais to approve the minutes of June 3, 2009.  All members 

present voting aye. Motion carried.  The minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Chairperson Report 

Chairman Chirikos welcomed the two newest members to the Commission; Steve Greeley and Trish 

Doornbosch.  He stated that the Commission is looking forward to advancing the Barber Burying 

Ground Cemetery as the next landmark. He also mentioned the need for the Commission to apply 

for grant funds for the Intensive Survey and other projects.  He is working with Ms. Mack and has 

begun speaking to state officials.   

 

Standing Committee Reports 

Survey 

Ms. Brown’s items are covered under other agenda items. 

 

Municipal Liaison 

Ms. Mack reported that she met with Ms. Doornbosch to discuss the Scenic Road Program.  Ms. 

Doornbosch agreed to chair this subcommittee.  Members of this subcommittee were contacted to 

schedule a get acquainted meeting.  The meeting will be held on July 8th at 7:00 p.m. at Borders in 

Crystal Lake.   

 

Lincoln Bicentennial Program  

Ms. Mack and Tina Hill, County Board member, attended the McHenry County Council of 

Government’s meeting and gave a brief presentation of the Bicentennial Oak Program.  Brochures 

were passed out and a rock prototype marker was brought to the meeting.  It was suggested there 

be a ceremony for each planting.  Mr. Gervais noted that he liked the involvement from Ms. Hill and 

felt she is really committed to the Commission. 
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Old House Resources 

Old House Support Group 

Mr. Chirikos reported that the Rewoldt home repairs are on hold until funds are available.   

 

Victory Gardens 

Ms. Selpien reported that 300 plants were donated and ready for planting in a victory garden.  She 

said she had requested Ms. Hill to have the tilling work done for liability reasons.  Ms. Hill sent the 

requested to legal and it never returned.  One of the main questions was who is responsible if 

someone gets hurt on County property.  Ms. Selpien asked the Commission where they want to go 

with this.   Mr. Gervais felt it would be next year if an actual garden would be planted.   Ms. Selpien 

also mentioned that the master gardener program would like to help with this project.  Ms. Wanaski 

suggested that the County has a landscaper and it could be requested that they could do the tilling 

for the victory garden.   Chairman Chirikos asked if the Commission could facilitate this project 

without becoming involved in actual planting perhaps by providing the history and background on 

victory gardens, preparing a pamphlet, and including the information on the website.   

 

Ms. Wanaski received a call from Jamie Sutherland, and she said that Ms. Sutherland would like to 

pursue a victory garden not-for-profit agency.  Ms. Wanaski suggested she contact Tom Riley a 

senior grant writer for the Continuum of Care, which is an agency of all the service providers in the 

County.  The main question was if townships could do this and use CDBG funds.  Ms. Sutherland 

could come to the next meeting and will have her business plan completed.   Mr. Gervais suggested 

contacting the master gardeners and inviting them to the next meeting as well.  Ms. Collins said she 

agreed with Chairman Chirikos that the Commission should not be as involved by getting their 

hands dirty.  This item is tabled until the August meeting where the Commission will listen to what 

Ms. Sutherland has to say.  If this was to move forward it might provide public relations 

opportunities for the Commission.  It was suggested to invite Ms. Hill to the next meeting.  (No 

written report.) 

 

Communications/Education 

Oak Program 

The Heritage applications were provided to the Commission.  Ms. Collins mentioned that she knows 

of many oak groves and will fill out applications to submit at the next meeting.  Once submissions 

are made, volunteers will be needed to contact property owners.  She felt this would be a big 

undertaking.     

 

Ms. Brown brought a map that was created by Ben Haberthur of MCCD. The map included layers 

created by the Morton Arboretum.  The map is digitized and has the locations of witness trees from 

the 1837 survey.  The trees are categorized on the map by the type of tree.  The GIS specialist at 

MCCD has a copy of the layer of this map.  She said all that needs to be done is to go to the site and 

see if the tree still exits.  Ed Collins from MCCD needs to be persuaded into printing the rest of the 

map.  Ms. Brown said she did not have the time to investigate all the trees.  Chairman Chirikos 

suggested putting this on the website and could ask the public if any of the trees are on their 

property or if they know of any of the trees.  It could be a contest or a campaign.   
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Gazette 

Ms. Collins will start working on the Gazette.    Mr. Gervais felt it was important to continue with the 

Gazette to reach out to children about the County’s history and heritage.   It was decided that the 

Gazette will remain in a paper form, but also be provided in a digital format. 

 

Scenic Roads  

Ms. Collins mentioned that she, along with Ms. Brown, thought Tryon Grove Road from the 

Richmond High School to Route 47 is something to look at and should be a scenic road.   There are 

horse stables, well renovated and preserved historic house, historic cemetery and the first County 

landmark which is Tryon Grove Farms.   Nominating Tryon Grove Road and Vanderr Karr Road 

would be 2 scenic roads through Richmond and Hebron Townships.   

 

Communications   

Chairman Chirikos reported that nothing further has been added to HPC website.   

 

He contacted Diane McGowan regarding land marking her property known as the Haligus School.  

He will pursue the matter when she returns his phone call.   

 

He received a bill from Traverse Global for the web hosting fee.  There is also a domain name 

renewal.    It is nearly $130.00 per year.  The Commission owns both mcchpc.com and org.   He 

recommends dropping the .com and saving $20 and also renewing on a 5-year basis.    The 

Commission agreed and also would like to bring this to a local company.    It was the consensus to 

go with a local county business.    Mr. Sandquist said that since the Commission is paying for the 

name is there a need for someone to host this or can it go on the County’s website.  Ms. Brown made 

a motion seconded by Ms. Mack that the Commission move the website to a local source and 

research possibilities for next year.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

Motion by Ms. Brown, seconded by Ms. Mack to contact mc.net to relocate the web hosting service 

and domain renewal mchhp.org and drop the other domain name.com provided that the total cost 

is not to exceed the amount of the present bill of $127.35 seconded by Ms. Brown.  Roll call vote:  

Mack: yes; Brown: yes, Collins: yes; Greeley: yes; Randall: yes; Doornbosch: yes; Selpien: yes; 

Gervais: yes; Chirikos: yes.    Motion carried.   

 

Ms. Wanaski noted the designation for the Barber Cemetery will go to the Planning and 

Development Committee on July 16th   or August 6th and proceed to the County Board on August 18th 

for approval.   

 

Ms. Doornbosch attended that Peoples Economic Development Corporation meeting.  She 

mentioned that they covered a program sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce 

Opportunity & Tourism which promotes economic development through historic preservation.   

They can help with grants at the federal and local levels.  They are a consultant that makes money 

on the fees.  
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New Business 

A  brochure on the 11th Conference on Illinois History was provided.  A copy will be provided in the 

minutes.  This item will be brought up at the next meeting.   

 

Ms. Collins requested business cards for the Commission.  She also spoke about Dead Fred, a 

website where pictures of unknown people are posted and you can figure out who people are.   

 

Mr. Greely mentioned that he is working on the Hannah case which deals with a Chicago 

Preservation Ordinance.  There will be research on this and amendments will be made.   

 

It was questioned if the Allendale Bridge will have a new home.  The Commission requested a 

purple banner be placed across its picture as a lost landmark.   

 

Summary of action items 

 Order stones for Chunns Burying Ground and Barber Burying Grounds 

 Contact  MCDOT regarding Allendale Bridge 

 IT- website 

 Heritage Grove Brochures to be placed in the front brochure holder  

Ms. Collins mentioned that she has 2 historic cemetery signs to donate if any of Township Highway 

Road Commissioners would like them.   

 

Adjournment 

Motion by Mr. Gervais to continue the meeting at Borders in Crystal Lake on July 8th at 7:00 p.m. 

seconded by Ms. Mack.  All members present voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 

The meeting ended at 8:55 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

AUGUST 5, 2009 

 

 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Present:  Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, Trisha Doornbosch, Laurie Selpien, 
Steve Greeley, David Gervais, Bruce Randall and Chairman Nick Chirikos 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Gail Brown 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Paul Ostrander, Huntley Park District Grounds Director and Jerry Nepermann, Huntley 
Park District Commissioner. 
 
Call to Order 

Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to amend the agenda to consider the pending 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the Stowell-Deicke Farmstead. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Huntley Park District Certificate of Appropriateness 

The certificate of appropriateness is for an exterior alteration to the Sun Valley Farm Barn 
(Stowell-Deicke Farmstead) which is a local landmark. The advertisement for bids, which 
explains the project, is attached to these minutes. The Park District was going to do the 
project last year, but it was not started and that is why they are resubmitting the 
specifications regarding the project. Mr. Ostrander brought pictures for the Commission to 
review. He said they were originally going to use wood shake shingles but the cost was too 
high.  
 
After discussion, Mr. Chirikos asked the Commission how they feel about the 
appropriateness of the modifications per the proposed work. Ms. Collins stated she is not 
enthusiastic about the asphalt shingles but understands the work needs to be completed. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Chirikos to approve the Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the Huntley Park District for the reroofing of the Sun Valley Farm Barn 
(Stowell-Deicke Farmstead) as presented.  
 
The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. Collins: yes, Mr. Randall: yes, Ms. Mack: yes, Ms. 
Doornbosch:  yes, Mr. Greeley: yes, Mr. Gervais: no, Ms. Selpien: yes, Mr. Chirikos: yes. The 
motion passed by a vote of eight to one.  
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Approval of Minutes 
It was noted the tree survey that Ms. Brown submitted looks to be incomplete. Ms. Martin 
will contact Ms. Brown for the complete survey. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Collins to approve the minutes of July 1, 2009 as 
amended.  All members present voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Chairperson Report 

Mr. Chirikos submitted his report in writing and it is attached. He commented on the public 
hearing that was held at the last meeting on the nomination of the Barber Burying Ground 
located in Riley Township. The nomination was approved. Ms. Wanaski said the 
nomination will go to the Planning and Development Committee tomorrow (August 6, 
2009) and be placed on the County Board agenda. (August 18th.)    
 
Standing Committee Reports 

Survey 
No report. 
 

Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached. She informed the Commission 
the next Joint Council meeting will be held on September 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at Memorial Hall 
on Route 12 in Richmond. The historic groups will present reports on their activities. Ms. 
Mack reported because of the long presentations from Landmark Illinois at the last 
meeting, some of the members were upset that they did not have enough time to present 
their reports. Ms. Mack said she is going to suggest the meeting dates be changed from 
March to April.  She pointed out the weather is better in April and that would make it easier 
for guest speakers who have to travel from far distances.  
 
Ms. Mack asked if the Commission has received a response from the Village of Cary 
regarding the landmark application. Ms. Wanaski answered nothing has been received.  
 

Old House Resources 
Old House Support Group 
Mr. Chirikos visited Ms. Diane McGowan at her residence, formally the Haligus School in 
Lakemoor on Haligus Road. Ms. McGowan wants to do some renovation on the building. It 
is not currently plaqued or recognized. She wants to bring the building back to a more 
original look from when it was a school. They discussed taking down the second floor and 
opening it up to make it one large room, keeping it habitable as a residence.  Ms. McGowan 
would also like to change the entrance from the side of the house to the front where it was 
originally. She is considering applying for landmark status in the future. Mr. Chirikos 
passed around pictures of the property to the Commission. 
 

Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien visited Tom’s Greenhouse on Algonquin Road in Huntley. Tom has put in a 
victory garden. Ms. Selpien passed around pictures to the Commission of the garden.  She 
also went to the Barn Nursery. Their victory garden is not doing as well as Tom’s.  Ms. 
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Selpien mentioned setting up victory gardens in poor areas next year. Ms. Collins suggested 
having a category at the McHenry County Fair under victory gardens. 
 

Education 
Ms. Collins spoke to her husband, Ed Collins from MCCD, regarding getting a map of witness 
trees. He said there is so much information that the Commission should consider 
narrowing their focus.   
 
Gazette 
Ms. Collins stated she has an outline for a Lincoln Logs article. 
 
Communications   

Mr. Chirikos stated the Commission’s domain name is expired, so he sent in $15 to Traverse 
Global and it is now active for another year. Mr. Chirikos let the .com expire instead of 
keeping both .com and .org.  The web site is now a .org.  Mr. Chirikos contacted MC.net to 
inquire about webhosting and e-mail. He received a quote for $165 for the web hosting plus 
an additional $55 for the e-mail. Traverse Global, who the Commission has been using, 
quoted $107 for the web hosting plus the $15 that was paid. Mr. Chirikos recommends 
staying with Travers Global.  
 
Motion by Mr. Greeley, seconded by Mr. Gervais to budget and appropriate the amount 
needed to pay Traverse Global for the web hosting and e-mail service not to exceed the 
amount from the last billing statement being $127.35.  The roll call vote was as follows: Ms. 
Collins: yes, Mr. Randall: yes, Ms. Mack: yes, Ms. Doornbosch:  yes, Mr. Greeley: yes, Mr. 
Gervais: yes, Ms. Selpien: yes, Mr. Chirikos: yes. Motion passed. 
 

Scenic Roads  
Ms. Doornbosch submitted written comments and they are attached. She reported the 
Scenic Roads Committee met at Borders in Crystal Lake on July 8th. Present were Gloria 
Mack, Trisha Doornbosch, Lynn Gray and Sarah Edwards. Ms. Doornbosch reviewed her 
comments with the Commission. She said she has been looking at the Scenic Road files to 
see if there is anything that may be helpful with future publicity. Ms. Gray will be contacting 
local bicycle clubs to further help with promotion.  
 

Report from MCCD 
None. 
 
Report from Staff 
Ms. Wanaski reported the annual conference this year is going to be held in Quincy Illinois 
on September 11 and 12th. They are offering scholarships. She reminded the Commission 
they will be reimbursed for the cost of the conference if they attend.  
  

New Business 
Ms. Wanaski said that County Board member, Tina Hill, asked that the rural survey be 
submitted as a supplemental budget request for fiscal year 2010.  
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Old Business 
Photo Gallery 
The Commission agreed to wait to place the order for the pictures of the remaining 
landmarks until they get the photo of the Barber Burying Grounds. 
 
Summary of action items 

 Ms. Mack will drop off the Joint Council flyer and send the contract for the use of 
Memorial Hall for the next Joint Council meeting to staff next week. 
 

 Ms. Martin will contact Ms. Brown regarding the witness tree survey. 
 

 Written reports will be submitted at next month’s meeting so the Commission can 
view the Community character presentation and the VCR tape of the architecture 
presentation from the State.  
 

Adjournment 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Randall to adjourn.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 

 

 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Present:  Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, Trisha Doornbosch, Laurie Selpien, 
Steve Greeley, David Gervais, Bruce Randall and Chairman Nick Chirikos 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Gail Brown 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Guests: Doyle and MaryLou Endres, owners of the Old Mill in Alden 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the minutes of the August 5th 
2009 HPC meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Collins to amend the agenda to allow Ms. Collins to 
present three slide shows. She presented Community Character, Remaindering of the 
Nippersink and the Oaks of McHenry County. 
 
Alden Road/Bridge Project 

Mr. & Mrs. Endres submitted a landmark application for the Alden Mill in Alden. Ms. Endres 
explained how the Alden Road and bridge project impacts her property. She said there are 
two projects, the Alden Bridge project, which consists of replacing the bridge and widening 
the road directly north and south of the bridge. MCDOT wants to widen the bridge 8 feet on 
each side and the shoulder along the road. The Mill is in the road right-of-way, and Ms. 
Endres said MCDOT has agreed to take it out of the right-of-way because it runs through 
her house.  
 
The other project is the Alden Road project which encompasses all of Alden Road north and 
south of the bridge beyond the town. MCDOT wants to increase the right-of-way from 35 
feet on each side to 60 feet on each side of the center line of the road. The 60-foot right-of-
way will impact yards, trees and corners of buildings. MCDOT has agreed to meet with the 
residents regarding the 60-foot right-of way.  The road project is in Phase 1 and it is on 
hold until next spring.  
The Endres’ live next to the bridge.  The guard rail would go across their north driveway 
and they would lose access to their well. After Ms. Endres raised objection to that, MCDOT 
agreed to remove the guard rail once every ten years if they need access to their well.  
Their property goes to the middle of the road, and they own the property under the bridge. 
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Ms. Endres said MCDOT is taking an easement because a variance would not be valid. 
Where the right-of-way runs through her living room, MCDOT is going to do a jog around 
the building. 
 

Ms. Wanaski stated the right-of way issue needs to be resolved before the Commission can 
proceed with the application because the HPC does not have landmarking privileges in the 
right-of-way. Once a new plat of survey has been filed, the Commission can then go 
forward. The Commission will keep the nomination application on file. 
 
Chairperson Report 
Chairman Chirikos submitted his report in writing and it is attached. He stated the Barber 
Burying Ground was recommended for landmark status and the County Board will vote on 
the nomination at the September 15th meeting. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 

Survey 
No report. 
 

Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached. The next meeting of the Joint 
Council will be held at the Riley Methodist Church. Directions will be posted on the 
Planning and Development web site.  
 
The Barber Burying Ground landmark ceremony is being put on hold until next spring so 
that members of the Barber family can attend. The nominators are hoping to find a suitable 
rock for the plaque along the fence line.   
 

Old House Resources 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien reported Tina Hill, County Board member, contacted her and told her the 
County has land available for a victory garden next year. There is access to water and the 
County has agreed to till it. At this time, Ms. Selpien does not know the exact location. 
Tom’s Victory Garden had their first load of vegetables ready for the Algonquin food 
pantry. 
 
Old House Support Group 
Chairman Chirikos submitted his report in writing and it is attached. He distributed a copy 
of an article titled “New Principles for Old Buildings”. The author advocates review for 
change or overhaul of the “Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties” by 
the Secretary of the Interior.  
 
He also distributed copies of a flyer announcing the 6th Annual McHenry County Barn Tour 
which is going to be held on Saturday, October 10, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
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Communications   
Chairman Chirikos reported he has attempted to make changes to the website but has been 
unsuccessful.  He asked the Commission for ideas for the website and he will forward those 
to Ben Wellington of Planning and Development. 
 
Education 
Gazette 
Ms. Collins reported the back to school issue of the Gazette is almost done and if the 
Commission has anything for the issue, they should send it her.   
 

Scenic Roads Subcommittee  
Ms. Doornbosch reported she has been e-mailing with the other members of the Scenic 
Roads Committee to get a procedure in place. She suggested trying to acquire new 
members at the next Joint Council meeting.  
 
Ms. Mack reported she has had a difficult time getting the scenic road nomination 
application for Lincoln Road. She tried to get the Social Studies class at Montini School to 
apply. She is going to try the McHenry Landmark Commission next. 
 

Report from MCCD 
No Report 
 

Report from Staff 
Ms. Wanaski reported the Allendale Bridge was removed on August 6th. Mr. Gervais 
suggested a formal removal by motion as an agenda item under new business at the next 
meeting. 
 

New Business 
Mr. Gervais stated he has a potential conflict with the Alden Bridge project. He informed the 
Commission if there is any discussion on the Alden Bridge project, he will have to excuse 
himself from the conversation and leave the room.  
 
Old Business 
Ms. Wanaski stated she received a call from Mr. Ostrander of the Huntley Park District. He 
said the Park District has received Board approval proceed with the new roof that was 
discussed at last month’s HPC meeting.  
 
Photo Gallery 
It was stated the Commission will wait to place the order for the pictures of the remaining 
landmarks until they get the photo of the Barber Burying Grounds. 
  

Chairman Chirikos stated he was at an event where there were historical displays. The 
Dekalb County Historical Society has published a book called the “Dekalb County Historical 
Resources Guide”. The guide lists all of the museums, the historical societies and historical 
resources in Dekalb County.  Chairman Chirikos thought the Commission should create an 
historical guide for McHenry County.  
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Mr. Greeley volunteered to work on the grant application for this project. The grant 
application is required to be postmarked by November 30th.    
 
After discussion the Commission decided to hold a special meeting in order to vote on the 
grant application.  
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to schedule a special meeting at the Riley 

Methodist Church at 6:30 p.m. on September 23rd to discuss and vote on applying for a 

grant and preparing an historical resource publication for McHenry County.  

Summary of action items 

 The directions to the Joint Council meeting will be posted on the County’s web site.  
 

Adjournment 

The Commission agreed by consensus to continue the meeting at the Riley Methodist 
Church on September 23, 2009 at 6:45 p.m. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:20 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 7, 2009 

 

 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Present: Gloria Mack, Trisha Doornbosch, Laurie Selpien, Steve Greeley, 
David Gervais, Bruce Randall and Chairman Nick Chirikos 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Gail Brown and Denise Collins 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Call to Order 

Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Ms. Selpien to approve the minutes of the September 2, 
2009 HPC meeting.  All members present voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Chairperson Report 

Mr. Chirikos reported the September meeting was continued at the Riley Methodist Church. 
The Commission addressed the grant application for funding the resource booklet which 
passed by a unanimous vote. Ms. Collins has received bids for the publication and it 
appears the money it may cost will be more than the Commission anticipated.  The 
Commission may need to consider options to reduce the cost of publication. It may cost 
$5,000 to print and the grant is $2500 maximum. The grant application is due November 
30th.  
 
The Barn Association is having their barn tour on November 10th.  It will focus in Dorr and 
Grafton townships. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 

Survey 
No report. Mr. Chirikos informed the Commission that due to personal issues, Ms. Brown 
will no longer be able to continue as the chair of the rural intensive survey project. He 
asked Mr. Randall if he would consider taking over as the chair of the committee. 
  

Mr. Gervais suggested adding an agenda item under new business for next month to 
address the creation of a task force for the rural intensive survey.  
 
Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these minutes.  The Joint 
Council meeting met on September 23rd. There were 19 representatives of historic groups 
present. The March 24th meeting will be held at the Dole Mansion in Crystal Lake. 
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The Barber family requested that the Barber Cemetery landmarking ceremony be held on 
April 17, 2010. Ms. Mack will be planning the ceremony with the nominators and family 
members. 
 
The Lincoln Oaks Program continues to do well. Ms. Mack continues to deliver trees and 
markers. There are still some outstanding orders for both trees and markers. 
 
Ms. Mack asked the Commission for help on the Cary Cemetery. The Commission has an 
intergovernmental agreement with the Village of Cary and has received a landmark 
application for the cemetery. There has been a transition in Cary and this has not moved 
forward. Mr. Gervais said he would speak to someone at the Village to try and get this 
resolved. 
 
Old House Resources 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these minutes. The County 
Board has approved a resolution for a victory garden in 2010. The location for the garden is 
behind the Administration Building.  
 
Tom’s victory garden produced over 100 lbs of food which was delivered to the 
Algonquin/Lake in the Hills Food Pantry. They agreed to do it again next year with Tom’s 
approval.  Ms. Selpien asked about requesting donations from sponsors. Mr. Gervais 
suggested speaking with the State’s Attorney’s office to see what would be appropriate.  
Community service volunteers could also be used. Ms. Wanaski will also check the 
jurisdiction of the property.  
 
Ms. Selpien would like a letter sent to Tom from the Commission thanking him for his 
participation in growing the victory garden.  
 
Old House Support Group 
Mr. Chirikos updated the Commission on the demolition of Grace Hall in the City of 
Woodstock. He stated there cannot be a permit issued for demolition without the 
organization that owns the property presenting building plans to the City of Woodstock. 
This has not been done, but there is little chance the building can be saved. 
 
Communications   
Mr. Chirikos stated the website needs updating. Ms. Doornbosch said she would like to get 
the scenic roads posted to the website.  

 
Education 
Gazette 
No Report. 
 

Scenic Roads Subcommittee  
Ms. Doornbosch stated the subcommittee has created a scenic road application which is 
attached to these minutes. In her research, she discovered a website called 
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scenicillinois.org which is based out of Des Plaines.  This could be a good source of 
information for the Commission. 
 
 
Report from MCCD 
No Report 
 
Report from Staff 
No Report 
 

New Business 
Community Guide Grant 
This was discussed previously under the Chairperson’s Report. 
 
2010 Meeting Dates 
After discussion a motion was made by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Mr. Randall to meet on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  All members present voting aye. Motion 
carried.   
 

Old Business 
Photo Gallery 
Tabled.  
 
The Commission discussed Alden Road. Mr. Gervais excused himself during this discussion. 
Mr. Chirikos asked the Commission for their thoughts on stating their objection to MCDOT. 
Ms. Wanaski suggested having a transportation planner come and talk to the Commission 
about the plans for Alden Road. 
 
Summary of action items 

 An agenda item under new business will be added to address creating a task force for 
the Rural Intensive Survey. 
 

 Ms. Wanaski will contact the State’s Attorney’s office in regards to the Commission 
asking for donations from sponsors for the County’s victory garden. 
 

 Ms. Wanaski will call MCDOT to see if she can arrange for a transportation planner to 
attend the November meeting to discuss the Alden Road Project with the Commission.  
 

Adjournment 

Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 4, 2009 

 

 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Present:  Denise Collins, Gloria Mack, Trisha Doornbosch, Laurie Selpien, 
Steve Greeley, Bruce Randall and Chairman Nick Chirikos 
 
Commissioners Absent:  David Gervais 
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski and Audrey Martin 
 
Call to Order 

Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:09. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Greely, seconded by Ms. Mack to approve the minutes of the September 2, 
2009 HPC meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Chairperson Report 

Mr. Chirikos stated he does not have a written report tonight, but said he would forward it 
later in the week. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
Survey 
Mr. Chirikos asked Mr. Randall if he had anything to report. Mr. Randall stated he has tried 

to contact Ms. Brown to discuss what is involved with continuing the work of the intensive 

rural survey since she will be stepping down; however it was noted he was using an 

incorrect contact number. There was a brief discussion on the difference between acting as 

the chair of the Survey Committee versus the rural intensive survey. Ms. Brown explained 

the Survey Committee is defined by the Ordinance and there are rules and procedures. The 

Survey Committee goes on site and looks at property for landmark nominations. They also 

respond to cell phone tower requests and research certificates of appropriateness.  The 

rural intensive survey is a subcommittee of the Survey Committee. Mr. Chirikos stated the 

Commission would like to move the rural intensive survey forward. Ms. Brown and Mr. 

Randall will get together in order that she can guide Mr. Randall on the duties of the 

chairperson. Mr. Chirikos then confirmed Mr. Randall as the Chairman of the Survey and 

Landmark Committee.  

Ms. Brown said there is a property owned by MCCD that is going to be demolished. She 

passed around pictures to the Commission. There is an Italianate bay window on the house. 

She stated it was suggested that the Historical Society acquire the bay window for the 

museum. Ms. Brown remarked as long as the architectural elements are removed and used 



Historic Preservation Commission 
November 4, 2009 

Page 2 

 

by the historical society or used in other old houses, she agrees with the decision to 

demolish the house. The house is not planned for demolition until the spring.    

 
Municipal Liaison 
Ms. Mack submitted her report in writing and it is attached.  The main topic was the Lincoln 
Oaks Project.  The project has been going very well.  
 

Old House Resources 
Victory Gardens 
Ms. Selpien reported she received an e-mail from Ms. Tina Hill that the property slated for 
the County victory garden has been tilled. 
 
Old House Support Group 
No report. 
 
Communications   
Ms. Collins submitted her report in writing and it is attached to these minutes. She reported 

she received seven replies to her e-mails requesting information for the historical resource 

publication. She said there are six people interested that have not sent information. She is 

planning on sending an additional e-mail to those who have responded asking for a short 

paragraph containing their address and contact information. 

Ms. Collins informed the Commission she is working on a PowerPoint presentation for the 

Heritage Grove Program and hopes to have it completed for the January meeting.  

Mr. Chirikos showed the Commission the updated HPC website. He demonstrated the new 

features such as links to maps locating the scenic roads and landmarked properties. Ms. 

Collins suggested posting Community Character presentation on the site.  

Education 
No report. 
 

Scenic Roads Subcommittee  
 Ms. Doornbosch did not have a report, but suggested advertising openings for members on 

the Scenic Road Subcommittee on the website.  

 
Report from MCCD 
Mr. Brown reported there were over 200 people at the Powers Walkers House Harvest 
Gathering of 1858 on Sunday. 
 

Report from Staff 
Ms.  Wanaski stated she received an e-mail from MaryLou Endres owner of the Alden Mill. 
Ms. Endres has received a plat of vacation from the Department of Transportation and 
would like to go forward with the landmark application for the Alden Mill. 
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New Business 
Application for the landmark designation of Alden Mill 

This was discussed under Report from Staff. 
 
Old Business 
The Commission decided to meet at Georgio’s Restaurant in Crystal Lake for the next 
meeting. 
 
Summary of action items 

 Mr. Randall and Ms. Brown will meet to discuss the Survey Committee. 
 

 Ms. Collins will send an additional e-mail for more information on the  
 

 Mr. Chirikos will check into posting the Community Character presentation on the 
website.   
 

Adjournment 

Motion by Ms. Doornbosch, seconded by Ms . Collins to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 
8:20 p.m. 
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MCHENRY COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 2, 2009 

 

 

Roll Call 

Commissioners Present: Gloria Mack, Trisha Doornbosch, Laurie Selpien, Steve Greeley, 
Bruce Randall, David Gervais and Chairman Nick Chirikos 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Denise Collins  
 
Staff:  Maryanne Wanaski, Dennis Sandquist and Audrey Martin 
 
Call to Order 

Chairman Chirikos called the meeting to order at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Motion by Mr. Gervais, seconded by Ms. Mack to continue all HPC business to the January 
6th meeting. All members present voting aye. Motion carried.   
 
Adjournment 

Motion by Ms. Mack, seconded by Mr. Gervais to adjourn. All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
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