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FY 95-96 ANNUAL REPORT 

I. Cases Reviewed 

In fiscal year 1995-96 the Commission reviewed no Certificates of Appropriateness 
and no Certificates of Economic Hardship. 

II. Designations (See Appendix A.) 

In fiscal year 1995-96 the Commission held no public hearings for local landmark 
designations. However, the Commission conducted two plaqueing ceremonies. 

The events of the ceremonies are summarized below: 

• #HP 95-03 The John James House, a single-family residence completed in 
1850, was formally recognized as a local McHenry County landmark on May 
19th during the County's Historic Preservation Week Awards Celebration. At 
the plaqueing ceremony, Ms. Gloria Urch, a local historian, spoke about the 
underground railroad and why she believed this newly land marked structure 
harbored "fugitive" slaves. According to Ms. Urch, the kitchen floor showed 
evidence of a trap door, and openings in the field stone foundation lead into the 
basement where a short five-step staircase remained under that trap door. It is 
believed that this part of the house was probably a root cellar that provided a 
"safe station" for southern slaves seeking freedom. The John James House is 
located at 2719 Greenwood Rd. Woodstock, Illinois. 

• #HP 95-02 Plaqueing of the Frank & Louisa Newman House was 
celebrated on Memorial Day, May 27th with a collective program organized by 
the Commission. Local Boy and Girl Scout troops joined the Harvard American 
Legion along with a noted Abraham Lincoln impersonator and Civil War 
reenactors to provide a salute the County's veterans and to recognize the 
historical importance of this new landmark. (The original structure was built in 
1873. ltalianate in architectural style. A partial basement is thought to have 
originally been a root cellar, which like the John James House, might have been 
connected to the underground railroad too.) The structure is located at 20605 
East Brink Street, immediately east of the Harvard city limits. 
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During this fiscal year there was one property, Camp Algonquin, that was 
considered for local landmark status and then the application was withdrawn by the 
property owners. (Refer to minutes from 3/12/96.) 

At the present time there is one pending designation, the 7 Gables House, located 
at 10308 Route 14 in Harvard, Illinois. Commission members were .given the 
preliminary report (refer to minutes 11/20/96), for review and discussion at the 
December meeting. At the time of this writing, the Commission scheduled a public 
hearing on January 15, 1997. 

Ill. Survey 

The Survey Committee is comprised of Chairperson Nancy Welsh Jim Keefe, Tony 
Howard, and the late Frank Scherschel. Commissioner Scherschel, an architect 
from Cary, died suddenly while vacationing with his family in Cape Cod. The 
Survey Committee will greatly miss his knowledge and guidance. The Commission 
is actively seeking a local architect to fill this vacancy. 

In February members of the Committee visited Camp Algonquin to gathered site 
specific information and to survey the property. Unfortunately, Camp Algonquin 
personnel turned the press away, and the Commission was accused of violating the 
Open Meetings Act (refer to minutes 3/12/96). 

The Survey Committee also researched two additional properties (the 
unincorporated area of Trout Valley and a barn on the Camp Algonquin property) 
which were found not to be worthy of additional consideration. 

Survey Committee Chairman, Nancy Welch represented the Commission as part of 
the 1997 "Bam Again" Bus Tour Committee (refer to 3/96 minutes). 

The early incident at Camp Algonquin and the loss of Frank Scherschel later in the 
year has dampened the enthusiasm of Committee members. Much more focus 
went to helping municipalities adopt ordinances and/or work out intergovernmental 
agreements. 

IV. National Register 

In fiscal year 1995-96 no National Register nominations were considered by the 
Commission. No National Register nominations are pending with the Commission. 
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V. Monitoring 

The Commission did not review nor identify any cases of alteration/demolition's to 
National Register or Illinois Register properties in McHenry County. 

VI. Activities 

As stated above, one of the most significant activities of the Commission were the 
many hours dedicated to the municipalities of Crystal Lake and Cary in particular 
helping to establish a preservation commission and a workable intergovernmental 
agreement, respectively. 

Commission members also submitted articles for the Summer issue of The 
Commissioner (see Appendix D). 

The accomplishments of each Sub-committee are briefly listed as follows: 

a) Survey Committee- (See Section Ill above.) 

b) Municipal Liaison- The Municipal Liaison Committee, responsible for providing 
information to the various municipalities in the County regarding Historic 
Preservation, also began working on a County-wide preservation effort through 
a joint meeting/program scheduled to begin January of 1997. See the attached 
report from Commissioner Gloria Mack. 

c) The Old House Support Group- The Old House Support Group is an offshoot of 
the County Preservation Commission. The Support Group is an association of 
"Old House" owners throughout the County who are pursuing the objective of 
restoring their homes. A newsletter is published and sent to members. See the 
attached report from Commissioner Gail Drabant. 

Representative copies of the newsletter are attached as Appendix B of this 
report. 

d) Vistas- This one-year old sub-Committee has been very busy exploring the 
scenic beauty of the County, contacting local historians, and researching old 
records. See Attached report from Carol Lockwood on the vista's sub
Committee. 
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e) Commission Scrapbook- The Commission decided to change this category to 
an on-going project. Commission Jennifer Ittner maintains the scrapbook of 
newspaper articles which relate to the Commission and preservation efforts in 
the County in general and makes reports to the Commission as needed. 

f) Awards and Recognition- This sub-Committee is in charge of the Preservation 
Awards along with program events scheduled during Preservation Week. See 
reports from Commissioners Gail Drabant and Gloria Mack, and Appendix B for 
more details. 

g) Grants- This sub-Committee was newly created because the Commission 
decided to take a more active approach to their preservation efforts. The 1996-
1997 Work Program has slated time for hopefully two special educational 
projects if finances permit. 

The first project, historical maps of the County showing the area pre-1830 and 
another illustration describing events after the railroad came to the County. This 
project will be financed through private donations. Reduced versions of these 
maps will also be included in the Commission's other planned project. 

For the second project, a guide to the historic rural and village architecture of 
McHenry County, the Commission applied for moneys from the Grant-in Aid 
program sponsored by IHPA. This more expansive proposal can only come to 
fruition, at this time, if grant money is available. See Commission Tony 
Howard's report for further details. 

h) Calendar of Events and Work Program- The Calendar of Events and the 
Commission's Work Program for FY 96-97 is attached to this document outlining 
the schedule of activities for the next fiscal year. See Appendix D. 
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Notes from the Commission Chairman - Jim Keefe 

It seems that every year there is a turnover of commission members. This year 
was no exception other than we lost a greater number with the death of Frank 
Scherschel. As an architect, he was a valuable member of our Survey Committee. 
Our commission lost other members but they have been replaced by Tony Howard 
from Crystal Lake; Jennifer lftner, from Harvard; and David Gervais from Cary. One 
more member is still needed to fill out our group for 1997. 

The Survey Committee had two locations honored this year and Gloria Mack, our 
Public Relation's chairman, put together great programs. The dedication of the 
John James Home, in Greenwood Township, had Ms. Gloria Urch narrating ac
counts about the underground railroad and how it related to this house and the 
history of McHenry County. The Newman House had an Abraham Lincoln imper
sonator who recited stories from the Civil War as well a tying in tales from the un
derground railroad. The events were well attended and covered by the local pa
pers. Along with the plaqueing of the John James Home, an awards meeting was 
held at the Greenwood Township Hall to acknowledge County-wide property own
ers with certificates for their preservation efforts. (See Appendix B.) 

The Survey Committee also made the newspapers by having what the press called 
a "violation" of the Open Meetings Act. The Committee found out that just before 
they were to examine a particular property, the owners had turned away the press. 
It was not the Committee's intention to keep the press uninformed, and learned that 
even though the Committee is a sub-committee, it is still represents the Commis
sion and that if a majority of the Commission membership is present, all rules of the 
Open Meetings Act apply. The McHenry County State Attorney's Office informed 
the Commission of the regulations that must be met. All Commission members re
ceived this report. 

Tony Howard, one of our members attended an educational program sponsored by 
the State Historical Commission and fulfilled the requirement of Section 1 O.b. 7 for 
Local Government (CLG) Certification. 

The Commission started working with the Village of Cary because their Council 
membership felt that the size of the municipality would not warrant nor justify the 
passing of an historical preservation ordinance and the appointing of a commission. 
Instead, Cary has asked that the McHenry County Preservation Commission take 
over those duties and utilize the County's ordinance. This is a new philosophy here 



in the County, one that may be applicable for other communities, and one that will 
definitely benefit landmark-quality properties throughout McHenry County. 

The Commission is trying to put together an historical map(s). We have applied for 
a grant from the State Historical Society for the purpose of a book (Special Project 
for next year) that will be prepared by the same person who would draw these 
maps. He (the cartographer) has already produced a three-dimensional map of the 
City of Woodstock that has been well received. The Commission is presently look
ing for sponsors to help pay for the cost of two maps. We would like to do some
thing similar showing the County pre-1830, and on a second map circa 1855 (after 
the railroad came to McHenry County). 

Lastly, the Commission welcomed Maryanne Wanaski, our new staff liaison, who 
has been a great help to all of us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Keefe, Chairman 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
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Municipal Liaison Committee Chairman - Gloria Mack 

1996 began with continued efforts to preserve the Mass Barn in McHenry. Infor
mation has been requested and provided by the Commission, to the City of 
McHenry, throughout the year regarding experts in areas such as slate shingles 
and architects with experience in the historic preservation of barns. This past fall, 
the City of McHenry received a $5000,000 grant for restoration of the Barn. the 
stipulation, however, is that the money be spent within one (1) year. Preservation 
of the Barn seems possible now. 

The Crystal Lake Historic Preservation Ordinance was approved by their City 
Council on April16, 1996. Crystal Lake is the second municipality in the County to 
adopt a preservation ordinance. The ordinance passed by a three to two (3/2) vote, 
the slimmest of margins. 

In August, Nancy Welch, Landmark Committee chairman, and I addressed the Vil
lage of Cary Zoning Commission. They were very receptive to the concept of a 
preservation ordinance. In our discussion, it was determined that they would prefer 
to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the County rather than establish
ing their own commission. To date, deliberations are underway with Mr. Larry 
Asaro, Village of Cary Administrator, to establish the terms of the pact. 

In September, Nancy Welch and I met again to discuss preliminary plans for a 
County-wide meeting of all preservation groups. We have meet several times since 
then and have scheduled January 15, 1997 for the first forum. Amy Slocum of the 
State of Illinois Historic Preservation Office, will be our featured speaker. 

As this year came to an end, we had one more challenge before the Commission. 
McHenry County Conservation District (MCCD) was in the process of evaluating a 
site (an historic farm.stead) for a possible viewing station for the newly restored Lost 
Valley. This would involve demolition of a Greek Revival house on the site. Our 
Commission member, Gail Drabant, researched the house (see Appendix C) and 
we provided that report to MCCD's acting Director, Chairman of the Board of Trus
tees and several other trustees. Gail and I attended a MCCD meeting in late De
cember and the Conservation District decided to reevaluate the site. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gloria Mack, Chairman 
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Communications/Public Relations Committee Chairman - Gloria Mack 

In observance of Preservation Week, the Commission scheduled the Plaqueing 
Ceremony for the John James House in Greenwood, and also the Commission 
Awards Presentation for the same day in the old Greenwood Town Hall. The 
Awards were bestowed on the recipients at 1:30 p.m. and at 3 o'clock we motored 
or walked down to the John James House. Ms. Gloria Urch, a local historian, 
versed in the underground railroad in McHenry County was the speaker. She 
spoke specifically about the John James House and why she believed it was a stop 
in route to freedom for many slaves. 

In a joint effort, initiated by the Commission, the Harvard American Legion, and 
Scott Summer (the current owner of the Newman House), worked with the Com
mission to put together a wonder program to honor Memorial Day and to landmark 
the Newman House, which is located next to the Oakridge Cemetery, in Harvard. 
(Mr. Newman, a Civil War veteran and builder of the newly designated property is 
buried in Oakridge Cemetery.) The usual program for Memorial Day was to be pre
sented including the Boy and Girl Scouts, the Harvard High School Band, along 
with participating veterans. The Commission arranged to supplement the program 
with a noted Abraham Lincoln impersonator and Civil War reenactors who would 
provide a salute to the veterans with an antique canon. Unfortunately, the weather 
did not cooperate so participants and spectators moved to the Harvard High School 
Gymnasium. Playing to a packed house of 300 to 400 people, When Mr. Lincoln 
stood and began to speak, children and adults alike sat with their eyes riveted to 
the stage. President Lincoln spoke of the tragedy of this war and recited the Get
tysburg Address. At the end of his speech, the Civil War reenactors saluted their 
Commander-in-Chief. Everyone then moved on to the Newman House for its des
ignation ceremony. Mr. Lincoln spoke again and Scott Summers, owner of the 
property, did his interpretation of old Mr. Newman. (See Appendix B.) 

I believe that the Newman House designation ceremony qualifies as aneducational 
program presented by the Commission. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gloria Mack, Chairman 
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Vista Committee Chairman - Carol Lockwood 

Slowly, we are coming to terms with the idea of recognizing natural features, land
scapes, and vistas as part of the work of our Commission. During the past year, 
the Committee has explored some possible suggestions for vista/landscape sites 
for plaqueing in Greenwood township. Though attractive, the sites were not judged 
to be historically significant. Still under consideration is a site of pine trees at the 
Shalimar Subdivision in McHenry near the Fox River. 

With regard to the possible project of identifying sites from the 1837 Survey of 
McHenry County, the Committee has contracted the Chief Director at the Illinois 
State Archives for assistance in locating the microfilm copies of the plats and su
veyors' notes for McHenry County. In addition, the Committee has spoken to sev
eral experts in geography and environmental subjects at McHenry County College, 
Northern Illinois University, and the University of Chicago. All of them have been 
encouraging about the value of such a project and suggest that we try to obtain the 
services of a graduate student/summer intern with experience in surveying and 
landscape features. So far, the cost would appear to be prohibitive for a project 
with such an uncertain outcome. 

The Committee has also been compiling a monthly photo series of a restored prai
rie/native wildflower field in rural Coral township. The fields received one of our 
Preservation Week Awards for a natural prairie last May. To date, we have a rec
ord of the changing flowers and grasses from May through November. The months 
of December through April are still to come. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Lockwood, Chairman 
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Grants Committee Chairman - Anthony Howard 

The Grants Committee is a comparatively new committee, having only been formed 
in September, 1996. Our first acts were to explore the possibilities of obtaining 
funding for one or more of our programs. Two sources were considered -the Com
munity Development Block Grant Program, administered by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and the Grants-in-Aid Program, administered by 
the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency for the use of Certified Local Governments. 

Application to the IHPA was prepared and submitted, with the kind assistance of 
Commission-liaison, Maryanne Wanaski, in November of 1996. The grant was re
quested for the purpose of public education in the matter of historic preservation, 
specifically, to aid in, and help defray the costs to cartographer, Tom Wilcockson's 
development of printed materials concerning the early and pre-settlement perspec
tive map(s) and/or an illustrated history book. Mr. Wilcockson is quite accom
plished in his craft and this could prove to be a very exciting project for the Com
mission. Final determination of our grant proposal will be made and communicated 
to us, by the IHPA, early next year. 

As of the writing of this report, a decision concerning the submittal of a CDBG ap
plication had not yet been made. This would no doubt be combined with the 
County's own application. 

In these days of tight moneys, I believe the importance of seeking out and prudently 
using available funding cannot be overstated. Such funds could prove invaluable in 
the cause of public education, and in supporting historic preservation in general. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anthony Howard, Chairman 
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Communications Committee Chairman - Gail Drabant 

Old House Support Group 

The OHSG met monthly January through May, and September through December 
in 1996. (We do not meet during the summer do to conflicts with house projects.) 
The format that we use is to alternate informative programs with open houses (at 
Member's homes). 

Programs presented during 1996 included: 
• Period Interiors- included decorating topics unique to old house spaces. 
• What Style Is My House?- included a slide presentation of each of the basic 

sub-styles of Victorian architecture using McHenry County homes as examples. 
• Restoration Roundtable Discussion -included a demonstration on wood re

pair using epoxy fillers. 
• Basements- included both old solutions and modern materials for new solu

tions to the common water and support problems of basements. 

Open Houses in 1996 included: 
• a rescued Queen Anne that had been restored from top-to-bottom (located in 

Woodstock), 
• a late Victorian transitional to Prairie style including some Mission and Bungalow 

influences (located in Richmond) that is in excellent condition, 
• a brick Tudor Revival that has had countless hours of renovation (located in 

Cary), and 
• an elaborate Queen Anne Victorian from 1894 with all of the typical exquisite 

details of Queen Anne houses. 

The OHSG has had this year, anywhere from 15 to 30 members in attendance at 
each program/open house. Our mailing list reaches approximately 150 addresses 
including old house home-owners, local libraries and historic preservationists. For 
specific details, see Appendix B for the OHSG's newsletters for 1996. 



Awards 

The third annual McHenry County Historic Preservation Awards were pre
sented in May, sponsored by the McHenry County Historic Preservation 
Commission. Eight awards were presented this year in each of eight catego
ries. The recipients were all very deserving of the encouragement of their 
preservation efforts that was provided by the awards presentation. All of 
McHenry County is eligible for these awards regardless if the sites or efforts 
are from within a municipality in unincorporated McHenry County. Therefore, 
this is the only such County-wide historic preservation awards program. We 
will continue this program in 1997. See Appendix 8 for publication from the 
awards presentation for details on the specific categories and awards win
ners. 

Miscellaneous Publications 

Publications produced during 1996 included: 
• County Preservation Awards press releases, Award Certificates, and Awards 

programs and recipient's listing, 
• programs for two landmarking ceremonies, 
• business cards to ease introductions for new members, and 
• updates to the County Landmark list. 

Historical Research 

A document was produced researching the history of a 1850's Greek revival house 
on McHenry County Conservation District (MCCD) property. Included in this docu
ment was a search of early deeds and tax records. This structure was scheduled 
for demolition. It is now being studied as a possible restoration project for interpre
tive history. However, its future status is yet to be determined. (See Appendix C.) 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER- ANNEX BUILDING A 

2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 
11\K)ODSTOCK, IL 60098 

815/334-4560 FAX# 815/337-3720 

January 15, 1997 

Ms. Amy Slocombe 
Local Government Services Manager 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Old State Capitol 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Dear Ms. Slocombe, 

Enclosed please find a copy of McHenry County Historical Preservation Commission's FY 
1995-1996 Annual Report. This documents the activities of the Commission over the last year. 

I believe this satisfies one of the requirements of the agreement between McHenry County and 
the IHPA for Local Government Certification. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at (815) 334-4560. 

Sincerely, 

:)~f.)H-x_/(J~j 
I / 
\ _ _..,/ 

Maryanne Wanaski 
Staff Liaison 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 



~ois Historic 
·---· Preservation Agency 

111111 Old State Capitol Plaza • Springfield, Illinois 62701 

January 29, 1997 

Maryanne Wananski, Planner 
Dept. of Planning & Development 
2200 N. Seminary Ave., Annex Building A 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

Dear Maryanne, 

1507 • (217) 782-4836 • TTY (217) 524 7128 

Thank you for sending the Certified Local Government (CLG) 1996 annual report for McHenry 
County. After reviewing the report, I have determined that McHenry County has met the 
requirements of the CLG program. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 217/785-5730. 

Sincerely, --/ 

~~·7_;;;--

Amy Slocombe 
Local Government Services 
Manager 

file: CLG: annual report 

I 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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MEETING DATES FOR 1996 
 
 

January 9, 1996 
 

February 13, 1996 
 

March 12, 1996 
 

April 9, 1996 
 

May 14, 1996 
 

June 11, 1996 
 

July 9, 1996 
 

August 13, 1996 
 

September 18, 1996 
 

October 16, 1996 
 

November 20, 1996 
 

December 18, 1996 
 
 

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                                   CANCELLED



McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
clo McHeruy County Dept. of Planning & Development 

2200 North Seminary- Woodstock, IL 60098 
815-334- 4560 

~;'!:;'i"~~~=~~-o<Z~~"'.l::r-"2:<.7..U='l$:::!."">,~=--;e=~~7~'£...-r-_.......~~~-= 

1996 PRESERVATION AWARDS: 

The "McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission will present Historic Preservation 
Awards in several categories. Do you know of anyone that has helped to preserve a part of our 
county's history? Now is the time to give that well-deserving individual or organization (or even 
yourself) recognition. The process is simple. Just call Jim Keefe (337-2100) with the property 
address and which category (see below) for which it is being nominated by April 15th. 

CATEGORIES: 
Outstanding Preserved Original Residence- Pre-191 0 
Outstanding Preserved Original Residence- Post-1910 
Outstanding Preserved Original Residence with Adaptive Reuse to Commercial 
Outstanding Preserved Original Structure with Adaptive Reuse to Commercial 
Outstanding Historically Sensitive Addition 
Outstanding Preservation & Restoration of a Natural Vista 
Outstanding Historical Achievement by a Group or Individual 

Sincerely, 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 



.· Mc~enry p~~~~w . 
Historic Praservau~ii· ::.c· :·· <; :··i ··:::::<?. 
~···· 

~·----~ 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
c/o McHenry County Dept. of Planning & Development 

2200 North Seminary- Woodstock, 1L 60098 
815- 334- 4560 

"'~~;~~:~~-=~ll~~.O.Ol!~.:<!o:;:<ilm"'V"" ·• ,,m~·'"?'~Z::i!!iir,:;;'D"..:::J;;F,;;,=~.=mr..::!l)~~ 

1996 PRESERVATION AWARDS: N 0 MIN AT I 0 N A P PLICA T I 0 N 

Date of nomination: ____ _ Nomination#: 

Person submitting the nomination: NAME =-=---------------
ADDRESS: ___________________ _ 

PHONE#: 

Property being nominated: 

PHONE#: 

CATEGORIES: (CHECK ONE) 

OWNER NAME:---------------
ADDRESS:--------------------

Outstanding Preserved Original Residence- Pre-1910 
Outstanding Preserved Original Residence- Post-1910 
Outstanding Preserved Original Residence with Adaptive Reuse to Commercial 
Outstanding Preserved Original Structure with Adaptive Reuse to Commercial 
Outstanding Historically Sensitive Addition 
Outstanding Preservation & Restoration of a Natural Vista 
Outstanding Historical Achievement by a Group or Individual 

Reason why you feel this property is outstanding:------------

Photographs (before & after) available?----------------

=.;rz::-·..>·l:--:=':".&-m:'~~~~ ...... f!!ii!L,....--:"i'i'!!' -"'~...,. ~ t a .. -~..:...'i'.<££'o:~~~..;:i]:;~<;ii!E ::.:!l: 

Survey completed dale ____ _ Recommendation-----------------
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:zyk said he felt media particj, ·members that Mcfie,n.ry, County's 
.on would "distract 11 the comw ffrSt settlers,· the' GHti1aUs:·· farmed 
;ion. memb-ers. on 27 acres of the campgr0unds. · 
Camp Algonquin officials want But even if the commission 
halt any plans for a bypass members agree, they only can ask 
>ugh their property. the county board to prcscn•e lhq 
"II would ruin our program," -land and ensure the public lras 
:zyk said. . aacss toil. ·· 
!Jut.naming a pari of tbe 116· Camp Algonquin is a P!'ivatc:' 
:property a landJ:nark might nolt facility. J:· 
the trump card Camp Algo_n· That aloo.e won't stop· lhl 
n officials oeed put the bddge voters ovctwli'~!mingJ.y, 
kes· on a bypass t Jgh their eudorsed las( year ·to case ·eougcs; 
>n"rounrl. iion on busy Routes 31 and 62. ., 
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3/ll/96 

T··rr. James Keefe 
McFenry Co~~ty Hist~ric Commissi~n 
109 S. Jefferson Rt 
lioo~stoclr,Ill A009G 

Hr. Kee:,:'e: 

BE: rfR-ranp:e> !:is:;Jric :~ch0ol ~lou.so 
1q017 'H;_ver h~ii 

'·'.r.-Jrc·....-.-..... .-.. Tll r:..nlr:2 
l{.•. '-• l;' ./' _.._- • 'v .· 

Tndeed sorry I ce>Lllrt not he presant at the me~t5ng of 
March 12th,96 however, kindly find se>me photo~ tB1~9n 
~r the fr8nt a11~ Ride 0~ th0 school h:J~lse, ~ra1-ri.ngs of 
the a~~ition t~ t}'A t1BHt sirle hein~ l~ft J.Jn~ by l~ft w5~e, 
.• • .~llSC> Anel.'J;~r;:':'"~ ~S 8 nicture sirnilf',r t::J-~\IJ(lS. : tt.:.e l'inist:aJ 

..,....,.., ,..:l -+- ~l' lr1 ~1.~ •-·l~c... (1,_,:::.,~ .; · y,,.!.,....,,...: ' 1 . ·a~-ri .!...* -i<:> .-..r, 
t)_ 'J .. lJC v VJ_L_J.. -~,J,~ J..L~~- 1 '. ,-.. ~::::-p .-.I· ..• _l,_. "C-ne c.O...._, t-lOD ....... , --·· 
")- ·~ ., ) t:.re D~)~!JSlv Sl r0 • 

Please le-7-:. :··1€; \1'::)1-J ~JOn G.CJ r-os~ibl?- if' tl~is C8r~structiJ:-. 

:._::; pc;:-:rtiE1S::-.lb1e 8n'"~ rJ.eet.:::-. v::Lth th-:· c8'71,-::i·tt;-:?ets ·n~c'l't)r~val. 

T::.gr~p-~ vel'/ 

\_ .. -r ~-e..___ 
(~r:f('8 (~ :);: :rrP-l t-.e 

:-'.''_(':1, 

2(~CJS • ~_,,~ ·:::r: ( .:-
~p~~~-s'~0s,~1 ~ol~~ 
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·~·- APPENDIXD 
/J J.?oifflll II 

( p/7!<11) 
C'IJ/Ji.f 

RATING SYSTEM FOR THE EVALUATION.OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES 
". ... .. 

Category 

Rarity: Architectural Type 

Rarity: Structural Type 

Association with an Historical 
Event, Person, or Cultural 
Activity 

Association with an Architect 
or Master Builder 

Established or Famlliar 
Visual Feature 

TIER 1 

Factors 

Extremely rare 
Rare 
Medium rare 
Common 

Extremely rare 
Rare 
Medium rare 
Common 

Natlonal 
County, State, or Local 
None 

National 
County, State, or Local 
Architect or builder identified but 
of no known importance 

Architect or builder unknown 

Symbol of County as a whole 
Symbol of community or local area or a 

consplcuau.s and familiar structure in 
the contexr or the entire County 

A conspicuous and familiar structure in 
the context of the community orlocal 
area 

Not particularly conspicuous or familiar 

Point 

~ Weight Score 

5 __1_ 
@ • 
2 
1 

5 _4_ 
@) • 
2 
1 

5 ..5 
® * 
0 

5 D 
5 * 
1 

0 

5 4 
• 

Q 

3 

0 

Tic'r 1 Score _jJ_ 
(Add Above 5 Lines) 

• The categ.ory with tho highest point value is given a weight of 10. Al! other categories are weighted 1_ 

TIER2 
Point 

Category Factors Value Weioht Score 

Integrity Good 5 /0 
Fair 3 10 

Minor Alterations Q Major Alterations ~ 

Age 1 830 to 1059 5 _8_ 
1060 to 1910----* @ 4 

1911 to 1945 2 
1946 to (Current date- 40 years) 1 

20d 900 3:JN\:i21nSNI col33>1 SI IcLCS Sc:SI i7l-S0-S"''Dt~ I 



.C.atenorv 

~· 

' 
External Context (VIew) 

'-

Context Within Site (Selling) 

Condition 

' 

SOd 900 

Factors 

Original 
Altered 
Major alterations 

Original 
Altered 
Major alterations 

Exceptional 
Good 
Fair 
Det~riorared 

INTERPRETATION OF TOTAL ~CORE 

Total 
Points 

80-94 
55-79 
47-54 
14-46 

3::JN\/21nS~< I cJT'DI 

Rating 

Unique 
Significant 
Important 
Contributing 

Y.l!!.\!Q W!llght ~ 

____8__ 5 
@ 4 
0 

s _Q_ 
2 3 
0 

5 .3 
3 3 
1 
0 

Tier 2 Score d3.;. t.t 
(Add Above 5 Unos and Divide by 5) 

Total Score' ~~) 
(Add Tier 1 and Tier 2 ota!s) 

S!!aLCS Sa:S! ~!-S0-955: 
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19;, COUNTIES 34 \1 5 - 30004 

r~::;u!t of :1 uniqtJe location. appearance, or physical char:tc· 
H"r th;tt create~ an estJlbli~;hed or f:l.milia.r vista Or' visual 
!~:.~.tun:: or a.<; a geologic or natural feature Hssociated 
,dth lhe dt:'velopmen:.. herit..'\gC or culture of the c:omrnuni
l\', C'ounty, State or nation. 
. ·'Site''. The traditional, documented or legendary laea.· 

uon of un e•·ent, occurrence. action or strucr.ure significam 
;n the life or liv€:;. of a p~::rson, persons. group, or tribe, 
1!\du..=.ing but not limited to, cemeteries, burial grounds, 
campsites. battl~fields, sctllemen~. · estates, gardens, 
J.:TO\'es. river crossings, routes, tr.:l.ils_. caves, quarries. 
mines or !;ignificant trees or other plant life. 

"Structure". Anything constructed or erected, the use 
of which requires pennRnent or temporary location on or 
in 1h<:> ground. including {but. withc~Jt.1im\t\ng the gent!rah
ty cf the foregoing) barns. smokehouses, a.dverti.e:ing 
:-:i~n:;. billboards, backstops for tennis courts, bridges, 
{c:>c~.:s. pe;>;gab .. s, g-_a7.'2:bos, t'::a.d\o !l:-.d t.;h::v1e\>;~n ant.c.nnac., 
::ula:- colleclors. microw.a.vo a.ntennae, including supporting 
tiJI\'l'rS, roads, ruins or remn~nts (ir.cluding foundations),· 
:'"-'\ri\mi.nt: pools or W<J.lkways.. 

"Sc;rn-y''. The systematic: gathering of information on 
tln: t~rchitectura.l, historical, scenic:, and archaeological sig
niflc:>ncf! of buildings, sites, st."Uctures, are.as, or land· 
. ..:rape;; throug-h visual assessment in the field and his.tori
~!l! re:-e:w:h, for the purpose of identifying landmarks or 
1il:'.tricts worthy of pre5et"">"ation. 

l ChJ.y~er 30. U 401 e( seq. 

: t'hapt~;r 2-1, flll--13.2.--lA. 

; .... :toQO·I. Authority to protect and prc"Serve landma.rk!s 
---)> and pres:rvation district:!! , 

~ :-:-:10004. Authonty to protect and preserve lana.
m:lrb :1ml p~servation di5:t:-icts. The county bonrd of 

-----7 

900 

•·ad~ ern:r.r.y shall have the follo~·ing authority: · 

ll l to establish and appoint by ordinance a preservation 
.-:tudy committee and _to take 2ny reasonable temporary 
:H·tion:.. to prot~?ct -potential landmarks and -preservation 
di,.;trio:.:ts during the term of an appointed preservation 
.. ;ud~· !:'Or.-Jrr.ittee: 

I'll 1.0 establish and 2.ppoint by ordina.ncc a preservatlon 
'"r:<J:"~i:-;~icn upon recomrnec:riation of a preservation study 

. '1!l:T,itt('C:; 

t~\J to c:ondu~.:~ an oq;oing sUr<-'<:!j' of the co:.lr;ty to iC.e:-J
(\· LL:ilrlinr;:;;. ::;trcctur~s, E.re:w;, sites and bnd;;;cape.s th.1.t 

:1r•• of historic, archal!o1ogical, architectural, or scenic sig
n·.fi::::lnc:L:. ::tr.ci th~refore p01:entia1 landmarks or pres€rva
t ~"r' di.~c.ric:.s; 

1 ~ J lo designate. by ordinance landmarks and preserva
lhnl tl'tstricts upon the recommendation of a preservation 
··M';Hi:issitJ:J ~nd to establish a syste;n of rna .... ken;, plaques 
·>r n!r:ific;J.i.es for de::~igna.red la_ndmarks and pre3en·ation 
.iJ;:lric:..~: 

1:,1 to prepare maps shol.loing the location of landmarks 
: 1 '"~ Jlrl:'serva-.ion distrkts. oublish educational information, 
,>;;fl p:-(·p<!.r€' eCiuc:ational p.rograms concerning landmarks 
·''·d pre:>t:r:a:ion district.-; and (heir designation and protec:-
•. ;r,;l: 

P)t to ex~rcise z.ny of the oowers and authority in re:la-
~:on w re"" una iar: ,.. ar. zo ranted. counoes oy 

:~·l!1ton;; :>--12 and 5-14 t, foe the p-rotec:.tln.g, 
;,t •:.~<?r>lnl.:' anc contmumg h -
··;-\'a ttoilCITslrict2' 

~=J~~\}dilS~~l .=133~ 

(7) to nomtn;ne bndm::trb and historic districts to any 
s:t:ne or federal regi!;~r::; c·! historic: places; 

(8) t.o appropriate and e:xpend funds to carry out th-e 
purpo~e:s of this Division; 

(9) to re-.·iew applications for construction, alteration . 
remov:;.\ or demo\it\on o:.ffecting iandmarks or prtrper-ty 
within preservation di~tricts; 

(1 0) to acquire by negoLiate.J purchase .;:my interest in
cluding conservation rights in landr.~arks or in propen:y 
within preservation district.<;;. or propeny imm.edia~Jy adja
cent to or surrounding landmarks or pre::~ervation di;;tricts: 

(11} to apply for and accept. ::tny gift, grant or bequest 
from any private or public source. inciuding agencie·s of 
the federal or State government, for any purpose autho
rized by this Divlslon: 

(12) to establish a syst.e:n for the: transfer of develop· 
ment ri~hL" including, as ~ppropri.atc. a mech:!.ni:;m fo:- th"' 
deposit of development ri.zht.s in a deYeloprnen~ right.'> 
bnnk, and for the transfer of development. right.~ from that 
development rights bank in th?. same m~nner as au:ho
rized for municipalities by Section ll-48.2 of the Illinois 
Municipal Code.: All re . .:eipt:s arising from the transfer 
shall be deposited in a 5pecial county account to be appli~d 
agair,st expenditures necessi~ted by the count}' program 
for tho? designation and prote"Ction of landmarks and pres
ervation districts. Any development rights acquired, sold 
or transferred from a de-.·e:Iopment rights bank, sh:1.1l not 
be 3 "sccuri(j'" as that term is. defined in Section 2.1. of 
The Illinois Securities Law of I953,J <lnd shaiJ be t:.:\em]J'
frwn ;;,]} requirements for the rcgi:>tration of securitit.:s. 

{13) tQ cst::~.blish a loan or gr-ant program from i.lny 
ROttl"C:I;' of funds for d-esign.ate.d l;tndm.:~.r-k:> :and pre:3en<:~.
tion district:..<; and to i.:;:.:c;ue interest bearing revenue bond:;; 
or gen?.r:ll oblig:u:ion bonds pursuant to ordin.:~.ncc enacted 
by the county board. after c:omplbnc'! with rcqui::-e:mentll 
for referendum, p:>.yable from the revenues to be derived 
from the operation of any landmark or of any property 
wi[hln a pre::c;er.ration district: 

(l.i) to abate real rooert · taxes or. an landmark or 
r:ror~r::v w:t m a p~servatlOn 1stnc<. to encoumge its V 
~reser-.·;:1don and continued use or to orovirl f'; f far 
ownc:rs t:.ndulv burdene ·Y egi~nation: 

(16) to advise cities, •.-:U~be:£ or in..:o-rporat.ed tc\>.·ns. 
upor: :,;.c;u.::st of the ap~rc::;:-iat~ officinl of the municipali
ty, concerning en~ctmer;~ of ordinance;; to protect land
marks or preser ... ation dls,tdccs; 

{11) to e::r;ercise wlthin the bounda:-les of any city, vii· 
lage. or i;Jcorporated to·.~-·n Eny of th~~ power!:: and authori
ty gr:m'i.ed counties by thi?, Divi.o;ior. :so \Ctng as the corpo
rate authorities by ordin<Lnc:e cr by intergo\'ernmental 
ag:cerne:-t: pur'"'uant to the Intergovernmental Cooper:!ti0!1 
Ac~.J o:- ~·,;p;;•.:.ant to Article. 7, 5-ect~on 10 of the Conn\tu
tion o: lne State of Illinois have authorized the county 
p:!"eser·.·a.~ion comrr.is.s:ion ei>~bllsh.:o:d by <H.:thod!:y of L-,.is 
Divi5'Ic:< t:J d€signate landm::J.rks or preservation d~st::-l-::::ts 
wit;,.::n i~ cc::-norat.e bo'..ld;:.ri~s. and su-:h counrv p:CS!:!!"Y<:· 

tior, cc:nmiss;·::m shall have only those powe!'.s, ·duties anC: 
leg-a.! a:..:.thority provided in Li-tis Div~s.ior-,; 

(18} to e:xerci3e ~ny of the above po\Liers to preserve and 
prol~-=~ p:-oput;; O'-''ned by r;;.~y unit of loc.u.! government 

~ 

S L j__ - b l ~so~g·;::,·o · 



ARY W. PACK 
;TATE'S ATTORNEY 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Office of the State's Attorney 
McHENRY COUNTY 

NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 

MEMORANDUM 

McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission Members 

R. Glenn Gable~ 
Chief, Civil Division 

April 5, 1996 

On Site Inspections 

McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CEI'TER 
2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 

WOODSTOCK. ILLINOIS 60098 
815/334-4159 

FAX 815/337-0872 

This memorandum is intended for informational purposes to assist your 
commission in conducting on-site inspections in compliance with the Open Meetings 
Act. 

Article II G of the McHenry County Preservation Ordinance sets a quorum for the 
Historic Preservation Commission at 5 members and further states all meetings of the 
Commission shall be open to the public. A majority of a quorum would therefore be 3 
members. 

The fundamental purposes of the open meetings law is to require that the 
people's business be conducted in public, not in secret. Site inspection required by a 
board may be excepted from the Open Meetings Act requirements by statute or by 
court or attorney general decision. Illinois has no attorney general decisions exempting 
site inspections from the open meetings act requirements. Furthermore, there are no 
Illinois statutes or court decisions that exempt site inspections. What is pivotal is the 
definition of meeting in the Act: 

"Meeting means any gathering of a majority of a quorum of the members 
of a public body held for the purpose of discussing public business." 5 
ILCS 120/1.02 



"A gathering need not be prearranged and set as to time, nor need it be at 
an official meeting place to come within the purview of the Act." 197 4 Op. 
Atty. Gen. NO. S-726. 

Where a majority of a quorum discussed matters concerning public business 
which were scheduled to be dealt with at a subsequent board meeting, such meeting 
violated the intent and terms of the Open Meetings Act despite the designation of 
meeting as something other than a meeting and despite whether meeting is designated . 
as an informal gathering as opposed to a formal meeting. See Peoole ex rei Difanis v. 
Barr, 46 Ill. Dec. 678 (1980). 

Even in states that allow on site inspections to be excepted from the open 
meetings requirements, the public body must distinguish between on-site inspection 
itself which is ofien excepted, and the subsequent formulation of its findings and 
recommendations, which is not. An inspection can and should occur without an 
exchange of views among the members of the public body. The exchange of views 
appropriately occurs in a meeting open to the public noticed in accordance with the 
open meetings law. 

Since, Illinois does not specifically except inspections, it is critical that McHenry 
County Historic Preservation Commission members not exchange views while 
conducting an on-site inspection, in order to avoid violating the Open Meetings Act. 

The Historic Preservation Commission can send less than a majority of a quorum 
to conduct the inspections or send 3 or more members if they refrain from exchanging 
views during the inspection and only go about their respective task of gathering 
information at the site inspection. Your members still may be subject to public criticism 
if 3 or more members are sent and the inspection has not been noticed as a public 
meeting; you will be placed on the defense to assert that no views were exchanged nor 
was commission business discussed among members. Another alternative is to notice 
the inspections as a public meeting and cancel the meeting if members of the public 
are excluded by the property owners. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any additional questions 
concerning this memorandum. 

cc: Bill Barron 

wah 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Vistas Committee 

May 12, 1996 

Following on from last month's report on the ideas found in the National Trust 
documents about imagined communities and defining boundaries of historic sites and 
districts, I've been exploring the possibility of starting a project, which I'd first mentioned 
in January, using the original surveyors' report of the county from 1837 to see if any of the 
features/landmarks identified in the survey still exist and would be worthy of preservation, 
or at least recognition. Everyone I spoke to was pretty encouraging about the value of 
such a proj eel. 

I started with the Geography Department at McHenry County College. I spoke to 
Mr. Trudell who said that MCC is too small an institution to undertake such a project, and 
that it would probably be more suitable to a graduate institution or a group which had 
experience in compiling environmental/regional/historic surveys. He suggested that we 
not ignore "post-settlement" land boundaries or "relic" boundaries. He gave an example.. 
of areas offormer fields which have been turned into sub-divisions for housing and in 
which old fence rows are still identifiable because of the way in which field-plowing on 
either side of a hedge-row/fence-line mounded the earth in between the fields. 

Next I turned to the Geography Department at Northern Illinois University who, 
somewhat inexplicably, put me in touch with their cartography services department. They 
wouldn't really be helpful in doing any of the field work for a project such as this, but their 
department could do the printing and publishing of any final version of maps etc. that we 
might produce. I got a few more contacts, one being the Regional History Center at NJU, 
whom I have yet to make contact with, and the Cultural Map of Illinois project which is 
being undertaken at the University of Chicago. 

At the University of Chicago I spoke with Katherine Hannaford, a graduate 
student in the geographical studies department. She said that the Cultural Map of Illinois 
would be too general for our purposes, but she had a few suggestions for us. First, she 
knows the woman who is one of the directors of the National Register's Rural Heritage or 
Rural Survey division and will be sending a contact address and phone number for her. 
Secondly, she gave me the names of a couple of different books/publications which we 
might be able to use as models for our tentative project 

Built for Farming, Kane County Planning Commission 
Cultural and Historical Inventory, DuPage County Regional Planning 

Commission, 1993 
From Palisade Head to Sugar Loaf An JnventOJy of Minnesota's Geographic 

Features of Historic and Cultural Significance, State Historical Preservation Office; 
author Carol Zellie 

For graduate students who might be interested in a project such as ours, she 
suggested that I speak with Michael Conzan at the University of Chicago. I will do so 
after he returns from Europe in mid-July. 

In addition, I have also spoke with William Howenstine of the Geographic and 
Environmental Studies department at Northeastern University. He said that NEU would 
probably have a graduate student or two who would find this kind of project to be useful, 

,, 



but he said that he himself is retiring and I'd have to wait until September to see if we 
could set something up because that's when Tom Simpson from the Morton Aboretum 
joins the NEU faculty as a professor of landscape ecology. William Howenstine 
mentioned a Limestone Quarry just east of Garden Prairie as a site worth exploring. 

I contacted Mr. Everett Thor,nas too. He was very enthusiastic about the whole 
idea and mentioned at least half-a-dozen possible sites that we might want to explore with 
regard to Indian trails/paths/villages both in Coral township and Greenwood township. He 
offered to take me on a tour of some of the possible sites, and I will set that up for later 
this month. Anyone wishing to join in, let me know and we can try to arrange a mutually 
convenient time. 

Several of these people also mentioned Ed Collins in the Conservation District as 
key player in identifYing sites. I had contacted him last year with regard to some of the 
features in Glacial Park, and we let them pass because we seemed to think that the 
Conservation District was already doing a great job of conserving and restoring their 
lands. However, as the Conservation District cannot acquire ALL of the sites it identifies 
as worthy of preservation and conservation, several people I spoke with said that our ~ 
commission should target those areas. This is where Ed Collins re-enter the picture: he is 
working in his Master's Degree at Northeastern University- with William Howenstine
and his project began with matching surveys with soils and identifYing springs in the 
Glacial Park area. But he has expanded his project and his conducting surveys in other 
townships too. 

If we could tie into projects such as these which are already in place, we might be 
able to locate some suitable vistas. 

I did not forget the suggestion of Trout Valley, but as I read in the newspaper 
within the last the week that they incorporated, it takes it, unfortunately, out of our 
jurisdiction. 

I also have not forgotten things like cemeteries, roads, which are more easily 
identifiable features than vistas and landscapes, but I also renew the suggestion/request 
which I made last time for spinning those kind of "non-structural landmarks" into a 
committee of their own. 

/( Co/-edfJirJ pvh->M~-d~ 
G~~dlxif·J~c<d 

• 



Gloria Mack 

Report 5/14/96 

The City Council of Crystal Lake passed their Historic Preservation Ordinance on 4/16/96. 
It was reported to me by Mary Thennes that in a last minute effort to amend the 
ordinance, to allow only property owners to nominate potential landmarks, a motion was 
put to the floor prior to the councils vote. That amendment was put to a vote and was 
defeated 3/2 The ordinance was then brought to the floor and passed 3/2. I would like to 
suggest to the Commission that we send a letter of Congratulations to Mayor Wagner and 
offer as always our assistance. I have attached a copy of the ordinance as passed to this 
report. 

May 19, 1996/ The awards presentation will take place at 1:30 at the old Greenwood 
Hall and the landmarking of the John James House will take place at 3:00PM. There was 
a nice article on the John James house in the Herald on April 25th. (Copy attached) 

May 27, 1996/ Newman House/On May 1st, I arranged a meeting with Gary 
Swanson/American Legion Commander of Harvard, Scott Summers, home owner, John & 
Marcie Matusek, Civil War reenactors. The ceremony will begin at 10 am .. There will be 
a parade to the cemetery, including our Civil \Var reenactors, and Abraham Lincoln, 
hopefully a horse and buggy will be available. The program will include the usual 
Memorial Day recognition and the guest speaker of the day will be Abraham Lincoln, 
complements of Scott Summers. (Lincoln info attached). At the conclusion of the 
cemetery program we will adjourn to the house for the presentation of the plaque. Mr. 
Lincoln will be available for photos., bring your cameras. Article on the Newman house 
was in the Herald on April 18th (copy attached ) 

The County Board Members from these districts have been invited to attend. One must 
present· the plaque in each instance. 

Our May 7th meeting with the McHenry Landmark Commission has been rescheduled for 
their June meeting. 

'· 



- - - MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION - - -

COMMITTEE REPORT- Gail Drabant -·5/14/96 

OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP: 

The Old House Support Group met in April for an Open House at the Wulffen's in 
Richmond. Not only did we have a large attendance, but everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed their well-restored home. 

The May meeting will be a slide presentation on the different architectural 
sub-styles within Victorian architecture. (No, they aren't all Queen Anne's. 

This is the last meeting for this season since we do not meet through the 
summer months due to everyone vrorking on their houses. We vrill res~e 
meetings in the fall vrith programs that are planned based on input from the 
that vras sent out in the Hay newsletter. 

If the OHSG is going to continue, vre need help setting up programs. 

1996 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS: 

awards presentation will be on May 19th at 1:30 at the Greenwood Tovrn 
hall. We have received nominations in all of the categories. Congratulation 
letters were sent out to all nominees congratulating them on being nominated 
and inviting them to attend the awards presentation. 

NEW BUSINESS - HCCD GREEK REVIVAL RESTORATION: 

I was requested to do a site inspection by one of the MCCD employees of a 
Greek Revival ~ouse on.HCCD property that is scheduled for demolition. 
After viewing the property (see photos), I am recommending that the house 
be restored as an interpretive historic representation of early settler 
living quarters. Although it would need substantial renovation to bring 
it up to modern living standards, it would NOT need more than a basic 
restoration to bring it back to the more primitive living standards that 
existed back when it was built over 125 years ago. I will volunteer my 
personal time to become actively involved in this project if the commission 
concurs as to its historical value as a representative of early venacular 
housing. 

.. 



Don Peasley 

Arnold Storrs 

Molly '\~alsh 

1997 ''Barn Again'' Bus Tour Committee 
McHenry Co. Historical Society 

815-338-1533 388 Lincoln Ave. Woodstock 60098 

815-675-2091 3902 N. Solon Rd. Solon Mills 60080 

815-455;3700 (work) 40 S. Caroline St. C.L. 60014 
' 

Margaret Richardson 815-675-2297 9407 Richardson Rd. Spring Grov€ 60081 

Don Schellhaass 815-338-3737 (work) U.of I. Ext. Service P.O. Box 1430 

Joyce Perbix 815-669-'3998 

Duane Dahlman 815-568-5788 

Grace Moline 815-923-2267 

Suellen Wilkins 815-568-3647 

Glenn Iverson 847- 516-8671 

Bill Holden 847-658-1360 

Nancy Helch 847-639-3119 

847-639-8700 

Rebecca Krengel 815-923-4449 

Nancy Fike 815-923-2267 

Woodstock 60098 

P.O. Box 284 Huntley 60142 

10411 Payne Rd., Marengo 60152 

Hist. Soc. P.O. Box 434 Union 60180 

617 1st Ave. Marengo 60152 

115 Mary Lane Cary 60013 

1171 St. Andrews Ct. Algonquin 60102 

314 Pearl St. Cary 60013 

(work) Century 21 P.O. Box 246 Cary 60013 

9409 Voss Road Marengo 60152 

Hist. Soc. P.O. Box 434 Union 60180 

' 





Historic Preservation Commission 
Vistas Committee 

June II, 1996 

I had hoped to arrange a meeting with Everett Thomas on some warm, sunny day 
to view some of his suggestions for historic sites in the Greenwood area, but as the 
weather won't cooperate, I have arranged to meet with him on Saturday June 15 at 9:00 
AM. We're meeting at his home at 765 Victoria Drive, Woodstock and anyone who 
wishes to join us is very welcome. 

I contacted Shelley Maston, the director of the Rural Heritage Program at the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation. She is sending me information that might be of 
interest to us. She also gave me a contact name: Pratt Cassity at the University of 
Georgia who has worked with preservation commissions before with regard to 
environmental/landscape issues. I haven't yet been able to reach him. 

I am also waiting for some information to arrive from the IL Department of 
Natural Resources, and a couple of items from the American Planning Association. One 
bulletin that I'm interested in reading is about Loudon County, Virginia which is an area of 
about I 0,000 acres of farmland which has been placed in a historic district and the 
ordinance provides for the review of the "relationship of the size, design, and siting of any 
new or reconstructed structure to the landscape of[the] district." It might be a useful 
model to explore if we ever find any suitable landscapes/sites to preserve. 

I haven't yet completed a readable draft of the article on Vistas which Jim needs to 
send to Springfield, but it is underway and I should have a decent attempt prepared by 
next week. 

Respectfully submitted 
' 

~uit~":lijo-t·<>-!) 
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McHenry County Historic Preservation 
Commission Meeting 

June 11, 1996 

The May 19, 1996 Award Presentation and John James House Landmarking went well. 
The awards were presented at the Old Greenwood Town Hall. The group then 
traveled down to the John James house for the Landmarking. Gail did a wonderful job as 
MC and also with the award certificates. Our speaker at the John James house was Gloria 
Urch. The plaque was presented to the LeVerso's by County Board member Joanne 
Simes. She spoke on the underground railroad in McHenry County. I sent notes of 
thanks to Mr Kaiser, Greenwood Township Supervisor, for use of the Town Hall and to 
Gloria Urch for speaking at the Landmarking. 

The Memorial Day/Newman House Landmarking went extremely well in spite of the rain. 
The parade was canceled and all assembled gathered at the Jefferson SchooL Scott 
Summers spoke briefly and the featured speaker was Dick Anderson/ Abraham Lincoln. 
Also the Civil War Battery H, 1st IL light artillery reenactors were a wonderful addition to 
both the traditional Memorial ceremony and the Landmarking. After the Memorial Day 
program we moved to the Newman House for the ceremony. The plaques was presented 
to Scott Summers by County Board members Don Larsen, Mary Lou Zaire and Ann 
Gillman. It was well attended and our Lincoln didan outstanding job. Notes of thanks 

' sent to Dick Anderson/Lincoln. Frank and Marcie M,atuszak (reenactors) and Gary 
Swanson Harvard American Legion Commander for their cooperation. 

On June 4th, I met with the McHenry Landmark Commission. I made a brief presentation 
and then we had a question and answer session. They are well on their way to presenting 
their ordinance to their City Council. The new city manager seems to be an ally and has 
expressed interest in the ordinance. Nancy Fike suggested that a quarterly meeting of 
historic groups would be beneficial I like the idea. If we could use a room at the 
Courthouse it would centrally located. I would like to pursue this. 



MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PR£SE.RV A TION COMMISSION 

6/11/96- Committee Report- Gail Drabant 

COMM UN/CATIONS: 

OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP: 

The OHSG met in May for a slide presentation on different house styles. County landmarks 
were used as examples of the many sub-styles in Victorian architecture (Greek Revival, 
ltalianate, Queen Anne, etc. - plus several post turn-of-the-century styles). 

The OHSG takes a break over the summer months, resuming planning activities at the end of 
August. We are still looking for speakers for next season. Know anyone? (Call Gail at 
678-4577 with info.) 

AWARDS: 

The McHenry County Historic Preservation Awards ceremony was held May 19th. Awards 
were presented in nine categories. We appreciated the enthusiasm we received this year and 
look forward to even more enthusiasm next year. We will again concentrate on getting even 
more publicity next year. (See attached list of the categories and the winners.) 

PUBLICATIONS: 

While the OHSG is taking a summer break, Commission publications will be updated 
including, MCHPC member's business cards, the Commission Brochure and the 
Comprehensive Landmark List. 

MCCD Greek Revival Restoration: 

Demolition of the Greek Revival house in Glacial Park has been currently put on hold awaiting 
more information. The added siding was been removed to reveal another entrance on the 
front facade in the center of the main wing. Research is continuing as to its historical value. 



ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSIONS 

May 20,1996 

McHenry County Preservation Commission 
Department of Planning and Development 
2200 N. Seminary 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

Attention: Jim Keefe 

Dear Mr. Keefe: 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

Old State Capitol 

Springfield, Illinois 62 701 

Thank you for submitting a nomination for the Illinois Association of Historic 
Preservation Commissions (IAHPC) Local Preservation Award. I regret to inform you 
that your nominee, Al Kranka, was not selected for an award this year. 

The awards jury was greatly impressed by the quality of the nominees and had a 
difficult time choosing one recipient in each category. The 1996 awards will be 
presented to Diane Oestreich of Rock Island (individual) and the Decatur Historical and 
Architectural Sites Commission (commission). The awards will be presented at the 
Illinois Preservation Conference in Oak Park during lunch on Saturday, June 8 at Mar 
Lac House, 104 S. Marion. I hope that you will be able to join us for the ceremony. 

Thank you for your interest in the Association Awards. Please feel free to contact 
Michael Ward if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Roger Keys, President 
Illinois Association of Historic Preservation Commissions :<._ 

iahpr 

>:', 
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T HE BARRINGTON AREA HISTORICAL 
Society's annual home tour in Ia te june 

will feature five delightful private homes, 
located in Barrington and the nearby 
countryside. join the Historical Society as it 
travels through seven decades. Step across the 
thresholds of homes that have evolved to 
accommodate the needs of families living in the 
last decade of the 20th century. 

june is the premier garden month, and since each 
of the homes on the Town and Country Home 
Tour has distinctive gardens or landscaping 
features, the tour will include an informal walk 
through the garden of each of the homes. 

The stable and portico of an estate coach house 
will be the backdrop for local artisans displaying 
their unique array of personal accessories and · 
specialty i terns. 

Chicago Magazine, in its May issue says, Be 
thankful for gems like Barrington Country 
Bistro." The Historical Society couldn't be more 
thankful because the owner of this popular, new 
restaurant, Jean-Pierre Leroux, will host a French 
country brunch as part of the Town and Country 
Horne Tour. What could be more pleasant than 
beginning or ending your tour at one of the "best 
new dining spots in and around Chicago." 

~HE BARRINGTON AREA HISTORICAL 
..Ill. Society was founded in 1968 by local resi

dents dedicated to preserving the history and 
culture of the Barrington area. Since then the 
Society has become an integral part of the com
munity. Its mission is to keep community history 
alive through preservation and education. 

The Barrington Area!-!istorical Society is a private 
nonprofit institution which depends solely on the 
community for its financial support. Proceeds from 
the Town and Country Home Tour benefit the 
Historical Society and arc critical to its success. 
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Tltrougli Tile•· 

Decades .. 

A Town & Coillltry 
llomeTom· 

presented by 

Barrington Area Historical Society 
Sm1day, June 30, 1996 

10:30 a.m. until 5:00p.m. 

Brunch offered at 
The Barrington Country Bistro 

Located at The Foundry, 
Northwest Highway & Hart Road 

Limited seating at 11:00 & 1:00 
Advance reservations only 

Presale tickets available until June 28th at: 
BAHS Office, 212 W. Main St., 

Jewel Tea Gallery, lee House Mall 
!veta's Espresso Bar, 220 5. Cook St., 

Ambrosia Patisscrie, 710 W. Northwest Hwy. 

Program Maps & Registration June 30th: 
The Barrington Country Bistro 
from 10:30 a.m. until 2:30p.m . 

Children w1der 12 are not admitted 

Special arrangements avail a blc for handicapped Jcccss 

For more i.nformal1on,.call: BAHS Office (847) 381-1730 



OVERVIEW 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

The Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) is a 

result of the Community Development Act of 1974. Funds are 

administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(~). 

The primary objective of this Act is "the development of 

viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable 

living environment and expanding economic opportunities, 

principally for persons of low- and moderate-income." 

Specific objectives of the Act pertinent to the McHenry 

County Historic Preservation Commission are: 

1. "A more rational utilization of land and other natural 

resources." This could perhaps tie in with our "Vistas" 

category. 

2. "The restoration and preservation of properties of 

special value for historic, architectural and aesthetic reason.'' 

The General Requirements of the Act specify any activity 

or project funded by CDBG meet one of three broad objectives, 

which are: 

1. Principally benefit low- and moderate-income persons. 

This may be an 11 area 11 benefit or a 11 direct" benefit. 

2. Help prevent or eliminate blight. This must be an area 

which is defined as a 11 Slum" which contains "a substantial 

number of deteriorating or dilapidated buildings", or may be 



blight on a "spot" basis. 

3. Meet urgent local needs. This requires the project to 

"alleviate a serious and immediate threat to the health or 

welfare of the community." 

The above requirements and the economic nature of 

McHenry County would render it difficult if not impossible for 

the Historic Preservation Commission to qualify for CDBG funding 

on its own. 

Obviously, we would of necessity be part of a larger county 

program which ties in historic preservation with other means of 

economic enhancement for low- to moderate-income persons. 

Inasmuch as the Commission is not a "hands-on" organization, 

actual restoration activities are not feasible. However, 

plannina activities are also eligible and would better relate to 

the Commission's function. Eligible plans include: land use, 

open space and recreation, historic preservation and historic 

preservation studies. Total planning and administrative costs 

may not exceed 20% of the annual CDBG grant. 

Pre-submission requirements must be met and submitted to Huu 

along with a Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) . 

The latter would need to be prepared by the County (and hopefully 

already has been!) and submitted to HDLD for approval by 

September 30. The CHAS includes a community profile, a five-year 

strategy and a one-year plan and must be approved by HUD before 

funds are released. 



A spirit of co-operation between the Commission and the 

County Planning Department as well as a certain degree of 

creativity are essential to see such a program through to a 

successful conclusion. 

submitted by, 

Anthony 
McHenry @6unty Historic 
Preservation Commission 
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li.CBE1l1U COUIITY HISTORIC PRBSBRVAXION 
001!11ISSI011 .R.KPORT !JflB/96 

GLORIA l!ACK 

On Auguac 15, 1996 Nancy Fike, NcHenry County Historic Society and 
myself mer to discuss preliminary plans to cosponsor a council or 
representatives gf all ehe His~oric Preservation Organiza~ions in the 
county. We agreed on the following: 

.The firlJt: meeting will be in January 

.All the Organizations will submit their lfission Statement: 

.Each organization will appoint two xepresentaeives eo ~his council 

This vas a preliminary meeting, we will rirm up our plans prior to 
t:he Commissions October meeting. 

On August 26, 1996 Nancy Welch and I met with the Cary Building and 
Zoning Commission. At that meeting they indicated they were very 
interested in a preservation ordinance. Nancy and Jim will follow 
up at the next cary meeting. I had a conflict and couldn't attend. 
Jim Keefe will attend in my ab&ence. 

On Honday, September 16, 1995, The XcHenry Landmark Commission presented 
ies preservation ordinBnc& ro ~he Ci~y o~ McHenry Zoning Commission. 
A copy of the ordinance was forwarded to all ~he other City Commissions 
Nancy Fike, Chair, will keep us posted on its progress. 

On Tuesd4y, Sept•mber !7, 1996, I spoke to Nary Thennes, Chair of ~he 
Crystal Lake Historic Preservation Commission. She informed me that 
they hsve 5 members. She also noted that their first goal vas to 
conduct a survey. Ann swallow or the State orrice of His~oric 
Preserva~ion will be in Crystal Lake on 9/19/96 to present a training 
ses9ion on ~he variou5 ways ~o oonduc~ a survey. She noted tha~ they 
have many volunteers who will be assisting the Commission in the survey. 
I suggested ~h4t it may be to their advantage to formulate a 
Prelfervlltion Plan. I will forward her the l!fcHenry County Preservation 
Plan. 

On a person•l note, I recejved a call from Jill os~h, our fir~t liaison 
frcm t:he County Plllnning Dep~~rement. She .,ill be moving b4ck to t:he 
County and is interested i·n gat:t:ing i.nvol ved in the prese.rvs.'t.ion 
.mov&m8n.t:.. sh.e i• expecting her f irs't child s.nd hopes to have some 
t~ on her hands. (RIGHT) 

Plealfe correct my sddrsss and telephone number: 

1712 Pleasant Ave. 
NcHanry, IL 60050 

815-385-1274 

lilJ 002 





MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

9/18/96 -Committee Report- Gail Drabant 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP: 

The OHSG will begin their season with a meeting tomorrow night which will be a planning 
meeting for this season. We are also going to have a restoration roundtable discussion of 
each other's summer restoration successes and problems. 

In October we will be meeting in Cary for an Open House at a 1925 Tudor Revival home 
owned by OHSG members, John and Lorrie Aslakson. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Commission publications in the process of being updated are business cards and the 
brochure. The Comprehensive Landmark list will be republished for the Joint Council of 
Historical Groups that will meet after the first of the year. 

MCCD Greek Revival Restoration: 

After extensive research, it was determined that the Greek Revival house in Glacial Park was 
built in 1854 by Elon Powers. Another significant owner of this house was Samuel Walker. It 
it therefore now known as the Powers-Walker house. The research included a thorough deed 
research with supporting data found through tax records, plat maps, census records, cemetery 
records and history books. Elon and Mary Powers settled here on the original claim from the 
United States government (claimed filed in 1848) and raised their 5 children in this house 
before later retiring to a house in Richmond. Samuel Walker owned much of what is now 
Glacial Park including the Kames, the bog and the portion that later was owned by the 
Weidrich brothers. 

As to the current status of the house, after the later siding was removed from the house, the 
remaining tar paper and nails were removed. The garbage has been cleared in the interior 
and the brush surrounding the house has also been cleared. 

Although the complete set of documents, including copies of all supporting data and a 
proposed restoration plan was delivered to the acting director of MCCD in early August, no 
response has been received. I will continue to make inquiries concerning the Powers-Walker 
house. 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER- ANNEX BUILDING A 

2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 
\NOODSTOCK, I L 60098 

815/334-4560 FAX# 815/337-3720 

Larry Asaro, Village Administrator of Cary, called regarding the possibility of Cary's Village 
Board referring possible structures, etc. within their municipal boundaries to the County's HPC 
for landmark designation. (They would pass a recommendation, ordinance etc. that defers to 
the County's Plan and Ordinance.) 

Cary's Board would like the opportunity to do the recommending first, Oust in case HPC decides 
to landmark a property/structure that the Board does not agree with) and to that effect would 
appreciate a letter from the Commission stating the terms of an intergovernmental agreement. 

The "Cary-Grove" Historical Society is only concerned with artifacts, etc. 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER- ANNEX BUILDING A 

2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 
V\IOOOSTOCK, IL 60096 

815/334--4560 FAX# 815/337-3720 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

October 8, 1996 

Sue Ehardt, McHenry County Deputy Director of Planning and Development 
Gary Pack, McHenry County State's Attorney 
Bill Barron, McHenry County Administrator 

Maryanne Wanask.-1\1 'J 
Staff Liaison, McH~rly'lvCounty Historic Preservation Commission 

Request from the Village of Cary 

Attached please find a facsimile from Mr. Jim Keefe, Chairman of the McHenry County 
Preservation Commission, explaining the purpose of a Jetter dated September 25, 1996 from 
Mr. Larry Asaro, Administrator for the Village of Cary. 

Cary would like the County's Preservation Commission to do the review process for landmark 
designation. Please review Cary's proposal for legal implications, and because of the inter
governmental agreement this request will mandate. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I would appreciate an answer by October 28th so 
that Mr. Asaro can report your decision to his Board. 



~~~-
OVERVIEW: 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

GENERAL 

Recipient must be a Certified Local Government. 
Grants awarded on a 60% federal share/40% local share basis. 
Applications (2 max.) must be received by IHPA no later than Sp.m., 
November 15, 1996. 

PROJECT PRIORITIZATION 

Priority points are awarded as follows: 

Public Education 
Survey 
Planning 
National Register 
Program Administration 
Development 

100pts 
90pts 
80pts 
60pts 
40pts 
20pts 

PROGRAM STANDARDS AND CONDITIONS 

All projects must be planned and undertaken in accordance with "The 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines:.'" 

The project period will not exceed two years. 

Federal funds shall not be used as all part of local 40% share, except 
for Community Development Block Grant Program funds. 

Contributions of materials, expertise, labor etc. may be accepted as 
part of local share. 

DESCRIPTION OF GRANTS 

Public Education Public education is any outreach program or activity 
that serves to promote historic preservation in the community such as 
the productioq alld distribution of printed information, plaques or markers, 
public assemblies, audio-visual presentations or exhibits. 

Survey Surveys are undertaken to indentify and gather information on 
prehistoric and historic properties such as buildings, archaeological 
sites, landscapes and historic districts. All surveys must be done under 
the supervision of a qualified professional. 

Planning This may be a comprehensive community preservation plan, a 
thematic study of related historic properties, an archaeological resource 
protection plan or a revision of existing planning documents·. 

National Register Aids in 
to the National Register. 

the nomination and documentation of properties 
Districts and groups of properties are priority. 



DESCRIPTION OF GRANTS cont. 

Program Administration This type of grant applies to salary support 
that can be provided to local governments for the administration of the 
local preservation program or to hire a contractual employee or consul
tant. 

Development This grant applies to proposals for actual restoration of 
a building or work on an archaeological site. An historic property may 
be developed with federal assistance if listed on the National Register. 
Development projects shall be accomplished in acccordance with the 
Secretary's Standards. 

NOTE: This program is a reimbursement program which means after the 
date of federal approval, the local sponsor will incur eligible costs, 
pay them and submit proof of billing and payment to the IHPA for re
imbursement. The important point to remember is the project sponsor 
incurs the cost and then receives a reimbursement at a later time. 

Anthony Howard 
McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission 
October 16, 1996 
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VILLAGE OF 

CARY ..,....,...,_, 

~usan E. McCabe, Village President 
Mark W. Shackelford. Village Clerk 
Careen N. Pichen, Deputy Village Clerk 

Tn>stecs . _____ _ 
Susan T. Anderson Debra E. McNamee 
Donald M. Huffer Geoffrey VanderPal 
Steve Lama] Thomas 0. Vieweg 

September 25, 1996 

Mr. James Keefse 
Chairman 
McHenry County Historical Preservation Commission 
109 South Jefferson, Suite 7 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098 

Dear Mr. Keefse: 

Lawrence A. Asaro, Village Administrator 
Cameron navis, Assistant Village Administrator 
Robert C . .Broznowski, Fjnnnce Director 
Robert J. Levitt, Chief of Police 
Roher! C. Nowak. Building & Zoning Official 
Gary L. Stauffer, Public Works Superintendent 
Vernon P. Keller, Water & Sanitation Superintendent 

,o)?-~, 

The Village of Cary is interested in continuing historical preservation efforts in our area. 
Recently, Ms. Nancy Welch, discussed the objectives and merits of the McHenry County 
Historical Preservation Ordinance with our Building, Planning and Zoning Committee. 
After that presentation it was suggested that Cary might request that the McHenry 
County Historical Preservation Commission would do the review process for our 
community. There are likely to be only a few desi!,>nations in Cary and setting up a 
process and commission in a new ordinance would be redundant. 

We would recommend that the Village pass an ordinance that recognizes the authority of 
the McHemy County Ordinance within the Cary corporate limits. The Cary Village 
Board would require a prospective designee to summarize their request for historical 
designation. With Village Board approval by motion, the applicant would then be 
authorized to go through the formal McHenry County Historical Preservation 
Commission process for designation. The Village would accept the results of this 
procedure and any subsequent tax benefits. 

@ printed on recycled paper 
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Mr. James Keefse 
September 25, 1996 
Page 2 

If this proposal is satisfactory, we would like to authorize our Village Attorney to 
prepare the necessary ordinance to formalize the relationship and procedure we would 
hope to have this program operating by year's end. 

If you have any questions on this program, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Village Administrator 

LAA/dms 

cc: Village Board 
Robert Nowak, Building & Zoning Official 
Bemard Narusis, Village Attorney 

SOd 200 3:JNidC:JnSNI cl33>1 Sll2LSC 80:~0 10-0!-SSEl 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER- ANNEX BUILDING A 

2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 
VI.OODSTOCK, IL 60098. 

815/334-4560 FAX# 815/337-3720 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

October 8, 1996 

Sue Ehardt, McHenry County Deputy Director of Planning and Development 
Gary Pack, McHenry County State's Attorney 
Bill Barron, McHenry County Administrator 

Maryanne Wanask~l • • \ 
Staff Liaison, Mc~~ounty Historic Preservation Commission 

Request from the Village of Cary 

Attached please find a facsimile from Mr. Jim Keefe, Chairman of the McHenry County 
Preservation Commission, explaining the purpose of a letter dated September 25, 1996 from 
Mr. Larry Asaro, Administrator for the Village of Cary. 

Cary would like the County's Preservation Commission to do the review process for landmark 
designation. Please review Cary's proposal for legal implications, and because of the inter
governmental agreement this request will mandate. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I would appreciate an answer by October 28th so 
that Mr. Asaro can report your decision to his Board. 



,-

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER- ANNEX BUILDING A 

2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 
V'JOODSTOCK, IL 60096 

615/334-4560 FAX# 815/337-3720 

Mr. Lawrence Asaro 
Administrator, Village of Cary 
255 Stonegate Road 
Cary, Illinois 60013 

Re: Historic Preservation Review 

Dear Mr. Asaro, 

Attached for your review is a memo from the State's Attorney Civil Division Chief, Glenn Gable 
regarding the legality of whether the County's Historic Preservation Commission could be 
appointed by the Village of Cary as the preservation authority within Cary's corporate limits. 

You will note that pursuant to state statute and the McHenry County Preservation Ordinance, 
Cary may either pass a resolution or, if easier for the Village, enter into an inter-governmental 
agreement with the McHenry County Board in order to formalize land marking procedures. 

The Commission's membership applauds Cary's endeavors to preserve significant attributes of 
its history and looks forward to a productive and workable relationship. The Commission only 
asks that the Village consider appointing one or two citizen-representative(s) to assist whenever 
a survey is required. 

Please direct your attorney to proceed. If questions should arise, kindly contact Mr. Jim Keefe, 
Chairman of the Commission, or myself at 334-4560. 

Sincerely, 

Maryanne Wanaski 
Staff Liaison, HPC 

Enclosure 

w~ 

cc: Jim Keefe, Chairman HPC 
Bill Barron, County Administrator 
SuzAnne Ehardt, Deputy Director Planning and Development 



Office of the State's Attorney 
McHENRY COUNTY 

NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 
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~~-eftu.- 11\&1\ 

~ARY W. PACK McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 

WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS 60098 
815/334-4159 

STATE'S ATTORNEY 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

Maryanne Wanaski 
Staff Liaison, County Historic 
Preservation Com1~ion 

FAX 815/337-0872 

FROM: R Glenn Gable~\X 

DATE: 

RE: 

Chief, Civil Division 

October 15, 1996 

Historic Preservation Review 
For Village of Cary 

I am in receipt of your memorandum to State's Attorney Pack dated October 8, 
1996 wherein you seek legal review to determine whether the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission can perform the review process for the Village of Cary for 
landmark designation of structures located within the municipal boundaries of Cary and 
if so, what are the legal implications_ 

Article ill of the Historic Preservation Act states that the County Historic 
Preservation Commission or any person may propose landmark status on any property 
or structure located in the unincorporated area of the County_ Furthermore, the County 
Board, via the Historic Preservation Commission has the authority: 

"(16) to advise cities, villages or incorporated towns, upon request of the 
appropriate official of the municipality, concerning enactment of ordinances to 
protect landmarks or preservation districts." 
55 ILCS 5/5-3004(16). 

In addition, the County Board, via the Historic Preservation Commission has 
authority: 



"(17) to exercise within the boundaries of any city, village or incorporated town 
any of the powers and authority granted counted by this Division so long as the 
corporate authorities by ordinance or by intergovernmental agreement pursuant 
to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, or pursuant to Article 7, Section 10 of 
the Constitution of the State of Illinois have authorized the county preservation 
commission established by authority of this Division to designate landmark or 
preservation district within its corporate boundaries, and such county 
preservation commission shall have only these powers, duties and legal authority 
provided in this Division." 55 ILCS 5/5-30004(17). 

Therefore, pursuant to Section 300004(17), the Village of Cary may pass an ordinance 
that recognizes the McHenry County Preservation Commission as having authority to 
designate landmarks within the Cary corporate limits pursuant to the procedure stated 
in Lawrence Asaro letter to James Keefe dated September 25, 1996. As an alternative 
to passing such an ordinance, Cary could enter into an intergovernmental agreement 
with the McHenry County Board, by which such intergovernmental agreement could 
create the same procedure for conducting hearings for landmark status. Either method 
is acceptable. 

Unless the Village adapts an ordinance authorizing the County to hear landmark 
matters for property located within the municipal village limits, or unless the Village 
enters into an intergovernmental agreement with the County Board, the County's 
Preservation Historic Commission has no authority over property located in the 
incorporated area. 

cc: Bill Barron 
Sue Ehardt 

wah 

glenn/historic 



New Business: 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
November 20, 1996 Report 

Gloria G. Mack 

This month I visited Barbara ??????? of Shalimar Subdivision. It was a perfect day and we 
walked down the pine tree lined street (absolutely beautiful). I took pictures that will be 
retained in the permanent record of this meeting and are available for your review. 
I am not sure what the procedure is in this situation as this is a private road and if the 
Commission should decide to designate this a historic vista we would require direction 
fromP&D. 

I mailed copies of the research on the Powers- Walker Greek Revival house that is 
located on MCCD property to Professor Wm. Howenstine (Trustee MCCD) and Ken 
Kohler (Chairman MCCD Board of Trustees) requesting that they review the information. 
I also stated Gail and/or myself would be happy to attend a MCCD meeting when this 
subject is discussed. Attached find a copy of the report I mailed. 

I would like approval of the Commission to send a letter to Marengo in regard to their 
concerns regarding the Strahorm Library. Perhaps a Cary situation might be applicable to 
Marengo. 

Nancy Fike and I discussed the date for the County Wide Historic l\1eeting, we agreed 
that Wednesday January 15, 1996 would be the meeting date. It is a Commission Meeting 
date and I would appreciate all the Commission members attending. 

In regard to Cary or any municipalities that we have an intergovernmental agreement to 
administer their historic preservation efforts; I would like to suggest that each municipality 
appoint an ex officio member to the Commission. 

Old Business: 

The Memorial Day Landmarking of the Newman House might be utilized are part of our 
CLG annual report as an educational program. Due to the inclement weather the Lincoln 
reenactor spoke about the Civil War in a packed auditorium, the majority of those present 
were boy scouts, girl scouts, and high school band members. You could not hear a pin 
drop, these young people were fascinated by Mr. Lincoln. 



THE HOUSE OF 7 GABLES 

McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

THE SIGNIFICANCE 
The House of 7 Gables is a microcosm of a bygone era of American history in the midwestern plains 
during the middle 1800's. It and several historically significant out buildings are located 6 miles North 
of Harvard, Illinois on a 17 acre portion of the original 292 acre farm that faces the Big Foot Prairie. The 
12 room gothic revival brick home is in remarkable unaltered condition as well are the outbuildings. The 
Farm was plaqued by the McHenry County Historical Society in 1983. 

THE HISTORY 
The home was built by Rudolphus A. Hutchinson in the 1838/1840 time period. (Bricks in the home are 
dated 183 8 but the home does not appear on the tax rolls untill840) Hutchinson (of English ancestry) 
was a native of Vermont who was educated at New York State University and settled in Alden, New York. 
After being widowed there in 183 8, he remarried and carne west and his first son Oren was born in the 
house on July 14, 1840. A second son, George was born on April 13, 1842 and the family lived there 
until 1863 after Rudolphus' death on August 20, 1860. He is buried in the cemetery at Big Foot, Illinois. 

While it is hard to document Hutchinson's exact occupation, from an initial investment of$300, the 1850 
census values the farm at $3000 and lists two "Irish" hands. By 1860 tlus value had grO\vn to $10,500 
plus $1500 in personal property. This would indicate a very successful farmer, but Hutchinson's signature 
appears on numerous legal documents of the era as a Justice of the Peace. Further credence to this 
occupation is the unusual layout of the house to include a separate "prisoner wing" I court room area. Also, 
there is historical information indicating the home had been used as a court house. Local folklore tells that 
the barn vras the scene of "frontier justice" for thieves. 

The prairie surrounding the farm was home to the Potawatomi Indians and their chief, Big Foot. After 
the federal government ordered these indians out of the area, Chief Big Foot retained his ties to the 
region that now bears his name and was reportedly Hutchinson's guest in the House of 7 Gables on 
numerous occasions. 

Also, the farm is said to have been a station on the underground railway. Under the dirt bank leading into 
the upper level of the barn, and hidden from the road, is a brick lined cave that is said to have been used 
to hide runav.ay slaves. With the farm's proximity (less than a night's walk) to other knO\;n stations, this 
speculation could have validity. There is also data to suggest that the home was a stop (for mail ? ) on the 
North!South stage coach route (now U.S. Hwy 14) through the area. From 1899 to 1930 the Marengo, 
Harvard & Geneva Lake Railroad passed in front of the house along the western edge of the proper(y. The 
railroad was built to carry vacation bound Chicagoans from the Northwestern station in Harvard to 
Geneva Lake. It ended up being the ice hauler (in the winter) to move ice from Geneva Lake to Harvard 
thence to the Chicago meat and dairy plants. (6000 cars of ice were hauled annually at the peak) 

The property's abstract reads like a \vha' s who for the area in these early times as it foHov.:s various 
O\\ners through marriages, divorces, lav.:suits, chattels and the like. It even includes the late Hutchinson~s 
sons suing their mother for her portion of the estate after she remarried. (The kids lost.) The current 
mvners are the seventh owners of the House of 7 Gables. After the Hutchinsons, the property passed 
througl1 the Lewis family, the Ingalls family, the Kirkendalls, the Lemmons, the Andersens and finally to 
Susan and David Netherton in 1995. 



The Outbuildings 
The Carriage House is considered by several knowledgeable persons to be one of the most unique old 
structures remaining in the area. These experts feel that it predates the house and was probably used to 
house workers during the building of the main structure. It has a very unusual "European" framing 
construction design made of hand hewn and pit sawn timbers. It is about 30' x 50' with an upstairs loft 
for hired hand's quarters. The lower level has separate stables for riding and carriage horses and the main 
area for carriages. tack etc. The original wood burning stove remains. 

The Smoke House is constructed of native stone and cement. This important building was used for the 
curing and cooking of meats during pre-refrigeration times. It is conveniently located outside the rear 
door near the original kitchen. 

The Barn is on a slight rise behind the house and, because of its size ( 42' x 80') is often called a spite 
barn. (In those days you couldn't spite you neighbor with a new car but you sure could \\ith a bigger 
barn). It is believed to be the second barn on this spot because it is constructed of hand hewn, pit sawn 
and water sawn timbers of different early eras. Some large timbers ( not of native origin) have notching 
marks indicating they were rafted dm'n from Wisconsin. This dates them to before the railroads (1860). 
The Native stone and cement foundation goes down 42 inches, which certainly is a major reason for the 
barn's excellent condition. Floor beams are 12" x 12" x 42 foot long clear span Wisconsin pine. All 
timbers are pegged together. Hand made nails are used in the flooring. The barn's rectangular design is 
of Germanic origin and has a side bank built to gain access to the upper level for feed storage. This 
allowed the farmer to drive his hay wagon directly onto the second story hay mow to unload. Suspended 
from the peak is a circa 1880 cast iron hay trolley. There are several trap doors in this second floor to 
allow the animal food to be chuted down to a monorail feeding cart located overhead in the lower level 
animal pens. Sort of a 1850 automation. 

THE FUTURE 

To plan a restoration project you need to know as much about the history of the building as possible. Only 
then it is possible to intelligently approach the project and how best to preserve the historic character of 
what is existing. The House of 7 Gables is a sum of its history. 

The Nethertons are currently refurbishing the house, updating the mechanicals and redoing the interior 
decor to be authentic for the 1850's. At this time, the kitchen, dining room and living room have been 
completed. The bedrooms (with the addition of 4 bathrooms) are next, plus the owners are redoing the 
'"'cell" area as their apartment. 

The rendering of the e:<terior is being used to back date the exterior to its original splendor. The only 
exterior change planned is to add the missing portion of the \Hap around porch as shm.\n on the 
arnbrotype print and replace some horizontal siding (added after a fire in 1970) \\ith the more authentic 
vertical board and batten. Further investigation on the bargeboardltrim issue is being done. 

The eventual plan is to open the house to the public as a Bed and Breakfast. This type of venture will 
allow many to enjoy the way of a yesteryear while preserving a notable part of regional history and 
tv!cHenry county's link v,ith the past. 

Susan and David Netherton 

November, 1996 
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December 18, 1996 

McHenry Co. Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
Gloria Mack/Municipal Liaison & Public Relations 

Immediately after our last meeting I contacted the State oflllinois Office of Historic 
Preservation and spoke to Amy Slocum. I explained our cosponsoring a County wide 
preservation group meeting and she agreed to attend and be our featured speaker at the 
January 15th meeting. She will discuss the values of a Historic Preservation Ordinance 
and the advantages to Certified Local Government status. 

Also, in reference to the correspondence, with the complied data concerning the Powers
Walker house (MCCD), that I forwarded to Prof Howenstine and Ken Kohler. Update, 
Chairman Kohler has called me twice since he received (Gail's research) and has decided 
to push up discussion on the Greek Revival structure. The house will be on the December 
19, 1996 MCCD meeting agenda. It appears the dilemma is that the barn, adjacent to the 
house, is scheduled for restoration and reuse as a viewing building for "Lost Valley", the 
house is blocking the view. The district would like to move the house to another site. 
Gail and I have discussed this and both feel that to remove the house from the farm site 
would significantly diminish its historic integrity. However, if the district could keep the 
house on the original farmstead site, it would still retain its historic significance. Gail and I 
will attend the MCCD meeting tomorrow night (December 19, 1996). If any other 
Commission members would like to attend, the meeting is held at the MCCD 
headquarters in Glacial Park. 

I spoke to Barbara Nueske, Shallimar, regarding the private road, lined with pine trees. 
She informed me that the Shallimar Association will be meeting on January 8, 1997. She 
will contact me to let me know if we will be put on the agenda. She also would like 
someone to attend that could direct them in any special care for the trees that might help 
them survive. What Commission members would like to attend this meeting?? 

Information only, The City of McHenry has received a $500,000. grant to restore the 
Powers-Mass horse barn on McCullom Lake Road. Our Commission has been called on 
several times regarding the Barn, since I initially spoke to the City Council when they were 
considering residing it with aluminum. Clerk Althoff has called me on two separate 
instances, once to find a siding expert and recently a historic preservation architect 
Thanks to Gail Drab ant who provided me with the names of experts in these areas and I 
passed them on to the City. I would also like to note that the State of Illinois Office of 
Historic Preservation was also very helpfitl to the City 



MCHENRY COUNT'! HISTORIC PRESE.RVA TION COMMISSION 

12/18/96 -Committee Report- Gail Drabant 

COMMUNICA T/ONS: 

OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP: 

The OHSG had an excellent program in November titled, "Basements - Common Problems 
from Cracks to Support". This brought out the more handy and technical people of our group. 
We were informed of not only traditional methods to address these problems, but also of the 
use of modern techniques and materials that can also produce excellent results. 

In December, we will be meeting in Woodstock for an Open House at a grand Queen Anne 
Victorian, the "Charles Wright" house. This 1894 house is complete with all of the original 
elaborate details. 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Work is progressing on a revision for republication of the Commission's brochure. This is 
basically the same except we are changing the illustrations to structures that we have more 
recently landmarked. 

Also, a rev1s1on is in the works for the Comprehensive Landmark List. Both the revised 
brochure and revised Comprehensive Landmark List will be available for the Joint Historical 
Group's meeting in January. 

MCCD Greek Revival Restoration: 

The Powers-Walker house is the Greek Revival house in Glacial Park that was built in 1854 
by Elon Powers. Another significant owner of this house was Samuel Walker. Elon and Mary 
Powers settled here on the original claim from the United States government (claimed filed in 
1848) and raised their 5 children in this house before later retiring to a house in Richmond. 
Samuel Walker owned much of what is now Glacial Park including the Kames, the bog and 
the portion that later was owned by the Weidrich brothers. 

The study to determine the future status of this house will be discussed as part of MCCD's 
agenda at their board meeting tomorrow night. 

Available at tonight's meeting are the new pictures of the house taken after the later siding 
was removed. 

/ 
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McHenry County Histone Preservation Commission 
c/o McHenry County Dept. of Planning & Development 

2200 North Seminary- Woodstock, IL 60098 
815- 334- 4560 
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December 19, 1996 

Mr. Jay Filler 
Board Member Strahorn Library 
118 E. Washington Street 
Marengo, Illinois 60152 

Dear Mr. Filler, 

On October 18, 1996 an article titled Marengo library may be history appeared in the Northwest 
Herald. The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission considered this issue at its 
regularly scheduled meeting on December 18, 1996. After open discussion, the Commission 
recognized the historical significance of the structure. 

As you know, may of our County's most precious landmarks are disappearing. It is, therefore, 
most critical that we do everything possible to conserve our local history for future generations. 
The Commission has recommended the preservation of the Strahorn Library building. 

We look forward to hearing from you in the near future. The Commission would be happy to 
send a representative to you library meetings or to have you attend our meetings to further 
discuss this matter. 

Sincerely, 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

By, -------------------------------
Mr. James Keefe, Chairman 

cc: Maggie Smith, Director 
Strahorn Library 
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McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

c/o McHenry County Dept. of Planning & Development 
2200 North Seminary- Woodstock, IL 60098 

8!5- 334-4560 
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Date: December 18, 1996 

To: McHenry County Conservation District 

From: McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

Re: The Powers -Walker House 

On December 18, 1996, at its regularly scheduled meeting and after open discussion of 
pending issues relating to the preservation of the Powers- Walker House, the McHenry County 
Preservation Commission has recommended that the McHenry County Conservation District 
save that residence and not remove the structure from the original site due to its historical 
significance. The Commission did not make any recommendation regarding demolition, 
preservation or removal of the barns located on the site. 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

2-
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