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1993 was a busy and productive year for the McHenry County Historic 
PreservationCommission. The Commissioners, with the invaluable support of Jim 
Hogue, the principle planner in the McHenry County Planning and Development 
Department, achieved their goals. 

Commissioner John Jurewicz designed an insignia which was to be used on all 
Commission newsletters and letterhead. In February of 1993 the Commission 
unanimously approved the design as the Commissions logo. (See Appendix A) 

The "Commission" completed and submitted to the County Board its Historic 
Preservation Plan, by laws and nomination form in early 1993. 
Approval of the Plan, by laws and nomination form was conferred in February 1993. 

In the spring of 1993 the "Commission" applied for a property tax freeze for its 
designated landmarks. The application was approved. The 12 year program consists 
of an eight year freeze with 4 years of graduated increases. The program criteria 
stipulates that a specific dollar amount must be spent on restoration to qualify for the 
program. (A copy of the Tax Freeze criteria is on file in Planning and 
Development) 

Also in the spring of 1993 the "Commission" submitted a "Certified Local 
Government" application to the state Historic Preservation Office. The application 
was completed by John Dalton, commissioner/attorney. The Commission received 
approval of their application from the United States Department of the Interior in 
December 1993. (A full copy of the approved Certified Local Government 
application is available in Planning and Development.) 

In May of 1993, during National Historic Preservation week, the Commission hosted 
a County wide conference for all historic groups. The program was held at the Farm 
Bureau in Woodstock. Commissioner Jim Keefe presented his program on historic 
Woodstock and speakers (not exclusive) included Nancy Fike, Rick McGrath, AI 
Kramka, and Chris Gallagher. Refreshments were served and a social hour concluded 
the evening. 

In accordance with the commissions preservation plan a "Commission" newsletter, 
which is called, The Chronicle has been published. (See Appendix B). 

An offshoot of the Commission is the "McHenry County Old House Support Group". 
The group publishes its own newsletter and presently has approximately 300 
members. Commissioner Richard McGrath founded this group and is its leader. 
They too, have had an extraordinary busy year, providing support and programs for 
owners of vintage homes. (See Appendix C). 

The Survey sub-committee, under the chairmanship of AI Kramka, continued to 
survey historic structures and make recommendations of possible landmarks. 

The first nomination for landmark status for McHenry county was submitted in May 
of 1993 by Frederick Stresen-Reuter II, owner. Nominated was the TRYON 
GROVE FARM, circa 1840, home of Captain Charles Tryon. The house is Italinate 
in style and has been restored in compliance with the Secretary of Interior Standards 
for Rehabilitation, The cross gabled home appears to be mostly intact. It is located 



in unincorporated Richmond where it is easily seen and recognizable . It is an 
excellent example of a farmstead will all the outbuildings that remain in very good 
condition. The original farmstead consisted of several hundred acres, the current 
farmstead of forty acres is considerably smaller. The remaining acreage is essential 
to preserve the farmsteads context and to maintain its visibility. The "Commission" 
unanimously approved the nomination on June 8, 1993. 

Due to a severe storm in the county that damaged some of the Tryon Grove Farm, 
landmarking was postponed until September 19, 1993. Invitations were sent and 
approximately 60 guest attended. Planning and Development Chairman Donna 
Schaefer led the Pledge to the Flag, Commission Chairman Gloria Reinhardt Mack 
welcomed the assembled, State Representative Ann Hughes and State Senator Dick 
Klemm spoke. The plaque was presented by County Board Chairman Diane Klemm. 
Frederick Stresen-Reuter opened his home for refreshments and tours. (See 
Appendix D) 

The Commission has approved for landmark status the John Walkup House located in 
unincorporated Crystal Lake. This house is one of the most historically and 
architecturally significant structures still existing in McHenry County. It is only one 
of two remaining structures in McHenry County with Cobblestone facing. The house 
remains essentially unchanged since it's original construction in 1856 with only the 
addition of indoor plumbing and electricity at the turn of the century. The 
nomination was made by Michael Walkup, a descendent, and the owners are Mary 
and Leonard Bodner. (See Appendix E) 

Also approved for landmark status is the Diggins School, built in 1914. The 
structure is not only in excellent condition but its original interior and exterior 
features are almost entirely intact. The bell tower and been removed but the original 
bell stands next to the driveway and the owner wishes to restore the tower and the 
old bell to its rightful place. The school is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Maloney. (See 
Appendix F) 

Development in McHenry County is expected to continue. Rural subdivisions, the 
expansion of the municipalities, hold potential for the continued loss of structures and 
landscapes. In light of the development trends, there is a need for governments to 
protect these resources through public education, the development of a realistic set of 
regulations and incentives for the renovation and remodeling of privately held 
structures, and a plan for guiding development which takes into consideration the 
cultural and aesthetic resources of McHenry County. 

Growth is not to be denigrated; indeed, lack of growth would be a matter of concern. 
It is rapid, unprecedented growth that creates problems - specifically and especially 
when that growth is inimical to the existing quality of life. Problems arise from 
increased traffic, commercial strips, over crowding, demands on schools, police, and 
health services, and, not least of all, loss of some of the finest agricultural land in 
the United States. 

The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission is committed to creating a 
balanced perspective for the county. To help preserve that which is best and support 
a county wide coordinated effort to identify and protect valuable sites and structures 
before development encroaches upon them. 

cc: State of lllinois Historic Preservation Office 
Attention: Amy Slocum 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND D.EVELOPMENT 
McHENRY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER- ANN(:X BUILDING A 

2200 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE 
WOODSTOCK. IL 60098 

ZONING 

PLANNING 

·ENGINEERING 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

June 27, 1994 

Ms. Amy Slocombe 
Local Government Services Manager 
I.H.P.A. 
Old State Capitol 
Springfield, Illinois .tl270 1 

· Dear Ms. Slocombe, 

815/334-4560 
FAX# 815/337-3720 MAPPING 

PERMITTING 

oRAFftNGJ~-RAPHICS 
FLOOD/SOilS ANALYSIS 

Enclosed please fm<;la copy of the 1993AnnJial Report for The McHenry County Historic . 
Preservation Conunission. This docui)lent~ the activities of the Conunission over the lasr · 
year. 

I believe this satisifies one of the requirement$ of the agreement between McHenry County 
-and The I.S.H.P.A. . . ' . 

Should you have any questions or com~erns feel free to contact me·· at (815) 334-4560. 
• - ' ••• < ,. ''•' --· -. 

~ · .. 

_.,,,..... ~i~On• 
1\ifcHenry County :Historic· Pre&ervation Conunission 
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Gois Historic .· 
·---· Preservation Agency 

II ! II Old State Capitol • Springfield, l!linois 62701 • (217) 7 82-4836 

Dianne Klemm 
Chairman 
McHenry County Board 
2200 North Seminary 
Woodstock. IL 60098 

Dear Ms. Klemm: 

May 14. 1993 

Thank you for your letter of March 15. 1993 requesting 
approval of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Ordinance 
for the Property Tax Assessment Freeze Program. I have reviewed 
the ordinance and have determined that it is consistent with the 
program regulations and is hereby approved. 

Properties designated as landmarks. and properties 
contributing to the character of a preservation district 
designated under this ordinance are eligible to apply for the 
assessment freeze program. Please keep our office informed of 
local designations as they are implemented. 

Please feel free to contact Michael Ward at 217/785-5042 if 
you have any questions. 

Sincerely. 

~?f:.J~ 
Director 

SM: le 

cc: Gloria Mack 

Printed on Recycled Paper c 



June 1, 1993 

Michael Ward 
Local Government Services Coordinator 
Old State Capitol 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Re: McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

The County of McHenry, McHenry County Historic 
Commission, hereby submits its application to become a Certified 
Local Government as provided for in the National Historic 
Preservation Amendments Act of 1980. 

The McHenry County Historic Commission has satisfied 
the minimum requirements for certification as spelled out in the 
Illinois Procedures for the Certified Local Government Program. 
Accompanying this letter are all the documents as requested on 
the application for certification. Should you need any addition
al materials or have any questions, please call Gloria Mack, 
Chairperson of the McHenry County Historic Commission, at 
815/344-1496. 

Sincerely, 

Dianne Klemm, Chairman 
McHenry County Board 
2200 N. Seminary 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098 



September 10, 1993 

Michael Ward 
Local Government Services Coordinator 
Old State Capitol 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Re: McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

The County of McHenry, McHenry County Historic 
Commission, hereby submits its application to become a Certified 
Local Government as provided for in the National Historic 
Preservation Amendments Act of 1980. 

The McHenry County Historic Commission has satisfied the 
minimum requirements for certification as spelled out in the 
Illinois Procedures for the Certified Local Government Program. 
Accompanying this letter are all the documents as requested on the 
application for certification. Should you need any additional 
materials or have any questions, please call Gloria Mack, Chairper
son of the McHenry County Historic Commission, at 815/344-1496. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Dianne Klemm, Chairman 
McHenry County Board 
2200 N, Seminary 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098 



~ois Historic 
·---· Preservation Agency 

1!!11 Old State Capitol • Spdngfield, Illinois 62701 • (217) 782-4836 

Dianne Klemm, Chairman 
McHenry County Board 
2200 N. Seminary 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

Dear Chairman Klemm: 

October 5, 1993 

Our office has received McHenry County's request for 
Certified Local Government status, as provided for by the 
National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980. After 
reviewing the information that your office provided, we have 
determined that McHenry County meets the requirements for 
Certified Local Government. 

Enclosed is a written agreement setting forth the county's 
responsibilities as a Certified Local Government. These are the 
same responsibilities set forth in the state regulations for 
Certified Local Governments, and that you attested to in your 
letter requesting certification. Please sign the agreement and 
forward it to our office. When the agreement has been signed by 
you and the State Historic Preservation Officer, it will be 
forwarded, along with the county's application, to the National 
Park Service for final review. You will be notified directly by 
the National Park Service of their decision. 

We are pleased to have McHenry County participate in the 
Certified Local Government program. Our office looks forward to 
working with you and the historic preservation commission in the 
coming year. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 217/785-
5042 if our office can be of any assistance. 

MW:jh 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Ward 
Local Government Services 
Coordinator 

Printed on Recycled Paper 



~ois Historic 
·---· Preservation Agency 

II! II Old Stato Capitol • Springfidd, Illinois 62701 • (217) 782-4836 

October 5, 1993 

Gloria Mack 
P.O. Box 204 
Ringwood, IL 60072 

Dear Ms. Mack, 

Thank you for sending McHenry County's application for Certified 
Local Government (CLG) status. After reviewing the application, 
I have determined that McHenry County meets the requirements of 
the CLG program. 

I would like to clarify a point in the application under 
Compliance with Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Division 
of Preservation Services, Requirements for Certification of Local 
Governments. On the first page of that section, it states that 
McHenry County's preservation was enacted pursuant to the 
Historic Preservation Areas Act. This act is for municipalities, 
not counties. The authorization for counties is given in the 
County Historic Preservation Act (Chapter 55, IL Rev. Stat., par 
5-30). The ordinance does cite the county enabling legislation 
on page 6, in Article II, The Historic Preservation Commission. 
I just wanted to bring that to your attention. 

Our office will be sending a CLG agreement to the Chairman of the 
McHenry County Board, of which you will receive a copy. After 
the agreement is signed by the Chair and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, our office will forward it to the National 
Park Service for approval. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 
217/785-5730. 

Congratulations! 

Sincerely, 

~51;;~ 
Amy Slocornbe 
Local Government Services 
Manager 

Printed on Recycled Paper 



R-9311-2200-205 

RESOLUTION 

Certified Local Government Agreement 

WHRERAS, The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission has applied to 

become a Certified Local qovernment as provided for in the National Historic 

Preservation Amendments Act of 1980; and, 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that The McHenry County Historic Preservation 

Commission has satisfied the minimum requirements for certification as spelled out in the 

Illinois Procedures for the Certified Local Government Program; and, 

WHEREAS, in order for this application to be further processed the attached agreement 

needs to be signed by the Chief Elected Official; and, 

WHEREAS, · this agreement was reviewed by the Planning and Development Committee 

on October 15, 1993 and was given conditional approval based upon review by the States 

Attorney ' s Office and the word "local" be changed to "County" in the agreement; and, 

WHEREAS, these conditions have been satisfied; 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Chief Elected Official is hereby directed to 

sign the Certified Local Government Agreement between McHenry County and the 

Illinois State Historic Preservation Office. 
ft .• '"';· ~ - . -~- .) -~ -~ '· . ·i ... ,. . . . 

DATED at W~odst~ck , IHin(irs,·'i . t~i s ... ~_l.2.tcl __ day of __ li2.Y~Il!l>~£ .... ,_ __ ..,.,' 1993 



CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

MCHENRY COUNTY 
AND 

THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

o t< IGifV" L 

McHenry County, in consideration of having been granted Certified 
Local Government status, agrees to carry out the following 
responsibilities as a Certified Local Government, in cooperation 
with the State Historic Preservation Office of the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency: 

1. Enforce the County Historic Preservation ordinance for the 
designation and protection of County historic properties; 

2 . Maintain an adequate and qualified historic preservation 
commission established by County ordinance; 

3. Maintain a system for the survey and inventory of historic 
properties; 

4 . Provide for adequate public participation in the local 
historic preservation program; 

5. Review and comment upon nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places for properties within its jurisdiction, and, 
within 60 days of receiving the nominations, submit to the State 
Historic Preservation Office the written recommendations of the 
Commission and Chief Elected Official - as to whether the property 
meets the criteria of the National Register; 

6. Submit an annual report to the State Historic Preservation 
Officer of the historic commission's activities during the past 
year, within 60 days of the end of the locq.J government's fiscal 
year; 

7. Be represented at least one infor'!ll(;ltio,n meet:.ing per year 
pertaining - t ·o the _w_ork and functions ·of t 'he Commission or 
historic preserva_tion·; ·· 

8. Monitor and notify the State Historic Preservation Office . o~ ~ 
any actual or · p~opqs_ed O:emolition or actual or prop6sed major 
alteration i3:ffect:ip9" ""'any~·_;r.ti;6perty within its jurisdiction listed · 
on the Ill ihoijs R~~i-~)::e:r: 0bf Historic Places or National Register . 
of Historic -Pl:as:_e'E\:; ·- : ·· · · 

....... ' 



9. Be responsible, in the case of nominations for historic 
districts, for verifying the names of owner of properties within 
the historic district, and providing for a public information 
meeting at mutually agreeable times and locations; 

10. Carry out the general program procedures as outlined in 
"Certification and Transfer of Local Share of Historic 
Preservation Allocation to Local Governments". 

November 23, 1993 
(Chief Elected Official) Date 

(State Historic Preservation Officer) Date 



United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL OFFICE 
12795 W. ALAMEDA PARKWAY 

®- Ill 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H36 (RMR-PR) 

Ms. Diane Klemm, Chairman 
McHenry County Board 
2200 N. Seminary 
Woodstock, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Klemm: 

- II 

P.O. BOX 25287 
DENVER, COLORADO 80225-0287 

We have received and reviewed your Certified Local Government Request and 
Certification Agreement for the county of McHenry, Illinois, from the Illinois 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) . In accordance with both State and 
Federal regulations pertaining to Local Government Historic Preservation 
programs, we concur with the SHPO's recommendation that the county of McHenry 
qualifies as a Certified Local Government. 

Thank you for your past and ongoing efforts to encourage historic preservation 
in Illinois. 

Programs 

cc: 
William L. Wheeler, Associate Director, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, 

Old State Capitol, Springfield, Illinois 62701 
Amy Slocombe, Manager, Local Government Services, Illinois Historic 

Preservation Agency, Old State Capitol, Springfield, Illinois 62701 
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MEETING DATES FOR 1993 
 
 

January 19, 1993 
 

February 16, 1993 
 

March 16, 1993 
 

April 20, 1993 
 

May 11, 1993 
 

June 8, 1993 
 

July 13, 1993 
 

August 3, 1993 
 

September 14, 1993 
 

October 12, 1993 
 

November 9, 1993 
 

December 14, 1993 
 
 

SMFoley
Text Box
MEETING                             CANCELLED



Euw.ARD I. RoTHSGlllJ.TJ, P .C. 
NORHAN ,J. BARRY, P.G. 
WILLIAM G. ]\fvims, P.G. 
MELV1N I. ~hSIIJUN 
JoHN ,J. CoFFEY III 
JOSEPH P. DELLA MARI.A, ,JR. 
ROOHR ,J, GUERIN 
}bCIIAEL J. "\\TALL 

DANIEL CU.f!U.UNOS 

CHRISTOPHER G, \\TALSH, JR. 
RENNE'l'Jl P. TAUVE 
JoNATHAN E. RoTl:lSCHILD 
ALAN S. MADANS 

Mr. Mike Ward 

LAW Ollll}(',ES 

RoTHSCHILD, BARRY & MYERS 
A P AltTNF.RSIUP LNCUJDlNG PROl'ESSIONAL CORPORATIONS 

Xmwx CENTIW, SunE 3900 

55 WEsT MoNRoE STREET 

CmcAGo, ILLINOis OOB03·5012 

(312} 372·2345 

January 21, 1993 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Old state capitol 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Dear Mr. ward: 

:MARY T •. MEEGAN 

JOHN G. DALTON 
JonN A. RNIOIIT 
l{EVIN J. MoonE 

PIIILIP B. I{URLAND 

COUNSEL 

FAGSUULE! 

(312) 37 2·23~0 

I am writing on behalf of the McHenry County Historic 
Preservation commission. We are interested in obtaining copies 
of model ordinances to enact tax abatements, or "freezes", for 
landmark properties. Also, we are interested in models or 
examples of municipal historic preservation ordinances. If you 
can provide either of the above, we would appreciate it. 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. 

Please do not hesitate to call if you have any ques
tions or comments. 

Very truly yours, 

John G. Dalton 

JGD:bab / 
co: Gloria Mack, Chairperson \1 
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Ms. Susan Moge:rman 
Director 

March 15, 1993 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Old State Capitol 
springt'i.eld, Illinois 62701 

,Dear Ms • Magerman: 

P.12/13 

As the chief elected official of McHenry County, on 
behalf of the McHenry County Board and the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission, it is my pleasure to make 
application for approval of the attached MCHenry County Historic 
Preservation Ordinance under the Illinois State Property Tax 
Assessment Freeze Program. 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any ques
tions or comments, or call the Chairperson of the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission, Gloria Mack, whose address and 
phone number are shown below. 

co: Gloria Mack, Chairperson 

Very truly yours, 

Dianne Klemm 
Chairman 
McHenry County Board 

McHenry County Historic Preservation commission 
5109 North Ridgeway 
Ringwood, Illinois 60072 
815/344-1496 (work) 
815/344-9416 (fax) 
8~5/653-7131 (home) 



• 
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Illinois Historic 
"'---"' Preservatiou Agency 

Old State Capitol • Springfield, Illinois 62701 • (217) 782-4836. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION IN THE PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT FREEZE PROGRAM 

PA 82-1023, ~n amendment to the Revenue Act of 1939, became effective in 
1983. The law provides a tax incentive for owners of single family residences 
who substantially rehabilitate their property. The law also provides for the 
approval of local! historic preservation ordinances in order to make locally 
designated properties eligible, and for the approval of local historic 
preservation programs for full participation in administration of the Act. 
Departmental regulations under which the program operates are enclosed. 

The benefit to the homeowner provided by the Act is a freeze on the 
assessed valuation of his/her property at the level it was when rehabilitation 
began, for a period of eight years. After this, the valuation will be 
gradually increased over a four year period to an amount based upon current 
fair market value. To qualify for this incentive, the following requirements 
must be met: 

1. the home must be single family and owner occupied 
2. the home must be designated as historic (listed on the National 

Register, Illinois Register, or designated under an approved 
ordinance). Individually designated properties qualify 
automatically. Properties within historic districts must be 
certified by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency Director as 
contributing to the character of the district. 

3. at least 25% of the fair cash value of the home (a figure determined 
by the assessor) must be spent in.an approved rehabilitation (one 
that meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards) 

4. the rehabilitation is substantial (defined as "a rehabilitation 
project that provides a visible community benefit that enhances or 
improves the condition of the historic building and involves, at a 
minimum, the exterior of the historic building") 

Of interest to local commissions are the provisions for an approved local 
ordinance. and for becoming an approved local government. Before going into 
an explanation of the requirements. it is important to stress that the 
Property Tax Assessment Freeze is a separate and distinct program, and it 
should not be confused with the Certified Local Government Program (CLG) or 



MAR 15 '93 15•12 ROTHSCHILD BARRY & MYERS P.10/13 

-2-

the certification of ordinances for the Economic Recovery Tax Act (ERTA). 
Information concerning these program may be obtained from the Preservation 
Services Division, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. 

By having. your local preservation ordinance approved for the Property Tax 
Assessment Freeze, you will enable owners of locally designated properties not 
on the ~atfonal or Illinois Registers to participate in the program. The 
following is a list of elements that your local ordinance must contain in 
order to qualify as an approved ordinance: 

1. authori~ation for historic preservation (under the Illinois Historic 
Areas Preservation Act, the Illinois Zoning Enabling Act, or the 
flome Rule section of the Illinois Constitution) 

2. a statement of purpose 
3. establishment of an historic review commission with 

a. at least five members 
b. demonstrated expertise in preservation related fields 
c, staggered terms of office for members 
d. scheduled meetings at least-fOur times per year 

4. criteria for designation of landmarks an~/or historic districts 
consistent with the National Register criteria 

5. a process for the designation of landmarks and/or historic districts 
6. a definition of actions meriting review by the historic review 

commission which shall include demolitions and major alterations 
7. standards and criteria for review of actions within the jurisdiction 

of the historic review commission 
8. procedural due process 

Communities may also opt to become Approved Local Governments under the 
Act. Communities so designated will have complete responsibilities for 
rehabilitation projects within their jurisdiction. This will include review 
of all rehabilitations to insure compliance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards, verification that 25~ of the fair cash value has been 
spent in the rehabilitation and approving the final application for a 
Certificate of Rehabilitation. In these communities, the role of the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency will be to certify properties within'historic 
districts as contributing to the character of the district, and to review the 
final record of the project submitted by the Approved Local Government. In 
the latter case, the Director of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
reserves the right to disallow the Certificate if he feels that program 
requirements have not been met. Requirements for Approved Local Government 
status include: 

1. enforce legislation for the designation of historic buildings 
2, have an Approved Local Ordinance 
3. maintain a historic review commission that, in addition to previous 

requirements: is represented at at least one preservation 
related meeting/workshop/seminar per year, transmits an annual 



March 24, 1993 

Ms. Diane Klemm 
McHenry Counry Board Chairperson 
McHenry County Board 
McHenry County Government Center 
Woodstock, Illinois 60098 

Dear Diane: 

I have enclosed for your convenience and execution correspondence 
related to The State of Illinois Tax Assessment Freeze program for 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission's landmarks. Also, 
enclosed is a copy of the McHenry County Historic Preservation Ordinance 
and a copy of PA 82-1023 mentioned in the correspondence. 

The tax freeze, me·ntioned, is in effect for 8 years. This incentive for 
individuals to landmark their property presents them with a benefit to 
offset some of the disadvantages of having landmark status. 

To date we have finalized our Plan, Rules and Procedures, and Nomination 
form. We are presenting the aforementioned to the Planning and 
Development subcommittee on April 2nd. We have not be able to plaque 
any landmarks as our Plan, and Nomination form must be approved by the 
County Board prior to beginning landmarking. We hope to landmark our 
first property by May 1, 1993. 

The property that will be our charter landmark is the Kennedy Station, 
located between Woodstock and Harvard. This property complies with our 
criteria and truly is an example of McHenry Counties rural past. We 
will be submitting this property to the County Board for approval ASAP. 

It would truly be the commission's honor if you would ever have time to 
attend one of our meetings. We meet the third Tuesday of every month, 
at 7:30, in the Government Center Annex conference room. 

If you have any questions or comments please call me. 

Respectfully, 

Gloria G. Mack 

McHenry County Historic 
Preservation Commission Chair. 

GGM/hmj 



April 23, 1993 

Dear Al, 

Just a note to ask you if you might be able to bring some 
samples of plaques to our next meeting. I know we have 
discussed the bronze plaque, if you might bring a sample of that 
one I would appreciate Lt. I will put "plaques" on the agenda 
and hopefully we can vote and approve our choice. 

In have been thinking about the situation with other historic 
groups. It was brought up at the meeting that perhaps we might 
exchange minutes with the other groups. I am not in favor of 
that direction. I would be willing to attempt to form a council 
with representatives of other historic groups. Perhaps we could 
meet monthly and exchange information. I would also be willing 
to attend the meetings if no one else on the Commission had the 
time or interest. I would hope that eventually we might not 
need a Commission member to attend but perhaps the council might 
appoint someone to attend our meetings as a ex-officio member. 
Our meeting on May 13th might be an opportunity to introduce 
that suggestion 

Let me know your ideas on thisa 



May 26, 1993 

Ms. Chris Gallager 
3307 Sherwood 
Spring Grove, Illinois 60081 

Ms. Gallager: 

The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission would like to 
express our support and encouragement in your efforts to preserve 
Memorial Hall, 10308 Main Street, Richmond Illinois. 

As you know the "Commission" jurisdiction encompasses only the 
unincorporated areas of McHenry County. However, if Memorial Hall was 
not in the municipality of Richmond it would certainly be landmarked by 
the Commission. 

Memorial Hall has the character and value that signifies the heritage 
and the cultural characteristics of the community of Richmond Illinois. 

Memorial Hall embodies the design, detailing, materials and 
craftsmanship that render it architecturally significant. It's unique 
location, on the main artery thru Richmond, establishes it as familiar 
visual feature. Finally, Memorial Hall establishes a sense of time and 
place unique to Richmond Illinois that is irreplaceable. 

McHenry County is one of the fastest growing counties in Illinois. 
Preservation is essential to help create a balanced prespective of what 
is good for the county. We must also be careful that all that is 
historically significant is not buried under urban srpawl. 

Be advised that McHenry County Historic Commission continues to support 
all your efforts concerning the preservation of Memorial Hall. 

Yours Truly, 

IICHENRY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COlllfiSSION 

Gloria G. Mack 

Chairperson 



MEMORIAL HALL 
A Center for Arts, Education, and Community 

10308 Main Street, Richmond, Illinois 815-678-2510 
P.O. Box 311, Spring Grove, Illinois 815-675-6524 

May 28,1993 

Gloria G. Mack 
McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
5109 N. Ridgeway 
Ringwood, IL 60072 

Dear Gloria, 

Thanks very much for your letter in support of the Memorial Hall project. I spoke to Benjamin' Handy 
down at the Chicago office of the National Trust artd he said we would know something by August. This 
grant would provide funding to develop a phased restoration plan, with a capital improvement and an 
operating budget for each phase. 

I enjoyed meeting getting to put some faces with names at the meeting up at Farm Bureau and hope to 
see you again soon. 

Thanks again for your help and have a great summer! 

Sincerely'; 
/ .tj / 

\_j(Lt -;:i(~.( 
Chris tina ?ca gher f) 
President 

1 

CJ·eative A1'is Center of Nippersink 
A not-for-profit corporation 
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SP~GF!El_O OFFJCE: 
!24 STATE CAPITOL 
~!:1R!N(i~E:LD. tWNOIS 62706 
.. ,7:782-8000 

DISTRICT OFFiCE: 

3 W. CRYSTAL L;KE AVENUE 
CRYSTAL l.'<KE_ llll!'<OIS 600g 
8151455-6330 (VO!CE-TDD\ 
8!5C455-S284 (FAX) -

!ll!NO!S GENE!lA~ .;SSE!-!BLY 

DICK KLEMM 
SENATOR- ~'ID DIS'iRICT 

~c=or~le Ji~ ~Cga~ 
c-c~J"'e:::-::.c::-, State of Illi:r::.cis 
207 St.c.t.e ~C\.1.5e 

I.t has bee!: b::'<:;l.!·_;h.L. tc rrry att.c::~icn 
Wocd.s~cc~~ c!l s~..::::. .. :iay, Septe'G:Lce2:' 1.9 . 

COMMrrrEES: 

COM~t£RCE & t:-;Qt;STRY 
V!CE-S?OKES~t,;:-; 

EXECUTIVE 

"ffiANSPORTAT!ON 

Augusl:. 27, 1 qo ~ _.,...,.._ 

!f ycu do ol~~ tc be in t~e area and c~ work iL into your 
h - ~---,.:::::.. T -- I~ ... .:l .. c. w ~ ..... -·.:...=. .. ._. ,..,c-~~1.;; ~ ,__....,. sc -=C:L.:..-._ 1 _ wou_a .L~-'"1.- -...o -·-·•v.;.~.- ..... ycu., O!.....:.. ..... ._.:..-.;o._.:... 01... ~_.~..:.e 

Mc£enx-y CounCy Eistoric Prese~v~~ion C~~.ission, to atte~d 
the landmarki~g ceremony of the Tryon G=ove F~~ at 2:00 
p.m., Sunday, September lS~ Tryon Grov~ ?a~ is locateC at 
the co~e~ of T~fon G~ove Road and G=e~wood Road. 

Included in the dedication are ~ 'itali~ate house, all 
oucbuileincs ~ci ~0 acres of 2dio~~;na land~ This is the 
first lar~~~ki~c of the CcwmisSion s~~ce it ~gas formed in 
l9~l at th; dirs~~ive cf the McEenry County 3oard. 

Please ies~ond to my Cistrict office tc let me ~ow of your 
plans. YoUr attendance wou.lci rnai-ce ..... 'h; s an extra special 
occasion for ever~one involved. Eo9e ycu can rna~e it. 

DK:fj 

sn~e:y/ 

~ 
Dick Klerru.u. 

·-



""'' .,..,, V'J 
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SPffllt;AEU> OFFICE: COMMJ"ITEES: 
12~ Sf ATE CAPITOL 
0 0R!NGFIEJ.1). !I.LINO[S 62706 

.'1782-8000 

DISTRICT OFFICE! 

COMMERCE&: INDUSTRY 
VICE-SPOKESMAN 

EXECUTIVE 

TRAi'lSF'ORTA TION 

3 W_ CRYSIAL L.A.KE AVE'IUE 
CRYSIAL l..o.l<E- IWNOIS 600H 
815/455-6330 (VO!CE-TDD) 
815/455-82S'+ (f."..'() -

DICK KLEMM 
SE."'ATOR • 32NO DISTRICT 

Ms. Glc::.-:.a.. G .. M.:c;.ck, C:lairmar .. 
Mct...-,:::.":""'"1~.·\..- Cour ...... v -=-~ -+--oM c -- --~- . -'-...... ~':' .... -:-----
P~ese~v~tlO~ Co~ss~cn 

P.O_ :Sex 204 
P~~qwocC, !lli=cis 60072 

De a::_- ~!.s . Mack: 

1993 

Th:="~ ycu for tJ::.e kind ~ nvit2.tion to join you C!!. Sinday, 
Se!;)t.embe~ l9 at 2:: 0 a p.m... fer t.b.e l~C!narki::g cf the Tcyon. 
Grave Fa-"'7.1.. 

u us-c. -wa:i."i: you to k:n.o~; that this e" ... re.;:_t is Ol! !l'I1'- calendar; 
I'm look~ng fcrw-~d to see;ng eve~one the~a. 

~1so, at your req~est 1 Irve invited C~vernor Edgar (~ee 
e!:!..Clos-t.Ire) and -.;;v-ill share his response wit.h you. 

P._s;a.in. 1 thanks for t.hi t"l1ci t"rg ta ~ t"l.Clud..e me ~ ':""'~. your 
celebration. 

DK:fj 
enclosure 

·m 
Dick Kle= 

· .. 

• 
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oration be,..,..,nl;be 
distr!<:J< and ii>di\-id~ ,_ 
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·Steve Weller' . 
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c:::?' . . . . . . . .. :_ .. :_ . . .. ·., .. 
c==JAYSIDE 

Af'-...e: ~ l\0\l.!$ <ii,.~g 
the m.e.tter ~~t thc:rosclve:; 
and. MCCD ro:presen~tive~; ~ 
Ya.~ ftd. th111· ba~ m.ade the 

. ri§::i:l't d-<>cis'".or!.... 
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,; .. ~--,_,_. 
?.AM!C2-:::5-
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- .... ·:· 
"-----------/, . 

'------'-------~ ·"' 

ftt.rm- ""!.!:! t= .. :u~~;:· a. 1cga.cy fu( "Nov..·, I can sleep at n.IghL 
the f.sm.i!y. r\-~ d;<..:on the birds some pl::u ... -e 

Bt.:t., ~ more i.oYQrtatlt fur r..o &.i" he said.' 
:\fc:Eec..;.· Ctum.ty- r-esidenl'$, it 
will 1~ the ~cr ot e:!.fly The Eil~ f<Xmily teflet::t.¢<! 
I!l2.n uD~ ~.cd. O?"...ri for the: :se:ni:iment t.h;J.t i'- ftlt:h> gU('I(i 
~~ .-<dtmtific !rttJ.Cy. · t~ot.' to de$t.'"!).Y the site.. .wd to 

""I lik= ~e. fhct UJ.az the (.f&n· give ;.ometbing- back to th~ 
i!:•) n.u;::~e fs ~ put to t!ie. CO:CIDI,l1Tity ... 
.lw.d ft,;rr:~·--cr, .. said B.:.J. But... BleODoN.! $:lid it best. 

P..is brother. E:clv.-nrd. I'llllected ''It (the L-wd) has ilie right 
O!! de-o.-r..lcr;:n:n-mt L"t ~ne!'2.L owner _nag.·:..." 

- -· ---- ----------- . . ------



McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
Department of Planning and Development, 2200 North Seminary Avenue Woodstock, IL 60098 (815) 334-4560 

McHenry County Preservation Commission 

James M. Hogue, Principal Planner 

September 3, 1993 

RE: Final report and recommendation of the McHenry County 
Preservation Commission in regard to the John B. Walkup 
House nomination by Michael J. Walkup. 

The John B. Walkup House, the second landmark proposed by the McHenry County 
Preservation Commission, was built of cobblestones from Lake Michigan, on a rubble 
foundation in 1856. 

Only two such houses remain in McHenry County, the other being the Columbus Wallace 
house on Virginia St. in Crystal Lake. 

This fine, old, well preserved Greek Revival Style House is essentially unchanged on the 
outside and little changed on the inside. The most obvious external changes can be seen 
by comparing the present condition of the home with an old 1905 photograph. This 
photograph shows the return cornice work and entablature on the gable ends of the 
structure still intact and the old chimney still rising through the roof on the east end of the 
main structure. The house was also fully shuttered in 1905 and the original porch on the 
south projection was still intact. 

With the exception of these superficial changes, the building remains a delight to look at 
in 1993, and is in an excellent condition. 

Commission members who visited the site agree with Mr. and Mrs. Lenard Bodner, the 
current owners of the property, and Mr. Michael Walkup, the nominator of the property, 
that this structure easily meets at least nine (9) of the fifteen (15) criteria listed in the 
nomination form. Only one criterion need be met to satisfy ordinance requirements for 
nomination. 

The Commission therefore enthusiastically recommends this historic building for 
landmarking. Through it, the memory of John B. Walkup and his family can be kept alive 
for future generations of County residents and visitors. It is not a small matter that John 
B. Walkup was one of the first settlers of the County and the founder of the Town of 
Nunda, now incorporated into the City of Crystal Lake. 

On Tuesday, August 3rd 1993 the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
held a public hearing regarding the nomination of this property as a local landmark. At 
that hearing Mr. Michael Walkup, the nominator, and Mr. Lenard Bodner, owner of the 
property both spoke in favor of the designation. No members of the general public spoke 
against the nomination. 

The findings of the Commission were that nine (9) of the fourteen (14) criteria for local 
landmark designation have been met. The Commission voted unanimously to have this 
property designated as the second local landmark in McHenry County. Attached is a 
portion of the application submitted for review which documents some of the historical 
significance of this structure. 

John Dalton : Jim Keefe : Al Kramka : Rick McGrath : Donna Spicer : John Jurewicz : Nancy Welch 

Gloria Mack. Chairman 



WALKUP HOUSE 

The "'.'lalkup House" is one of the most historically and 
architecturally significant structures still existing in McHenry 
County. A copy of a 1961 article published in the "Crystal Lake 
Herald" which describes the history and condition of the house at 
that time in great detail, is attached and is incorporated herein 
by reference. 

To su=arize, the "Walkuo House" sits on too of a hill on Walkuo 
Road just north of the city of Crystal Lake: It was built in 1856 
by John B. Walc<'..lP, son of Christopher Walkup, one of the first 
settlers in McHenry County and founder of the town of "Nunda n, 
which is now incorporated into ~1e City of Crystal Lake. 

The Walkup House is unique as being one of only two remaining 
st....-uctures in McHenry County built with "cobblestone" facing. We 
have estimated ~~at 60,000 to 80,000 individual rounded stones of 
varying sizes have been placed in perfect straight rows on all 
sides of the building. It is listed in the book, "A Guide to 
Chicago Is Historic Suburbs' On wneels & On Foot' II by Ira J. Bach' 
Swallow Press, Chicago , 1981, pp. 211-213, copy attached. 

The house· remains essentially unchanged since it's original 
construction in 1856, with the addition only of indoor plumbing 
and electricity at the turn of the century, oak flooring in the 
living room in the 1930's, and a modern kitchen installed in the 
1970's. Central air has recently been added and the front porch has 
been restored in the style of the original. 

The grounds cover 5.5 acres surrounding the house, including a barn 
(not the original) and a distinctive horseshoe shaped driveway. 
Approximately 50 mature oak, walnut and pine trees dot the property 
many dating from the time of the original construction. 

The house has been plagued by the Polly crandel Questors and was 
recently featured in their tour of historic homes in Crystal Lake. 

It passed out of the Walkup family in 1972 after the deaths of John 
H. and Ada Walkup, who had lived in the house since World War II. 
Prior to that time it had been owned continuously by descendants of 
Christopher Walkup. 

At the present time the house is surrounded by development in the 
fast growing north Crystal Lake area. It is feared by the Walkup 
family that the house may be considered by some future owner to 
detract from the value of the land as a site for new homes or other 
construction and could be demolished if not given the protection 
afforded by the Ordinance. The present owners are currently 
preparing the property for sale. 



McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
Department of Planning and Development., 2200 North Seminary Avenue Woodstock, IT.. 60098 (815) 33.4-4560 

The initial report and recommendation of the McHenry county 
Historic Preservation commission, in regards to the Diggins 
School, 19017 River Road, Marengo, Illinois. 

The 1914 Diggins school building easily meets nine of the 
fourteen criteria listed in Article III, Section Four of the 
McHenry County Preservation Ordinance. 

Not only is it in excellent condition, but its original interior 
and exterior features are almost entirely intact, thanks to the 
attitude and efforts of Jerry and Sharon Maloney, the current 
resident-owners. Though the bell tower has been removed, the 
original bell stands next to the driveway, and Mr. Moloney has 
expressed an interest in restoring the tower and installing the 
old bell to its rightful place. 

The original narrow bevelled siding remains on the entire 
exterior and seems to be in an excellent condition. The original 
sash for the side windows have been replaced and the facia around 
the windows has been sheathed in metal or vinyl of appropriate 
color. The original sash remain in the front windows. However, 
even the replaced sash and sheathing do not detract from the 
overall, fine appearance of the school. 

on the property remain the old merry-go-round, teeter-totter, 
flagpole and flag. Former students sometimes bring their children 
or grandchildren for a look and a ride. Now, this does help 
establish a sense of time and place unique to the Marengo 
countryside. · 

I , 
Sharon Maloneys grandmother, El1zabeth Schacht, taught at this 
school for a time and the owners have many old pictures that 
testify to the integrity of the school in 1993. 

Diggins school presents an architectural style that is unusual, 
especially in relation to the somewhat "hooded" entry that graces 
the front of the building, and is readily seen by the obse.rver, 
even while just driving by. The school has character that setse 
it off from the average frame, school-house, some of which can 
still be seen throughout the county. 

Therefore, the Historic Preservation Commission recommends this 
unique structure for Landmarking. 

Al Kramka 
Chairman 
Survey Sub-Committee 

John Dalton : Jim Keefe : A1 Kramka : Rick McGrath : Donna Spicer : John Jurewicz : Nancy Welch 

Gloria Mack. Chairman 



The Diggins School was built in 1914 on the comer of River and Standish 
roads in Seneca Township. Its outside structure has remained the same 
except for the removal of the bell tower. The actual bell, however, still 
remains next to the driveway. Many other original features can still be 
found both inside and out. Inside. remain original light fixutres, water 
coolers, desks, and the original chalkboard. Outdoors you will find the 
original teeter totter set, merry-go-round, flagpole and flag! 

We have attempted to keep the school in its original state as we feel it 
has historical importance. Its architectural style is unique on its own 
for school buildings and we have the original blueprints given to us by 
the grandson of the builder. 

We have strong family ties to the house as Jerry's grandfather bought 
the property in 1950 and it has been in the Moloney family since. Also 
my grandmother, Elizabeth Schacht was a school teacher and taught at 
Diggins for a period of time. 

We would like very much to have our horne established in the community 
as a historical landmark not only to preserve our memories but also those 
of who attended the school and still remain in the Marengo area. We often 
have them as visitors either bringing their children or grandchildren and 
we would like to be able to share this piece of history with the rest of 
McHenry County. 

Jerry & Sharon Moloney 



FROM RenovaLars Resource PHONE m. 815 455 1096 Oct. 25 1993 03:42P~I P2 

··-----------------------··~-----------------------------------
To: All Commi~sion Mmtr1bers 

Ft· Otn l 

Just a quick note. 

Given all the spare time that wa all have •• , Wh•n you have • 
chanc•, prior bo our naxt memting on Nov 9th, would you 
review thtt~ 11 Gc.~a\ltiiu ~~nd Hf::;tl•·c..,tmgir·:~n sac-tiont; c:1f OLI)'' 
Pre!;ervation Plan. 

Now that the plan i• finally finished, our appli~ation for 
"Certi. fied l_oc<\1 Governnwmt" i!o I'H~e\rir:g c•::.mplet:lon and the 
pipeline for landmarking •••m• to be filling, this would be 
a gCHJd ·hime fey- 1..\\1;. ·b(.:J lr,:u:)k at: 

··· Wh<01"e we are <A'b 
- What is yet to be done 
-What the priorities ar• 
-Who's doing what. And, 
•. How to m.oke• th!~ IIIO:~I>t o::d' 

of this comfnission 
the time and talents 

Would you give this •oma thought ~nd pe~h•P• jot down wh•re 
you think w• should ba focusing our •nergy. We can di•cus• 
this at November• me•ting. 

Als~·), if ~nyc11ie hat~ a1Jy agendc\ it~m~\; they wi~h diecu~rdm.ed, 

please l.ert me hn•:•w. I wa1'1't tc• bP. sul"'Hl we "'11ow tl.mc.,. 

Ri o::k 



Me Henry County Historic Preservation Commission 

To: All Commission Members 

From: Rick Me Grath 

Date: 11/12/93 

Subject: Whors doing what 

O.K., Here we go ... 

I recognize that we all have a varied and limited amount of 
time and energy to put towards the work of this commission. 
We all also have higher priorities of family, work etc. 

The fact that we've applied for and accepted nomination onto 
this commission implies our commitment to devote some 
portion of our time and energy to this effort. H~~wever, 

probably like yourself, if I am not having some fun with 
this project there are other things I could be doing. 

Having said all this, there are clearly some duties that are 
more fun than others. And while we have a variety of talents 
and preferences we should all be willing to carry our 
portion of the load. to d~~ otherwise either slows the work 
or shifts the burden. 

Currently, my professional work load and other obligations 
allow me the time to work on tl·1is c~~mmission. There are 
periods though, like everyone else, that I sirnply have no 
time to work on cornmission projects. If howeveY, I saw that 
I no longer had the time to wolrk on this commission I feel 
the fair thing for me to do would be to resign my seat for 
someone who had the time. 

To help clearify, at least in my mind, who's doing what and 
how we're progressing I 1 ve itemized the following. If I've 
missed anything please let me know. 

John D. 

John J. 

Liaison, State preservation offices 

Survey Subcommittee; Landmarking nominations; 
Map projmct 



Jim K. Survey Subco1nmittee; Landmarking nominations; 
Map project 

Al K. 

Gloria M. 

Rick M. 

Donna S. 

Betty T. 

Nancy W. 

- Chair, Survey subcommittee; Landmarking 
nomination~ 

Municipalities liaison & program 

Old House Support Group~ Newsletter(s) 

- Preservation Week awards meeting 

- Public Relations 

Survey subcommittee; Landmarking nomination; 
Newsletter contributor 

I would also like to institute a change to the agenda. While 
most of us work in tandem with others on certain projects we 
should all have some specific responsibility within this 
project# I would like each individual to at least make a 
brief comment on the progress ~~f some particular 
responsibility. 

Additionally, I would ask for your cooperation in keeping 
the side talking to a minimum. We need each others attention 
and contribution to what each one of us is saying and 
working on. 

I dont intend to belabor any of these issues but I felt 
needed to be presented. Pardon the formality of a memo. 
felt it best initiated here so that if anyone wished to 
discuss it further we could do so at the next meeting. 

they 
I 

I think we are all fortunate to have the level of talent and 
commitment on this commission that we do have and I'm 
confident we can have moYe fun and get more done~ 

Thanks; 

Rick 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Wed. March 2nd County Historical Society's Historic Sites Committee Meeting. For info. 
815/477-8896. Public invited, 

Thurs. March 3rd 

Mon. March 7th 

Tues March 8th . 

Thurs. March 17th 

Wed March 30th 

Sun. April 

Wed. April 6th 

Thurs. April 7th 

Tues. April 12th 

Mon. April 18th 

Thurs. April 21st 

Wed. March 2nd 

Wed. May 4th 

Thurs. May 5th 

May 9-15 

Tues. May 10th 

Open House Meeting, Trost's. See Newsletter. 

County Historical Society's very popular Sampler Lecture Series entitled 
"Elements of an exiting past". Every Monday for the next eight weeks. 7:30-
9"00 pm, $25.00 members, $30.00 non-members, $6.00 individual program info. 
8 15/923-2267 

County Historic Preservation Commission Meeting. 7:30PM County 
Government Center, Annex building, Seminary Ave. Woodstock. For info. 
815/334-4560. Linda Spates. Pub'lic invited. 

Old house Program meeting, Porches. 
' ' 

Colona! Palmer House Association meeting. 10:30AM, Please call first, Betty 
Wexelburg 815/459-0845 

T.B.A. "Pictures of McHenry's Past" Slide show of the city of McHenry's histo
ry. Info. 815/385-7838 Ms. Smith 

County Historical Society's Historic Sites Committee Meeting. See above 

Open House, Ardelle & Ed Pate, Crystal Lake 

County Historic Preservation Commission Meeting. See above. 

"Algonquin: Once Upon a Town" Part ofthe Sampler series of!ectures span
. so red by the County Historical Society. Presented by Mr. Jeff Jolitz. See 
above. 

Period interior finishes, Anaglipta and Lincrusta 

McHenry Landmarks Commission (City of) 7:30PM at Municiple Bid. 333 S. 
Green St. Info. 815/363-2100 (1st Tues. every mo.) 

County Historical Society's Historic Sites Committee Meeting. See above 

Open House, Gail & Scott Drabant. Richmond 

National Historic Preservation Week. Lots-0-Good stuff planned. Keep your 
calendar open and watch this space for details. 

County Historic Preservation Commission Meeting. See above. 

Sat May 14th FIRST annual McHenry County Historic Preservation Awards Night! • 
Thurs. May 19th Old House Program meeting -window repair/renovation 

June 24-26 and July 1-3 Dole Mansion Tours during the GAla Festival Main Beach Area, Crystal Lake 

Sun. Aug. 28th Colona! Palmer House 5K Run. 7:00-7:30 AM, Registation, 8:00AM start 

Sun. Sept 11th Elgin's Gifford Park Association, Historic District House Walk • 

... If you sponsor, or know of any related events that you would like included on this calendar, please 
let us know. We'll be glad to include it. 815/455-1096 



vicHENRY COUN1Y OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP 
/olume II. No. 1 

n(; l!ott Co/fflf(O/( l!t~taia 
~~ R utoN1f ()fl !lov.tu .......... ........ 
(alft! !lo((/ to l!~rotil Tlur) 

.. Don't D"'tr"Y the EvUknce: Make Tratlrs 
Old buildings w;ually have a number 

>fl=, WlOrigi.nal r=oddings. When it's docid
!d co remove these later changes and rcpro-
iucc the original, (or as close as our lifestyle 
md wallet will allow) tho problem is, what had 
·.r been like:, what was there? 

A common mistalt~ is tO- make all our 
:hanges without gathering any ovidona:. The 
result may not be as authentic as hoped and 
curren c evidence is losr-rc:movcd by car
penters and thrown away in ovcr'mlbicious 
:loan up. How often have I heard of trea

sures found in atticsi windows, woodwork etc. 
Th= arr a numkr of rohmmu. Ofu:n du<:s 

are found on siu: by examining tho "ghosts". 
T dltale variana:s on floor, wall and coiling sur
fa=. Tho best source though is old photos or 
personal recollections of previous owners, 
older neighbors or a loci! resident "historian". 
For mOst current owfu:rs you don it need to 
go baqc.to far to find mostoftheorigin>lhouse. 
From the' Depression to well after WW U there 
was little renovation going on, a!l<i from the 
1920's backicwas not as common·.,. from the 
mid 50's to today. So, if you can get"" far back 
as the 50's you've: recovered most of the lost 
history. 

If you can identify your home in an old 
builders plan book or m:Ul order c.atalog you 
have a great resource. And lastly, lookforyour 
identical home elsewhere or one built by the 

me person and get inside. Chances arc the 
.acmes sustained different changes and there 
is much to learn. 

For the same: reasoru you're hun ring now, 
you should also leave a record of your changes. 

fontinued on bafk pa,gr 

J 
I 

WE'RE 
B.l.l.!A.(JY! 
Just when you thought it w.. safe .. .A big thanks 
to those thac respondtd m··thc questionnaire. 
Your input bas hdped ro shape how and what we're 
doing to help you in the renovation. restoration 
or maintenance of your "older" home. This 
newsletter is only one of the changes. Any addi
tional requests, commcncs or suggestions an: 

alwaY' welcome. 

PLAJlNillG TDm 
We will be getting together for a half hour prior 
co each program meeting (as opposed to 'open 
house" meetings) fur the purpose of planning fuwrc 
programs and projectS. Generally that will mean 
7:00, but as programs will need to start at other 
times occasionally we will target one half hour 
prior co the stan:. Any that would have an inccr
cstin helping out we wouldgrcacly apprecialeyour 
involvement. 

November 5, 1993 

THE "lNS !tVD OlJT§" 
OF VltTOBLLl 
!RCHITEVI'UBE 
Viaorian architecture brings back the romance of 
by-gone ycars.Int<rior Decorator JoEllen Wdngarr' 
will inaudua: you to the diffi:rem architeClllr.!l styles ! 
and the important authentic interior details nee·: 
cssary ro design and reproduce a Victorian Home.~, 
Finally, you will learn how to decorate the inre- j 

rior of a Victorian Home. Learn from an expert! 
how to bring back the beauty of the past. 7:00-
10:00 P.M., Rm. 152, Crystal Lake Ccncral H. S .. ; 
>I2.oo. Register through the M.CC 815 I 455-6228~ I 

WHAT'~ 
IN A NAJUE 
"McHenry County Old Howe Support Group",: 
Funaional?Yes. Elogant? NotRcally.Alotofword<?/ 
You betcha! What would you recommend? And I 
while you're at it--a. moniker for this ncwslem:r?l 
Hows 'bout an "Old House Journal Restoration 
Directory" if we usc your idea? I 

r 

OPEN HOU~E 
From the responses we received on the questionnaire, many expressed an interest in having more rirnei 
~just get to know each other and exchange ideas and information. Also1 it has come up a number: 

o· of times-why don't we meet at each others homes? This would be fun and some folks have[ 
: ·offered to hostsuch a get together. We have not met at homes to d•u: becawe of unpredictable aro:n-1 
·~dance, general unsuitability given chc narurc: of some programs, need for audio-visuals and rhe likc:.

1 

We would like corry something new here. Simply, set up a sign up list for anyone that would con-! 
sider hosting an Open House on the First Thursday of oach month through May. There will be n~ 
program planned, just time to get to lmow each other, show off your hard work and learn from eac~ 
other. Ofron there is a.lot to learn from simply seeing what others have done who are generow enoughi 
to share with us. The calendar indicates what dates are open. We would require an R.S.V.P. from/ 
those who would like to attend, and would limit attendance on a first rome first served basis in con-i 
sideration for the home owner. You could also bring anything along w these informal gatherings chat; 
you think would be of benefit to the rest of the group. j 

This could be a lor of fun, a great learning opporruniry and we'll give it a try. If you would like t~ 
hose call815/455-1 096. 

Sponsored by 
McHenfY County Historic Preservation Commission 

2200 North Seminary Ave., Woodstock, /L 60098 815!334-4560 or 8151455-1096 



~onb'mad from from pagr 

Don't throw original dements away. If 
unwanted, tag it and store it away. And take 
lots of pictures. You can do this now. Don't 
wait for that next big project, Establish your 
bue line now by cataloging the whole bouse 
and updarc as you make adt!itional changes. 
For many of us the restoration process is 
slow and this record of "before and after" can 
be encour.>ging and a testament to all your bard 
work. Happy huncing.-RM ~ 

/jlPO 
Rick MeGruh, Eiltw 
jed Wing. Art Olrodlaa 
Shelly T ron, Pobllc Rolotl=s 
McHmry County Old Hqw' Suppqn Group ncwdettcr t. 
issued monthly by the McHenry County Hi.uoric 
PtCS~Crvation Commiuion 
clo McHenry County Dept. ofPluning & Dcnlopm~::nt 

2200 N. Seminary Ave. 
W ood>toclc, IL lioo98 
Br'fiH.;-... s6o 
81Si}}7-)]l.O fu 

DffiECTOBl 
We're getting closer. We have • dr..ft and out
line for a direcwry of provider> of goods and ser
vices specifically <>rgecing the needs of Old
House home owners and ochers inccrcsccd in the 
14 period" restoration maintenance and adaptive 
"'use of older buildings. We will tty to li:rret out 

1e local talent for you as well as those who 
can help from wherever. If you have my rec
ommendations on trade, professional and retail 
caJent you can forward th.ac infonnation co us. 
This will continue to be fleshed out at the plm
ning meetings ond you'll be upd.ted in this 
n~wslc::ctc:r. 

Do you have "atuff' of an old houee nature you're looking to sell/give away, or that 
you need? Let us know. Wo11 post It here and with this network of "old hou5o"lovero, 
who knows( And it'e frooll'v'hat a d""l. .. 

If your selling a "Pre-war· hawse (that's WN II or older) we would a6k for a donation. 

~~ION ~T!.TEMEil"T 
OLD HOtr~E ~lJPPOBT GBOlJP 

The "Old-House Support Group~ as 4n outgrowth of the McHenry County Hutoric Prmrvation 
Commissio~ has, as itJ 7tJission th~ ~ouragnnmt of "'period" smsitiv~ renovation. rertoration, main
t!"'anu and adttptive r~u ~~ th~ •otJ.n.• M(Henry County re.tidnttial and commercial archit~ctur! 
4nd neighborhoods. The O.H.S. G. will develop programs, ttmJiw and networking opportuniri<t to 
astitt individual prop.;,; ownm in their individsutl efforts. 

LETI'EM 
Thank you for putting me on your mailing list and 
for plahning an tvming with Mr. Cruwe. At thr 
end of hit pri!!mtation he confirmed my twpicions 
o{rl!lton'ng woodwork in our 1852 home. Utukr 
laym ofpaint there it not a vamithed layer. Thir·· 
woodwork appe4rs to have only been p~Dnted. 41ld, 
of couru the original 14.yer would b~ n~arly impos
sibk to rnnove and exposr woodgrain. Fm tlad we 
didn r ltllrt a major !tripping projtrt. unahlr to Mhkve 
the ttain and vami.Jh holt. Although it wam r 4 "foii 
house"last ni'ght, it war valuabk informtWon I 
wouldn't have found elmuher<. r m looltingforward 
to fotu" mmingt and applaud your <jforts. 

Laura G. Torgeson, Marengo 

U,E4DEU, 
:U,ESPON~E 

Older homc.s tend to be • t>d higher on main
tenance chan newer conscruccion. Quite a rev
elation don't you think? And while we love 
them, rime spent on maincenmo: (above :md 
l;eyond any projects we may be pumllng) Clll so:rn 

w be never ending. Again fiom the quescionnaire, 
icseems •lot of us would like help in this arc:>. 

After discussion we felt that soliciting your real 
life experienca ,;,d sharing them here would be 
more effective than using a progr~ m(!ecing to 

address this. So, ... what time Savers have 'y~u 
found, big or sm.U, to ger the job done md still 
rnainolin a life beyond Old-Ho= bon=wnenhip. 
We'll share these tips with e•ch newsletter. 
Write or fox us. 

.· 
McHenry Counry Old-House Suppon Group 
c/o County Historic Preservation Commission 

· 2200 N: Seinlnary Ave.·· -
Woodstock, IL 60098 

Rick and Laura McGrath 
88 west Franklin Ave 
crystal Lake, Ill 60014 

POMfT£~ • 
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r:Jhij_ i!i you< =fuxicn, lrw·ii:al:ion f:o al:tmd the m;;d; c::/lllad/m.,_y C!ounly i[)fd-dfou!le 

c£uppo7i muf:i/2'3, c::No inCJil:alion wJ[ be mack to the 9em.af pubfuz thwu9h the papeH. 

0 

We looked all over, made quite an extensive search including numerous phone calls to 
other like organizations throughout the Chicago metro area to find someone to speak to 

our humble assemblage on this months subject. 
Actually we had all but given up when we were reminded, yet again, of the wealth of 

talent in our own "Back Yard", 

This month ... Period Landscaping! 

If you attended last years Questers sponsored Historic House walk, you've seen the 
marvelous, restored, landscape of the Muellers in Woodstock. There home is wonderful but 
their yard is truly unique! Originally designed by a landscape architect and revived by the 

Muellers, this is a rare opportunity and resource few communities have. 

Given the subject, we will be meeting on a Saturday morning rather than our usual 
Thursday night. And truly this is by invitation only, though you may bring a guest. We 

want to be mindful of our hosts allowing us all to converge in their yard. 

Membership does have its privileges ... 

Who: Blake & Nanett Mueller 
Where: 382 S. Tyron, Woodstock 

(at Tyron & Dean Streets) 

When: Sat, May s·b 10:00 A.M. r:ll 
Rain Date: Sat, May 15'b 10:00 A.M. V 

6 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission /McHenty Counry Old~Housc Support Group 
2200 Nonh Seminary Ave., Woodstock, IL 60098 815/334-4560 or 815/455-1096 
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McHenry County Old Hou5e Support Group 

The weather is warming and you may be starting to think about those outside renovation projects 
around your own "Old-House". 

Perhaps you've already done this, and now you're starting to think about condominiums. 

Before you switch from Can do to Condo let's get together. 

This month we've paired up another very talented preservation professional with a fascinating loca
tion to better address the subject and YOUR projects and questions. 

Who? 

Where? 

When? 

Roger Keys: Contractor, specializing and very experi
enced in restoration/preservation of commercial and 
residential work. Currently serves on the illinois 

Association of Historic Preservation Commission. 

Does great work. You will learn something! 

Dole Mansion: 401 Country Club Rd., Crystal Lake, 

circa 1860's. High Victorian style, if you've been there 

you know. If you haven't, you owe it to yourself. 

Come See! Maybe we'll get a little "behind the 
scenes"? 

Thursday April 15 .. 7:30-9:00 P.M. 

Costs you nothing but ... you will be required to bring a question. 

McHenry County Old-House Support Group- McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
2200 North Seminary Ave., Woodstock, IL 60098 815/334-4560 or 815/455-1096 
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Let's see now ... 
Old-House restoration ... 

@11® !]]@1]]®lm 

®UlJIPlP©ill"ir @ffi@@l:P 

Masonry. Pl·umbing, Electric, 
Structural, Weatherproofing, 
Woodwork! Yes, all that woodwork! 
Doors, Windows, Flooring, Siding, 
Moulding, Cabinetry, Mantles, Porches, 
Stairways ... 

Yes! This month we'll completely cover all facets of 
woodwork restoration throughout your house ... NOT!! 

We will however, address woodwork restoration in general as an 
introduction into the specific areas you would like to see addressed. 

W e're very fortunate and happy to have from within our own 
ranks Bill Crowe from Harvard, a contractor who spec;ializes 

in, and has extensive experience, in period woodwork restoration. 
Bill will introduce us to this very broad subject and address your 
specific questions or projeciS. 

~ o bring your questions, photos and as much of your porch as 
U will fit in the trUnk and meet us at: 

McHenry County Historical Society 
6422 Main Street, Union 
7:30 ·9:00PM Mar. !8th 

We'll be meeting in Eckert Hall at the McHenry Councy 
Historical Society. 

l 
I I 

I 
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"Golly Madeline, look at the money we've saved on our taxes!" 
"Yes Floyd, aren't you glad we went to that program on Old House Tax 

programs sponsored by the Old House Support Group?" 

By Popular Request ... 

Mike Ward, the Local Government Services Coordinator from the State Historic 
Preservation Offices in Springfield will be our guest speaker at our January 21 
meeting. He will be presenting a program on the Tax benefits and programs 
available to Old-House home owners involved in renovation/restoration. You 
won't want to miss this one. Come find out if you can take advantage of any 
state and/or federal benefits. 

The next meeting will be at 7:30 in the town of 
McHenry at the Government Center on Green St. -just 
north of Bull Valley Rd., off Rt. 31 -in the "Class Room" 
on the Main floor. Bull Valley Rd. 

• 

• 
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"WHERE DO I START'! ..... II 

l-arge pmje<:ring 
do:..:or.~tiv<! b~rgeboMd 

..,__, " dc.:omu:J chimncv 

w[tlt ribbt.:d si& 

i'tH-- l<i<>k·pl,kd donn.:t ProJ«rinll 
h~lf·timbtt gable---

\1-'ruu~hl·iron fence 

with t\JrntJ ~:olumns 

and low .w::hl!~ 

with 1oi:rolhvor\( g~tc -------..: 

Architect, John Robertson1 will be discussing approaches of tackling the old 
home project list. Mr. Rooertson's expertise on this subject goes beyond his 
architect's license. He is an active member of the IllinOis Association of 
Historic Preservation Commissions. He understands the problems of owning a 
old home and will advise on possible solutions to these problems. 

He will be speaking: 

"' Thursday, September 17, 1992 
* McHenry County Government Center 

Route 47 north end of Woodstock 
Main Building/Main Parking Lot/Main Entrance 

* 7:30p.m. -9:00p.m. 
Questions? Call815-334-4560, ask for Jill Osth 

NEXT MONTH ..... WHY RESTORE AT ALL??? 

This is a presentation of the McHenry 
County Old-Home Owners Support Group 
in association witb the McHenry County 
Historic Preservation Commission. 

\ 

McHENRY COUNTY 
OLD HOUSE 

SUPPORT GROUP 



We can help you 
with your older · I 
McHenry County home. 

We're currently putting together our 
calendar of the coming year's programs. . 
And we're preparing for the btg "kick-off" meeting 
in September. Please join us, meet some neighbors and other 
"Old-Home" owners. Let us know what you would like to have addressed. 

We'll also have a speaker who'll be talking about the sorts of gains their preservation 
organizations have achieved and the benefits they have realized. 

HOPE YOU CAN ATIEND!!! 

August 20, 1992 
. McHenry County Government Center 
· Main Entrance 

7:30 .pm. 

' - ~ . ' 
. \'> 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: . 
Aug. 18: County Historic Preservation Conunission Meeting Public invited 

A\ \be M~tHonry County Oovcmment ceiiter, (Roul~ 47) Vioodsto¢k., 7:30p.m. • 
Continuing Historic Survey McHenry County 

· Contact AJ Kramb for date and lime .~d tnror'me.don (33&· t 490) 
Sept. 23:. Researching Your Old Home's History .· · 

Aug. '1: 

·1 McHenry County College: Contact Molly Wolsh (455-8697) 
Sept. 12: Salvage One: Architectural Salvage Auction: c., 0 o 

. · · 11:00 • 4:00' ContAct Rick McOroth (455-1096) or Old llome Supp.ort Oroup -~ 
Sept. 13:' Elgin House Walk: Hope to get a group going \ -;,-

~- · $8.00 prcH-eJilirltlon/$10.00 at 1he dOOr: Contact Rick McGrath or dHSO 
Sept. 17:\ 'McHenry County Historic Sites Survey: Contact AI Kramka 

Mcf{cnry .Cou(l~)' Old-II9U&t1 ~upport Group~ Mt:Henry County Historic Preservation Commission 

· ., 2200 North Seminary Ave, 'Wood•lock: Dlinoi•: 6009&: SIS-334-4560 



IIEY! 
Why don't you join us for a meeting of the 

OLD HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP? 
Ju9; 22, 1992 

McHemy Coung0!Jo':e~mnent Center 
RoomB170 

(In the main building. Please use the main entrance, 
go left when you enter the parking lot.) 

We are developing a program of workshops and seminars and other helps to 
those renovating or maintaining older properties. 

This week we are trying to get someone from Restorations of Kane County or 
Elgin's Gifford Park Association to offer their insight into this stujf. You can get 
help from someone who's already been through most of this. 

It's really great fun.... and it's air\conditioned! 

sponsored by the McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 



"Hello, 
Information?" 

I McHen!'Y County Old Home Support Group 

11 What are the ten 
most common mis
takes made in the 
renovation of an old 
house and how can 
I a void or correct 
them?'1 

Funny you should ask ... 

Join us in discussion with some pro's who will be addressing this very 
subject. Speakers will include: 

Mr. Dean Tripp an independent con

tractor, Dundee. 
Mr. Tripp specializes in period work and has 

20 years experience including work with Mr. 
Gilmore on period •·esidential and commerical 
renovation projects. 

November 19, 1992 
7;50 p.m. 

McHenry County Government Center 
RoomC290 

enter from the east parking lot, take a right 
when you enter the parking lot. 

Mr. Rick Gilmore of Gilmore Archi

tects, Dundee. 

Mr. Gilmore specializes in preiod restora• 
tion worl<, he is the Vice Shair of the Kane 
County Historic Commission and is the past 
Chair of the Dundee Township Historic Sites 
Commission, and the past advisor of the West 
Dundee Historic District Commission. 

Bring your questions and any photos describing your project or "Challenge". (II time permits, we've 
!(ot a great slide/tape presentation entitled "the Victorian House: ldentllication and Conservation" 
that ties into the above.) Please t\Ote the room change. Do not use the main entrance, enter from 
the east entrance. 

Calendar of events: \ 
Sat. Nov. 14: "The history of Historic Pt·eservation in Illinois" 

9:00-4:00 at the Newberry Library, Chicago 217/785-4993 

Mon. Nov 16: The authors of the "Painted Ladies" series of books on Victorian 
residential architecture will be speaking for Elgin's Historic Gifford 
Park association. 
7:00p.m. at the "Old Elgin High School", 355 East Chicago Stt·eet 
It's FREE!!! ForWormation caU Rick McGrath at 455-1096. 

Tues. Nov. t 7: McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
7:00 p.m. at the McHenry County Government Center, Annex Bldng. 



Why NOT jusT REplACE ThE old WiTh NEW? 
WIIAT MIE soME of rilE rANqiblc ANd fiNANciAl brNfils TO MoRE sENSITIVE pmlod nEsronATiON ANd MAINrENANCE of oldm hoM" 

Mn. MAilV CoMbniNk, A REAlTOR who dEAls EXTENSiVEly wiTh hiSTORiC ANd oldm hoMES, ANd wlm is Also AN Old-hoME 

OWNER, will TAlk TO US AbOUT pERiOd llENOVATION ANd MAINTENANCE AS wEll AS WhERE ModERN UpdATiNG is bcsT usEd ViSA 

viE pROpERTy, RESAlE VAlUES, ANd OTitER VERY TANGiblE bENEfiTS TO pnESERVATiON, 

JoiN us AT This TIIUnsdAy AT 7:JO p.M ... 

TI•AT Is Ocrobm 15, 1992 AT rhE McHENny CouNJY GovEnNMEin CENTEn, 

ROUTE 47 ON ritE NORTh sidE of Woods rock. 
QUESTiONS? CAll 81~-~4-4560 ANd ASk fon Jill Osrh. 

SCHEDULE OF PROGRAMS "OLD-HOUSE SUPPORT GROUP" 

SEpr. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Drc. 

)AN. 
FEb. 
MAndt 
ApRil 
MAy 
JUNE 

July 
AuqusT 

SubiECT 

WhERE do I STAnt? PnioniTil:s, SEQUENCE, discussioN of vttRious AppRoAchEs To tAckliNG A pwiod ndiAb. 
\V{ty RESTORE iN thE finst plACE? \VItAl ARE thE beNEfits, fiMNciAI, pERSONAl, "QUAfily of lifE", ETC. 
"lJtE lEN MOSt coMMoN MistAkEs MAd£ IN prniod nnroRAdoN 1\Nd l1o\V 10 Avoid Tit EM" ANd/on connrcr pn£vious MiSTAkE~. 
"Polly> do you kNoW wliEilE TO GET ThAT swff7 11 

DiscussioN of SOURCES or pnodUCTS ANd SERVicES, fiECOMMENdATiONS Con ANd AGAiNST. Shom pROGRAM iN coNjUNCJioN wi rh pmiod 

ltolidAy PARTY AT lisA KElly's hoME (TENTAtivE). 
MikE WAnd fnoM rlu: StATE PnES01VAtioN AqENcy will be ltmE TO discuss TAX iNCENtiVES, ETC. 

WoodwonklNq discussioN whh Ed JohNsoN will bE AmMpTEd. 
ThE pERiod lANdscApE ANd GARdEN 

~ \ 
No PnoqRAMS ARE schdulEd yn .... WitAT would YQ!LiikE ro sn AddnmEd??? 

CAlENdAR of o1it£n Acrlvhln: 
Oc10bm U: ThE lASTING INVESTMENT of HAnd1vood Floons": RmonAtloNS of KANE CouNTY 
Ocrobm 18: MAil OndEn HoMEs: SEMiNAR spoNsoREd by !HE VillA P•nk HlsronlcAI Sociuy, 708-BH-2010 
OCTobm 20: McHENRY CoUNl)' HistoRic PnESmvAlioN CoMMissioN MmiNG: McHENRY CouNry GovERNMENT CENTEI! 
NovEMbER 12: McHENRY CouNTY HismRicAl Socluy, HisroRic Sim CoMMinn MEETING, CAll AI KnAMkA AT JJ8-1490 
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Is there something rwt indiCO{ed tluu 
you would like to see addressed? If 
you are interested and wor.t/4 like to 
laww more, pkose call tJr write to: 

::!> -----~-----

Rick McGrath at (815) 455-1096 

or 

Jill Osth at (815) 334-4560 

% McHenry County Historic 
Prese!"Vation Commission 

McHenry County Department of 
Planmng and Development 

2200 North Seminary Avenue 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

The following information would be 
helpful to us: 

Name ______________ __ 

Address'------------
City• _______________ __ 

State/zip'--------~ 
Phone: ______________ _ 

~- ----
The Mcf!'enry County Old Home Support 
Gro\Jp is ~!1 l>rapch of the McHenry 
C:::ounty Histo* freserv~tiol) C:::9111Jllission. 

~ 

i 

McHENRY COUNTY 
OLD HOUSE 

SUPPORT GROUP 

We Would Like To Invite You 

To Join Us!! 



Do you have an older McHenry 
County house or other property? 

Do you have an interest in its 
renovation/restoration, or simply 
maintaining it in an historically 
sensitive manner? 

We would like to invite you to 
join us!! 

The McHenry County Old House 
Support Group is an association of 
"Old House" owners who are 
pursuing the same objectives in 
your own community and 
throughout the county. 

Often, we "Old-House" owners 
have interests, projects, problems 
or concerns that are peculiar to an 
older home. Finding the 
information and resources, if we 
choose to do it ourselves or hire the 
professional talent that is 
experienced in and sensitive to 
period work, is often difficult to 
find. Well, many times the best 
help comes from those who are 
doing the same sort of things, or 
have done them in the past. 

Similar groups in other older 
communities meet and exchange 
information. This has been great 
help to those involved and to the 
community as a whole. 

We meet on a monthly basis and 
provide programs of demonstration, 
workshops, and seminars lead by 
both professionals and experienced 
members targeted to helping those 
involved in period renovation 
and/or maintenance of their older 
properties. 

Future programs will address some 
of the following subject and more. 

How to plan (and budget) for your 
renovation/restoration 
How to research the history of your 
home 
How and where to locate difficult to 
find old bouse parts and supplies 
How and where to lqcate trades people 
and professional talent who specialize 
in, or are expert in older property 
specialties 
Workshops or demonstrations on: 
* Painting techniques 

(i.e. woodgraining, marbilizing, 
glazing, stenciling) 

* Plasterwork repair and reproduction 
* Safer and easier paint stripping 
* Door and window restoration work 
* Porch restoration and period 

reproduction 
Period interiors including kitchens and 
baths 
Home inspection and selection of older 
properties 
Home safety: radon, asbestos, lead 
paint 
Period landscaping 
The eight !IIOSt common mista)<es .in 
restoration and how !o avoid them 
Masonry problems 1111d corrective 
alternatives 

and much more 

We are also looking to develop a 
directory of those hard to find 
goods and services for period 
sensitive work, attend architectural 
salvage auctions and historic house 
and cultural tours. 

We lookfonvard to parficipation 
and support from all with an 
interest in preservation of our 
historic resources and quality of 
life. 

11umkyou in 
advance for your 
time and effort in 
helping each other 
preserve the past. 



News From The McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 

Volume 1 No. 1 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Gloria Mack 

I am pleased to introduce co you our fuse issue 
of"THE CHRONICLE", produced by the 
McHenry County Historical Preservation 
Commission. With this newsletter, we wish 
ro convey informacion about the commission's 
activities as well as those of other like rnind
~d organizations throughout rhe co un ty. 

This nine member commission was escablished 
by the Counry His10ric preserva.rion O rdinance 
passed in 1992 and has been hard at work 
for over a year now. We are thankful for the 
community support: in completing the ordi
nance directives. 

Various committees established the 
"Preservation Plan", uRules and ·Procedures", 
and rhe nomination form ro be used in 
landmarking effon:s. While chis was taking 
place, rhe Survey Commission began iden
rifying sites suitable for landmark starus. 
At rhe firs t landmarking , the owner of rhe 
Tryon Grove Farm expressed appreciation 
at receiving rhe protection afforded by the 
preservation ordinance. We invite you to 
attend this event scheduled for Sunday, 
September 19, 1993. A second application 
for landmarking of the Walup House is 
currendy in process. 

T he Commission is finalizing its application 
for "Certified Local Government" status 
which affords the op portuniry ro apply for 
grant funding set aside specifically co support 
local preservation programs. 

Both the county "Preservation Ordinance" 
and the commissions "Preservation Plan' 
are on file ac the County Department of 
Planning and Development and are available 
to the public. These documents explain our 
mission and the benefits ro the communi
ry. Two poin ts of particular imeres t are: 

1. T here is a rax freeze program avail
able co owners of landmarked sites. 
Further informacion is available from 
the Counry Department of Planning. 

continu~d on pag~ 2 

Fall1993 

FIRST LANDMARKING SET 

Yo u are invited co join rhe McHenry 
counry Hisroric Preservation Commission 
for our FIRST landmarking ce remony 
at 2:00 PM o n S unday Sep tember 19, 
1993 at rhe T ryon G rove Farm. T he farm 
is located at 89 14 Tyron Grove Road, 
Ringwood, IL. 

Tryon Grove Farm, residence of Captain 
Charles H o pkins Tryon until the turn 
o f rhe century is an outstanding exam
ple ofYernacular Bracketed Iralianate 
architecture. Built in rhe mid 1800's, the 
farm retains many of its original struc
tures. Lacer structures reflect advances 
made in American agricultural prac
tices. C harles Hopkins Tryon was the 
eldest son of Bela and HarrietT ryon who 
established the farmstead in 1837 . 

Charles Hopkins Tryo n was the great 
grandson of Samuel Hopkins, a signer 
of the Declaratio n of Independence. 
Mr. Tryon served as a captain in the 95th 
Illino is Volunteer Infan t ry in the C ivil 
War, was a state legislator, and a coun
try surveyor. 

This informacio n IS taken from rhe 
notes of Mr. Frederick A. Scresen-Reucer 
II. He is rhe present owner of Tryon 
Grove Farm and has lovingly rescored and 
cared for the property. Join us for a 
tru ly unique experience. Our county 
has many sites to be p roud of, and we 
think you' ll agree that chis on is truly 
awesome. 0 

COUNTY WIDE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION MEETING 
In observance of National Historic Preservation Week, which was held the second week in May, 
the McHenry councy Historic Preservation Commission hosted a gathering of all groups involved 
in historic preservation throughout the counry. The meeting was held at the Farm Bureau build-~ 
ing in Woodstock. 

The purpose was to gather together folks throughout the county who ;;re ir..vclved in historic 
and preservation related efforts. Also, to have them meet each other. There is much talent spread 
through rhese groups and the informacion exchange and moral support is a benefit to all. 

Many parcicipants made a presentation and introduction of themselves describing the groups 
involvement. T hose chat spoke included AI Kramka, C hairman of the Survey/Landmark sub
committee of the Counry Preservacion Commission; Nancy Fike, Director of the County Historical 
Sociery; Chris Gallagher, representing the Richmond Hall Preservation Associacion and 
Rick McGrath d irector of the McHenry County Old House Support Group. 

A slide presentation was given by Jim Keefe, County Preservation Commission member, on 
the history ofWoodstock. He presents this program to area school children and has found it 
to be a way co encourage greater appreciation for our local heritage. 

Our first meeting was a very enjoyable and informative evening. It was agreed chat we 
should continue to meet for such exchanges in rhe future. We will be getting together again 
ar next year's "Preservation Week", if not sooner. \Y/e would welcome your suggestions and 
involvement. You can reach Rick McGrath at (8 15) 455- 1096. 0 



. ' 
P'AESERVATION EFFORTS ACROSS THE COUNTY 

Tharhlfghouc the county there are numerous organizations involved in a variety of preservation 

efforts we thought you should know about. Some are more regional in scope while others are 

more focused in their efforts in a specific project or sire. In any case they are working to help 

maimain some of the local historic favorite of our community for the enjoyment of all, as well 
as generations to come. All are volwueer driven and great fun to be involved with. If you have 

any questions or interest they would wdcome your call. Also, if we have missed anyone please 
let us know. 

ALGONQUIN 

The Ad-Hock Historic Committtl'-Mt. Jeff 
Jolin 708/658-9182. Updating village h~tO')' 
for inclusion into the comprehensive plan and 
other pro jeers. 

BULL VALLEY 

Stickney Home Restoration Committu--Ms. 
Virginia Peschke 338-6544. Restoration of 
unique 1856 "house with the round corners". 

CRYSTAL LAKE 

The Colond Palmer Houu Restoration 
Association Inc.-Berry Wexclburg 459-0849. 
Restoration of the 1858 National Register 
Landmark Home 

Dole Mamion Pn:urvation Society-Ms. 
Marcia Schwan 459-8309. Restoration of the 
Circa 1860's Mansion 

The Polly Granda/ Questers -Ms. Marry 
Thennes 455-4523. Working on local 
preservation efforts 

HARVARD 

The Greater Harvard Art'a Hbtorical Sockty-
Ms. Marguerite Johnston 943-4919. 
Maintains a museum, landmarks homes and 
ocher acriviries, 

McHENRY 

McHmry Preservatirm Commission-Me. Carl 
Fredrickson 386-4198 

RlCHMOND 

Architectural Commiuion-Ms. Irene Borre. 
Involved with the historic downtown area. 

Memorial Hall SteariTzg Committu-Ms. 
Chris Gallagher 675-6524. Working to 

rescore/renovate the Memorial Hall 

WOODSTOCK 

Environmmtai EnhancnnmtCommittee-Mr. 
Dave Danielson 338-4300. 

COUNTYWIDE 
McHenry County Hi;torica/ Society---6422 
Main Street, P.O. Box 434, Union IL 60180 
Ms. Nancy Fike 923-2267. Mainrains 
museum and sponsors numerous programs. 

McHmry County Historic Sites Committet>-
Ms. Grace Moline 477-8896. A county 
historical society committee working to 
landmark historic sites and ocher effortS. 

McHeury County Historic Preservation 
Commission Ms. Gloria Mack 653-7131. 
Working co encourage hiswric preservadon 
rhroughom the county through a variety of 
effortS. 

McHenry County Old House Support Group-
Me. Rick Y!cGrath 455-1096. Sponsoted by 
county preservation commission to provide 
programs co aid in the -restoration and 
maintenance of older properties. 

McHenry County Historic Preservation Commission 
c/o McHenry County Dept. of Planning & Development 
2200 N. Seminary Ave. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

continued ftom page 1 

2. A high priority was given <o working with 
fellow municipalities throughout the 

county encouraging their adoption of 
a preservation plan/ordinance. As ow 
of rhe fastest growing co uncles in tl 
state, we must work in cooperation 
with the cities, towns and villages to 

insure that we protect and maintain the 
historic and cultural fabric of our com

munity. 

Unless continued development is balanced 
with respecr for our local heritage, ir's feared 
this heritage may be lost. It is chis same 
regional heritage that so directly ties into the 
quality of life that, for many of us, is the rea,. 

son we choose to make this community 
our home. 

The McHenry County Historic Pre>ervation 
Commission meets regularly on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM in the 
annex to the oourthouse. I would like to invite 
you to attend our meetings. For further 
information, you may contacr me at 815/653-
7131, or you may writ~ us at the address on 
the Newsletter. Hope to see you there! 0 

Gloria Mack Chairman 

AI Kamka Vice Chairman 

·Rick McGr.uh Secretary 

John Dalton Donna Spicer 

John Jurewicz Betty Thomas 

Jim Keefe Nancy Welch 

Steve Gulgren M.C.C.D. Liason 

Jim Hogue Planning & Development 

linda Spates Planning & Devdopment 
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