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1. CALL TO ORDER 

PRESENT: McCann, Lorenc, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Clarke, Faccone, 
Hill, Gugle , Nomm, Morzos, Goodlow, Lembke, Bellido-Griffin, Dorin 
ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Diane Sunderlage read a letter written by Rebecca Sage who couldn't be at the meeting, and is a 
volunteer at Animal Control.  Below is the letter that was read.  
 
 
Dear McHenry County Board Members, 
My name is Rebecca Sage and I have lived in McHenry County for 9 years and just recently moved 

back from out of state.  Please enter the following into record.  I understand that McHenry County 

Animal Control & Adoption Center (MCAC) is government regulated and tax money is used to keep 

it running and that the services provided here could be provided by others.  However, the many 

services it provides to the community is important.  Below is my personal testimony to the 

importance of MCAC. 
I have been volunteering at MCAC for close to 2 years.  I had to put my oldest dog down a few 

summers back and to help get over the grief I felt, I became a volunteer at MCAC.  The love I 

received from the dogs I walked helped me through my heartache.  The bond I gained with the other 

weekend volunteers is immeasurable. 
I take great pride in my work with the dogs at MCAC, and I take the task very seriously.  I am there to 

help calm these dogs during their temporary stay.  I show them that they are still loved and needed.  

And most importantly, I work with them to improve their chances of gaining a forever home.  Different 

situations bring the dogs in, but in the end, we volunteers do our best to see the dogs through to a 

happy ending. 
Due to the care and love the staff show the animals, I am constantly pointing people to MCAC for 

adoptions.  The adoption fees are very reasonable as opposed to other shelters.  All reasons why I 

adopted my newest family member, Big Red, from MCAC.  I also have a coworker who adopted 

from MCAC who was very pleased with the staff. 
When I lived in Wonder Lake, I called MCAC to collect a stray dog that had been roaming the 

neighborhood.  I was able to pen the stray dog until an Animal Control Officer could collect the dog. 

Not everyone in the community feels comfortable capturing a stray, which is one of the reasons why 

Animal Control is so important.  When I moved back into the county last year, I was able to register 

my dogs quickly and seamlessly with the ladies at the front desk of MCAC.  They are great 

resources for those who need information about shots and other McHenry County animal related 

questions. 
Negativity always has the loudest voice, but that does not mean it is the voice of many.  I highly 

suggest going onto Facebook and seeing the many positive stories and reviews that are written on 

the "Friends of McHenry County Animal Control & Adoption Center."  MCAC currently has a 4.8 out 

of 5 star rating from 204 ratings.  The reviews vary, but are mostly from those who adopt animals 

from the center. As s tated before, MCAC is tax funded, however I would be willing to pay more taxes 

if needed to keep MCAC and its adoption center right where it is for all the reasons I listed above. 
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Respectfully, 
Rebecca Sage 
Diane Sunderlage also read the note below. 
 
Rebecca has succinctly detailed how important Animal Control is in our Community. We just want to 

reiterate what an honor it is to volunteer for McHenry County Animal Control which is a real asset to 

McHenry County and we hope that you recognize that. If you compare our Animal Control to National 

Animal Controls our Euthanasia numbers are consistently lower, adoption rates higher and return to 

owner rates are unheard of! Animal Control works hard to create this benefit to McHenry County. 
We know that the job that you are elected for and paid to do is that of regulating how tax payer money 

is spent. As tax payers we appreciate your efforts.  As the old adage goes, money isn't everything.  

When it comes to issues concerning people and animals there is obviously a very strong human 

element to that which involves doing the right thing. As much as money will bring people to the voting 

booth so will how you chose to treat people and believe it or not more often how you treat animals.  

We are their voice!  We are depending on you to do the right thing! 

 

Val Lubke read a letter and provided a thick packet that was printed off of the Facebook webpage. Her 

letter is below. 

 

This is a packet that reflects some of the positive feedback from the community. You can find all of the 

information on Friends of McHenry County Animal Control Facebook page. This is  just a  sample of the 

gratitude citizens have expressed for the acquisition and care of their animals, the adoption center and 

McHenry County Animal Control (MCAC) staff. The happily ever after stories show why we are so 

devoted to MCAC! Our Facebook page reached three hundred and fifty four thousand people in 2015, 

approximately thirty thousand people a month. We are reaching more and more people every day. These 

are people who see MCAC as an asset to our community and appreciate the benefits we provide. We 

have a 4.8 stars out of 5 Star rating. That is rather impressive for an Animal Control facility! We feel it is 

important that you realize and recognize that McHenry County Animal Control is an asset to our 

community. 

3. MINUTES APPROVAL 

A. Board of Health - Special Meeting - Jan 11, 2016 630PM 

RESULT: APPROVED BY VOICE 

B. Board of Health - Regular Meeting - Jan 25, 2016 7:00 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED BY VOICE 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Ted Lorenc 

SECONDER: William Stinson 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Clarke, 

Faccone 

ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 

A. Income & Expenses 

B. Disbursements 

C. Administrator Report 

D. ADM Division Report 

E. ENV Division Report 

F. PHN Division Report 

G. VPH Division Report 

H. DEN Division Report 

I. Independent Contractor - Nick Geroulis, DDS 

J. Saint Anthony College of Nursing 

5. CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS - NEW 

A. Greater Elgin Family Care Center 

Ms. Morzos explained this location is in McHenry and we currently provide WIC (woman, infant, 
children) services there. She stated McHenry County Department of Health (MCDH) will work 
collaboratively to meet the nutritional counseling and education needs of Great Elgin Family Care 
Center patients who are eligible for WIC. Greater Elgin Family Care Center will provide space for 
MCDH's WIC staff to conduct on-site services and upon discharge from the WIC program, the 
patients will be referred back to Greater Elgin Family Care Center for ongoing care.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Ted Lorenc 

SECONDER: David Banaszynski 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Clarke, 

Faccone 

ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 

B. MOU - McHenry County College 

Ms. Morzos explained, this Memorandum of Understanding is to provide on campus sexually 
transmitted disease (STD) services at the McHenry County College. Testing, education, counseling, 
and treatment will be provided. There is no cost for the treatment, but there is a $20 fee for testing.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Szurek, DDS 

SECONDER: Ted Lorenc 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Clarke, 

Faccone 

ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 

C. MOU - Crossroads Care Center - Closed Point of Dispensing 

Ms. Morzos explained this is a Memorandum of Understanding with Crossroads Care Center, in 
which they will act as a closed point of dispensing during a public health emergency to residences, 
staff and families.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Banaszynski 

SECONDER: William Stinson 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Clarke, 

Faccone 

ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 

6. PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

A. Immunization Program Update 

The program was presented by Ms. Susan Karras. 
Immunization programs are the most successful public health intervention by effectively preventing 
disease, improving the health of populations, reducing pressure on health care systems, and reducing 
direct and societal costs. Under the Health Protection Grant for Certified Local Health Departments 
(Illinois Administrative Code, Section 615.300), Local health departments shall have a comprehensive 
infectious disease control program, in part, immunization clinics shall be provided at a number and 
frequency to meet the needs of the community.  
With the restructuring that occurred in July 2015, MCDH immunization clinics and services were 
moved under the Communicable Disease Program. The immunization clinics and services provided in 
the Communicable Disease Program include the Vaccines for Children (VFC), Vaccines for Adults 
(VFA), and VFC Compliance. The VFC Program provides federally funded vaccines to LHDs and 
private physician practices to immunize children on Medicaid/Public Supplemented Managed Care 
Plans, or who are uninsured, underinsured, or an American Indian/Alaskan native. The VFA program 
was implemented at MCDH in August 2015 and provides federally funded vaccines for adults that are 
uninsured or underinsured, as well as vaccines for outbreak management. The goal of the VFC and 
VFA programs is to increase immunization coverage by removing the barriers of cost and availability. 
The VFC Compliance Program provides compliance visits to private practices that receive VFC 
vaccine in McHenry and Boone County to provide education on vaccine management and quality 
assurance monitoring. MCDH staff in this program are trained by the Illinois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) and act as delegates of IDPH during compliance visits. Any practices with compliance 
issues or concerns are provided with education to correct and can be placed on “hold” by IDPH until 
corrective measures are implemented.  
From August 2015 to January 2016, MCDH VFC immunization clinics have seen an average increase 
of 124% of vaccines administered due to private practices placed on hold in the County and the 
increase in number of children insured on Medicaid and Public Supplemented Managed Care plans.  
 
Zika Virus Update: 
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The MCDH Communicable Disease Program, along with the Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), is closely monitoring cases of 
Zika virus in the United States and around the world.  
Residents of McHenry County and northern Illinois are at a very low risk for Zika virus. The Zika virus 
is primarily transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes which are found throughout many tropical regions of the 
Americas, and some parts of the United States. Aedes mosquitos may be found on occasion in Illinois 
by importation but the Aedes species eggs cannot survive the freezing temperatures, therefore would 
not be expected to become an established mosquito population in Illinois.  
Because there is currently not a vaccine or medication to prevent or treat the Zika virus, the CDC has 
issued travel advisories cautioning women who are (or could become) pregnant to avoid traveling to 
active virus transmission areas. Up to date travel information regarding areas of active Zika 
transmission can be found at the CDC travel website.  
Zika virus symptoms include fever, rash, joint and muscle pain, red eyes, and headache. These 
symptoms are typically mild and resolve without seeking medical attention. Although a direct link has 
not been confirmed, many studies demonstrate that pregnant women infected with the Zika virus can 
pass the infection to their fetuses which could result in babies born with microcephaly (small head) 
and/or other neurological abnormalities. People traveling to areas of active virus transmission are 
being encouraged to take steps to prevent infection. Recommendations include prevention of 
mosquito bites by wearing long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and applying insect repellent as directed.  
Information about Zika virus is changing rapidly. The CDC, IDPH and the MCDH CD Program, are 
working closely to make sure healthcare providers have access to updated recommendations and 
testing.  

RESULT: PRESENTED 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Ad Hoc Committee - Animal Control Issues 

Ms. McCann gave an overview of the Animal Control Ad Hoc Committee meetings and their findings. 
She stated that the committee has met three times from November 2015 thru January 2016 to better 
understand the issues related to the handling of situations by McHenry County Animal Control. She 
stated that there is a lack of training for officers, lack of communication between the public and animal 
control, no policy for code enforcement's and inconsistent information. The Committee recommends 
to immediately draft a policy manual for code enforcement, and set up an operating board with 
volunteer members to oversee the operations of animal control. Mr. Hill stated that the Board of 
Health is an operating committee, so they wouldn't be able to call it that, it can simply be a advisory 
committee. Mr. Hill also stated that the Department has begun the development of a training program 
for code enforcement employees that includes Environmental Health and Animal Control.  

RESULT: PRESENTED 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Appointments for Retail Food Advisory Committee 

Ms. Nomm explained the Environmental Division had sent out approximately 1300 applications to 
their food operators for the retail food advisory committee and received a couple back that were 
highly interested. The first applicant is Bob Bless from Goal Line Sports Bar and Grill in Crystal Lake. 
The second applicant is Nick Reed from Jersey Mike Subs in Lake in the Hills. Ms. Nomm believes 
with these 2 applicants, it is  a good start due to the fact that one applicant represents the full service 
food industry and the other represents the fast food industry. Ms. Nomm recommends both applicants 
for the appointment of the retail food advisory committee and stated it would be a 2 year term for 
each applicant.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mary McCann 

SECONDER: David Banaszynski 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Clarke, 

Faccone 

ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 

B. Animal Control Manager Reclassification 

Mr. Hill stated Dr. Lembke is resigning to pursue other ventures. He thanked her for her years of 
service to the community and wished her luck. He continued to state that he would like to reclassify 
Dr. Lembke's position to a full time manager at animal control and a part time veterinarian contractor.  

RESULT: APPROVED [7 TO 2] 

MOVER: Cindy Gaffney 

SECONDER: Mary McCann 

AYES: McCann, Banaszynski, McNerney, Stinson, Gaffney, Szurek, Faccone 

NAYS: Lorenc, Clarke 

ABSENT: Foszcz, Biere 

9. BOARD ISSUES 

Mr. Hill stated the Regulation & Ordinance Committee met and voted to do some bylaw amendments. 
They also are taking 3 subcommittees (Regulation & Ordinance, Public Relations & Promotion, Planning 
& Development) and putting them together into 1 subcommittee which will now be called Planning, 
Regulation, Ordinance & Public Relations Committee. These will be up for a vote for the entire Board of 
Health next month. 

10. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Thank You Letters 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Banaszynski stated, the Certifide Health Department Code, has gone thru a little renovation. He 
stated it basically gives the Health Departments more time to meet the requirements to be a State 
Certifide Health Department. 
Mr. Banaszynski also stated there is a House Bill 6042 that is trying to disband the State of Illinois Board 
of Health and if you don't agree with that than you might want to contact your State legislators. 
 
Mr. Hill stated that not much has changed in regards to the State budget monies that we are to receive. At 
this time, we haven't received anything. However, we are not financially being hurt by the State budget at 
this time. 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION (AS NECESSARY) 

Motion by Dr. Lorenc, second by Mr. Banaszynski to go into Executive Session at 9:10 PM to discuss 
release of Executive Session meeting minutes from 2015. The motion was passed with a voice vote. 
Motion by Mr. Banaszynski, second by Dr. Stinson to go out of Executive Session at 10:00 PM. The 
motion was passed with a  voice vote. Motion to return to regular session by Ms. McCann, second by Mr. 
Faccone at 10:01 PM. Motion was passed by a voice vote.  
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13. APPENDIX 

A. Webstat 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

B. Media Detail 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

C. ENV Activity Report 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

D. ENV Well Septic Report 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

E. ENV Lab Report 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

F. PHN Reports 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

G. VPH Reports 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Mr. Banaszysnki, second by Dr. Szurek to adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:05 PM. 
This motion was passed by a voice vote.  


