
AGENDA   

NATURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 – 8:30 A.M.  

McHenry County Government Center – Administration Building 

667 Ware Road – County Board Conference Room 

Woodstock, IL  60098 
 
 
 
 

1.0 Call to Order 
 

2.0 Minutes Approval (July  27, 2011) (August 10, 2011) 
 
3.0 Public Comment 

 
4.0   Presentation 
 
5.0 Old Business 

5.1 Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B6) Winter Snow and Ice 
5.2 Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B7) Wastewater 
 

6.0 New Business 
6.1 Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B5) Facility Regulation  
6.2 Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B8) Pollution Prevention 
6.3 Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP)  Section 3;  Water Conservation 
6.4 Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP)  Section 4;  Education and Outreach 
 

7.0 Reports to Committee 
7.1 McHenry County Conservation District, as applicable 
7.2 Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
7.3 Agricultural Conservation Easement Farmland Protection Commission 
7.4 Regional Water Planning Group 
7.5 NPDES:  National Pollution Discharge Elimination Systems 
7.6 Watershed Updates 
7.7 Stormwater Updates    
7.8 Solid Waste 
 

8.0 Executive Session (as necessary)  
 
9.0      Future Topics 

  
  10.0  Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2011: 

Chairman McCann called the committee meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.  The following members were present:  Mary 
McCann, Chairman; Virginia Peschke and Kathleen Bergan Schmidt.  Donna Kurtz, Pete Merkel, Marc Munaretto and 
Bob Nowak were absent.  It was noted that there was not a quorum. 
 
Also in attendance:  Peter Austin, County Administrator; Patti Nomm and Kristy Hecke, Department of Health; Cory 
Horton, Alicia Law, Monica Hauk and Cassandra McKinney, Planning & Development; and interested public and the 
press.   
 

Mary McCann, Chairman 
     Donna Kurtz  Pete Merkel 
     Marc Munaretto  Bob Nowak 
     Virginia Peschke Kathleen Bergan Schmidt 
 

MINUTES:  None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
PRESENTATION:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Chairman McCann requested that item No. 6.2 be heard next. 
 
Request for Additional Solid Waste Franchise Agreements:  Ms. Nomm and Ms. Hecke provided committee members with 
a summary of the public comments for proposed franchised solid waste removal services for the following areas: Covered 
Bridge and surrounding subdivisions, Fox Lake Vista and The Manor Subdivision.  These areas have contacted them 
requesting the Health Department pursue franchised solid waste removal services for their areas.  They have met with the 
three groups, held public meetings and have presented information to them.  The proposed agreements for these three 
areas are similar to the Pistakee Highlands and Wonder Lake solid waste franchise agreements.  The bid proposals are 
prepared and the next process would be to work with the Purchasing Department and work through the bid process, 
obtain firm numbers for the proposals and present the information to the three groups.  They will then obtain final 
comments from the groups and then present the findings to this committee, along with the County Board members, in 
order to determine if the County wants to proceed with the agreements.  They suggest bidding these a bit differently which 
would include the current leaf bulk pickup rate which is two times in the fall and one time in the spring, and also bid it for 
fall pickup only.  They are being contacted by area waste hauling companies inquiring whether or not more areas will be 
involved in this program.  It was the consensus of the committee members to provide the Health Department with direction 
to proceed with pursuing franchised solid waste removal services for these three areas.   
 
Recycling Electronics Collection Event:  Ms. Nomm stated that during the recent recycling electronics collection event, 
approximately 90,000 lbs. of electronics were collected.  A rebate of $.03 per pound on some items was paid to the 
County which totaled almost $2,000.  Grafton Township is holding a similar event on September 24, 2011 and the Health 
Department may partner with them and provide their assistance.   
 
Shredding Event:  Ms. Peschke mentioned that Consumer Credit Counseling Service of McHenry County will be holding a 
shredding event on October 22, 2011 which is during “Protect Your Identity Week”. 
 
Medication Collection:  Ms. Hecke mentioned that the next medication collection event is being scheduled and it may be 
partnered with a private company in the County that has expressed interest in this type of event.  She would like to 
expand the next event to include liquid medication and pet/veterinary medications.  Fox River Grove and the Village of 
Johnsburg Police Departments collect medications during business hours. 
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Stormwater Management Commission’s request that the County’s 2012 budget include funding for a complete review and 
revision of the Stormwater Management Ordinance:  Mr. Horton joined committee members and stated that the 
Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO) went into effect in 2004.  The SMO has been amended several times since 
2004.  The Stormwater Management Commission is requesting the County retain a consultant to comprehensively review 
and revise the SMO.  Many inconsistencies are in the SMO which make it difficult for staff, property owners, developers 
and consultants to understand and comply with the ordinance.  Also, there are approximately one dozen certified 
communities that have to administer the ordinance in the way it is currently written.  Many regulations have changed since 
the current SMO went into effect and the current ordinance is not consistent with these regulations.  The Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) is currently working on the runoff volume reduction amendments for the ordinance.  Chairman 
McCann mentioned that this request is timely since the UDO is being revised.  The SMO needs to be in compliance with 
state law and what the County’s needs are going forward.    
 
Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B5) Facility Regulation:  Ms. McKinney joined committee members 
and reviewed this sub-section of the WRAP.  She reviewed item Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.  Concerning item No. 3, 
she will work with Mr. Hansel and re-word the language for this section and present their recommendation at the next 
meeting.  It was noted that the “Suggested Timeline for Implementation” areas were not complete for Sub-Section B5.  
This sub-section will be amended and brought before the members for review at the next committee meeting. 
 
Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B6) Winter Snow and Ice:  Ms. McKinney reviewed item Nos. 1, 2 
and 3 of this sub-section of the WRAP with committee members. 
 
Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B7) Wastewater:  Ms. McKinney reviewed this sub-section of the 
WRAP.  Item Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 were reviewed.  Item No. 11 was reviewed and it was suggested that the 
word “modify” be replaced with “support”.  Item Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 were reviewed.  Ms. McKinney will 
create a new section under the grey water section entitled “conservation” which will include the conservation of water by 
the use of compost toilets.   
 
Ms. McKinney reported that the Groundwater Task Force met yesterday.  Wastewater use, facility planning areas and 
grey water were discussed.  They also discussed regulated recharge areas and the Class III overlay and the model 
resolution for their consideration.  Their next meeting is scheduled for October 11, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. and they will be 
discussing WRAP’s Sub-Section B5 Facility Regulation, along with regulated recharge areas.   
 
REPORTS TO COMMITTEE: 
McHenry County Conservation District:  None. 
 
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan:  None. 
 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Farmland Protection Commission:  Ms. Peschke mentioned that they are still 
attempting to find someone to lead the proposed local food-system assessment group. 
 
Regional Water Planning Group:  Chairman McCann mentioned that she will be attending the meeting scheduled for 
tomorrow.  The Chairman for this group is the Mayor of Aurora. 
 
NPDES:  National Pollution Discharge Elimination Systems:  None. 
 
Watershed Updates:  Chairman McCann stated that she attended the recent meeting.  She is trying to get more sub-
watershed studies on the west side of the County in order to support managing stormwater in that area. 
 
Stormwater Updates:  None. 
 
Solid Waste:  None. 
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Green Team:  None. 
 
Ms. Nomm mentioned that the Health Department is beginning the process of revising their Solid Waste Plan with their 
environmental advisory committee on August 18, 2011 to identify task members and individuals who would like to get 
involved in the process of revising the Plan. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 
 
FUTURE TOPICS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Chairman McCann closed the meeting at 9:56 a.m.   
 
 

  * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
RECOMMENDED FOR BOARD ACTION/APPROVAL: 
 
 
mh 
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MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 2011: 

Chairman McCann called the committee meeting to order at 8:34 a.m.  The following members were present:  Mary 
McCann, Chairman; Donna Kurtz; Pete Merkel; Bob Nowak; Virginia Peschke and Kathleen Bergan Schmidt.  Marc 
Munaretto was absent.  Also in attendance:  Peter Austin, County Administrator; Patti Nomm, Department of Health; 
Dennis Sandquist, Cory Horton, Alicia Law and Cassandra McKinney, Planning & Development; Dave Christensen, EMA; 
Paula Yensen, County Board; and interested public.   
 

Mary McCann, Chairman 
     Donna Kurtz  Pete Merkel 
     Marc Munaretto  Bob Nowak 
     Virginia Peschke Kathleen Bergan Schmidt 
 

MINUTES:  Committee members reviewed the Natural and Environmental Resources Committee minutes of May 11, 
2011; Joint Meeting with the Finance and Audit Committee of June 7, 2011; and June 8, 2011.  Ms. Peschke made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Bless, to approve the three sets of minutes.  The three sets of minutes were approved with a 
unanimous voice vote of all ayes.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
PRESENTATION:  None. 
 
Chairman McCann requested that agenda Item No. 6.2 be discussed next. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Sub-Section B9: Planning for the Future:  Ms. McKinney and Mr. Dave 
Christensen, County EMA Director, joined committee members to review this subsection of the WRAP.  Ms. McKinney 
provided members with a copy of the outline of the presentation concerning drought that she presented to the 
Groundwater Task Force regarding the implementation of this sub-section.  The McHenry County Natural Hazards 
Mitigation Plan defines drought as “A period of unusually persistent dry weather that continues long enough to cause 
serious problems such as crop damage and/or water supply shortages.”  Item No. 1 mentioned that the County, local 
municipalities and other water suppliers should have identified, evaluated, and agreed upon potential provisions for 
alternative means of supply and distribution that may be necessary during severe or long-term water supply emergencies.  
A contingency plan should contain a priority for the distribution of a water supply in the event of an emergency.  The plan 
should include an up-to-date list of engineering companies that can provide scientific consultation in case a new well 
needs to be installed, or devise a plan where water can be delivered from one area to another.  The contingency plan 
should also include short-term water supply replacement alternatives such as bottled water and the use of alternative 
wells.  Ms. McKinney mentioned that the water supply contingency planning also relates to spills, contamination 
incidences, or other types of disasters that would cause a well to be unusable.   
 
Chairman McCann mentioned that farmers near Union, Illinois irrigate their corn and vegetable crops which impact the 
shallow wells for that area.  Ms. McKinney stated that the State of Illinois Water Act is based on the Reasonable Use Law 
which states the ability to use as much water as a person deems reasonable until it is proven to be otherwise by a court of 
law.  Ms. Kurtz requested Chairman McCann help ensure that a drought plan be integrated into the Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) that the Planning and Development Department is currently having updated.  Many sod farms located in 
the County also pull large amounts of water from shallow aquifers for irrigation purposes.  Ms. Nomm explained the 
amendments concerning high capacity wells which are wells that are primarily seen in the rural areas of the County for 
irrigation purposes with some of them producing as much as 1200 gallons per minute.  The Health Department has been 
working with the Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the update to the Water Use Act requires that the 
SWCD notify municipalities and townships of proposed high-capacity water wells.  They are working together to make 
sure the notifications are taking place.  The Act also requires the State Water Survey to do an evaluation of the impact of 
the high-capacity wells.  The Health Department tries to obtain the information prior to issuing permits for high-capacity 
wells, but the Illinois State Water Survey has limited resources which makes it difficult for them to perform the evaluations.  
There are currently three new high-capacity wells being installed in the Marengo/Union area and two high-capacity wells 
are pending.  These high-capacity wells will be used for agricultural purposes.  Mr. Merkel questioned if the County has  
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the ability or legal authority to regulate the agricultural use of water.  Ms. Nomm mentioned that the Illinois State Water 
Well Code states that before anyone may obtain a permit, they have to show that the aquifer can supply the amount of 
water they are going to draw from the aquifer.  The Health Department cannot tell anyone how much water they can draw 
per day.  Ms. McKinney stated that after an impact evaluation is performed, the Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS) may 
recommend to the Illinois Department of Agriculture that a restriction be placed on a high-capacity well.  The ISWS’s 
future funding has not been approved and they are currently operating on limited funds because they currently do not 
have a budget.  It was mentioned that all three of the State of Illinois’ surveys are currently tied up in budget issues with 
the State of Illinois, those being the ISWS, Natural History Survey and the Geological Survey.  McHenry County uses data 
from these three surveys and it is important that they remain funded because they provide community services, as well as 
providing information for the County.  It was the consensus of the committee members to request that Mr. Austin draft a 
memorandum to the Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs (LIA) Committee requesting the LIA Committee send a 
letter to the Governor of Illinois endorsing funding for the three surveys mentioned above.   
 
Ms. McKinney reviewed Item Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of sub-section B9 of the WRAP with committee members.  There 
were no suggested changes made by the members to any of these sections.  Ms. McKinney mentioned that the County 
needs to be proactive concerning water resources because there is only one water supply for the County which is 
groundwater.  Mr. Christensen stated that EMA’s role will be educating children and the community to be proactive 
concerning the use of groundwater.  Ms. Kurtz made a motion, seconded by Ms. Peschke, to approve the WRAP Sub-
Section B9:  Planning for the Future and adopt this section of the WRAP.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote 
of all members present voting aye (Kurtz, Merkel, Nowak, Peschke, Schmidt and McCann). 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Section II: Sub-Section B4) Open Space:  Ms. McKinney reviewed with committee 
members the edits made to the matrix based upon committee discussion during the last committee meeting concerning 
Sub-Section B4) Open Space.  The points of clarification/corrections are in red print on the matrix.  Pursuant to the prior 
request of the committee, a large map was prepared and presented at the meeting showing the designated Class III 
Special Resource Groundwater Protection Areas as overlay districts.  She also provided members with a smaller map 
depicting the same information.  A resolution pertaining to this matter is on today’s agenda.  It was mentioned that Class 
III groundwater is a designation by the Illinois Pollution Control Board and it is groundwater that contributes to a dedicated 
nature preserve.  This groundwater is determined by the Board to be demonstrably unique or irreplaceable, suitable for a 
water quality standard more stringent than specified in Sub-Part D, and is vital to a particularly sensitive ecological 
system.  She has contacted the EPA and asked “What are the consequences of pollution in a Class III groundwater that 
occur after designation.”  Their answer was:  “That is a rather broad question.  However, we have recently filed a Section 
43 lawsuit relative to a company that had a large uncovered pile of deicing agent in a Class III aquifer area recharging the 
Bluff Springs Fen Nature Preserve due to the threat of degradation.”  She mentioned that just due to the threat of 
degradation, the EPA filed a Section 43 lawsuit.  Also, Section 43 of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act allows 
State’s Attorneys or the State’s Attorney General, upon request of an agency or on its own motion, to institute a civil 
action for an immediate injunction to halt any activity causing or contributing to the danger, or to require other action as 
may be necessary.  Ms. McKinney is recommending that the Class III special resource groundwater protection areas be 
designated as overlay districts because they need to know, when areas are sited and zoned, that there could be a lawsuit 
filed if the areas are impacted and to make informed decisions.  Mr. Merkel stated that the Lake in the Hills Fen is within 
several municipal boundaries and with the proposed designations, he questioned if municipalities will be provided notice 
that areas will be reclassified if they are going to do an overlay.  Mr. Sandquist mentioned that this would be added to the 
sensitive aquifer recharge areas in the UDO, but the UDO has no impact on municipalities.  Ms. McKinney mentioned that 
this designation already exists and municipalities need to be aware of it.  She suggested that if the proposed resolution is 
approved, a copy of the resolution should be sent to municipalities so they are aware of it and perhaps take similar action.  
Concerning water located at gravel pits, a question was raised as to whether or not this water impacts groundwater.  Ms. 
McKinney stated that anytime an aquifer is opened up to the environment, it is opened up to impacts.  Ms. Nomm 
mentioned that the Health Department requires extensive monitoring of gravel pits.  Last year the requirements were 
revised and overall the quality of the groundwater at the County’s gravel pits is good.  Mr. Merkel mentioned that three of 
the fens are in rural areas.  He would like to see an overlay of all of the residential areas in the Lake in the Hills Fen.  Ms. 
McKinney stated that the areas designated on the overlay are defined and designated by the Illinois Pollution Control 
Board.   
(Continued review of this sub-section of the WRAP was conducted later in the meeting). 
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NEW BUSINESS (continued): 
Resolution Recognizing McHenry County’s Class III Groundwater Designated Areas for Protection from Contamination to 
be Incorporated into the Sensitive Aquifer Recharge Area Overlay Map:  Mr. Sandquist mentioned that the proposed 
resolution concerns making a regulatory device for the County to enforce in unincorporated areas that are Class III 
aquifers.  The overlay map will be similar to floodplain or wetland maps which have regulatory status.  Concerning the 
designated fen areas, through the UDO, the County will put in additional regulations in place in the areas so that when 
future development projects come in for the areas, they need to comply with the new regulations.  Regulations will be put 
into place to protect the groundwater recharge areas.  The UDO process will identify the restrictions.  Staff has received 
direction within the UDO to take the SARA map and create an overlay.  This resolution would direct staff to do the same 
with Class III groundwater areas and impose the same set of restrictions.  Also, this resolution will show that the County 
will take additional steps to protect the Class III groundwater areas within its jurisdiction.  Ms. McKinney mentioned that 
there are currently four Class III groundwater designated areas, and three more areas are proposed.  In the future, other 
areas may be designated as Class III groundwater designated areas, but only after the areas have been reviewed by the 
Illinois Pollution Control Board and they determine that the areas meet specific criteria.  Mr. Merkel suggested that all of 
the fens located within the County be designated on one map.  It was mentioned that not all fens are Class III 
groundwater designated areas.  Ms. Peschke made a motion, seconded by Ms. Kurtz, to recommend the County Board 
approve the above resolution as presented.  The motion carried on a roll call vote of five ayes (Kurtz, Nowak, Peschke, 
Schmidt and McCann) and one nay (Merkel).   
 

County Stormwater Operations: 
A.  Background:  Committee members reviewed the summary provided in the meeting packet. 

 
B. House Bill 3372:  Ms. Barnes, Ms. McKinney and Mr. Horton joined committee members to discuss HB 3372.  
Chairman McCann mentioned that stormwater in many Illinois counties is considered a utility.  HB 3372 was passed by 
the House of Representatives which allow for counties to petition, through referendum, the adoption of a schedule of fees 
as a dedicated source of income to cover the cost of a Stormwater Management Commission (SMC).  Lake County has a 
SMC and a SMC assessment is placed on all Lake County property with the collected revenue supporting their SMC.  Ms. 
McKinney mentioned that HB 3372 is currently being considered by the Senate.  McHenry County stormwater is funded 
out of the general fund.  There are many water functions that are unfunded mandates, including the NPDES permit and 
program, and the passing of HB 3372 would provide an accounting line item where funding would be collected to assist 
paying for the adequate implementation of mandated water services, permits and programs.  Mr. Horton stated that HB 
3372 is a funding mechanism, but it also has other benefits.  There are associated costs with managing stormwater and 
many people do not recognize this.  Chairman McCann mentioned that the first reaction by municipalities at a recent 
Northwest  Water Alliance meeting was not to support HB 3372.  This attitude changed after more information was 
received..  Ms. Yensen requested that HB 3372 be brought to the attention of the Legislative Committee of the McHenry 
County Council of Governments to further investigate support of this House Bill.  It was the consensus of the committee 
members to notify the Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee that HB 3372 needs to be supported. 
 
C. Stormwater Ordinance Update:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS (continued): 
MCCD Budget Schedule:  Chairman McCann mentioned that during the July 26

th
 meeting of Finance and Audit 

Committee, MCCD budget process was discussed.  For 2012, MCCD will bring their draft proposed budget to the Finance 
and Audit and Natural and Environmental Resources Committees in March, prior to the Budget’s public hearing..  A 
discussion on whether or not the County should be involved in the approval of MCCD’s budget is for a later date. 
 
Water Resources Action Plan (WRAP), Section II: Sub-Section B4) Open Space (continued):  Ms. McKinney reviewed the 
remaining amended sections of this sub-section.  Concerning item No. 15, the three organizations have been added to the 
notes section.  The Public Act name has been corrected for item No. 16b and changed the designations to show that it is 
completed.  Article 10 has been added to the notes section for item No. 22.  For item No. 23b, notes have been added to 
the notes section.  Subsection B6 has been added to item No. 23h, along with the correct name of the Plan.  “Advocate 
for region-wide study of this concern” has been added to the notes section of item No. 23i.  “Compile a short list of BMP’s 
for this” has been added to the notes section of item No. 23j.  Ms. Schmidt made a motion, seconded by Ms. Kurtz, to 
approve the amendments to the WRAPs Sub-Section B4) Open Space and accept this section of the WRAP.  The motion 
carried on a unanimous voice vote of all members present voting aye (Kurtz, Merkel, Nowak, Peschke, Schmidt and 
McCann).  Chairman McCann requested that the date the committee adopts the sub-sections be added to the matrix. 
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REPORTS TO COMMITTEE: 
Cassandra McKinney – Association of American State Geologists (AASG):  Chairman McCann and members of the 
committee congratulated Ms. McKinney on the letter of commendation she received from the AASG.  Ms. McKinney was 
recently a keynote presenter at the annual meeting of the AASG and did an excellent job of explaining the value of 
scientific input into County water policy. 
 
McHenry County Conservation District:  Mr. Merkel reported that Kent Krautstrunk was recently seated on the MCCD 
Board and Kevin Ivers is the MCCD’s new President.  The MCCD is currently in negotiations with the bargaining units for 
the law enforcement and maintenance employees.  Chairman McCann thanked Mr. Merkel for continuing to be the 
County’s liaison with the MCCD. MCCD has mentioned that he has been a value resource as Liaison. 
 
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan:  None. 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Farmland Protection Commission:  None. 
Regional Water Planning Group:  None. 
NPDES:  National Pollution Discharge Elimination Systems:  None. 
Watershed Updates:  None. 
Stormwater Updates:  None. 
Solid Waste:  None. 
Green Team:  None. 
 
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO):  Chairman McCann mentioned that she has been attending the Planning and 
Development Committee meetings and has been following the UDO process.  She mentioned that everyone is extremely 
pleased with Camiros who will be making a presentation at the County Board meeting on August 16, 2011.   
 
Water Alliance:  Chairman McCann mentioned that County Board Chairman Koehler and she attended the recent Water 
Alliance meeting.  This is the planning group for communities and counties without Lake Michigan water access.  Their 
technical advisory committee is terrific and NERC committee members will begin to receive email communications and 
updates from the Water Alliance. 
 
Groundwater Task Force:  Ms. McKinney mentioned that the next meeting will be on August 9, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Village Hall in Spring Grove, Illinois.  A sub-committee meeting will be at 1:00 p.m. to discuss regulated recharge areas 
and the regular meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m.  She will send committee members a meeting notice. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 
 
FUTURE TOPICS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Ms. Peschke made a motion, seconded by Ms. Schmidt, to adjourn the meeting at 10:37 a.m.  The 
motion carried with all members present voting aye on a voice vote. 
 

  * * * * * * * * * * * 
RECOMMENDED FOR BOARD ACTION/APPROVAL: 

 Resolution Recognizing McHenry County’s Class III Groundwater Designated Areas for Protection from 
Contamination to be Incorporated into the Sensitive Aquifer Recharge Area Overlay Map 

RECOMMENDED FOR REFERRAL TO OTHER COMMITTEES: 

 Mr. Austin draft a memorandum to the Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs (LIA) Committee requesting the 
LIA Committee send a letter to the Governor of Illinois endorsing continued funding for the three surveys:  Illinois 
State Water Survey, Illinois Geological Survey.  

 The consensus of the committee members was to notify the Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 
that HB 3372 needs to be supported. 

 
 
mh 



O: On-going; D: Developing;                            I: 

Implementation; E: Evaluate

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

1 I I I I I I I I

Complete - DOT has an adopted "The McHenry 

County Division of Transportation Snow and Ice 

Policy" which address all components within 

Subsection B6.

2 E D D I I I I I

UDO could require a CUP for these developments in 

the unincorporated areas.  UDO will not address 

municipal areas.

2a I I I I I

3 E D D I I I I I
Course is developed, cost is minimal, savings is 

tremendous!

Section II: Local Water Quantity and Quality
Suggested Timeline for Implementation

A County ordinance should be developed requiring that all  salt storage 

facilities, both liquid and granular, be permitted by both the County and/or the 

municipalities of McHenry County.

All public and private snowplow operators should be required to attend a 

Winter Snow and Ice Training and Certification Workshop every three years 

and to obtain Certification. Proof of certification should be provided to the 

Division of Water Resources and to the municipality the operator operates 

within.

Proof of a storage and handling policy that meets Subsection B6 

should be required as part of the permitting process. Failure to 

comply could result in rendering a potable water supply unusable 

due to contamination. 

B6) Winter Snow and Ice

The County and any unit of government that participates in winter snow and 

ice operations in McHenry County should adopt a Winter Snow and Ice 

Operations: Deicing Storage and Handling Policy.

 Recommendations



O: On-Going; D: Developing; 

I: Implementation; E: Evaluate

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

1

2 x This is a municipal function 

3 x Send recommendation to the IEPA

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

4 O O O O O O O O This is a health department function.  

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

5 x Send recommendation to the IEPA

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

6 x
The County does not operate a wastewater facility.  

Valley Hi does spray irrigation.  

7 E E E E E E E E This is a health department function.  

8 E E E E E E E E This is a health department function.  

Subsection B7) Wastewater

Recommendations

All wastewater Facility Planning Area (FPA) expansion requests should 

include the water demand aspect of land-use plans within the municipal 

planning area, as well as the area of the proposed expansion, and identify 

the source of supply to meet the long-term demand. 

Evaluate and implement, where practical and appropriate, 

wastewater reclamation techniques designed with conservation 

in mind. Encourage wastewater treatment systems in sensitive 

aquifer recharge areas that maximize beneficial reuse and/or 

recharge and provide treatment to prevent the degradation of 

groundwater.

Encourage and implement wastewater reclamation and reuse 

throughout the County in lieu of conventional surface water 

discharges from centralized wastewater systems.

Suggested Timeline for Implementation

Facility Planning Area Recommendations for Wastewater Treatment Plant:

The Illinois EPA should be encouraged to approve only those FPA expansions 

that will not worsen the water quality of our streams and rivers or that work 

against efforts to improve the water quality.

General Wastewater Recommendations:

Promote the reclamation of wastewater in an environmentally 

sound manner and conducive to public and aquatic health, 

including the encouragement of onsite wastewater treatment 

systems where appropriate, wastewater recycling and reuse 

systems, land application of reclaimed wastewater, and wetland 

or other types of treatment to reduce and eliminate the impacts 

of nutrient discharges into rivers and creeks.

State:

Wastewater Reuse Recommendations

Illinois EPA should develop rules specifically for partial reuse and 

should adopt numeric water quality standards for reuse 

applications. 

County and Local Government:

Utilize treated wastewater to the maximum extent practicable.
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9 E E E E E E E E X

This is a health department function.   However, the 

County does not operate a wastewater facility and 

therefore does not have access to the treated 

wastewater (with the exception of Valley Hi)

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

10 O O O O O O O O

Graywater reuse is currently prohibited in Illinois.  

Continue to monitor for changes in the law.  Coordinate 

with health department.  

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

11

12 x

13 x

14 x

6 mo 12 mo 18 mo 24 mo 30 mo 36 mo 4 yr 5 yr N/A Notes

15 X

16 X

17 X

18 X

18 X

x

Consider performance-based standards for greywater use and a 

system of oversight and monitoring to ensure standards are met. 

Provide general education materials to the public about 

greywater use. 

Encourage the use of greywater in new construction to reduce 

water demand for toilet flushing and landscape irrigation.

Support local installation of greywater use systems

Create a model ordinance for adoption by county and local 

government to guide local implementation of greywater use 

systems.  

Illinois Plumbing Code

Private Sewage Disposal Licensing Act and Code

Should the legislative changes allow for greywater systems, the 

County and units of local government can: 

Provide general education materials to the public about 

greywater use.

Consider the use of the Water Reuse Ordinance.  

Greywater Recommendations

Monitor the progress in the ongoing development of national standards 

pertaining to grey water systems by NSF International. Consider 

implementation of nationally recognized standards which prevent the 

creation of public health concerns. 

Request that this be sent to Legislative committee and 

that county acction be taken to support this.  

Should future legislative changes allow the use of grey water 

systems, an evaluation of the potential benefits versus the 

potential risks of such systems should be completed.

Create a greywater tax credit for homeowners who install a 

greywater system. 

Conservation 

State:

Modify legislation to allow greywater systems within Illinois, 

including:
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19 E E E EEncourage the use of compost toilets as a water savings measure.  
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