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• Overview of Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO) Revision
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• Responsibilities of a Non‐Certified Community

• Certification Criteria 

• Certification Process
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Overview of the SMO Revision

Goals

• Correct inconsistencies in terms, definitions and regulatory standards

• Streamline the permit submittal and review requirements

• Reduce the regulatory burden where feasible

• Update regulations
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Overview of the SMO Revision

Process

• Identify issues with the Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO)

• Propose solutions to the issues

• Draft a revised SMO

• Public hearing and adopt the revised SMO
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New Features

• Hyperlinks

• Notes to User

• Tables

• Figures

• Flowcharts
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https://www.co.mchenry.il.us/county‐government/departments‐
j‐z/planning‐development/ordinances



http://www.mchenrycountygis.org/planning/
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http://www.mchenrycountygis.org/planning/
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• Countywide Authority

• Certified Communities

• Non‐Certified 

Communities
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Responsibilities of a Non‐Certified Community

• Maintain NFIP Compliance

• Require County Stormwater Management Permits when Necessary

• Help Residents Determine Whether a County Stormwater Management 

Permit is Necessary

• Regulated Development

• Exempted Development
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• Flood Hazard Areas

• Wetlands

• 5,000 sf

• 50% of a Parcel

• 20,000 sf

• Excess Impervious Area

• Subdivisions or Phased 

Development
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Regulated Development

17



Flood Hazard Areas
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Flood Hazard Areas
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Flood Hazard Areas
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Flood Fringe
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Flood Hazard Areas

Flood Fringe

Floodway 
(Non‐
Designated)

Floodway 
(Non‐
Designated) 
or Flood 
Prone Area

Floodway 
(Designated)
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• In a Floodplain

• Cumulative Period

• Excludes Maintenance 

as a Stand Alone Project
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Substantial Improvement
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• Cumulative Period
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• Maintenance of Existing 

Buildings

– Outside the Floodplain

– Within the Floodplain

• Maintenance of Existing 

Roads and Trails

• Other Maintenance 

Activities
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Exempted Development
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• Gardening and 

Landscaping

• Tillage and Agricultural 

Practices

• NRCS Conservation Plan

• Demolition

• Utility Service Lines
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• Participating in the NFIP

• Adopt SMO

• Enforce the SMO

– Professional Engineer

– Wetland Specialist
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• Petition for Certification

• Chief Engineer 

Recommendation

• MCSC Determination

• Recertification

• MCSC Review of 

Performance
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Questions?
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