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Important Information Regarding Rabies Prevention: 

 

FAQ: 

Below are some frequently asked questions and answers about rabies, animal bites, animal illnesses, and 
how to keep our community safe. 

Q: What are the signs & symptoms of rabies in an animal? 

A: Animals like dogs, cats, bats, raccoons, foxes, groundhogs, and skunks all can carry rabies. Because 
rabies is a neurological disease, these animals may foam at the mouth and act abnormally. Abnormal 
behavior can include aggression, paralysis, and seizures. However, many of these symptoms can be 
symptoms of other animal illnesses, as well.  

Q: What benefit is it for my pet to get the rabies vaccination if my pet never leaves the house? 

A: Bats and other animals that could potentially carry rabies can get into your house. Additionally, animals 
may accidentally escape from the house or their backyard enclosure. If your dog or cat comes into contact 
with a wild animal, rabies positive or not, and then bites or scratches you or someone else, hundreds of 
dollars could be spent on a rabies quarantine at a veterinarian’s office. However, if your pet has a current 
rabies inoculation, the observation will cost significantly less. MCAC offers low-cost rabies and microchip 
clinics throughout the year.  

Q: If I was bitten by someone else’s animal, will they know I reported a bite or filled out any forms? 

A: Personal contact information you give us is not shared publicly.  

Q: Are there any other dog and cat illnesses in our area that I should be aware of? 

A: Yes, there are a number of diseases that can affect both our pets and us. The number one way to 
prevent disease transmission is to maintain a clean environment and wash your hands after touching your 
pet. For detailed information on pet illnesses, visit http://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/index.html   

 

Preventing Bites: 

Dogs and cats are usually friendly human companions that provide happiness, emotional support, and 
excitement to a family. However, dogs and cats can also be unpredictable, especially when a dog or cat is 
in an unfamiliar situation, startled, or not feeling well.  

Below are some tips from MCAC on how to prevent dog bites: 

• “Be still like a tree” – remain motionless when approached by a dog that looks like it is going to 
bite or attack 

http://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/index.html
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• DO NOT disturb dogs with loud noises, fast movement, or while it is eating or sleeping 
• Always pay attention to an animal’s behavior or warning signs that it is agitated  
• Call MCAC’s Health Educator to schedule a bite prevention workshop 
• Practice Responsible Pet Ownership (see the “Education” tab on our website) 

 

About Us: 

The McHenry County Animal Control & Adoption Center (MCAC) is a division of the McHenry County 
Department of Health. Our organization is dedicated to: 

• Improving the quality of life, health, and safety for county residents and their animals 
• Promoting responsible pet ownership and bite prevention through education and practice 
• Enforcing Article 6 of the McHenry county Public Health Ordinance 

MCAC’s chief purpose is to regulate domestic animals in McHenry County. An Adoption Center has also 
been established to assist with lost and found pets, as well as helping abandoned or relinquished pets to 
find new and loving homes.  

 


